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T H E  WHITE  H O U S E  

WASHINGTON 

?rofessor Bscar L a s e  t e l e ~ h o n e d  
.-  r 
._r. ;arl;~ r e ; ; ~ ~ ? . s t i l ~  ~n q;o idcer . t  ir, s??sr 

t o  present t 3  h2: ?, resor t  on F.3 t r i y  t o  
\ 

215si3. .:Ztcr ci i - icktn~ ~ 5 t h  3. C. 2. Zohien 
.--- 

of the  S t s t e  2e;)e.-L.zerlt, ii v;as C Z X ~ E ; ~  t h z t  
I s h o d 2  rece5ve 52.1 an6 accept FLis m:>ort 
-31~112 t h s  l ' L ~ ~  s s t  f o r t h  in ::g 2uct: 15th 
l e t t e r  t o  the ?rofe:sor. 

I find th.t t he  F ~ ~ Y Q T ~  h- 3 cosy 
of the  report  -;;kith P r o ~ . e s s o r - h ~ e . - . l . e l t ~ . ~ e d  

. t o  the  lec.~t=,r:.r of S t a t e  . thro!yh Lfr. 2ket.t-iniws., 
The ?l%r*..-5sssr seene:i ka?;1y a t  bein? 4 recsived 
in t:ii? ;.?iite liouse, ZC I thitf-: !-:flat t:-~la :',I;. - close tk r:n.?tter. L ~:C.VB not i f ied  3. 30111~11 
of t3e cant.-nts o f  the re!~ort  l e f t  :;it5 ize. 
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June 15, 1944 

Dear Rofessor Langet 

This  will ackrtoaledge receipt f- 
you of a copy of the Report on your recent vieit  
to Russia, t h e  original of which has been sub- 
mitted to the Secretaqr of State, through the 
Under Secretary of State, bir. S t ~ t i n i ~ ~  . 

r.8 you state i n  your covering memorandw 
to the President, t h i s  Report is submitted on 

- pour own initiative, and I n  your capacity aa a 
private herican citizen who is anxious to pre- 
sent his dews on hie own visit t o  Ewsia* 

Very SiacexwJy yours, 

Professor Oecar, w e ,  
Departnor& of Econdas, 
University of Chicago, 
Chicago, Illlnoia 
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- Zbe 7llniveref& of abfcago - 
Department of .Economtce 

CHICAGO 37, ILLINUiS 

June 12, 1944 

The President 
The Yhite House 
Washington, Do C. 

Dear M r .  President: 

I take the  l i b e r t y  of enclosing'  
a copy of a repor t  which I have submitted t o  
the Secretary of State.  

The repor t  concerns my t r i p  t o  
the  U.S .S .R . ,  during which I v i s i t e d  the Union 

- of Polish P a t r i o t s  and the Pol ish  Army. 

I am submitting this repor t  on 
my own i n i t i a t i v e .  

OL: j 

Enclosure 

Most respec t fu l ly ,  
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f .. 
17, CONFERENCE KITH WSIIAL STALIN AND b¶R. ZIOLOTOV. 

~ e n g t h ,  2 hours, 20 minutes.' L~ng?age, Russian. Aleo present, 
a. Pavlov, who took notes of the  conversation, 

1. ---- 
? 

- c 
. 1 ,. 

,,! J 

I;*' , -. Marahal S ta l l=  s t a r t e d  by asking me my impresoions of the 

, it* Polish army, I t o ld  him what I had seen and heard, and observed t h a t  
the ideas o f  t he  s o l d i e r s  and o f f i c e r s  were more r a d i c a l  than those- 

- -.--,+ CL - of the  menibera of the  Union of Polish Patr iots .  I pointed out that 
\ whereas t h e  overwhelming majori ty of the so ld ie rs  a re  f o r  nat ional l -  

zat ion of b i g  indus t r ies  and banking, the Union of Polish Pa t r io t s  
holds back on th i s  polnt. I mentioned tha t ,  i n  par t icu la r ,  the  Pol ish  

" Colrrmunists a re  now the right wing of the Union of Pol ish  P a t r i o t s  (i,' 
( a s  compared w i t h  the  Soc ia l i s t s  and the  Peasant par ty) ,  and t h a t  
they object  t o  the demand f o r  na t ioml i za t ion  of b ig  inclustries be- 

. cause they th ink  this would undernine nat ional  unity. S t a l i n  smiled 
i and said,  "ThstLs-becausa_I!-ve - bawled --__ them outenk He addod t h a t  ho i s  

very g a t  i f  l ed  'to-know t h a t  there  Ts -cons1;6efible demand f o r  nation- 
a l i z a t i o n  o f  bi& indus t r ies ,  and t h a t  he tirinks t h a t  i s  very benefi- 

