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N'col e e u e9cu: 

ui ~, vom ve1 a şic• prooleme VQ dor 

prietenul meu, domnul nreşe<iinte . 

Eu am mai reflectat asupra problem< lor 

1:1 'dl.c n 1 

car 

tat împreună . Inţeleg, desigur, mai binJ acum preocup~ril p 

care le aveţi dv ., guvernul şi poporul egiptean pentru soluţ·o­

narea cît mai grabnică a crizei din Orientul Apropiat. m xppli­

cat şi un şir de considerente ale noastre, asupra carora nu m~i 

revin . Doresc doar să subliniez încă o dat~ că, după părerea 

mea , în condiţiile actuale o soluţie militară e te greu de 

întrevăzut . 

De aceea, consider că problema unei soluţii politice 

trebuie să constituie în momentul de faţă o preocupare 

principală . Pentru aceasta , după părerea mea, este necesar să 

se găsească căile pentru ca şi alte state care doresc să ajute 

la rezolvarea războiului să se ocupe şi să ajute mai mult în 

această problemă . 

Anwar Al Sadat : 

Foarte just . 

Nicolae Ceauşes cu: 

Lst, necesar sa se ncţioneze pentru a det~rm·n ls 1 1 

dopte o pozi~ie mai r8ţion'lă şi aă renun e 1 ri idit 
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Do sc i.nc o m ţion z, n far 

c o ibilitatea unor ·ratative secr t nu tr bu· exclus , d c 

nu cum , cel puţin în perspectivă . 

Anwar Al .->adat : 

.a este , foarte bine 

Nicolae Ceauşescu: 

ceasta este ce am vrut să spun dragului meu prieten, 

preşedintele Sadat . 

Anwar Al Sadat: 

Am încredere deplină în dumneavoastră l 

,vem aceleaşi principii - sîntem pentru neamestec în 

treburile statelor, nu sîntem aliniaţi după nimeni şi dorim să 

ne construim ţara conform voinţei poporului nostru . Avem aceleaşi 

păreri în tot ce am discutat. 

Eu , personal , am o mare admiraţie pentru preşedintele 

Ceauşescu şi am dorit mult să vă întîlnesc . Am dorit să vă 

cunosc personal , ca şi pe preşedintele Tito, şi să avem o 

discuţie sinceră , deschisă , ca cea de acum . 

Doresc să-i spun prietenului meu că sînt gata s adopt 

orice hotărîre îndrăzneaţă . Nu vreau să fiu lider al lu ii 

arabe, nu am ambiţii personale în acest sens. m s us clar c 

sînt gata să închei un cord de pace ~i să recuno c Is lul • 

• ici un conduc tor ·r b nu indrăznit s fac 

i înco ce . 
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i 1 u r z cu o r1 1 meu. ~ 

o • lui. 

pun unii li ri r i, 

lucr i u poporul av., 

ndoi tim c in nmnă pu r 

_a um m spus dra lui meu prieten, sint i u 

ori'e h t rîre in răzn ţă . Condiţia este s ici ze ţara. 

PPrs n m a nu c nt az· • Dar nu vre::i.u să ajun ca regele 

Hu·sein, car e te 3.Cu.m total izolat în lume rabă . 

Nicolae Ceauşescu: 

Dacă în~~leg bine, pri tenul meu Jadat are in v der , 

totusi , po~i' ilit tea ca , la un moment dat, s aibă loc int lniri 

intre re rezent n~ii epublicii rabe Egipt şi ai Isra lului, 

d sigur in condiţii care ar urma s · fie pus de cord . 

mar 1 S dat : 

(în uviinţează, dind din p) . 

icola Ceau,escu: 

înt 

t b ie s 

cord că , entru intr prin e nu i 1 

iste nranţii de line . 
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u le-am s us că imi ste reu ~ x ri o 

eh iune pe car nu o cunosc înc c tr b i • 

-o 

t, 

ns , părerea că ar trebui să se îndească l a un f orm 

de or anizare mai unitară a pop laţie1 palestinien • 

Anwar l adat: 

Foarte bine . 

