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Endara Reeehes 
Unexpected Support 

Banks Reopening for 
Limited Sen-ice 

·'t 

Situatiun Rl·purt 

The former Defense Chief remains in the Pa 
talks eontrnue. 

Col. Arnulfo Castrejon. former Na,·y Commander. 
and the PDF Chaplain were detained yesterday by US forces when 
they exited the residence. Former National Investigations 
Depanment chief Lt. ('al. Nivaldo l\tadrinan and Noriega bodyguard 
Captain Gaitan reponcdly have requested asylum in Spain. which has 
said it will take them ·if they arc not under US indictment . 

Fom1er President Rodriguez and Labor Pany leader Sic.iro. Noriega·s 
broJher-in-,1.aw, yesterday acknowledged Endarn's legitimacy. Press 
reports sav pro-Noriega former presidential candidate Carlos Duque 
plans to picdge his suppon for E,1dara .. F••• 
JhJ Q The Duque a~d Sieiro s~atem1 cnts sugge~t tMheir pa

1
nies .. 

w 1ch won several seats m the Nallona Assembly m ay. p an on 
participating in the posQ§l,Cga period: they may also hope to head 
off arrest by US forces. . 

The banking commission has announced that banks will operate for 
an additional six months under cash withdrawal restrictions imposed 
by the Noriega regime and that all ostdated sala~hecks issued b • 
the regime will be paid in cast.. 

• 7 Most of the funds expected to be rele
1
ased probably will 

be used to meet salaries and operating expenses, providing little 
liquidity to the banking sector. Moreover, some insurance companies· 
claims that they-arc not obligated to pay for property dama\e, c.ed 
by the intervention and looting will hurt rebuilding effons. •' ·, 
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Public Seniccs 
Opcralional 

lnternetlonal 
Scene Qu!et 

Threats to US 
Installations 

Situation on Ground 
Stabilizing 

To~I 
"'~ ll!f.--~..n•t•tU•.t ...,., b ~ 

The electrical insiitutc is prm·iding power to many areas. and 
tclct·ommuni<:ations services rcponcdly arc functioning. The 
international airport ma~· reopen for commercial service this 
weekend. Municipalities and public utilities arc beginning <iudits 
to detect irregularities from previous years. perhaps for criminal 
prosecution. Several businesses arc asking civilians to return 
merchandise and equipment taken during looting with no questions 
asked. Food and medical goods rcqortcdly arc in short supply in 
heavily damaged areas. ( llflD lb U 1 3 

Lebanon yesterday became the I I th country to recognize the Endara 
government. Japan said it will recognize the go,·ernment as soon as it 
assumes greater control of the situation. Ecuador recalled its 
Ambassador for consultations but said he will return in a few davs. 

-.=Ib.e_UN General Assembly met yesterday to discuss a Cuban- · 
Nicaraguan draft condemning the US inten·cntion. It was shelved 
in favor of a compromise proposal-to b~ considered today-that 
.. strongly deplores" the US action and demands the withdrawal of 
US troops, while recognizing the need to reestablish ti~mocracy and 
ensure respect for humanfsgs and that is expected-to rcccin· broad 
support. say press reports £ - . b :, 

I More governments are likely to declare their support now 
that the Eiectoral Tribunal has valida!ed the May election.~ 

• 

claimed responsibilitl' for the bombing on Monday of a US facility 
in rural Peru. F M.!I. £[ . 

. ~~ 
~••••lll'Bombings have occurred against US targets in several 

Lafin American countries. and reports of potential terrorist acts 
continue to surfacelll••• 

Incidences of sniping have dim in ishcd considerably: Nevertheless, 
US forces estimate that 150 pro-Noriega forces remain unaccounted 

- for in areas around Panama City and Colon .••• ~ 

1t1•••~An undetermined number of Defense Forces and pro­
Noriega irregulars probably remain in the western provinces. PDF 
contingency plans had called for paramilitary types to form urban b 3 
guerrilla groups, and isolated i.ncidents and h.Wza~gntacks are 
likely to persist while they arc at large. 'Q~-.YUJ , 

TC\~. 
::!9 December 1989 
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New Go,·crnment Organizing 

The leadershi~ of Ro'inania's National Safratlon Front (FSNJ is settling 
in but is sendi*mixed signals about its commitment to a multiparty 
S)'Stem 