. c i a 1  bocal-e it w i l l  serve t o  strengthen the power of the  Pol ish  
govern~ent  by providing It a i t h  a source of income lndspen~sn t  o f  
taxation. If the  Polish people want t o  nat ional ize  t h e i r  b ig  ifidus- 
t r i e s ,  its t h e i r  business, but the  Soviet Unson re fuses  t o  put any 
pressure in t h i s  direction; on the  contrary, it w i l l  lean backward, 
I observed t h a t  I had the  Impression tha t  he underestimates ths radi-  
calism of the  Polish people, and t h a t  the soc i a l  composition of the 
Poltsh army i n  the  U,S.SIR. is not representative,  It cons i s t s  ' 
l a rge ly  of government s e t t l e r s  and wealthier peasants. Once Poland 
Is l ibera ted ,  tke Polish working c l a s s  and the  landless  p r o l e t a r i a t  
a s  well a s  t he  poorer peasants w i l l  becone vocal,. S t a l i n  ropl iod 
t h a t  he thinks  the German occupation has d e s t r ~ y e d ~ c l a s s  l i nes ,  par- 
t i c u l a r l y  between poor and wealthy peasants, The r e a c t i o n  of t he  
d i f f e ren t  s o c i a l  s t r a t a  w i l l  be r a t h e r  IUI.%f'oX'IUr 

I pointed out t h a t  the  so ld i e r s  i n  t h e  Polish army coxplain 
very b i t t e r l y  about the  condit ion of t h e l r  r e l a t i v e s _  in the  i n t e r i o r  
of the  Soviet  Tinlon. I t o l d  him tha t  I consider the  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  
t o  be reaching a c r i s i s ,  unless something is done, S t a l i n  r ep l i ed  
t h a t  he is well  aware of it, but there is a war on and t h a t  t he  con- 
d i t i o n  of the Polish population is no worse than tha t  of t he  Soviet  
people i n  s imi l a r  wnlks of l i f e .  I t o ld  h i m  t h a t  I knew th i s  and 
f u l l y  apprecia te  t he  d i f f i c u l t i e s  of t he  s i tua t ion ,  but t he re  a r e  
ce r t a in  spec ia l  hard3hips t o  which the  Poles a re  subject  because they  
a re  refugees o r  deportees w i t h  no roo t s  emong t h e  population, I 
pointed out  fu r the r  t h a t  even Lf some special  p r iv i leges  shogld be 
created f o r  the Poles, t h i s  would be i n  the i n t e r e s t  of t h e  Soviet 
Union, l'i-n the  -refugees and deportees re turn  t o  Poland, they w i l l  
t e l l  s t o r i e s  of t h e i r  treatment i n  the Soviet Union, and these  t a l e s  
w i l l  be a potent f ac to r  In  shaping Polish public opinion w i t h  regard 
t o  the Soviets ,  If these s t o r i e s  w l l l  be e n t i r e l y  of deprivations 
and suf fe r ings ,  the Pollsh public w i l l  t3im of the  Soviet Union very 
adversoly. Strong neasures on behalf of  the Polish pop:~lat lsn  taken 
now w l l l  c rea t e  a much Eore favorable a t t i tude.  S t a l i n  sa id  ti?at 
t h i s  was t r u e ,  and f o r t u n a t e l y  now the economic s i t u a t i o n  i n  the 
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sm l e t  Union l a  improvfng rapidly and special  measure nay be taken. 
* (The next day S ta l in  called i n  Xanda \Yasilewska, to ld  her tha t  i n  
1 view of the inproving economlc sltuat-ion, improvement i n  the s i tua-  

i t l on  of the Poles i s  poaslble, and tha t  the Union of Pollsh Patriota 

. . .- should prepare plans f o r  improvement and submit them t o  the Soviet 
goverment . ) 

W e  returned t o  the question of Poland. S t a l i n  said t h a t  
he wants Poland as  an-ally,-and t5erefore is interested that  Poland 
be strong both in ternal ly  and externally. H e  is ready t o  help the 
Poles build iKX&%y, and he wants to  contribute with arms and equip- 
ment fo r  1,000,000 men. It i s  by no means the intent ion of the  Soviet - 
governllent t o  force Poland into the position of a small and weak 
' buffer s ta te .  On the contrary, a f to r  the defeat of Gemmy, Poland. 

w i l l  play a lead- ro le  i n  Europo. I asked whether he did not con- 
s fde r  that  the t e r r i t o r i a l  demend of the Union of Polish Pat r io ts  
with regard t o  Germany i s  exaggerated. I observed t ha t  even the de- -- 
mand fo r  East Prussia has considerable 'opposition i n  Amrlcan and 
Br i t i sh  public opinion, but tha t  I think the Gernan nation w i l l  
swallow the loss  of East Prusaia and Upper Sllesla.  The denands of 
the Union of Polish Patr iots ,  however, go much fa r the r  and there 
m i g h t  be soms reason t o  fea r  t h a t  if granted, they would hurt  Gernan 
national feel ing s o  deeply as t o  perpetuate Gernan desires  f o r  re- 
venge and make impossible the absorption of Gerrany in to  a nea 
European order. Sta-n. answered- that-he :did-not c ar-e. - Tkere a r e  two? 
poss ib i l i t i e s :  e i the r  tho paace w i l l  be such t hi%- it mill  creat_e['j 
des i re  for  G e m n  rovenge, or i t  w i l l  be such as t o  make German rs- 
!venge impossible. In  the l a t t e r  case, it l a  bound t o  hurt  German 
national feelings. The f i r s t  course would be too r i sky  t o  embark 
upon and almost cer tainly Germany wotlld s t a r t  another w a r  of conquest 
within a generation. S t a l i n  then cent on t o  describe t h o  his tory  of 
German wars of aggression, and he concluded that  G e m y  nust be 

