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Summary:

This telegram detailed an FRG Defense Council Meeting on the NPT. While recognizing
that the agreement on Article Ill was “progress,” Kiesinger continued to criticize the
treaty’s “inflexibility,” which he saw as a danger to West Germany’s “longer term”
security interests. Kiesinger, however, professed willingness to consider signing the
Treaty, even to be an early signer, if Washington could comply with a few basic
“requests,” such as “safeguards against Soviet pressure” and some improvements in
Article IlI.
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SUBJs FRG DEFENSE ¢ L MEETING ON NPT
l« A MEMBER OF THE FONOFF DISARMAMENT 'STAFF: HAS. GIVEN Us,
STRICTEST .CONFIDENCE, THE FOLLOWING ACCOUNT OF YESTERDAY S
NATPONAL BEFENSE CoUNCIL MEETING WHICH HE- ATTENDED IN A S?
E MEETING WAS CHAIRED BY THE CHANCELLOR AND
NDT, STOLTENBERGs STRAUSS AND VON HASE.

2¢ THE CHANCELLOR CONFIRMED THE FRG'S DECISION TO WELCOME
THAN OPPOSE. PUBLICLY THE TABLING OF NPT TO AVOID A SITUAT
WHICGH GERMANY COULD BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR QPPOSING THE.
AT THIS STAGEe HOWEVER, OUR SOURCE SAID THE ATMOSPHERE AT

“ETING WAS HEAVY AND DESPONDENT» ALTHOUGH THERE o
» GENERAL. RECOGNITION THAT THE RUSSIAN AGGREEMENTs PART

PAGE 2 RUFHOL 7557 SECRET
LARLY AS REGARDS ARTICLE 111, REPRESENTED PROGRESS:

3. THE' COUNCIL®S PRINCIPAL CONCERN FOCUSSED ON THE NPT'S
TINUING "INFLEXIBILITY®s THE CHANCELLOR SPQKE AT LENGTH O

POINTs NOTING HIS PERSONAL' DISAPPOINTMENT THAT LITTLE HAD
SONE TO MEET HIS REQUESTS ON THIS SCORE+ HE AND THE ‘

SEcREI‘}IOT‘ TO BE REPRODUCED
WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION
OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
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"KINDI OF SPEECH HE COULD MAKE RECCMMENDING NPT 'TO THE BUN
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OTHERS  AGREED THAT THE PRESENT RA
SUCH THAT THE TREATY'S "INFLEXIBI

FOR: THE FRG'S SECURITY INTERESTS IN'T .ONGER TERMe

40 IT WAS DECIDED THAT A FURTHER DEMARCPE sHOULD THEREFOR

T

MADE: 'TO THE US ON THIS PO
INGTBNa THE FONCF WILL T

SUCH: TOWARD LIBtQALiZATI”
THE, DEMARCHE PROBABLY WILL BE
MEETING-. '

T, PROBABLY BY KNAPPSTEIN IN

RHE QEVIEN CONFERENCE PRO

5

~QUR SQURCES EMPH SI
PO;NT: THEN EXPLA
FURTHER MAJOR RE
THERE WERE IMPORT

GARDS NUCLEAR BLAC

ING THE SPECIAL SENSITIVITY OF "TH
AT THIS: WOULD PRGBABLY BE. THE ON
FRP WOULD MaAKE. OF THE US ON NP
I:IONAL CONCERNSS FOR INSTANCc A
t FOR TﬂERE WAS A GROWINo NUMBER

oL 7557 S E CRET

Y WORRIED THAT FURTHER. WESTERN TRQOP WITHDRA
THAT POSSIBLE aAFEaUARGS AGAINST SQVIET P
INED» THERE WERE “ALSO INPORTANT ‘POINTS .STI
DEALT UND RTICLE I1is HOWEVER3 BRANDT “AND THE CHANCEL
fVEDENTLY AGREED, NOW THAT: THC us AND THE USSR HWD KEACH
BASTCALLY ACCEPTABLE: UNDFRSTAMDIN THAT THE FRG SHUULD N
IN THE: WaY2 AND SHOULD PROVE MOT ONLY ITS SLPDORT FOR NO
PROLTFERATION BUT THAT IT IS A GOOD ALLYs THE FRG WOULD -
IRE. LIMIT ITS FURTHER REQUESTS 7O THE ESQE\TIALSn

PAGE 3 R
FONOFF:

R THE SAME REASON, THE. cHANCELLOR IS MOVING: TOWARDS
“CISToN THAT . THE FRQISHCULP: IF. SOME GREATER FLEXIBIL
BE: ACHIEV&D; NOT owlY SIGN THF NPT; BUT PERHAPS TRYvIG B
THE FIRST 'TO SIGN. THE CHANC;LLGR ‘HAS EVYEN BEGUN THINKIN

TAGs HE IS AWARE i~A* HE MUST MAKE a PERSUASIVc CASE» Fo
REASON ALSC HE IS DISAPPOINTED AND rnUSTRAT:D THAT HE IS
NG A PDSITI°V TO REPORT THAT THE FRG SUCCEEDED' IN GETTIN
aATISFACTPDA ON FLEXIBILITYa PARTICULARLY SINCE IT™ IS KN

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED
‘WSEEREUT THE AUTHORIZATION |
OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

HNOLOGICAL CHAN
PRESENTED A REAL

8, STEER IT AWAY FROM DURATIO

ADE AFTER TGMORROW'S CABINZ
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PAGE 4 RUFHOL 7557 S E C R E T :
THAT HE PERSONALLY HAD ASKED FOR THISI

7¢ AS: REuARDS ARTIC‘ E IIls THERE WAS DISCUSSION OF. FR;NCH
ATTITUDES ON EURATOM=IAEA NE GOTIATPONS AND SOME GUESTIONS
THE: PRECISE US VIEW OF VERS TPON- OUR SpURCE BELIEVES

BRANDT RECOGNIZES THAT VERIF N INVOLVES MORE THAN A
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN EURATOM ANDI IAEA, BUT THOUGHT PERSON

THAT IT WOULD BE 'USEFUL FOR u$ TO RESTATE OUR POSITION ON
POINT: IF: Auo WHEN THE QUESTION IS RAISED BY THE GERMAN §

o

S« AS REGARDS THE |
MEETINGs STRAUSS
DECISION TO REJEC

ARTICIPANTS AT THE DEFENSE COUNC
ONLY ONE WHO FORCEFULLY CALLED F

THIS STAGEs STRAUSS ARGUED THAT
FURTHER ALLIED FOR RE BOUND TO BE WITHDRAWN AND THAT,
THESE CIRCUMSTANCES:, BEUROPE COULD NOT AFFORD TO BE LEFT W
OUT A NUCLEAR DEFENSE. THE FRG» THEREFORE2 SHOULD NOT BOY
SELF.IN WITH SUCH A TREATY. HE DID NOTS. ‘HOWEVER. THREATEN
RESIGN& .

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED
WFGTEUT THE AUTHORIZATION
OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY.



