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PARAPHRASE of Embassy's telegram No., 361, February 3,
to the Departmeunt of State,

A W

For the President and the Seeretary. Personal and
JooRtiin

Shortly after I gaw Stalin and Molotov last night
the British Ambassador called on theme. As Clark Kery
had submitted the Prime Minister's views on the Polish
question in writlng the day before, these were familiar
to Stalin. In a conversation which lasted nearly two
hours, Stalin first told the British Ambassador that he
would reply to Mr, Churchill scon by cable, and then
proceeded to snalyze and discuss the subjeot.

The British Ambassador lsast night told me the sube
stance of his conversation, but I have not yst seen his
report on it to the Prime Minister and Mr. Edeun., The
Prime Minister, I sasume, will be cabling you about it
and that Stalin's reply when received will be repeated
to yous The followling 1s an outline of what Clark Kerp
told me and 1s being communiceted to you for your pre-
liminary information.
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After expressing appreclation of the Prime Miunlster's
intereat in trying to find a settlement, Stalin stated
there were two points which must be understood in cone
nectlion with the Polish mmtter,

« 1le The bouunda yestion., Stallin sald that in
offering tHe Curgon *Int 28 a basls for settlement the
Soviet Government had made a conceasion to the Poles,

He stated that the Curzon Line was considered fair by
the British Goverument and that everyone seemed to agree
except the Poles. On the other hand, the Polish Goveru-
ment in London talked consistently of the Riga Line,
which had been eatablished by force and was known to be
unjust. Therefore he counsidered that the Polish Govern-
ment ahould accept the Curzon Line,
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2+ The Polish Goverument in Loudoun. It was stated
by Stelin thet he could recognize the Polish Government
in London as* now coustituted, but he knew it would act
in such & way that within a very few weeks relations
would have to be broken off again. He said thet the
undergroyild movement, asting undeyr orders from London,
was unwilling to cooperate with the Red Army and was.
killing psrtlisans. Stalin produced & pamphlst dated
July 1943 which he said was published by the Polish £
underground in Vilns. The words "Hitler and Stalin, S
two facea of the same evil" formed the headline scross (&
this pamphlet. He seld that thls was typical of the
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Polish attitude, and it wes therefore obvious that,
before the Polish Government could be dealt with, it
would have to be reorganized.

Clark Xerr aasked Marshal Stalin specifically which
Individuals he felt must be eliminated from the Polish
Government, Although 3telin wes not prepared to commit
himgelf without further study, he mentloned three names:
Kot, Kuklek, and Sosunkowski, and he emphasized his psrti-
culay distrust of the lasat named.

Stalin questioned the legality of the present Polish
Government in Londoun, when the British Ambassador stated
that the Prime Minister d41d not wish to involve himself
in its reorganization and that tq do 80 would be an inters
ference with sovereign prights. Stalin commented that the
last elected President, Mosclokl, was now in Switzere
land taking out Swiasa naturalization papers and that
President Reczklewioz has not beaen elected by the Polish
people. Other governments changed from time to time,
including the British Government, The Polish Government
would sink into the same disrepute as the Yugoslav Gove
ernment unless it were reorganized, Stalin felt that
the opinion of the Pollsh people, of whom he spoke in a
friendly manner, was not expressed by the Government in
London. About a year ago Eden had told Maisky that he
doubted whether the governments in exile, except the
Czeoh Government, would return to thelr countries without
basloe reconstruction, 3Stalin insisted that new men who
were "democratic, antiefascist and proeally" wst be
brought into the Pollsh Covernment. The British Ambagsador
strongly defended Romer and belleves he convinced Stalin
that Romer was genuluely anxlous to establish relatlons
with the Soviet Union which would be permcnently satlise
factory.

The following questions to which ths Pollsh Covern-
ment had requested an answer were submitted to Stalin
by Clark Kerr:

lo Would Poland be llverated by the Red Army?
Stalln replied in the affirmative.