- destroyed once and fo r  a l l  as a po l i t i c a l  yiower. A t  t h i s  point he 
gave an account of the agreement reached a t  the Teheran Conference,/' 
He added t h a t  not only Germany has to  be des t ropd-as -a -po l i t i ca l  
power, but a l s o  Japan. He said t ha t  the United States  should show no 
mercy to Japan, and destroy once nnd forever i ts  p o l i t i c a l  and indus- 
t r i a l  power. 30th Germany and Japan, he said,  are  a lso  aneconomic 
menace: Germany by its meat  efficiency, Japan by i ts a b i l i t y  t o  
undersell other-nat ions l n  the world market t h r o u a  explol tat lon of 
cheap labor. The American workers, he sa id ,  have reached a cul tura l  
l eve l  a t  orhich they cannot work fo r  wages which would enable Axmrican 
industry t o  compete w i t q  Japan. I esked S ta l in  whether he rea l ized  
t ha t  such a policy with regard t o  Gemany could be carr ied out under 
only one condition, namely, that  tho cooperation between the United 
States ,  Great Bri tain and the  Soviet Union be permanent, Should t h i a  
cooperation break d own and hvelop into r iva l ry  or  confl ic t ,  one of 
the powers w i l l  t r y  to  play Germany against the others. This would 
lead t o  a comback of Germany, and a s  the t rea ty  of Versalllos was 
mere childs-play compared t o  what Is bein& proposed now, Gorman revenge 
would be t e r r i f i c .  S ta l in  answered t ha t  he i s  not worried about 
tha t ,  because the cooperet ion be t17cen the United Sta tes ,  Great Br i t a in  
and the Soviet Union i s  not merely a temporary conjuncture, but the 
r e su l t  of a fundamental comnunity of h i s to r i ca l  lntereatd. 
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;,&emnoe w i t h  N J ~ I  ~ t a ~ i a  - 3 > 
,* 

-*; 4 . . 4 

i- 
- 3 , I asked S t a l i n  whether he  dobs<not believe i n  t h e  poasi- 

b i l i t y  of a s o c i a l i s t - o r  semi-social ist  Germany, After  a l l ,  I said ,  
German s o c i a l  aemocracy and t h e  German Conmunist Par ty  had oducated 
the German ororking c l a s s  i n  a Xarxian s p i r i t ,  Should the  r e s u l t  of  

-- ,  
i - 

e l l  this Marxist education be e n t i r e l y  destroyed? EZr, Xolotov added 
- -- , - & this point  t h a t  there  were more t h a n  5,000,000 anti-Nazi votes  in 

I '  t h e  l a s t  f r e e  Gexp-an- 81-qction. S t a l i n l s  r e p l y  was t h a t  the  cadres - 

of t h e  Geman Labor movexont have-be-en a n t i r e l y  d estroyed by fascism, 
and the rank and f i l e  has shown no xzoral res is tance,  Lie s t a r t e d  des- 

.. .+q:&@ 

. %+-rv a i l  t h e  a t r o c i t i e s  committed by the  German so ld i e r s ,  t h  

, +A:: manner ln which Nazism has  destroyed a l l  humane value8 and bru t  i i z e d  
- 

9 
t h e  sou l  of t h e  German people. :;hen describing the moral e f f e c t s  of 

I fascism and t h e  German b r u t a l i t i e s ,  Stalln appeared t o  be deeply af- 
f e c t e d  emotionally. Re then r e l a t e d  the experience8 with German war- 
prisoners  who do not even s e e  the  wrong they are doing, and when -. . - *m4,- asked how thsy  can do such non-human ac t s ,  answered t h a t  t h s y  were 
ordered t o  d o  so, 'He concluded by saying, what can you do w i t h  a 

1 na t ion  wnich i s  ready t o  comnit any a t r o c i t y  because it is  so  ordered 
by t h e  government. Tha comeback of the  German Labor movemnt, he 
added, is  a matter  of one or  two generations;  i n  the meantime no 
chances can bo taken with Gemmy. 

The consequence fo r  Poland of t h e  pollcy chosen at  Teheran 
with regard t o  Germany is  obviousm With the  d e s t r u c t i o n  of Germany, 

' Poland w i l l  emerge a s  a major European power. Poland should c la im 
, :) - not only East Prussia and Upper S i l e s i a ,  but  a l l  German t e r r i t o r i e s  

including S t e t t i n ,  S t a l i n  s a i d  t h a t  h a - i s s t  s _ p e  ,- 
the  Poles should g e t  Dreslau-.or-not;. Furthermore, he said 

Roosevelt agreet3-wlth h i s  point  of view, bu t  *. 
Churchil l  had some hesi ta t ions .  I&, Churchil l  asked who woqlld 
guarantee the s e c u r i t y  of such Pol ish  borders,- to which S t a l i n  re-  
p l i ed ,  the  armed might of the Soviet  Union. Sta lga  added t h a t A i s  
conversation was carr ied on in the  presence of ~ir-?iF&%bald-JSerr~ 
(The next day I asked S i r  Archibald about it, and-he-honf i r m d  i n  
full S t a l i n ' s  statement,) I asked what should be done w i t h  the  Ger-' 

>man population of these t e r r i t o r i e s ,  The answer was-that they  should 
-- be deported. About 3,00Q&W m i g h t  f i n & r ! ~ i n S i b a r i a ,  some r e t u r n  

t o  Gemany which has s u f f e r e w e a t  l o s s  of man-power i n  the war, 
and as f o r  t h e  r e s t ,  S t a l i n  added, naybe the re  w i l l  be room ln South 

- American o r  somewhere e l s e  f o r  them. 

