Digital Archive

. . - digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org
International History Declassified

W Wilson
Center

February 1, 1950
Ongoing Activities to Cement the Syrian-lraqi Union

Citation:

"Ongoing Activities to Cement the Syrian-Iragi Union", February 1, 1950, Wilson Center
Digital Archive, Emir Farid Chehab Collection, GB165-0384, Box 12, File 20/12, Middle
East Centre Archive, St Antony’s College, Oxford.
https://digitalarchive.umd.edu/document/176087

Summary:

Movement toward a Syrian-lragi union surge, including convening a secret conference in
Baghdad and other private meetings.

Credits:

This document was made possible with support from Youmna and Tony Asseily
Original Language:

Arabic

Contents:

Original Scan
Translation - English


digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org

Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan

15 |
\— 20 )2

Pl gpud! SlocVl gt Gios Jep (SbLa) Angl

$deoe o B g g boe 2l Slall el dlosVlpgte Geios Jo SbLLT Ll 5
woi bnasly Lol 1in 5 Lpelus salinll Jdopwes el * 3203 B 51 sheall (3 1pg2all Lin
B Sl a0 el Wb cge Badladl Radll Jlel SET 3D caadl ae sl 3l e b, Y
* e P B gt lasl e glasl Ly i

.J,.,q,,mdh.w.,,.,,gwuy,q.vﬁu sl s LYl e g
. .,u@,_,n el ailas 2l 3Ll L)

@hallgedl 38, b s slysll 38 b ploplor] § o saiaall b ) 5LV a0
¢ Slllesl Lige sloc¥l ginal paudl o cling o gedl L lg pgptall a0l 5 asle Sl g)
§ i e Ll 3la dgpm el Subloall dpiial b o )l gl sl sang et ] Sl
LI Gl ) b les) i W) e oV dase a2 Led o, B Lpsall o dny
iVl oy BY 1 kel Gl ld ls s Ggde Gen k) s s dee deset bl byt G0l
gls Dl o Jby 5,801 s iec 50 Jlo per dlp dpandl 8 B S ol s el p12)
o Gagandl iRl sl

bl Bl pmnt o e il t Il o S Splael sl 0 o/ Y/) tlag Ul B B
obedl ey 3200 e sl fly G5 I S il el g8 e, St SB Ay mbiall Jolagd
lall = day Yl oYl demgs gy Jo gl ¥l Lin el 1o S o b colitiele o i
G ot adn ol gheall 3 il g b B nl) b i 6 i) Janl] sy gl
iy 35 | b pgptall Lin oyl JLsaly Gl sl sVl pgte 3ies) all wan Tash
v sban Y pacs Lh lanls asell edl s 35, Laall LY

Jo plasl 3 ayr A elog VN AlS il Joadl Bpos o 5 5T p L) s ads ol Loy
e gl Ledpaly 3lady Jlelndlings B Sl ‘.,..L’;‘?,a;h Wl comasl 3y 331 aag § ol
23N it 131 Leonitsy Liglop 3BT Jo¥ Dl oy 665 5 A dasm Jlos 2pall o o]
o P lagay Leasy sl

iy ol it dase ol s iy Jleloagdl s dns Lol 556 Je 5lsY) s sy
%dﬂb,’_glg poall 1in Jo g3 il e long ¥l pite By 3anrly 3,500 qsq.,.ul,ﬁt. o1l

T L ! 3yl i ety T o) ) il e i

' g5 e b 13k * Lalas 5,0 low deanll, !agimc_uum..np a il gt Lo

oo ol sabaall aeiy sl Aﬁ\,zguw' b»w,d'ww Jusly S gyl sy 1
o slosdlpg e Guisal il e b ctais ilonll s, o dmcallgs . h0 1 all o




Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

20/12
Ongoing Activities to cement the Syrian-lragi union

It is clear that activities aimed at cementing a union between Syria and Iraq are
increasing day by day by the plan's supporters in both Iraq and Damascus. Nabih and
Adel al-Azma are pursuing their efforts in this regard, and one of them, Nabih, keeps
on visiting Mr Abdel-Mun'em al-Kilani, the Iraqi Chargé d'Affaires in Beirut, to update
him on the extent to which efforts by his supporters in Hizb al-Watani in Syria have
progressed in this regard.

Preparations are underway, in an atmosphere shrouded in mystery, to convene a
secret conference in Baghdad that will bring together Hizb al-Istiglal al-Iraqi and other
Iraqi parties that support the above-mentioned plan.

It is worth mentioning that Nabih al-'Azma declared at a private meeting in the
Normandy Hotel, that the majority of Hizb al-Watani's members stand behind his
support for the plan and that this party is continuously working to achieve this union
regardless of the results. Mr Nabih and the Regent exchange secret messages
through the Iraqi Legation concerning the relevant necessary guidelines. These
guidelines have played a key role in bringing about the resignation of the Ayoubi
Government and in entrusting the formation of a new government to HE Tewfiq
al-Suwaidi. This, however, was conditional upon giving Mohammad Mahdi Kubba the
post of Foreign Minister, and Saddiqg Shenshel the post of Interior Minister, in their
capacity as leader and secretary general of Hizb al-Istiglal, respectively. However, the
position adopted by Nouri al-Said and Saleh Jaber prevented the fulfilment of this
condition and Hizb al-Istiglal remained out of the new government.

On the afternoon of Wednesday 1/2/1950, a meeting was held at the headquarters of
Hizb al-Nida' al-Qaoumi, attended by Camille Chamoun; Fayez al-Samerra'i; Nabih
and Adel al-‘Azma; Abdel-Qader Shreiteh, President of Hizb al-Watani's Latakia
branch; Fayez al-‘Azm from Damascus; and Mounir al-Abbas, a Syrian Alawite
extremist and former minister. At the meeting, they discussed the need to unify the
four parties: al-Nida' al-Qaomi, 'Usbat al-'Amal al- Qaomi in Lebanon, al- Hizb
al-Watani in Syria, and Hizb al-Istiglal in Iraq into a single party with the aim of
achieving Syrian-Iraqgi union and incorporating Lebanon into this union, provided
opposition parties lend it in their strong support and help make its objective a
success.

In the evening of that same day, another meeting was held at the headquarters of
'Usbat al-'Amal al-Qaomi to round up the discussions that had started each session.
After a lot of give and take, they agreed to delegate Fa'eq al-Samerra'i to carry the
outcome of the discussions to Baghdad to share with the Regent and with Ali
Mohammad Mahdi Kubba, President of Hizb al-Istiglal, so that they can improve on
them or rewrite them in another form, if necessary.

Once agreement was reached, al-Samerra'i took its details to Baghdad and |
understood that Mohammad Shugqair, editor in chief of al-Nida' newspaper, had
travelled with al-Samerra'i on the same plane in order to take part in the discussions
about this subject; he recently returned to Beirut.

Nabih al-Azma and his colleagues in the leadership of al-Nida' and al-'Usbat Parties
are waiting for an answer from Iraq to proceed accordingly. On Sunday 5/2/1950,
Sheikh Abdullah al-'Alayli delivered a speech at al-'Usbat's headquarters entitled
‘Why | am an Arab Nationalist', in the audience were the Chargé d'Affaires of the Iraqi
Legation; Mr Farhan Shubeilat, Minister Plenipotentiary of Trans-Jordan; Nabih
al-'Athma; a group of people from Hizb al-Nida'; and al-'Usbat's leaders. The speech
contained many calls for the implementation of the union plan.



