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Summary:

On 28 November 1969, West German Ambassador to the United States Rolf Pauls signed
the NPT at the State Department and delivered a statement and a detailed note. At the
signing Secretary Rogers spoke about the treaty’s value, the “historic” importance of
the West German signature, the U.S. understanding that the UN Charter “confers no
right to intervene by force unilaterally in the Federal Republic of Germany,” and a
reaffirmation of U.S. security guarantees to NATO and the Federal Republic.
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REF: State 198187
1. FRG Ambasgsador Pauls signed NPT in Washington Nov 28.
Swiss

3xk8& Ambassador Schnyder also signed NPT in Washington

Nov 27. Number NPT signatories now 93; 22 countries have
deposited instruments of ratification.

2, FOR BONN: Ambassador Pauls delivered Note and
Government Statement on NPT to Secretary at time of signing

and made written reference to Note above his signature.imrx

\\ om0k
TEBEEyXBRoARE (Texts contained Bonn 15293 and 15265 NOTAL).

Ai;er signing, Pauls made several brief remarks, to _J
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which Secretary responded with following statement:

BEGIN TEXT Mr, Ambassador, your signature today of the NPT

here in Washington, and that of your colleagues in London
| and Moscow, is an event of historic importance.

The United States Government has pursued the goal of
} a Non-Proliferation Treaty because we are cbnviuced this

will be an effective measure to reduce the chances of

nuclear war. We recognize that other measures are necessary
to achieve this objective, not the least of which are

! restraints on the part of those countries which have gone

-~ down the path of nuclear armament. Apart from our interest

in doing so, we shall be committed by treaty obligation to

We are not waiting for the entry into force of the NPT

to pursue this responsibility. The strategic arms limitation

in Helsinki

. seek such restraints when the NPT comes into force.
I talks/have already begun.
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We are deeply conscious that your nation remains divided.
We respect the decision of the Government of the Federal

Republic to sign the NPT under circumstances of a divided

| Germany, a divided Europe, and a divided world; which almost
;25 years after World War II leaves the great city of Berlin

|
under the responsibility of Four Powers.

Your signature today is yet further evidence of the
strong m® desire of your Government to play a positive and
central
xexrxrt role in the important work facing the nations of the
world, in shaping the future of a Europe without divisions
and in ensuring the preservation of peace. We are convinced
' that this signature, far from jeopardizing your country's
position, will improve it, o

Peacemaking, as we are all aware, is an international

undertaking which can succeed only when nations pledge

themselves to respect the rights of their neighbors. 1In this
regard it is clear that Articles 53 and 107 of the United!
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During hearings on the NPT before the Senate Foreign

Relations Committee last February, I reaffirmed the understandings
of the previous U.S. Administration, among other points, about
the effect of the NPT on our existing defense alliances. I
can reaffirm that this position remains that of the U.S.
Government.
Mr. Ambassador, I quote the pronouncement of President
Nixon on the 20th Anniversary of NATO: ''The American
commitment to NATO will remain in force and remains strong.
We in America continue to consider Europe's security as

our own,'" END TEXT

END
[ROGERS]

St
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Nations Charter confer no right to intervene by force
unilaterally in the Federal Republic of Germany. For their
part, the Three Powers, the United States, the United Kingdom
and France, have formally declared that in their relations

with the Federal Republic they will follow the principles

set out in Article 2 of the United Nations Charter., All the
iother parties.to the North Atlantic Treaty-have associated
themselves with that declaration. Moreover, as a full and
equal partner in the North Atlantic Treaty, the Federal
Republic is of course protected by that treaty, under which
an armed attack upon any party would be met by an immediate
Allied response in the form of self-defense measures pursuant
to the North Atlantic Treaty.

When the NPT was opened for signature, our Government
formally acknowledged that confidence in our solemnly concluded

treaties of mutual security constituted a vital factor in

consideration of the NPT by our Allies.
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