- Somehow we cams t o  t a l k  about France. S t a l i n  sa id  ' tha t  
t h e  t rouble  w i t h  the French is  t h a t  they have l o s t  t h e i r  p a t r i o t i s n  
and a r e  not  w i l l i n g  t o  make s a c r i f i c e s  f o r  t h e i r  country. I obssr- 
ved t h a t  there seems t o  be a g r e a t  moral and p a t r i o t i c  regensrat ion 
tak ing  place  anong the  French, p a r t i c u l a r l y  among the  youth. He 
answered t h a t  he is q u i t e  aware of it, but these young people have 

. no experience i n  governing a country, He quoted Lsnin as having s a i d  
t h a t  it takes  a t  Is& 1 5  years f o r  a n9w ru l ing  group t o  acquire the 
experience necessary f o r  good governing. I n  the meantime, he  added, 
whlle they are  learning t h e  country cannot be-strong.  It w i l l  there- 
f o r e  take qu i t e  sone time u n t i l  Trance bscomes a s t rong power a ~ a i n ,  

-We came back t o  Poland and d i s a ~ a s e d  the  question of the  - 
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Coderenee w i t h  ilr )hpl Sto l in  - 4 -  
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polish government. S t a l i n  s&id  that there, rill be no AMaOT i n  Poland 
-because m l l i t o ~ g  administration of Poland would involve a ru le  of 
%usslans over Poles, w'nich is qq~ite  3.npossible. The Poles must form 
their own administrat ion. IJo Polish goverment will-be formed by 
the Union of Pol ish P a t r i o t ~ ; ~ e - P o l ~ ~ a h ~  tpvernment must emerge out  
of-Poland i t se l f .  ae believes tha t  auch forces do e x i s t  among the 
Polish underground, The' Union of Polish Patr iots  might collaborate, 
and an underst-anding with the London government night be desirable, 

PThe door t o  an wzdersta'ding with __-____ t h e  Polish- --- ggve8rnmenment i n  London. 
,is e v e r  cloaaGi," he added, meaning, cf' course, the Soviet goverment. 
Be is  favorably disposed toward 2ikola_jgyk. I asked about S:r. Eiomgr?, 
the Polish Pin is tor  of Foreign ~ f f a f i s ,  Both S t a l l n  and Kolotov 
th lnk ' tha t  he-is- a l l  right. iliolotov quoted a recent speech of  
Uikolajczyk in which he maintains t h a t  he has the supgort of 90 per 
cent of tne people of Poland, S ta l in  laughed and said,  "I Co not 
know whether I have the s u p ~ o r t  of 90 per cent of the Soviet people; 
how can he know i n  London how nuch support he has i n  ~oland3"  He 
then e xplained t h a t  representatives of the Polish government under- 
ground arny -got i n  contact with Soviet mil i tary author i t ies ,  propos- 
ing collaboration. Thc Red iimny accepted the off or ,  demanding only 
subjection under Soviet mi l i ta ry  command, but refraining from making 
any p o l i t i c a l  conditions, The Polls11 emissaries went back t o  con- 
sult t h e i r  superiors,  but faf led t o  return. The rank and f i l e ,  how- 
ever, became bnpatient and s t a r t ed  t o  join the Bed A r m y  or  the ?or- 
t lsans,  S t a l i n  thouglht t h a t  Mikola jczgk should be w arned against  
believing i n  the f a i r y  t a l e s  of h i s  own intell igence service, 

4 

A t  t h i s  point I asked whother there might be any possible 
changes in the  Curzon line. S ta l in ta  f i rs t  answer was, " O h  yes, 
four kilometers t o  tine eas t  o r  t o  t5e west." Then 1 t o l d  h i m  t h a t  

7 
I did _cot want t o  ask embarrasing quest ions, and did not cone t o  en- 
bsrrass  the Soviet governmeni:, but t o  help create understanding, I 
therefore do not ask and question and do 9ot expect an answer, but 
I should l i k e  t o  present cer ta in  f a c t s  and argtrments, I t o l d  him 
how a t r o n g l y t h e  Polish aoldiera f e e l  aboutlurow, and observed tha t  
A's, Eolotov should have read the passages of the reports  o f - the  
Amrican 'correspondants who were with m e  I n  the army, which hed bsen 
censored. Yz. iAolotov said t h a t  he was acquainted with the censored 
passages, and a l so  knew about the feel ings i n  the arrng from othor 
aources, I added t h a t  Americans of Polishd escent f e e l  very strongly 
about i t ,  and tna t  a l l  Polish ref  ugees--In Eiew York. wno-are lros t 
s p ~ a t h e t i c  with the Union o f 7 o l i s h  Patrrots  asked me t o - r a i s e  t h i s  
quesEi6n of Lwow with the Soviet goverment. S t a l i n  answered, "Yes, 
but 2f I concede t o  'the Polish demands, 1'11 have to  make war ,qn t he  
m a i n i a n s ,  and there a re  several  n i l l i o n  of then i n  the Red Arxyel' 

