Digital Archive

. . - digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org
International History Declassified

W Wilson
Center

January 27, 1962

From the Journal of S.M. Kudryavtsev, 'Record of
Conversation with Fidel Castro Ruz, Prime Minister
of the Republic of Cuba, 3 January 1962'

Citation:

"From the Journal of S.M. Kudryavtsev, 'Record of Conversation with Fidel Castro Ruz,
Prime Minister of the Republic of Cuba, 3 January 1962'", January 27, 1962, Wilson
Center Digital Archive, AVP RF, f. 0104, op. 18, p. 121, d. 3, Il. 1-7. Obtained by James G.

Hershberg and translated by Gary Goldberg.
https://digitalarchive.umd.edu/document/177820

Summary:

Fidel Castro expresses concern regarding US pressure on Latin American countries to
isolate Cuba at an upcoming OAS conference.

Credits:

This document was made possible with support from Blavatnik Family Foundation
Original Language:

Russian

Contents:

Transcript - Russian
Translation - English


digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org

Wilson Center Digital Archive Transcript - Russian

55

CEKPETHO. 2k3. Nel
28 heBpana 1962 ropa
Mcx. Ne 58

N3 OHeBHUKa

C.M. KYOPSABLIEBA

3AMNCb BECEAbI
C NnpemMmbep-MnHNUCTpom Pecnybnmnkun Kyba
dunpgenem KACTPO PYC

3 deBpansa 1962 ropa

CerogHsa BcTpeTusca ¢ dngenem KacTpo B nepepbiBe Mexay 3acefaHnamm
npesnanyma O6beaMHEHHbLIX PEBOIOLMOHHBLIX OpraHn3aumnin, ob6cy X aaBLuero
OKOHYaTesIbHbI BapmnaHT BTopoi aBaHCKOW aeknapauunn.

B cooTBeTCTBUMM C UMEBLUMMCS NMopydeHnemM Bpy4unsa dngeno KacTtpo TekcT
npueeTcTBusa ToB. H.C. XpyLueBa BTopoin NeHepanbHOM HaunoHanbHon Accambnee
Hapoda Kybbl. Cka3zan ®dungento KacTpo, 4TO Mbl X0Tenn 6bl C 3TUM NPUBETCTBMEM
obpaTnTbCa K FeHepanbHon Accambriee 1 YTO eC/iM OH CYUTaeT 3TO NpUBETCTBME
nonesHbiM gna KybMHCKOM peBoalounn U KYBMHCKNX pykoBoguTesien, ToO B 3TOM
cny4yae ero MoXHo 66110 66l 06HapoAoBaTb, MOAYEPKHYB NPU 3TOM, HYTO peLleHue
JaHHOro BOMpoca Mbl OCTaBJIIEM Ha YCMOTpPEHMe KYBUHCKNX pyKOBOAUTENEN.

[anee MHo0 6b1J10 CKa3aHO, YTO eC/N KYBMHCKME PYKOBOAUTENN CONTYT 3TO
NPUBETCTBME MONE3HbIM, TO OHU MOTYT CYATATb, YTO Y>KEe MOJYHYUIN TaKyto
Tenerpammy u MoryT nybsvMkoBaTb ee Nno CBOeMY YCMOTPEHUIO, 3aMeTMB Mpu 3TOM,
4YTO, pasymeeTcs, TEKCT byaeT MM npucaaTb KNepom m3 MocKBbl.

dupenbs KacTpo, KOTOPbLIN MPUHSAN MEHA B MPUCYTCTBUN Npe3naeHTa
[opTukKoca, ckasas, YTo OH ropsdyo ogobpseT n nogaep>xmpaet naeto Tos. H.C.
XpyuweBa 0bpaTnThCcs K NeHepanbHo HaunoHanbHo Accambnee Hapoaa Kyba c
Takoro poga npueetcTemeM. MHe xoTenocb 6bl NpocuTb Bac, 3ameTnn dungens
KacTpo, Nosib3ysacb 3TUM cnyyaeM, nepefaTtb ToB. H.C. XpyweBy MO0 UCKPEHHIOHD
61arogapHOCTb 3a 3TO HOBOE MPOSABJIEHNE CONMAAPHOCTU N CTONb 3PIEKTUBHYIO
noaonepXKy KybrnHCKON peBosIoLNN.