~icolae Ceauşescu: 

Am spus că , pentru a ajunge la solu ţ ia unui stat ult1-

naţional , mai întîi trebuie să ajungă la forme de organizare 

politică de sine stătătoare . Ar putea chiar să ia în considerar 

posibilitatea de a se fixa pe un teritoriu, de a constit i un 

guvern provizoriu palestinian . ~ceasta ar fi de natră să 

pună capăt şi frămîntărilor şi ciocnirilor dintre a·verse ăr· 

arabe . 

n plus , această cale ar da au~orivate acestei po u a~·i 

de aproape trei ~ilioane . r putea să pri ească ~i recun a t re 

~e plan internaţional . 

Vă spun rept - şi aces~ lucru n~ - am pus lor - c o 

ase enea soluţie es~e în interesul tuturor ărilor ar e, n 

interesul unei soluţii de perspec iv în r~en~ul 

Pe această bază se va putea ede că vor 1 

feder ţie cu evreii , cu un st t rab s u l lt 

r ac s~a ţ" e de o eta lte io r • 
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Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

Minutes of Conversation
of the separate discussion between […] Nicolae Ceausescu
and […] Anwar El-Sadat, in Cairo, 6 April 1972. Sergiu Celac,
acting director in the Romanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
translated.

Nicolae Ceausescu: I'll ask you that this time the conversation be carried out in
English.

Anwar El-Sadat: Very well.

Ceausescu: We just held a short press conference. Of course, the central issue was
the situation in the Middle East.

Sadat: Of course; that's the way it should be.

Ceausescu: I'd like to refer to some issues that we discussed last time, and in the
second part, to inform you of the discussion we had yesterday with the
representatives of the Palestinian Liberation Organization, with Arafat and another
two.

Sadat: Very well.

Ceausescu: Of course, we'll see what issues my friend, the president, would like to
bring up. I thought about the issues we discussed. I now understand better the
concerns that you have, the Egyptian government and people have for finding a
solution to the crisis in the Middle East in the shortest possible time. I explained a
series of concerns that we have, and I will come back to them. However, I want to
stress once again that, in my opinion, it is difficult to see a military solution. This is
why I believe that finding a political situation must be the principal concern at the
moment. That is why, in my opinion, it is necessary to find a way to allow other
countries, which want to help find a solution to the war, to do so and help more on
this issue.

Sadat: Very true.

Ceausescu: It is necessary to act in such a way as to convince Israel to adopt a more
rational position and give up the rigid position is had today.

Sadat: Very well.

Ceausescu: I believe it is necessary to act more forcefully to combat any tendencies
to annex territory. This suggests a more intense diplomatic activity from other
countries as well.
Of course, for this to happen, Egypt and the other Arab countries should first request
such help. I will tell you, honestly, I am under the impression that, presently, the
world public opinion and a slew of international forces are not fully aware [sesizate
concret] of the Middle East situation. This gives Israel, and especially the reactionary
circles in Israel, the possibility to make all sorts of maneuvers. Honestly, I tell you this
also applies to some reactionary Arab circles.

Sadat: Very true.

Ceausescu: This makes the policies of the imperialist countries, including the US,



easier.

Sadat: True!

Ceausescu: Starting from these considerations, I think it is necessary for you to
elaborate a program of specific activities for the intensification of political and
diplomatic actions, so a political solution to the conflict can be found soon. This would
force Israel, [also] other reactionary circles, to reveal their positions and intentions,
could lead to better revealing the progressive forces in the Arab countries, and, in the
end, would offer the forces in the socialist countries, of other countries as well, of the
international progressive movement, the opportunity to act resolutely in support of
this issue.

Sadat: Very well.

Ceausescu: The example of Vietnam is very clear here. Of course, you have to take
this step. I just wanted to tell you a few thoughts I had as I considered our
discussions.

Sadat: I am in full accord!

Ceausescu: In my opinion, there are favorable conditions to do more, and with better
results. As I told you last time, we are ready to do everything in our power. 

Sadat: Very well!

Ceausescu: It is clear that Israel would like to find out the conclusions we reached
[here]. We will inform them, we'll tell them our opinion.

Sadat: Very well.