2. Would Poles east of the Curzon Line be perw
mltted to migrete west by the Sovist Government? To
this Stalin answered yes, and added that permission to
move east should be granted to the Ukralunlans west of
the 11RQ¢

ﬁm After liberatlon would a democratic election be
permitted by the Soviet Government? Stalin's reply wes
af{lrmative,

_£;f Would a defensive alllance with Poland agalinst
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Cermeny be agreed to by the Sovlet Union? Yes if the
Poles wish it, was Stalin's anawer.

Stelin waes friendly but firm and definite throughout
the conversatione. Clark Kerr received the impression
that, provided of course the Curzon Line was accepted as
the basis for boundary settlement, the Soviet Government
would recognize the Pollsh Goverument in Iondon if that
Government could be induced to effect a reconstitution
by sliminating the individuals most objectiocnable to the
Soviets. Although Stallin manifested a firm determinae
tion not tn establlish relations with a Government he
could not trust, he indiceted no desire to "hand plck"

a new Polish Government, .

W R Y

After I had concluded discussion on military matters
during my own conversation with Stalin earlier 1in the ;
evenling, I mentioned your interest in and concern over %
the Pollish question, Emphasizing 1ts importance to us, ‘
I sald that, as you had expressed 1t at Tehrsan, 1t waas
your hope Stalin could find a& solution to the mmtter,
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The Vilna pamphlet was shown me by Stalin, who ex=
pressed himself forcelbly agalnst Sosukowski and the undere
§round movement, and he covered some of the ground he

ater developed with Clark Kerr, However, he Indicated ;
a friendly attitude toward the Polish peopls snd, ale !
thouzh not specifylng names, towards some of the members ‘
of the present Polish Goverument, 3talin sald that
Mikolsjozyk 1s weak and under the control of Sosnkowski
but that when Sikorski was alive he (Sikorski) had cone
trolled the Government, '
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Marshal Stalin feels he expressed his point of
view plainly at Tehran and does not belleve he 1s taking
unilateral action, He considers that he has mede con~
cessions to the Poles, and that now it 1s up to the Poles
to deal Iin justlce and good faith with him, He asked
why the Red Army wshould bleed to put these people into
power and give them the rule of territory that was fore
cibly teken from Russlsa,

I told Stalin that I only wanted to remind him of
your keen interest in his finding a solution -~ and had
not come that evening for the purpose of discussing the
Polish question., He appesred anxious that you should
understand his point of view and was ready to dlscuss any
aspect of the matter with me, Stalin's balief 1ls that
his position 1s Justified and 1s falr,




Wilson Center Digital Archive Transcript - English

PARAPHRASE of Embassy's telegram No. 361, February 3, to the Department of State.

—————————— O00For the President and the Secretary. Personal and Secret. [

Shortly after | saw Stalin and Molotov last night the British Ambassador called on
them. As Clark Kerr had submitted the Prime Minister's views on the Polish question
in writing the day before, these were familiar to Stalin. In a conversation which lasted
nearly two hours, Stalin first told the British Ambassador that he would reply to Mr.
Churchill soon by cable, and then proceeded to analyze and discuss the subject.

The British Ambassador last night told me the substance of his conversation, but |
have not yet seen his report on it to the Prime Minister and Mr. Eden. The Prime
Minister, | assume, will be cabling you about it and that Stalin's reply when received
will be repeated to you. The following is an outline of what Clark Kerr told me and is
being communicated to you for your preliminary information.

[JAfter expressing appreciation of the Prime Minister's interest in trying to find a
settlement, Stalin stated there were two points which must be understood in
connection with the Polish matter.

(1. The boundary question. Stalin said that in offering the Curzon Line as a basis for
settlement the Soviet Government had made a concession to the Poles. He states
that the Curzon Line was considered fair by the British Government and that
everyone seemed to agree except the Poles. On the other hand, the Polish
Government in London talked consistently of the Riga Line, which had been
established by force and was known to be unjust. Therefore he considered that the
Polish Government should accept the Curzon Line.