BHUMaTeIbHO 03HaKOMUMBLUNCL C TEKCTOM nMpuBeTCcTBUsd, dnagenb Kactpo
MOAYEPKHY, 4TO, MO €ro MHEHWUID, 3TO Ba>KHbIA CTpaTernyeckunm
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war, kotTopbin 6yneT uMmeTb 605bLLIOE NONNTUYECKOE 3HAYEeHNE. DTO NPUBETCTBME
,3aMeTW/ OH, He TOJIbKO MoJsie3HO A5 Kybbl, HO OHO B AeNCTBUTENIbHOCTU OKa3blBaeT
Kak PyKOBOACTBY, Tak U BCeMY KYBUHCKOMY Hapo4y HEOLLEHMMYI0 MOOAEPXKKY B
HY>XHbIA MOMEHT.

HDanee ®unpenb KacTpo, NocoBeToOBaBLUNCL C lIOPNKOCOM, KOTOPbLIN Takxe
rops4do ogobpun naeto obpaiteHnsa Tos. H.C. XpyLieBa C MPUBETCTBNEM K
MeHepanbHoOM HaumoHanbHoM Accambnee Hapoaa Kybbl, nonpocus, ecim BO3MOXHO,
onNycTUTb B TEKCTe cnefyowyo dpasy: «B pesynbTaTe 3aMbicen Bparos KybuUHCKoro
HapoQOa copBaTb KoOH(pepeHumio B [yHTa Aesib OCTe haKTUYeCKU NpoBaniIcsa».



dupenbs KacTpo MOTUBMPOBA 3Ty CBOLO NMpockby cneaytowmm
obcTosATenbCcTBOM. B ero BeicTynneHun 4 gpespans oH, duaenb Kactpo, HaMmepeH
npu3sBaTb Hapoabl Kybbl 1 JlaTuHCKONn AMepukun K 6opbbe NpoTnB peLleHnn
coBelwaHus B NyHTa genb 3cTe. Paj peweHnii 3Toro cCoBeLlaHnsa, NoAYEepPKHY OH,
TanT B cebe 0NacHOCTb He CTONMLKO A1 camoin Kybbl, CKONIbKO A8
HaLMOHaIbHO-0CBOGOANTENLHOrO ABUXXEHUS TaTUHOAMEPMKaHCKUX HAapO40B.
MosTomMy HeobxoamMo MObMIN30BaTb MaKCUManbHO LWMPOKME C/ion 0B eCTBEHHOCTH
CTpaH JlaTuHCcKon AMepunkn Ha 6opbby C 3TMIN pelleHnaMn, 4Tobbl He AONYCTUTb UX
npakTmnyeckom peannsaunn. dngens Kactpo 3aMmeTusl B 3TON CBA3N, YTO OH
onacaeTcs, YTO CoOXpaHeHmne 3TOoN hpa3bl B TEKCTE NPUBETCTBUA MOXKET CO34aThb
N3BeCTHble NPOTUBOPEYNSA C ero BbiCTynsAeHneM. MnaBHoe, 04HaKo, 4TobbI
CoxpaHeHue 3Ton pasbl, NPOAOJIKAN OH, HE CO38aN0 Y KyBMHCKOro Hapoaa
HenpaBW/IbHbIX WJIIO3UA O TOM, 4YTO, MOJ1, BCE XOPOLUO N Tenepb MOXXHO NO4YNBaTb
Ha naspax. B octanbHOM, nog4yepkHysn dngenb KacTpo, OH cHUTaeT TeKCT
NPUBETCTBUSA 04E€Hb XOPOLLUNM N YBEPEH, YTO BeCb KYOMHCKUMA Hapon ropsyo
nooaepXuTt ero. Haw Hapog, ckaszan dugens Kactpo, byaeT oyeHb obpagoBaH 3TuM
HOBbIM 3asaBneHueM ToB. H.C. XpyLieBa o ToM, 4To Hapoabl CoBeTckoro Coto3a
BMecTe ¢ Kybon.
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Co cBoel CTOpPOHbI cKa3an dupento KacTtpo, 4To HeMe4NeHHO NOCTaB/Io B
n3BecTHOCTb COBETCKOE NpaBUTesIbCTBO 06 3TOM ero no>KenaHum n No NoayyYeHun
OTBETa ero MHPOPMUpPY. YCIOBUINCL BCTPETUTBLCA C HUM MO 3TOMY BOMNpPOCY 00
Havana Accambnen.