1 

I:''"'· .· · · 

In the new government's first official press conference yesterday, a 
spokesman said its priorities will be ending the violence. getting the 
state apparatus functioning. reviving the economy. and organizing 
free elections. The FSN also said that most officials who had served 
under Nicolae Ceausescu will not lose their jobs and that the death 
pemilty will not apply to Securitate rebels who surrendered by 
yesterday afternoon's deadline. On \Vednesday the goyernment 

-=..o..JJUblished an .. an ti terrorist" d~crec giving itself arrest powers 
tantamount-to martial la\\~ 

Ji I s uMmn;s . f!tL -. ; :! Presid~~t Ilicscu s_tresscd 
the F N's comm1tme o democra · _ . nd pohucal plurahsm, but · 
he stopped short of adv.acating a multiparty system. Iliescu also left 
in doubt whether the FSN will support the promised April schedule 
for free elections and indicated the drafting of a new constitution 
will follow the c:lections. He played down the issue of student 
dissatisfaction with Communist domination of the new government. 
The press,Jtas reported no new demonstration since Tuesday. f ']. 

I f Prodcmocracy groups apparently are concerned that many 
. top military, security, and political leaders associated with Ceausescu 
at one time or another arc now calling the shots for the FSN. They 
probabl!' will need time to organize themselves, and they may be 
willing to give the government a breathing period to restore order. 
But the issue of broader participation in the government is not likely 
to go aw~y:specialg if IIig§.t,Peg. bs to drag his feet on scheduling 
tfie elect1on:-; .. a a ......... ,. 

J 
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USSR: !\Iilitary Prc~cs Gorbachc,· on Baltics 

Senior SQl'iet military officers are increasingly critical about 
de1·elopments in the inf<'ependent-minded Baltic republics, inclffffiff' 
the creation oj' an independent Lithuanian Communist Party ••• f!' 

In a recent Red Star article, the Baltic Military District's chief 
political officer described how Soviet military personnel and their 
families have been subjected to an escalating series of indignities, 
including the denial of housing and ration cards ac; well as 
anti militarism and ariti-Russian hatred. He and other senior military 

_ ~,~~a:~~:t~:,;;i~~:::r:i~t~e~a~~~~ary m~Jf!:S~~~~d~~~~~ ·11arm·; nrshe 
· :__ w itt . . J fl RIJ£ I • Q I IC ta President 
---Uorbachev said fie was under. increasing pressure to take action 

