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Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

Forwarding the Summary Report of the PLA’s Entry into Xinjiang(1)
(October 25, 1949)

Comrade Filippov(2):

I am sending you the first detailed report(3) about the entry into Xinjiang of the lead
units of the People’s Liberation Army.

This report was sent from Hami on 18 October by the Commander and Political
Commissar of the 2nd Army of the 1st Corps. At that time, our army had still only
reached Hami, Turpan, and Shanshan. On 20 October it had already reached Dihua(4)
and Yangqi.

Mao Zedong
25 October 1949

Notes
(1) This is a cable that Mao Zedong sent to Stalin.
(2) l.e., Stalin.

(3) This refers to the “Summary Report on the Entry into Xinjiang” sent at 20:00 on
18 October 1949, by Guo Peng, Commander of the 2nd Army of the 1st Corps, and
Wang Enmao, the Political Commissar. The report said that our Army launched
activity along the Jiuguan-Yumen-Anxi line on 12 October. As of 18 October, the 12th
Regiment of the 4th Division of our Army had already entered Turpan. The 10th
Regiment and the Division Command are in Shanshan. Part of the 11th Regiment is
moving to Shanshan, and part of it remains in Hami. The command of the Army, the
command of the 5th Division, and the 14th and 15th Regiments are in Hami. The
summary report is as follows: (1) The entry of our Army into Xinjiang was warmly
greeted by all nationalities and peoples of Xinjiang. (2) There were three different
manifestations among the units of Zhang Zhizhong and Tao Zhiyue which rebelled
[against the Guomindang]. One is that before the arrival of the PLA, reactionary
elements organized and incited the Guomindang Army to commit arson, but the PLA
stopped this phenomenon after arriving; another is that as the PLA arrived,
reactionary elements incited the Guomindang Army to kill and set fire to try to
prevent the PLA from advancing; and [the last] type is to maintain local order and
protect the lives and property of the people. We have adopted different approaches
and attitudes towards these three different types of troops. (3) The elimination of
special agents and reactionary elements is an important condition for guaranteeing
the victory of peaceful liberation in Xinjiang. (4) The national question [minzu wenti]
in Xinjiang is very complex, but because of the correct national policy of the Party, we
are completely confident that we will unite all the nationalities in the fight to build a
new Xinjiang. (5) There is good praise among the people for the discipline of the
Army.

(4) Dihua is today known as Urumgqi, Xinjiang.



