Digital Archive

. . - digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org
International History Declassified

W Wilson
Center

July 12, 1969

Isa Yusuf Alptekin, ‘' Memorandum Sent to Richard
Nixon, President of the United States of America’

Citation:

"Isa Yusuf Alptekin, 'Memorandum Sent to Richard Nixon, President of the United States
of America', July 12, 1969, Wilson Center Digital Archive, Isa Yusuf Alptekin, Dogu
Tirkistan insanliktan Yardim istiyor (East Turkistan Expects Help from Humankind) (Otag
Matbaasi, 1974): 112-113. https://digitalarchive.umd.edu/document/208601

Summary:

Memorandum sent by Isa Yusuf Alptekin, President of the Center for the Liberation of
East Turkestan, to President Richard Nixon about the necessity to include the people of
East Turkestan among 'captive nations.' This letter was published in Isa Yusuf Alptekin's
Turkish language book "Dogu Turkistan insanliktan Yardim istiyor" (East Turkistan
Expects Help from Humankind).

Credits:

This document was made possible with support from MacArthur Foundation
Original Language:

Turkish

Contents:

Transcript - Turkish
Translation - English


digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org

Wilson Center Digital Archive Transcript - Turkish

A.B.D. BASKANI RICHARD NiXON'A GONDERILEN MUHTIRA

Sayin Richard Nixon,
Birlesik Amerika Cumhurbaskani

Washington
Ekselans,

Esir milletlerin en yakin hamisi Birlesik Amerika'nin muhterem baskani; size, goénli
hizin dolu, fakat Umidini asla yitirmemis esir bir milletin temsilcisi olarak hitap
edyorum.

22 haziran 1959 yilinda Senatér Douglas ve 18 arkadasinin teklifi ile, Senatoda kabul
edilen ve devrin Cumhurbaskani muteveffa D. Eisenhower'in 17 temmuz
beyannamesi ile 19 temmuzda baslayan haftanin, Birlesik Amerika'da “Esir Milletler
Haftasi” ilan edilmesi, bizim en kuvvetli tmit kaynaklarimizdan biri olmustur. Bu
sebeple Birlesik Amerika'ya muatesekkiriz. Bir hurriyet kalesi olarak esir milletleri
himaye ettigi icin, Gmitliyiz, memnuniyet icindeyiz.

Ekselans,

Senator Douglas ve 18 arkadasinin Senato'ya sunulan “MuUsterek Karar Sureti”nde
belirtilmemis bir nokta bizi fazlasiyla miUteessir etmektedir. Mlsterek Karar Sureti'nde
ve beyannamede, esir milletler sirasinda, emperyalist Rus esiri milletler ayri ayri
sayllmakta, fakat Kizil Cin emperyalizmi altinda, tarih sahnesinden silinmek
tehlikesiyle karsi karsiya kalan Dogu Turkistan halkinin adi zikredilmemis
bulunmaktadir. “Musterek Karar Sureti”nin, Ana Cin topraklari olarak isimlendirdigi
sahada, basta Dogu Turkistan olmak Uzere, I¢c Mogolistan, Mancurya, Tibet gibi esir
Ulkelerin ve milletlerin bulundugu; bunlarin tarih, cografya ve etnik bakimdan Cin ile
hic bir iliskisi bulunmadigi elbette malumunuzdur. Dogu Turkistan halkinin Cin ile asla
muinasebeti bulunmadigi, mens'e, dil, din, klltir bakimindan tamamen ayri bir
millete; Turk milletine, mensup oldugu bilinen bir gergektir.

Musterek Karar Sureti'nde mustakil olarak adi gecen Cin mahkumu Tibet' in yaninda
cografi, tarihi ve etnik 6zellikleri bakimindan Cin ile en ufak alakasi olmayan Dogu
Tarkistanin da ayrn bir hiviyet icinde distnulmesi ve beyannamenizde zikredilmesi,
hurriyet mucadelemizde bize hiz ve sevk verecektir.

Mazlum ve masum Dogu Turkistan halkinin hassasiyetine, ilgi ve sempati
duyacaginizdan emin olarak derin saygilarimi sunarim.

12.7.1969
isa Alptekin

Dogu Turkistan Hikimeti
Sabik Genel Sekreteri
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MEMORANDUM SENT TO RICHARD NIXON, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA

Mr. Richard Nixon,
President of the United States of America

Washington

Excellency,

The honorable president of the United States, the most imminent protector of captive
nations; | address you as the representative of a sorrowful and captive nation who
has never lost hope.

The proclamation of the “Captive Nations Week”, proposed on June 22, 1959 by
Senator Douglas and his 18 friends, and began on July 19 with the July 17 Decree of
the late president D. Eisenhower, has been one of our biggest sources of hope. For
this, we are grateful to the United States. We are hopeful and pleased that the US, as
a fortress of liberty, is protecting captive nations.

Excellency,

We have been extremely sad about an issue that went unnoticed in the concurrent
resolution proposed to the Senate by Senator Douglas and his 18 friends. In the
resolution and the decree, captive nations suffering under imperialist Russian rule are
mentioned one by one, however, the name of the people in East Turkestan, which
faces the danger of disappearing on the face of the earth under Red Chinese
imperalism, is not mentioned among them. In the geography what the concurrent
resolution labels as “Mainland China,” captive nations are present in East Turkestan,
Inner Mongolia, Tibet, and Manchuria: and as you already know, these nations have
no historical, geographical, and ethnic ties to China. The people of East Turkestan to
have never had connection to China, on the contrary, it is well known that they
belonge to a completely different nation, the Turkic nation, in terms of origin,
language, religion, and culture.

It will give us speed and enthusiasm in our struggly for liberty if East Turkestan,
which has no geographical, historical, or ethnic connection to China, is treated and
mentioned in the resolution, side by side with captive Tibet, as having a distinct
identity.

Assured that you will show interest and affection to the sensitivity of the oppressed
and innocent people of East Turkestan, | offer my deep regards.

July 23, 1969

Isa Alptekin
East Turkestan Government
Former Secretary General