froamilitafy leaders~speciallv General Staff Chief Moiseyev. ,. -

1 J .· I( · p The military appar~ntly is gctt~ng bolder in ta.king its case 
to the top levels of the party hierarchy. It 1s already womed about the 
implications for Soviet interests of the breakdown of Communist rule 
in Eastern Europe and may be concerned that the Lithuanian party's 
declaration of independence from the CPSU is a first step toward 
secession. not only of Lithuania, but probably the rest of the Baltic 
states ancf'perhaps other non-Russian republics, such as l\foldavia or 
Georgia. The high command may feel that Moscow must hold the line 
now in Lithuania or face the unpalatable alternative ofuwghe army 
to suppress rebellion in several republics in the future. •I• • 
Gorbachev undoubtedly is feeling the sting of military pressure, but 
he may also regard the airing of the military's discontent at this time 
as polstering his leverage on the Baits, especially the Lithuanian 

~~~~~~~~~L\@ij#bhors ,;oJzlw(it~o reconsider their break 

-
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USSR: Hard Currenc~· Debt, 1980-89• 

Net debt is £rOSS debt less SO\·iet assets in "' cstcrn banks 

Billion current US dollars 
so -----

~o 

0 1980 81 82 83 84 85 86 

•Estimated. 

87 88 

Gro!>s deb! 

Ne! deb! 

89 
Preliminary 
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USSR: Worded About Rising Foreign Debt 

The USSR's growing hard currency debt and Jl'estern uneasiness about 
Soriet creditK·orthiness are making Moscow more cautious about using 
loans to finance imports forits sagging economy~ "( [J B-3 
Concern that top Soviet leaders ha\'e expressed recent!:: about the 
debt was echoed by the Congress of ~ople's Deputies last week when 
delegates adopted language calling for the I 1-95 economic plan to 
define measures to reduce the forei n debt. 

oscow has accelerated borrowing to· 
- /help finance increascd,.p chases of light industrial equipment. 

-· agricultural products, and .manufactured consumer goods. 

-

Some West;rn lendcr.s arc inc.rcasingly concerned about the USSR 's 
creditworthiness des pit~ its assets of.· Jltir RI l&i n 
~otA.baRks and Soviet old reserves varued at $28 billion. 
••!111••11111•~~·····11!· -..~ \Vestern bankers are tightening 

. credit to the SR because of the slo·w pace of domestic reforms. 
·· growing unrest in the republics, and the lack of financial information 

on new borrowers who arc now allowed to seek loans as a result of 
decentralization but who have no credit record. An oversupply of 
Soviet cowmercial papc:r to finance imports over the past year has 
also boosted the interest rates Western banks are charging. JJI llJb ... 

11 1 · The resolution of the Congress will strengthen the hand 
of the leadership as it tries to fert.d off calls by some economists to 
borrow more to finance much higher import levels. Soviet officials 
have assiduously guarded the USSR 's credit standing and would like 
to maintain it in the event that unexpected problems such as a poor 
harvest, a sharp downturn in oil production. or serious consumer 
unrest create a need to borrow heavily; bi a 
Moscow is having no problem in scrvieing its deb~its debt service 
ratio is about 25 percent-but it would have t9 dra~· down reserves to 
ti:l_cet payments should it encounter an unexpected earnings shortfall. 
The SO\·iets probably will carry through with a planned moderate 
increase in imports of consumer goods next year but wilf attempt 
to hold down borrowing by cutting some imports for the industrial 

~~:~~ :~~ ~~Ji~~£tit1J LoLl currJ"fW'iifJm countries such as 

·, 

B-1 

13-'3 

Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan



13-3 

I 

/ 
't 

IJ-J 

Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan



hl 
b·:$· 

·' 

BL.LGARIA: Regime Bows to Dissident Pressure 

Bulgurian dis\idt."nts and the more radical reformers in the 
Communist·Party. partly spurred by the upheaval in Romania. have 
incrcast<d pressure on the government to move faster on political 
reform. The party leadership agreed to begin roundtablc talks with 
the opposition after striking workers at some 70 enterprises this week 
demanded the resignation of party leaders. The Central Committee· 
is meeting i11 emergency s<:ssion today to mo,·e up the next party 
congress and reassess the assimilationist policy toward the country's 
Turkish minority. The hardline Minister of Interior was re laced by 
Deputy Minister of Defense Semerdzhiev. 

I sm. Party leader Mladenov probably will continue to try 
to appear responsive to dissident demands without giving up the 
reins of power. Next week's round table is not likely to produc.i; a 
compromise that will satisfy demands of the opposition for a role in 
the eovernment. and t-ru!t-failure might provoke renewed protests. 
Mladenov probably chose an Army general to lead Interior in the 
hope of avoiding a confrontation letween military and security forces. 
like that in Romania. a I Ill I 5ll t . ).; 

• 
YUGOSL\. \'IA: Party Endc.r:.es End to Political l\1vnopoly 

A Yugoslav Communist party Central Committee plenum preparing 