Ceausescu: You can always count on us that we'll do everything in our power to help
with your struggle. I want to mention again that, aside from all this, that the idea of
secret negotiations should not be excluded [from the start]; if not for now, at least
[sometime] in the future.

Sadat: That's true, very well.

Ceausescu: This is what I wanted to tell my dear friend, President Sadat.

Sadat: I have full faith in you! We have the same principles-we [support]
non-interference in the internal affairs of other countries, we are non-aligned, we
want to build our country based on the will of our people. We have the same opinions
on all issues discussed. 

Personally, I have a great deal of admiration for President Ceausescu, and I wanted
very much to meet you. I wanted to meet you personally, like [I did] President Tito,
and to have a sincere, open discussion, like the one right now.

I want to tell my friend that I am ready to adopt any daring decision. I don't want to
be the leader of the Arab world; I don't have any such personal ambitions. I clearly
stated that I am ready to sign a peace treaty and recognize Israel. Not one Arab
leader has dared to do so in the past 22 years. What is worse is that once I made this
decision, in front of the Arab world and in front of my people, and after I obtained [the



people's] approval for it, there was no reaction from Israel, with the exception of the
declarations in the Knesset that they will never withdraw to the 4 June [1967]
borders. This thing they presented as a principle of their policy. I said it, I don't seek
to impose myself as the leader of the Arab world, I don't seek anything for myself. I
seek, before all else, the good of my country. 

If Israel, through your good offices, as a friend in which I have full confidence, and in
which I know they too have full confidence, will tell us clearly what they want, then it
will be good. I don't want to get in the same situation in which King Hussein is in now.
He talked with Israel. And what was the result? They dropped him! Recently, Madam
Meir, talking to some students, said some things that will finish King Hussein. And
that after he did everything they wanted him to do. I repeat, I don't seek anything for
myself. But, if I can do something for my country, then I am ready. I don't seek
anything for my own personal prestige. I am ready to take any decision.

I agree with my friend, the President, that a political solution is very difficult. That's
what I said yesterday as well, that I am for peace, because I want what's good for my
country. But peace is not only dependent on my actions. The other side must also
seriously consider this thing. I am ready to walk this way, but it must be a just peace.
I said this in front of the entire Arab world: I will recognize Israel and its borders, but
not the new Arab territories it obtained after the invasion. This was said for the first
time in the last 22 years. I said in front of the entire world that they will be allowed to
use the Gulf of Aqaba. I am ready to give them guarantees in this respect, and if my
guarantees are not sufficient, I am ready to accept that some UN forces be stationed
at Sharm el-Sheikh. I made this statement and did not redact it in any way. 

If they want this-great! But no one will ever agree to relinquish even a centimeter of
Arab land. Believe me! No matter what some Arab leaders might say, the people will
never accept [that]. You work with your people. I work with mine. We both know what
the power of the people means. As I told my dear friend, I am ready to take any
daring decision on the condition that it benefits the country. My person does not
matter. But I do not want to end up as King Hussein, completely cut off from the Arab
world.

Ceausescu: If I understand correctly, my friend Sadat considers it possible, however,
that at some point, a meeting between representatives of Egypt and Israel will take
place, under conditions that will have to be settled. (Sadat nods in agreement.) I
agree that, for certain steps to be taken there must be full guarantees. This issue is
so serious that rushing might ruin it. You can be sure that I will not say these things
until I am convinced that all necessary conditions are ripe.

Sadat: Very well.

Ceausescu: I will not tell Israel that you are ready, until I will be convinced that they
are serious about it. I will talk with them myself, and, if I reach this conclusion, I will
make the next step. 

Sadat: I fully agree with this way of proceeding.

Ceausescu: In this context, I will send my personal representative [Deputy Foreign
Minister George Macovescu]. Probably it will be the same representative that had, in
the past, contacts with President Nasser.

Sadat: Very well. I know him.

Ceausescu: If something develops, you can send someone to me. I will receive them.



Sadat: Very well. I will do so.

Ceausescu: If there are serious problems, a flight between Bucharest and Cairo only
lasts four hours; even three with a good plane. […]


