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The CIA’s National Intelligence Daily for 17 April 1989 describes the latest developments
in China. 
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Clll~A: Rcfornu:r's Death Triggers Dcmonstratiuns 

Ttu .. • dc01th of former Chinese ( ·ommunist Party Ucnernl Sc'-'rctary Hu 
Y01obtmg has become &1 rallying point fo1· the largcs.t dL•rnonstrations 
sim .. ·e late 1986. when students <krnanding more democracy 
contributed to Hu's downfall. Hundreds ofstudcnrs gathcrcd on 
Ueijing <.'arnpuscs to read illegal posters. mourning Hu and c.·•alling for 
greater freedom. Leading dissident intellectuals. including F01ng 
Lizhi, criticized the p;:1rty's treatment of intellectuals since the ouster 
of Hu, their longtime protector, as party chief in 1987. -

Comment: Hu's death removes one of the few remaining advocates of 
aggressive reform from the top echelons of China's leadership . 
• .\!though his power was diminished. he retained a popular following 
and may have been imponant behind the scenes in attempts to 
bolster reformers• position in the face of economic retrenchment. 
Continued student demonstrations may further polarize the political 
situation and give hardliners a pretext to crack down on trends they 
already find worrisome. Hu's departure will probably intensify the 
political jockeying by underscoring the mortality of other aging 
l(!ade__rs. c_spyciall~r Deng Xiaoping-Hu's sc.:nior by 10 years. 
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