MpumevaHne: Ha cnepywownin oeHb nepen Havyasnom Accambnen coobimn
dnpento KacTpo o HalleM corjlacun CHATb YNOMSIHYTYIO Bbille dpasy.

MOCOJ1 CCCP B PECMYBJINKE KYBA (C. KYOPABLEB)
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SECRET. Copy N2 1
27 January 1962
Outgoing N2 30

FROM THE JOURNAL OF
S. M. KUDRYAVTSEV

RECORD OF A CONVERSATION
with Fidel CASTRO RUZ, Prime Minister
of the Republic of Cuba

3 January 1962

I met with Fidel Castro this evening and in accordance with instructions [l had] |
talked with him about the following questions.

In the conversation | said that quite a few information reports have come from Soviet
diplomatic missions and through other channels in connection with the upcoming
consultative conference of ministers of foreign affairs of OAS member countries. |
continued, of course we do not vouch for the reliability of all this information.
However, a number of reports received by our representatives deserve attention.

According to this information the US is persistently and actively working on the
governments of the Latin American countries, setting the goal of achieving the
foreign policy isolation of the Republic of Cuba and pushing through a decision at the
conference above about collective sanctions with respect to Cuba. When doing this
the Americans are devoting special attention to Brazil, Argentina, Mexico, Ecuador,
Chile, and Bolivia, that is, those countries which until recently have defended the
principle of non-interference in the internal affairs of Cuba. The US is using the means
at their disposal to put economic and political pressure on these countries, organize
pressure on the Latin American countries from reactionary pro-American groups,
blackmail these governments with the threat of military coups in the event they do
not follow American policy, etc. For example, Chester Bowles, the group of Senator
Mansfield, and Senator [Mazers - SIC] who recently visited Mexico persistently urged
the Mexican government to reexamine its position with respect to Cuba. Means of
economic pressure, in particular the removal of American capital from Mexican banks
and the sphere of economic activity as a whole, are also being used to influence
Mexico.

I continued, from the reports of our embassies it follows that the governments of
some Latin American countries, Brazil, Ecuador, and Mexico in particular, have begun
to exhibit some vacillation in determining their position at the upcoming conference
of ministers of foreign affairs. According to available information in certain conditions
the Brazilian government might yield to the US to some degree on the question of
Brazil joining the decision of collective sanctions against Cuba. There are differences
on the Cuban question in the Mexican government In particular, as they note,
Mexican Minister of Foreign Affairs Tello has recently began to take an insufficiently
favorable position with respect to Cuba.

| noted that in confidential conversations with our diplomats the national leaders and
diplomats of Latin American countries cautiously but quite persistently pursued the
thought that it is now considerably more difficult for the governments of several
countries to uphold and argue their favorable policy with respect to Cuba and it is
more difficult to beat back the attacks of reactionary, pro-American circles. Such a
situation might develop in these countries in which the supporters of non-interference
in the internal affairs of Cuba will be forced to yield to the pressure from the US. As a



result, a number of countries might begin to slide down to a path of not resisting the
American policy with respect to Cuba. Of course, our diplomats are giving appropriate
explanations in connection with such statements, but quite often their interlocutors
remain of their opinion.