for a national party congress next month has approved draft stands 
that would eliminate the party's political monopoly, lift restrictions 
on political activity. and allow direct secret ballot elections. The 
pl-en um stopped short of advocating a multiparty system. probably 
because of opposition from the Anny and strongman Milosevic in 
Serbia. The five other republics have called for multiparty elections, 
and at least Slovenia and Croatia are.p' lanning fr~ elections in the 
spring ll p '* _ _ 

£ f I The party's draft positions are a compromise:_. Party leaders 
probably fear that a more explicit stand on the mUltiparty system 
would encourage new conflict by Serbia against Slovenia and Croatia 
and possibly precipitate a breaku-p of\he national party. The congress 

. probably will adopt the compromise. opening the door for free 
elect ions in most of Yugoslavia by the end of 1991. Milosevic's 
refusal to keep pace with growing reform sentiment may further 
isol~te him in lhe federation and erode his power base i.n Serbia. ·, 

~~i~~:~~i~ ;'~~~:~~~,~~rfciJf ni'if any challg;e q..o ;is authority with 2 a; ; 

6 
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USSR: Ycl'tsin Running for Russian Republic Presidency 

Political maverick Boris Yel'tsin has been nominated by voters in a 
~ma.II !9.wn near. Moscow for t~e pr~sidency of the R_ussian Rcl?ublic, 3 "t. bu1ltilibf1 L'f:!il!IL&if Yel tsm IS the smly prominent candidate b 
or the post so far. he incumbent, Politburo member.Vorotnikov, 

has not yet announced whether he will run. The president will be 
chosen by the republic legislature that will be elected by the 
population in March. ~ ~ _ 

- •• ••0·~·-~ • •• ,.-·(% 9 U Yel'tsin probably views capturing the Ru~an presidency b (3} 
as a critical step in a political comeback that has been marred by 
recent scandals. His populist and antiestablishment stance is likely 
to continue to appeal to restive Russian workers ancLuationalists, 
although it is uncertain how he will fare among delegates to the 
legislature. The presidency of the Russian Repu~lic is likely, in the 
course of political reform, to become an influen~tal position. and. as 
president. Ycl'tsin. who has,(ies to the radical Interregional Group 
in the legislature. might po~~ a serious challenge to the party in the 

.\republic:. Mikhail.Gorbachev, however. heads the recently created 
.\.Russian Republic party bureau and is therefore well positioned to act ?... 

as a counterweight to a Ycl'tsin presidency. . ·. _b J 

7 
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Brazil: Consumer Price Inflation 

Percent change per monlh 
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HR.-\ZIL: Financial !\Iarkets Resume Slide 

The vi,·torv of centrist President-elect Collar o\·er his Marxist 
oppon<."nt briefly calml·d Brazil's financial markets. but predictions 
of spirali-ng inflation have caused tJ1e currency to resume its sharp 
dl·cline. The c:ruzado last week dropped 14 percent against the dollar 
following official projections that consumer prices will rise by as 
mu,·h as 55 percent this month. This week. rumors of SO-percent 
inflation for next month caused a similar dedine. Brasilia has denied 
it will freeze prices and instead continues to raise interest rates on its 
bonds. most recently to 85 percent per month. Collar has yet to name 
his cabinet. which th<: markets arc interpreting as a deliberate go-slow 
approach. z ll. f L 
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· LEBA~O:"': Fighting Between Rini! Shia :\lilitias Eases 

l\1cdiation by Iran and Syria appears to have temporarily calmed 
fighting bctwcc.:n Lebanon's Amal and Hizballah militias. The clashes 
began in mid month in the Bekaa Valley and spread to southern 
Lebanon. where they intensified last week: SHian troops in B · 
have r ,·cnted Ii htin there. 

· JZ: I he latest round of fighting is the most serious since Iran 
-=-and Syri:! brokered a peace agreement last January. Hizballah leaders 

have grown -impatient with Amal's refusal to implement provisions 
of the agreement allowing Hizballah to increase its presence in the 
south. which Amal leaders fear would proYoke Israeli retaliation 
against Amal villages. Amal is not likely to abide by a cease-fire 
h 1 · · n «n111 s t at caves H1zballah far.ces.. in place. f JU · 
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CHILE: Taking First Steps in Difficult Transition 

President Pinochet has made several moves to facilitate a smooth 
transition when he rclinq'uishes power on 11 March. but he _continues 
to try to limit the next government's room for maneuver: I a ·:--· 

J I If IJilfnllh:rfinochct and President-elect Aylwin held 
cordial t ks last week and established ministerial-level workin 

- eanwhile. the Pinochet regime named 
·conservative loyalists the nine appointed scats in the Senate, 

-- t dcnyinl Ailwin's coalition a majority in the upper house. f 
& iiP a 

~·····iJiDespite the lack of agreement .:>n substantive issues, 
the meeting set the stage for further negotiations an , e!ped calm 