02. The Polish Government in London. It was stated by Stalin that he could recognize
the Polish Government in London as now constituted, but he knew it would act in such
a way that within a very few weeks relations would have to be broken off again. He
said that the underground movement, acting under orders from London, was
unwilling to cooperate with the Red Army and was killing partisans. Stalin produced a
pamphlet dated July 1943 which he said was published by the Polish underground in
Vilna. The words "Hitler and Stalin, two faces of the same evil" formed the headlines
across the pamphlet. He said that this was typical of the Polish attitude, and it was
therefore obvious that, before the Polish Government could be dealt with, it

would have to be reorganized.

Clark Kerr asked Marshal Stalin specifically which individuals he felt must be
eliminated from the Polish Government. Although Stalin was not prepared to commit
himself without further study, he mentioned three names: Kot, Kukiek, and
Sosnkowski, and he emphasized his particular distrust of the last named.

Stalin questioned the legality of the present Polish Government in London, when the
British Ambassador stated that the Prime Minister did not wish to involve himself in
its reorganization and that to do so would be an interference with sovereign rights.
Stalin commented that the last elected President, Moscicki, was now in Switzerland
taking out swiss naturalization papers and that President Raczkiewicz has not been
elected by the Polish people. Other governments changed from time to time,
including the British Government. The Polish Government would sink into the same
disrepute as the Yugoslav Government unless it were reorganized. Stalin felt that the
opinion of the Polish people, of whom he spoke in a friendly manner, was not
expressed by the Government in London. About a year ago Eden had told Maisky that
he doubted whether the governments in exile, except the Czech Government, would
return to their countries without basic reconstruction. Stalin insisted that new men
who were "democratic, anti-fascist and pro-ally" must be brought into the Polish



Government. The British Ambassador strongly defended Romer and believes he
convinced Stalin that Romer was genuinely anxious to establish relations with the
Soviet Union which would be permanently satisfactory.

The following questions to which the Polish Government had requested an answer
were submitted to Stalin by Clark Kerr:

1. Would Poland be liberated by the Red Army? Stalin replied in the affirmative.

2. Would Poles east of the Curzon Line be permitted to migrate west by the Soviet
Government? To this Stalin answered yes, and added that permission to move east
should be granted to the Ukrainians west of the line.

03. After liberation would a democratic election be permitted by the Soviet
Government? Stalin's reply was affirmative.

g

4. Would a defensive alliance with Poland against Germany be agreed to by the
Soviet Union? Yes if the Poles wish it, was Stalin's answer.

Stalin was friendly but firm and definite throughout the conversation. Clark Kerr
received the impression that, provided of course the Curzon Line was accepted as the
basis for boundary settlement, the Soviet Government would recognize the Polish
Government in London if that Government could be induced to effect a reconstitution
by eliminating the individuals most objectionable to the Soviets. Although Stalin
manifested a firm determination not to establish relations with a Government he
could not trust, he indicated no desire to "hand pick" a new Polish Government.

After | had concluded discussion on military matters during my own conversation with
Stalin earlier in the evening, | mentioned your interest in and concern over the Polish
question. Emphasizing its importance to us, | said that, as you had expressed it at
Tehran, it was your hope Stalin could find a solution to the matter.

The Vilna pamphlet was shown me by Stalin, who expressed himself forcibly against
Sosnkowski and the underground movement, and he covered some of the ground he
later developed with Clark Kerr. However, he indicated a friendly attitude toward the
Polish people and, although not specifying hames, towards some of the members of
the present Polish Government. Stalin said that Mikolajczyk is weak and under the
control of Sosnkowski but that when Sikorski was alive he (Sikorski) had controlled
the Government.

Marshal Stalin feels he expressed his point of view plainly at Tehran and does not
believe he is taking unilateral action. He considers that he has made concessions to
the Poles, and that now it is up to the Poles to deal in justice and good faith with him.
He asked why the Red Army should bleed to put these people into power and give
them the rule of territory that was forcibly taken from Russia.

| told Stalin that | only wanted to remind him of your keen interest in his finding a
solution -and had not come that evening for the purpose of discussing the Polish
question. He appeared anxious that you should understand his point of view and was
ready to discuss any aspect of the matter with me. Stalin's belief is that his position is
justified and is fair.