In the course of further conversation | said that some of the interlocutors, who have a
benevolent attitude toward Cuba on the whole, maintain the need for the Cuban
government to take appropriate political steps which would be directed at not
allowing a turning point in the attitudes of the governments and political circles of
Brazil, Mexico, Ecuador, Chile, and others which would be unfavorable to Cuba. The
international situation points to the desirability of the Cuban government more fully
taking into consideration the complex and tense internal political situation in these
countries. They call the position of Cuba at the recent inter-American economic
conference in Punta del Este an example of such an effective and farsighted policy.

I continued, the opinion is also expressed that it would be useful to publish a special
statement of the Cuban government on the eve of the conference. Stress in the
statement that the government of Cuba has none of the intentions ascribed to it to
interfere in the affairs of the other Latin American countries or to engage in the
export of revolution or to impose their political and social system on them. Such a
statement would put the necessary arguments in the hands of the governments who
speak in support of Cuba which they could use at the conference in defense of the
Cuban Revolution. In particular, in a confidential conversation Minister of Foreign
Affairs Dantas stressed that the situation requires a statement from the Cuban
government which would make support of Cuba easier.

In the concluding part of the conversation | expressed the hope that the information |
reported to Fidel Castro would turn out to be useful for our Cuban friends in working
out tactics on the eve of and during the conference of ministers of foreign affairs of
OAS member countries.

Having closely heard me out Fidel Castro said that this information is indisputably of
interest and it needs to be carefully thought over and taken into consideration when
the Cuban government works out the tactics at the upcoming conference of ministers
of foreign affairs of OAS member countries. Fidel Castro continued, we know about
the great pressure on Mexico and Brazil from the US, which has the goal of changing
their benevolent position with respect to Cuba. However, Fidel Castro stressed, it is
just this pressure and solicitations of the US that insult the feelings of national dignity
of Brazil and especially Mexico. In recent days Mexico has begun to take an even
more benevolent position with regard to Cuba, in spite of American pressure, and has
assured the Cuban government that its representative at the conference of ministers
of foreign affairs of OAS member countries at Punta del Este on 22 January will
vigorously oppose the Colombian proposals which have the goal of preparing the
ground for the subsequent adoption of collective sanctions against Cuba. Some days
ago, in response to US pressure President Lopez Mateos made a new statement in
which he stressed the unchanged loyalty of Mexico to the principle of
self-determination and non-interference.

Fidel Castro continued, the position of Chile will be favorable insofar as far as can be
judged from his recent conversation with Chilean Senator Juan Luis Mauras, who
arrived with a Chilean delegation for the celebration of the third anniversary of the
Cuban revolution. Referring to an instruction of the Chilean government, Fidel Castro
said further, Senator Mauras told him that Chile will categorically object to the
conference's adoption of any decisions hostile to Cuba and will act together with
Brazil and Mexico on these questions.

Fidel Castro stressed, the Bolivian government has assured us that it also will uphold
the principles of self-determination and non-interference in the affairs of one another,



and also the right of each Latin American country to independent development.

Ecuador will hardly decide to oppose Cuba for domestic considerations. Fidel Castro
continued, an attempt by Ecuador to break off relations with Cuba encountered sharp
resistance from public organizations and the broad popular masses of Ecuador. As a
result Arosemena had to retreat.

Fidel Castro declared, we think that Argentina will also hardly openly act against
Cuba, considering the favorable position of Mexico, Brazil, and Chile. As is well known,
Frondizi refused to receive [Olivares]. However, the fact that the next day through his
representative Frondizi sent the Cuban Embassy a letter in which he declared he did
not receive Olivares only because questions of preparing for the conference of
ministers of foreign affairs are exclusively in the competence of the Argentine
minister of foreign affairs calls attention to itself. He verbally passed on that he could
not receive Olivares in connection with the fact that the Argentinian MFA had already
published a report without his knowledge that Frondizi would not receive Olivares. In
this same letter, continued Fidel Castro, Frondizi assured Olivares that Argentina
would remain faithful to the principles of self-determination and non-interference in
the affairs of one another.