replied,  *Once more 1 am not asking a question nor do I e x p e a  a 
reply, but I should l ike  t o  express my own views on the subject." 
Then I sa id  that-somebody must be hurt, ei ther  the Poles o r  the 
Ukrainians, I'he problem i s  t o  hurt  tha t  s ide  which can be hurt w i t h  
l e s s  dmage t o  the future of Polish-Soviet friendship. To the 
Ukrainians, I -%aid, Lww means l e s s  than t o  the Poles. The Ukrainiun 
have other inportant cu l tu ra l  centers, and Lwow was anyway outside 
the Vkrainian Soviet Hepubllc. Then there a re  ahnost twice a s  zany 
TPQ.ainians a s  Polas, and consequently Ubaln ia  can more e a s i l y  suffer 
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,a t e r r i t o r i a l  loss. -In Poland there were f i v e  oul tural  centers: 
~ ~ ~ ~ a W r  Cracow, Poznan, Lwow and \Yilno. The loss  of tno of i h e m  
would be very heavy, and acquisi t ion of German c i t i e s  without a 
polish cll l tural  heritage cannot be considered as  aompensation f o r  
the loss of  old historical Polish cu l tu ra l  centers. If Poldnd m a t  

up Lwow, t h i s  w i l l  be a constant source of anti-Soviot ill 
eel-; and agitation.  T h i s  may be most dangerous 'for the  future 

of Pollah-Soviet relntidns,  I concluded by saying thn t  t h i s  was a 
) statement- and not a question, and I did not expect an ansuer. 
S t a l l n  said, "This problem must be studied f u r t h o r . ' k ~  L- 

S t a l i n  sa id  t h a t  he understands t o  a ce r t a in  degree the 
posit ion of the Polish ;., overnm n t  i n  London. They a re  asked t o  m k e  
t e r r i t o r i a l  ponceasions i n  the East, but they  are not sure rfhether 
the promised acquisit ions i n  the Jes t  w i l l  materialize, Theref ore, 

I 
he thinks, the Restern f ron t i e r s  of Poland should be a e t t l e d f i r s t .  
Once they are  se t t led ,  the discussion about Eastern f ron t i e r s  w i l l  
be much easier ,  

A t  t he  end of t h e  conversation, S l l n  askad me whether 
I found my v i s i t  t o  the Soviet Union intoresting, I answered i n  

> the  a f f i rmt ive ,  He to ld  me tha t  he thought a v i s i t  t o  Great Br i t a in  
t o  see the members of the Pofish &overment should be equally in ter -  
e s t ing  t o  me, ife added t h a t  since I am a private person and an 
Amsrican, I c a n s  peak more f ree ly  than others vrho are  i n  o f f i c i a l  

.-governmental positions. I could t e l l  the members of the  Polish 
goverm.ont i n  London, he added, what I -saw i n  the U.S.S.R. , i n c l u d h g  
' the  present conversation, He a l so  continued, i f  I were you I would 

not only speak t o  h!ikolajczyk, but I muld a l so  v i s i t ,  i n ~ g o u r  place, 
Sosnko~:skk and find out what tha t  m a n  r e a l l y  wants. I t o l d  him tha t  
I might onquire f'rom the American author i t ies  whether Iwould  be For- 
mitted to'qake ny t r i p  back via London, S t a l i n  repl ied  tha t  I should 
not do t h a t  because it would creete the inpression t h a t  I was carry- 
ing defini te  proposals from the Soviet government. If I want t o  g o  
t o  London, I should go from the Unitod Sta tes ,  and not say anything 
now to  the Br i t i sh  Ambassador i n  Xoscor~. H e  thought -that such a 
v i s i t  m i g h t  prove t o  be very beneficial ,  par t icu lar ly  since the 
Soviet goverment had no other poss ib i l i ty  of d e a l i q  with the 
Polish government except through the Br i t i sh  government, and this 
makes the rcachinery very heavy. I answered t h a t  if direct  contacts 
are desired, why doesn't the Union of Polish Patriota send a delegata 
t o  meet a member of the Polish goverment, say i n  Stockholm. S t a l i n  
answered t h a t  t h i s  muld  mean o f f i c i a l  negotiations, f o r  which dofi- 
n i t e  proposals a re  ne'eded, and the breakdown of which m i ~ h t  make 
fu tu re  contacts nore d i f f  i cu l t ,  I, a s  a private individual who 
apeaks without obligation t o  anyone, could do much nore. I repl ied  
that I sfiall  investigate the problem upon my return t o  the United 
Sta tes ,  and mentioned tha t  G!r, Stanczyk, Minister of Labor was i n  
America, S t a l i n  said I sure ly  should see him, and I repl ied t h a t  
I w i l l  neke sure he doesn't leave the United States  before my rettrrn. 
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A t  the very end, S ta l in  -asked me whether I believed i n  
the s ince r i ty  of tho Soviet (;averment's assurances tha t  they do 
notwant t o  oncroach upon Polandvs sovereignty and independonce. 