fears that P-inochet wilLt ·to disrupt the transition. 

UN: Security Council ~lcmbership Rotation Next \\'eek 

Cuba will chair the Security Council in February, not January, as 
indicated in the Daifr on 27 Dcce-mber. Ivor• Coast chairs the 
Council next month: Ji([ k . 

10 
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Americas 

USSR 

•••• 

South Asia 

East Asia b/-

~? 
1)3 

In Brief 

-- !\:iearagun on Wednesday put military on highest-level alert. 
warning ofpo!>sible US invasion ... reser...-ists. militia. and 
demobilized ,·eternns called up· ... probably latest ploy to fuel 
popular resentment against pro-US oppo~ition. &· 

- Lithuanian radio said yesterday Sm·iet pany Central Committee 
delegation will ,·isit on Tuesday. President Gorbachev on 
6-7 January ... trying to persuade republic pan)· leaders to 
reconsider split with Moscow. a f 

- Four legislators in India's Andhra Pradesh kidnapped o,·er 
weekend, Sikh legislator from Punjab vanished yesterday ... 
government's recent capitulation to Muslim extremists who 
kidnapped minister's daughter encouraging radicals. f UJ I 

.::.... Nepal's Foreign Minister visiting New Delhi 3-4 January for talks 
on 10-month dispute over expired trade, transit treaty ... new 
Indian Government pledging to improve relatiGQs with neighbors 
... Kathmandu calling talks exploratory .•... _. 

_..,. 
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Polish Economic Reform-An Outline 

The reform package is assuming greater urgency because the economy continues to decline:· 

- Industrial performance has dropped steadily since April; monthly output now is 
9 percent below that of a year ago. 

- Inflation, now running 50 percent per month. will total 900 to 1,000 percent for 1989. 

- Declining coal production has cut export earnings and may further cdmp industrial 
-Performancc-Ihe Soviets have reduced oil and gas deliveries, forcing Poland to 

arrange hard currency imports. · 

-A hard currency trade deficit of at least $50 million is expected this year, following 
three years of$ I billion annual surpluses. 

- Warsaw has ceased all commercial and official debt payments. 

The proposals before the legislature are intended: 

- To transform financial ~nagement ufstate enterprises by forcing them to operate on 
a profit-and-loss basis. 

- To further encourage private enterprise and foreign investment. 

- To eliminate tax loopholes .favoring heavy industry. 

- To make the National Bank of Poland more a central reserve bank. 

- To remove currency and foreign trade restrictions. 

- To provide for layoff's and firings and unemploymeni 'compensat~. 

- To discourage excessive wage hikes through tax. penalti~s. 

Reforms will also affect routine economic legislation due before the Sejm-(lower house) as 
soon as this week, including the budget law; the annual credit plan; and cultural, trainir1g, 
and science and technology funding. 

., 
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POLA~D: 

_, 

Special .Anal,ysis 

The Big Push on Economic Reform 

Protracnd debate in Poland's legislature o~·er landmark economic 
reforms k'il/ sorely strain the Solidarity-led go1·ernment coalition, and 
the rt!forms probably will cause initial economic disruptions greater than 
the gm·ernment anticipates, risking widespread labor unrest. Slok'i.'tg · 
the pace of reform, howerer, might jeopardize the H/estern aid and 
im·estment that Poland needs to rebuild its economy. Polish officials k'ill 
press for more IVestern help by arguing that a failure in Poland would 
lead other East European regimes to scale back their reform efforts. 

~-· r~ ~ 
All the coalition parties have criticizecl. some aspect of the pn:.i.;;·~m 

--=--and will push their own agendas. Many deputies question whether the 
governmem can provide for laid-off workers, and Rural Solidarity­
which earlier this month selected a more confrontational leader-is 
seeking farm subsidies and price guarantees. The Communists are 

4 

focusing on opposing privatization. r 
All the parties nonetheless realize the need for fundamental economic 
reform and probably will keep the coalition together at least long 
enough to launch the program. Opposition to the specifics of reform 
has produced n~ither a solid voting bloc nor credible alternatives, and 
using sp-.ial committee sessions rather than plenary debate should 
speed the legislative process an<' keep concessions to a minimum. 
Although Finance Ministe,· Balcerowicz may ai::cept some watering 
duwn of his initiatives, Lech Walesa's claim this month that Poland's 
critical situation warrants govemment resort to emergency powers 
also appears to have discouraged deputies from breaking ranks . •• 
Testi;:ig \Yorker Tolerance 

Balcerowicz's prediction that the reforms will leatr"to a 5-percent 
unemployment rate in 1990 and a 25-percent drop in income 
appears optimistic. Most government and enterprise officials are 
inexperienced with market mechanisms; removing price controls 
probably will increase inflation more than produc1fon fn the short 
run. Output will be lower and unemployment higher than Warsaw 