In our opinion, said Fidel Castro, the situation which is developing before the
conference in Punta del Este is on the whole not bad for Cuba, and the US will not be
able to take action about collective sanctions. He continued, we think that the US will
decide not to split the Organization of American States, inasmuch as they know that
Mexico and Brazil will not agree to the adoption of anti-Cuban resolutions. Therefore
we think that evidently the US introduce a resolution of a general nature at the
conference in Punta del Este through its puppets. In addition, the President of
Guatemala Ydigoras, on whom the US is counting most, upset their applecart with his
New Year's speech. For the first time Ydigoras openly declared that at the order of the
United States he had been training the forces of the Cuban counterrevolutionaries
which then made an armed attack on Cuba in April 1961. Ydigoras explained the
failure of this operation by the fact that at the last moment the US refused to support
the assault force of counterrevolutionaries which had been landed with their air force
and navy.

Fidel Castro stressed, the Cuban delegation will take a constructive position at the
conference of ministers of foreign affairs at Punta del Este and speak from joint
coordinated positions with Brazil and Mexico. The Cuban government has already
turned to the governments of Mexico and Brazil through their ambassadors in Havana
for the latter to influence Argentina and try to achieve its agreement to act in a
united front at Punta del Este. When travelling through Rio de Janeiro Raul Roa
agreed with Tello and Dantas on the common plan of action at the upcoming
conference, about which we have an agreement with the Brazilians.

In further conversation | asked Fidel Castro the question about whether the Cuban
government intended to address a request to the governments of the neutral
countries of Asia and Africa with which Cuba has established close and friendly
relations and also some countries of Latin America to speak in support of the Republic
of Cuba on the eve of the OAS conference of ministers of foreign affairs. | further said
that, in our opinion, it seems that it is very important right now to attract the
attention of world public opinion to the US maneuvers to hammer together an
anti-Cuban coalition of Latin American countries. | also stressed that it is very
important to create such a situation around the conference of ministers of foreign
affairs which would complicate the US's pushing through collective sanctions against
Cuba.

Fidel Castro said in reply that the Cuban government has already given instructions
to the ambassadors to hold appropriate conversations on this question with the heads



of the governments of the neutral countries of Asia and Africa and to try to secure
their support.

Then, referring to his speech of 2 January, Fidel Castro stressed that it actually
predetermined the Cuban government's policy at the upcoming conference in Punta
del Este. Fidel Castro noted, | intentionally stressed that Cuba had never threatened
anyone and does not plan to make threats, and that its armed forces are intended
exclusively for defensive purposes. Fidel Castro said, at the same time for the first
time | made the distinction in such a clear form between the governments of the
countries of Latin America which favor the conduct of an independent policy and the
puppet governments. My speech also pursued the thought that revolution cannot be
exported and brought at bayonet point, inasmuch as revolution is a consequence of
the domestic social development of each country, and not of armed interference from
without.

In conclusion Fidel Castro again stressed that the Cuban delegation will take a
constructive position at the conference of ministers of foreign affairs at Punta del Este
and act in concert with the delegations of Mexico and Brazil in order not to provide
the Americans an opportunity to push through a resolution hostile to Cuba which
could be consequently used by the US to organize an intervention against the Cuban
government.

Fidel Castro noted in this connection that the impressive military parade which was
held on the occasion of the third anniversary of the Cuban revolution will force the
ruling circles of some Latin American countries which are puppets of the US to think
again, as well as [force] the reactionary circles of the US itself to have second
thoughts. This parade will to some degree dampen their desire to organize new
interventions against Cuba. It will give still greater confidence to the Cuban people,
who now know that they have the means to defend their independence and to
dampen the enthusiasm of both the internal as well as the external
counterrevolution.

For my part, | said in conclusion that the Soviet government will, of course, give
complete assistance to the foreign policy steps of the Cuban government directed at
disrupting the aggressive ideas of the US with respect to revolutionary Cuba.

The rest of the conversation touched on general questions of a domestic political
nature, information concerning which | have reported earlier.

USSR AMBASSADOR IN THE REPUBLIC OF CUBA[](S. KUDRYAVTSEV)



