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I stated that the President Aid not wizh to minimize
the hard battles that soufront the Allled armies in Zurope
but wanted to be prapared for sll eventualities. 'le had
theretore instructed the Chiefs of Steff to plan {or the
dafeat of Japan after Termany had been brousht to its
knees. The 'residant had asked me to ralse agmin with
tapshal Stalin the questlon I had discussed with him last
i"'ebruary, regerding the cooperation of the 3oviet Union
with the United States ila the speedy defeant of the Japaw
neses X sald that plans are now being made as to the
dlaposition of the Amerisan Alr Force after the defeat
of ditlar and atated that the Preslident wes anxious to
know how soon Stalin would be ready to initiste seoret
talks on the use ol smerioan air forces ou Joviet bases
in the Yast and also coordinstion of naval plans. I
81led that 1t was not ounly a gquestion of bases or aire
fialds but also one of aupplles and routes to bs uased
to supply our Alr FPorae in the Tast,

The Marahal stated that he thought that the gqusation
wad one of jolnt cooperation in waging war on lsnd and
sea as well as in the sir. o sald that 1t would also
be necessary to hold seoret souversations on the use of
land forces and the Navy, I sald that the President cere
tainly agreed with him,
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The iMarsinel sald that thore were twelve sirfields in
the area betwssn Viadivostolz and Sovietski Cavan whioh
were sultsble for [oureengine bombers. The Unlted States
could expect to receive the use of alx or saven of tLheme ;
Ho added that new "metallically constructed" flelds ocould '
be built 1f the need for thom arage, e expleined that
he had 0alled in the CommanderwineChief of the Far HLasteran -
Alp Force snd hed dlacussed the juestion with him. -
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I repeated thet the President would 1ike to have
dlascussions initiated on this question zs soon ag the
Harshal was ready. 7The arashal emphasized the need for
the utmoast sesrecy in order that nothing might leak out,.

Commenting on the nsed for stooking supplies Iin the
Kaastern area, I stated that, as the liarshal knew, the
President and the Irime Ministﬁ» wore most anxious to
opeu the noprthern convays., When this was done, the
capasity of the ports of the three routes, thue is the
Northern, the Ferslan Culf, and the Pacifias, would pere
mit the bullding up of supplies in 3iberia without interw
fering with the protocol commitments, The Marahal
stated thet it was advisable to asoumulate supplies and
particularly fusl through Viadiveastok and said that this
sould now be doune "logally", He explalned that the
Japanese were not interfering with Russian shipping in
the iansifle and aggestsd that this route de taken ade
vantage of in oprder to carry fuel into the srea, I
statedl that the President hoped that dlsoussions on this
subjsct mizht soon be Initiated betweon gneral snmne
and whomever Stalia mi ht designate,

The Marshal inquired as to the possibility of rew
ceiving ssveral hundred fourwengine planes for the Fay
East for the carrying osn of Soviet operations.: le sald
that the Russians only had twoeangine howmbers, I said
that the President snd Chiefs of Staf'f had ziven conside
sration to this matter and that sould oome to un 2greee
ment on the Far Eastern program, steps would be teken in
this Adirection sinoe 1t was agroeed by all) that the opere
ations i'rom Ciberia sgainast the Japanese should he on s
sombined Ameriocsn-Soviet bagia. The 'mrshsl inguired
#8 Lo the position of the British., I sald that the
ritish had no daylight bombers and therefore were not
involved in this. The Marshal asked about the Britigh
i*laete I replied that the main strategy of desztroying
the Japanese was a matter roy the three illles,

I remmarked that one weapon we had davelopod szhead
of all the other nations waa the four-engine bomber fop
daylizht bombinse. This applied not onlz te the plane
1taclg but to its instruments and operatfon, I said that
the President would like nothing better than to have
combined American~oviet aly operations agslnst the
apeneses I remaried that I believed that sarly in
the autumn thers would be fourwengine bombers available
for the Soviet Uovernment if agreement on the hasea could
be worked out,