. ' I replied t ha t  I night or  might cot bellove i n  his ata temnts ;  

J tha t  they might be politYcal milowers. But the f a c t  that  he is 
, , ! I arming; the YoLish army, mflich Intends t o  win and protect Polandla 

' Independence, is the  real-proof of. hio lntentiona. I accept t ha t  '3 > , 
p r o o f .  , -  .- 

C 

- 

Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan



Wilson Center Digital Archive Transcript - English

PSF-66[Handwritten]				
				
-PSF: Orlemanski-Lange Folder
                                            4-44 [Handwritten]

The White House
Washington
June 15, 1944

Memorandum for the Files:

Professor Oscar Lange telephoned Mr. Early requesting an appointment in order to
present to him a report on his trip to Russia. After checking with Mr. C. E. Bohlen of
the State Department, it was decided that I should receive him and accept his report
along the lines set forth in my June 15th letter to the Professor. 

I find that the report is a copy of the report which Professor Lange delivered to the
Secretary of State through Mr. Stettinius. The Professor seemed happy at being
received in the White House, and I think that this will close the matter. I have notified
Mr. Bohlen of the contents of the report left with me.

T.D.B. [Both typed and hand initialed] 

[ed. note: new page in original.]

June 15, 1944

Dear Professor Lange:

This will acknowledge receipt from you of a copy of the Report on your recent visit to
Russia, the original of which has been submitted to the Secretary of State, through
the Under Secretary of State, Mr. Stettinius.

As you state in your covering memorandum to the President, this Report is submitted
on your own initiative, and in your capacity as a private American citizen who is
anxious to present his views on his own visit to Russia.

                            Very sincerely yours,

                            THOMAS D. BLAKE
                            Assistant to MR. EARLY

Professor Oscar Lange
Department of Economics,
University of Chicago,



Chicago, Illinois.                                                                                                   
TDB:mtl

[ed. note: new page in original]

[ed. note: letterhead] The University of Chicago
Department of Economics
CHICAGO 37, Illinois

June 12, 1944

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:
I take the liberty of enclosing a copy of a report which I have submitted to the
Secretary of State. The report concerns my trip to the U.S.S.R., during which I visited
the Union of Polish Patriots and the Polish Army.

I am submitting this report on my own initiative.

                                                            Most respectfully,

					Oscar Lange [ed. note: hand written]
OL: j

Enclosure

May 17. CONFERENCE WITH MARSHAL STALIN AND MR. MOLOTOV
Length, 2 hours, 20 minutes. Language, Russian. Also present, Mr. Pavlov, who took
notes of the conversation.

Marshal Stalin started by asking me my impressions of the Polish army, I told him
what I had seen and heard, and observed that the ideas of the soldiers and officers
were more radical than those of the members of the Union of Polish Patriots. I pointed
out that whereas the overwhelming majority of the soldiers are for nationalization of
big industries and banking, the Union of Polish Patriots holds back on this point. I
mentioned that, in particular, the Polish Communists are now the right wing of the
Union of Polish Patriots (as compared with the Socialists and the Peasant party), and
that they object to the demand for nationalization of big industries because they think
this would undermine national unity. Stalin smiled and said, "That's because I've
bawled them out." He added that he is very gratified to know that there is



considerable demand for nationalization of big industries, and that he thinks that is
very beneficial because it will serve to strengthen the power of the Polish government
by providing it with a source of income independent of taxation. If the Polish people
want to nationalize their big industries, its [sic] their business, but the Soviet Union
refuses to put any pressure in this direction; on the contrary, it will lean backward. I
observed that I had the impression that he underestimates this radicalism of the
Polish people, and that the social composition of the Polish army in the U.S.S.R. is not
representative. It consists largely of government settlers and wealthier peasants.
Once Poland is liberated, the Polish working class and the landless proletariat as well
as the poorer peasants will become vocal. Stalin replied that he thinks the German
occupation has destroyed class lines, particularly between poor and wealthy
peasants, the reaction of the different social strata will be rather uniform.

I pointed out that the soldiers in the Polish army complain very bitterly about the
condition of their relatives in the interior of the Soviet Union. I told him that I consider
the dissatisfaction to be reaching a crisis, unless something is done. Stalin replied
that he is well aware of it, but there is a war on and that the condition of the Polish
population is no worse than that of the Soviet people in similar walks of life. I told him
that I knew this and fully appreciate the difficulties of the situation, but there are
certain special hardships to which the Poles are subject because they are refugees or
deportees with no roots among the population. I pointed out further that even if some
special privileges should be created for the Poles, this would be in the interest of the
Soviet Union. When the refugees and deportees return to Poland, they will tell stories
of their treatment in the Soviet Union, and these tales will be a potent factor in
shaping Polish public opinion with regard to the Soviets. If these stories will be
entirely of deprivations and sufferings, the Polish public will think of the Soviet Union
very adversely. Strong measures on behalf of the Polish population taken now will
create a much more favorable attitude. Stalin said that this was true, and fortunately
now the economic situation in the Soviet Union is improving rapidly and special
measure may be taken. (The next day Stalin called in Wanda Wasilewska, told her
that in view of the improving economic situation, improvement in the situation of the
Poles is possible, and that the Union of Polish Patriots should prepare plans for
improvement and submit them to the Soviet government.)