expects. and the unemployment ·compensation system being 
developed could collapse under the strain J ( J · 
\\'arsaw is taking every opportunity to bolster public tolerance 
for reforms. P"rime Minister Mazowiecki, Walesa. and Solidaritv 
legislative leader Geremek used a joint press q:mference on · 

I:! 

., 
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Polish Reform-The Legislative Process 

The government's goal of legislative approval by I January is difficult 
but n·)t impossible to meet. The bills arc before a special committee 
of the Sejm. The~mmittee is chaired by a Solidarity economist, and 
Solidarity and the junior members of the coalition-the Democratic 
and Peasant Parties-hold 27 of the committee's 43 seats. 

Solidarity and its newfound allies also control 269 of the 460 Sejm 
seats and so could in theory pass the economic legislation in the face 
of solid opposition from the Communists. In practice, voting on 
previous government initiatives has not been on strict party lines-, and 
the-government may lose some coalition votes. But it may also pick 
up support from reformist Communists, five of whom recently quit 
the party and now sit as generai!y progovcmment independents. 
Other Communists may abstain to avoid being labeled obstructionist 
while positioning them~lvcs to c..:>unterattack if the economy fails to 
respond to the n.:forms. 
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I 0 December to stress their agreement on the package. cautioning the 
public that the road ahead will be difficult. They also announced local 
elections will be held by next summer. prO\·iding an opportunity to 
remove. Communist local officials. The election pledge is intended to 
reassure people that reforms will ha,·e an effect at the local level and B . 1 
to provide an outlet for anti-Communist sentiment I •• , .? 

Mazowiecki will get an indication of the public's willingness to go 
along with reforms when \Varsaw raises coal and other energy prices 
as much as 400 percent on Monday. Although an immediate round 
of massive protests appears unlikely. workers will press factory 
managers to raise wages, and resistance to such demands might lead 

-C-¥Cntually to a surge in strikes. SI J 'B~ J 

Depending on the \"est 

Pol!sh offidals probably will face a deepening economic crisis 
by summer when unemployment and industrial decline threaten 
to undermine reform efforts. The;,- can be expected to seek more 
Western aid. probably claiming that the rapid pace of reform 
cncour?.ged by the West helped create the problem. They also could. 
persuasively argue that the failure of \Varsaw's program would reduce 
the impetus for reform throughout Eastern Europe. The Poles may 
contenc\.,that the West must help underwrite unemployment 
compensation and stand ready to supplement the zloty 
stabilization fund, if they are not to fall back on subsidies 
and guaranteed unemployment to avoid widespread labor unrest. 

db Ji lg 8 L I Ut 
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USSR: 

b I) 

h31 

Special Analysis 

Perestroyka's Bumpy Ride in the Countryside 

Presiderrt Gorbache1· has had mixed results from mo1·es to implement his 
policies at the local le1·d such as appointing reformers to regional party 
posts, stimulating grassroots ini·ofrement in decisionmaking, relaxing 
party control 01·er the econom)·, and granting local state institutions . 
more independence. Some progress has occurred where local leaders ha1·e 
mobilized popular pressure, but resistance from middle-le1·el officials 
remains K 0idespread, and the absence of explicit guidelines on 
implementation has left man;• local party bosses confused and poK'erless 
to manage the restructuring process. Gorbache1· may attempt to gfre 
focal part)' officials clearer direction, e1•en at the risk of backtracking 
on key aspects ofperestroyka~. I&••• 

--"""-:,...._-

Gorbachcv's strategy has succeeded in a handful of regions in the 
Russian Republic. He has singled out Orel and Lipetsk, the home 
bases of two newly appointed Central Committee secretaries, as 
models for the firm lcical party stand on perestroyka and grassroots 
acti\•ism he is trying to foster. He has praised party officials in those 
areas for innovative mctnods that have improved agricultural 
production. Even· in areas where bureaucratic resistance remains high 
and grassroots pressure is weak. tcntath·e steps are being taken to 
open the political process and democratize the party. In the past two 
months_threc regional party committees ha,'.e used multiple-
candidate elections to select first secretaries. 

- Despite Progress, Resistance Still Strong 

Many party leaders remain unwilling or unable to implement 
Gorbachev's policies. An article in·the leading p!l'ft)' journal 
Ko111m1111is1 recently asserted that conditions arc not yet ripe for rapid 
democratization and that forces opposing reform are as strong as 
those promoting it. Gorbachev told Pra,·da last month that onlv 
32 of the 79 regions in the Russian Re ublic are-developing to ·his 
satisfaction 
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