Digital Archive

. . - digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org
International History Declassified

W Wilson
Center

August 23, 1968

Fred W. Valtin, 'Czech Crisis--Policy Guidance from
State' [Approved for Release May 6, 2019]

Citation:
"Fred W. Valtin, 'Czech Crisis--Policy Guidance from State' [Approved for Release May 6,
2019]", August 23, 1968, Wilson Center Digital Archive, Declassified by the Interagency

Security Classification Appeals Panel (ISCAP), May 6, 2019, #C01431408. Obtained and
contributed by A. Ross Johnson. https://digitalarchive.umd.edu/document/208791

Summary:
CIA official Fred Valtin conveys to FEC President William Durkee requested guidance

from the State Department that RFE should not broadcast calls for active resistance to
the Soviet occupiers even if from high-level Czechoslovak officials.
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE REGORD
SUBJECT: <Czech Crisis--Policy Guidance from State

1. Late last night Bill Purkee mought. guidance
against the contingency that a high-level- Ceeh political
figure (e.g., Svoboda or Hajok) issued a statement calling
on the Czech armed forces and/or the Czech population to
go into active resistance against the Soviet accupation
forces., Durkee's question was: Dees RFE in that event
broadcast such a statement or such statements as "factual

news™ or dees.RFE ignore it as heing collusive in a chain

of . events. that mighf end in-a .blood-bath?’

2, Durkee made it eclear that he was dddressing his
query only in relatlion to statements of this.nature that
might be issued by Czechs of comsiderable and undisputed.
official atature, He said that it was understoed bath
in Néw York and Munich that calls for active resistance
from lower levels would be ignored in RFE broadeasts.

3. In view of the hour and the fact that Durkee was
posing a hypothetical question, I decided to postpone
seeking guidance from the Department. Accerdingly, I

called Trueheart first thing this morming. He maid that

the Department was thenm wrestling with all manber of
hypothetical contingencies and that I had just. addéd
another,

4, He called back shortly after rioon -and. advised that
it was the Department's position that calls for active
resistance must not be broadcast by RFE, no matter from

-what level of CGzech officialdom it emijnates. Trucheart

sald that it was recognized that RFE might incur some loms
in credibility, but that this was preferable to RFE's
pogsibly becoming co-responsible for the blewd-bath that
nobody wants. Trueheart said that. this decigion harked
back to the post-Hungarian revolution analysis of the
role played by media under Western cemirol in the final
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outcome of that event., Accordisg to Trueheart, the Depart-

-ment wants to be certain that all media undeyr govermmental

contrel have an sbsolutely clean recerd in case the Czech
situation should end fragically.

5. The above guidance has been passed to both RFE and.
RL,
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