We returned to the question of Poland. Stalin said that he wants Poland as an ally,
and therefore is interested that Poland be strong both internally and externally. He is
ready to help the Poles build an army, and he wants to contribute with arms and
equipment for 1,000,000 men. It is by no means the intention of the Soviet
government to force Poland into the position of a small and weak buffer state. On the
contrary, after the defeat of Germany, Poland will play a leading role in Europe. I
asked whether he did not consider that the territorial demand of the Union of Polish
Patriots with regard to Germany is exaggerated. I observed that even the demand for
East Prussia has considerable opposition in American and British public opinion, but
that I think the German nation will swallow the loss of East Prussia and Upper Silesia.
The demands of the Union of Polish Patriots, however, go much farther and there
might be some reason to fear that if granted, they would hurt German national
feeling so deeply as to perpetuate German desires for revenge and make impossible
the absorption of Germany into a new European order. Stalin answered that he did
not care. There are two possibilities: either the peace will be such that it will create
no desire for German revenge, or it will be such as to make German revenge
impossible. In the latter case, it is bound to hurt German national feelings. The first
course would be too risky to embark upon and almost certainly Germany would start
another war of conquest within a generation. Stalin then went on to describe the
history of German wars of aggression, and he concluded that Germany must be
destroyed once and for all as a political power. At this point he gave an account of the
agreement reached a t the Teheran Conference. He added that not only Germany has
to be destroyed as a political power, but also Japan. He said that the United States
should show no mercy to Japan, and destroy once and forever its political and
industrial power. Both Germany and Japan, he said, are also an economic menace:
Germany by its great efficiency, Japan by its ability to undersell other nations in the



world market through exploitation of cheap labor. The American workers, he said,
have reached a cultural level at which they cannot work for wages which would
enable American industry to compete with Japan. I asked Stalin whether he realized
that such a policy with regard to Germany could be carried out under only one
condition, namely, that the cooperation between the United States, Great Britain and
the Soviet Union be permanent. Should this cooperation break down and develop into
rivalry or conflict, one of the powers will try to play Germany against the others. This
would lead to a comeback of Germany, and as the treaty of Versailles was mere
childs-play compared to what is being proposed now, German revenge would be
terrific. Stalin answered that he is not worried about that, because the cooperation
between the United States, Great Britain and the Soviet Union is not merely a
temporary conjuncture, but the result of a fundamental community of historical
interests.

I asked Stalin whether he does not believe in the possibility of a socialist or
semi-socialist Germany. After all, I said, German social democracy and the German
Communist Party had educated the German working class in a Marxian spirit. Should
the result of all this Marxist education be entirely destroyed?  Mr. Molotov added at
this point that there were more than 5,000,000 anti-Nazi votes in the last free
German election. Stalin's reply was that the cadres of the German Labor movement
have been entirely destroyed by fascism, and the rank and file has shown no moral
resistance. He started describing all the atrocities committed by the German soldiers,
the manner in which Nazism has destroyed all humane values and brutalized the soul
of the German people. When describing the moral effects of fascism and the German
brutalities, Stalin appeared to be deeply affected emotionally. He then related the
experiences with German war prisoners who do not even see the wrong they are
doing, and when asked how they can do such non-human acts, answered that they
were ordered to do so. He concluded by saying, what can you do with a nation which
is ready to commit any atrocity because it is so ordered by the government. The
comeback of the German Labor movement, he added, is a matter of one or two
generations; in the meantime no chances can be taken with Germany.

The consequence for Poland of the policy chosen at Teheran with regard to Germany
is obvious. With the destruction of Germany, Poland will emerge as a major European
power. Poland should claim not only East Prussia and Upper Silesia, but all German
territories up to the Oder including Stettin. Stalin said that he is not sure whether the
Poles should get Breslau or not. Furthermore, he said that President Roosevelt agreed
with his point of view, but Mr. Churchill had some hesitations. Mr. Churchill asked who
would guarantee the security of such Polish borders, to which Stalin replied, the
armed might of the Soviet Union. Stalin added that this conversation was carried on
in the presence of Sir Archibald Kerr. (The next day I asked Sir Archibald about it, and
he informed me in full Stalin's statement.) I asked what should be done with the
German population of these territories. The answer was that they should be deported.
About 3,000,000 might find room in Siberia, some return to Germany which has
suffered a great loss of man-power in the war, and as for the rest, Stalin added,
maybe there will be room in South America or somewhere else for them.

Somehow we came to talk about France. Stalin said that the trouble with the French
is that they have lost their patriotism and are not willing to make sacrifices for their
country. I observed that there seems to be a great moral and patriotic regeneration
taking place among the French, particularly among the youth. He answered that he is
quite aware of it, but these young people have no experience in governing a country.
He quoted Lenin as having said that it takes at least 15 years for a new ruling group
to acquire the experience necessary for good governing. In the meantime, he added,
while they are learning the country cannot be strong. It will therefore take quite some
time until France becomes a strong power again. 

We came back to Poland and discussed the question of the Polish government. Stalin
said that there will be no AMGOT in Poland because military administration of Poland



would involve a rule of Russians over Poles, which is quite impossible. The Poles must
form their own administration. No Polish government will be formed by the Union of
Polish Patriots; the Polish government must emerge out of Poland itself. He believes
that such forces do exist among the Polish underground. The Union of Polish Patriots
might collaborate, and an understanding with the London government might be
desirable.
"The door to an understanding with the Polish government in London is never closed,"
he added, meaning, of course, the Soviet government. He is favorably disposed
toward Mikolajczyk. I asked about Mr. Romer, the Polish Minister of Foreign Affairs.
Both Stalin and Kolotov think that he is all right. Molotov quoted a recent speech of
Mikolajczyk in which he maintains that he has the support of 90 percent of the people
of Poland, Stalin laughed and said, "I do not know whether I have the support of 90
per cent of the Soviet people; how can he know in London how much support he has
in Poland?"  He then explained that representatives of the Polish government
underground army got in contact with Soviet military authorities, proposing
collaboration. The Red Army accepted the offer, demanding only subjection under
Soviet military command, but refraining from making any political conditions. The
Polish emissaries went back to consult their superiors, but failed to return. The rank
and file, however, became impatient and started to join the Red Army or the
Partisans. Stalin thought that Mikolajczyk should be warned against believing in the
fairy tales of his own intelligence service.

At this point I asked whether there might be any possible changes in the Curzon line.
Stalin's first answer was, "Oh yes, four kilometers to the east or to the west." Then I
told him that I did not want to ask embarrassing questions, and did not come to
embarrass the Soviet government, but to help create understanding, I therefore do
not ask and question and do not expect an answer, but I should like to present certain
facts and arguments. I told him how strongly the Polish soldiers feel about Lwow, and
observed that Mr. Molotov should have read the passages of the reports of the
American correspondents who were with me in the army, which had been censored.
Mr. Molotov said that he was acquainted with the censored passages, and also knew
about the feelings in the army from other sources, I added that Americans of Polish
descent feel very strongly about it, and that all Polish refugees in New York who are
most sympathetic with the Union of Polish Patriots asked me to raise this question of
Lwow with the Soviet government. Stalin answered, "Yes, but if I concede to the
Polish demands, I'll have to make war on the Ukrainians, and there are several million
of then in the Red Army." I replied, "Once more I am not asking a question nor do I
expect a reply, but I should like to express my own views on the subject." Then I said
that somebody must be hurt, either the Poles or the Ukrainians. The problem is to
hurt that side which can be hurt with less damage to the future of Polish-Soviet
friendship. To the Ukrainians, I said, Lwow means less than to the Poles. The
Ukrainians have other important cultural centers, and Lwow was anyway outside the
Ukrainian Soviet Republic. Then there are almost twice as many Ukrainians as Poles,
and consequently Ukrania can more easily suffer a territorial loss. In Poland there
were five cultural centers: Warsaw, Cracow, Poznan, Lwow and Wilno. The loss of two
of them would be very heavy, and acquisition of German cities without a Polish
cultural heritage cannot be considered as compensation for the loss of old historical
Polish cultural centers. If Poland must give up Lwow, this will be a constant source of
anti-Soviet ill feeling and agitation. This may be most dangerous for the future of
Polish-Soviet relations, I concluded by saying that this was a statement and not a
question, and I did not expect an answer. Stalin said, "This problem must be studied
further." 

Stalin said that he understands to a certain degree the position of the Polish
government in London. They are asked to make territorial concessions in the East,
but they are not sure whether the promised acquisitions in the West will materialize.
Therefore, he thinks, the Western frontiers of Poland should be settled first. Once
they are settled, the discussion about Eastern frontiers will be much easier.

At the end of the conversation, Stalin asked me whether I found my visit to the Soviet



Union interesting. I answered in the affirmative. He told me that he thought a visit to
Great Britain to see the members of the Polish government should be equally
interesting to me. He added that since I am a private person and an American, I can
speak more freely than others who are in official governmental positions. I could tell
the members of the Polish government in London, he added, what I saw in the
U.S.S.R., including the present conversation. He also continued, if I were you I would
not only speak to Mikolajczyk, but I would also visit, in your place, Soankowski and
find out what that man really wants. I told him that I might enquire from the American
authorities whether I would be permitted to take my trip back via London. Stalin
replied that I should not do that because it would create the impression that I was
carrying definite proposals from the Soviet government. If I want to go to London, I
should go from the United States, and not say anything now to the British
Ambassador in Moscow. He thought that such a visit might prove to be very
beneficial, particularly since the Soviet government had no other possibility of dealing
with the Polish government except through the British government, and this makes
the machinery very heavy. I answered that if direct contacts are desired, why doesn't
the Union of Polish Patriots send a delegate to meet a member of the Polish
government, say in Stockholm. Stalin answered that this would mean official
negotiations, for which definite proposals are needed, and the breakdown of which
might make future contacts more difficult. I, as a private individual who speaks
without obligation to anyone, could do much more. I replied that I shall investigate
the problem upon my return to the United States, and mentioned that Mr. Stanczyk,
Minister of Labor was in America. Stalin said I surely should see him, and I replied that
I will make sure he doesn't leave the United States before my return.

At the very end, Stalin asked me whether I believed in the sincerity of the Soviet
government's assurances that they do not want to encroach upon Poland's
sovereignty and independence. I replied that I might or might not believe in his
statements; that they might be political maneuvers. But the fact that he is arming the
Polish army, which intends to win and protect Poland's independence, is the real
proof of his intentions. I accept that proof. 