I said that from our experiense it took six months
to train hcavz bomber persounel. The Marshal replied
that the Russians would take leas time since they would
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use experienced pllots and navigators for the purpose.
I lngquired whether it would be proferable to send
Soviet alr men to the Unlted States or  merican ine
structora to the Joviet Unlons 7The arshal stated that
he thought it would be easlier to send some imerican
ingtruotors here, He sald that his people had flown the
lylng Fortress end liked it, e then had a brief dlse
gussion on the relative merits of the Bwl7 and the 3«24
in whioh I emphesized the qualities of the B-24, I
then repeated that the "resident would like to have
intimate and secret discussions on the aatual program
for the alr operstions sgsinat ths .Japatiese sand on the
question as to what part would be played by the United
States and the Joviet Unlon, After that, I said, we
would ocome to asn agresment as to the mumber of planes
to be turned over to the Red ilr Moree and sa to the

 tratning of persocuanel, 7The !arshal stated that he hoped

that the planes would be received with all the instrue
ments mounted, I replied that this of course would be

done «

4ith reapect to the supply problem, I said that naval
strategy In the ‘polfioc would have to be taken into cone
sideration, 7The Red Army woul) require & great deal of
tire capacity of the silberian railroad and we of sourse
sould ilke to know how muoch sapscity could be allocated
fop the Alr Jorce. The larshal stated that this of course
was a subjeot tinat wruld have to be gone Intoe. I sald
that the Havy had planas, whioh they were not yet read
to undeptake, to osoupy the northern part of the Xurile
Islendse, vhen this wus done, sonvoys asould proceed %o
the moutix of the .mar iliver == to .ilkoleevek. 7This would
ba necessary because we belleved it would be impossible
to keep Vladivostok opens I sald that we assumed that
vuprges sould be provided, in addition to those at the
ilaposal of the duasiana, for brinzing suppliea up the
Amurs ¥nls, 1 sald, was anotier waititey we would 1liXe to
disousse ihe talrd guestlon was that ol an alyr route
through Falirbanks over 3iberia or via the Alsutianas to
Featropavliovake The ‘arshal {favored the asecond route as
belng ocloser. 7These wors the matters, I salid, the Presl-
dent ‘sslired the flitary flaslon in Xosgow to dlacuss
wheneveyr arshal Jtallin waa ready.

The arshal asked whether the Britlal would partle
sipate in the discusaiouns, I repliad in the negative,
stating that the dlasussions wmugﬁ be AmerleaneSoviet
slnce under presant plans ‘merioam was taking tho lsad
in the raclile 'raa, L a later astags ths .ritish oould
al ooarse coud ine The .lsrshal stabed bluatly tiust the
Joviet millitary authoritles did not trust senspsl Jurprows,
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that he was apeaking of Durros personally and not of

the “ritish in genoral. I sald that I hoped the lussian
military suthorities trusted Jeneral MNesns, e replied
that they had full sonfidence 1in hime T seid that Y
only wished to have men here whom we all could truat,

1 sonsluded that the President hoped that the dige
sussions undey reference would start as s on as possible
under the direction of Uoneral Deane who had a zeuniop
air officer as a member of his Misslon, Major General
¥alsh, and that 4{f any naval matters same up \dmiral
0lsen was of ocourse asvailable. I inquired how soon the
tepatal thought 1t possidle to atart the dlsousaions,
Tha ‘arshal replied that prepaprations mist {irast Ye
tnitiated. Towever, I aould not pln him down on a date}
he sp4d "no time shonld he lost aud the souner the ilge
ousatons started, the bebtor Lt would be®.
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Conversation0000000 June 10, 1944
0000000000 The Kremlin

Present: The American Ambassador, Mr. Harriman
[0 Marshal Stalin
[0 Mr. Molotov

0 Mr. Page, Second Secretary of Embassy
0 Mr. Pavlov, Secretary to Mr. Molotov

Subject: The Far East.

0l stated that the President did not wish to minimize the hard battles that confront the
allied armies in Europe but wanted to be prepared for all eventualities. He had
therefore instructed the Chiefs of Staff to plan for the defeat of Japan after Germany
had been brought to its knees. The President had asked me to raise again with
Marshal Stalin the question | had discussed with him last February, regarding the
cooperation of the Soviet Union with the United States in the speedy defeat of the
Japanese. | said that plans are now being made as to the disposition of the American
Air Force after the defeat of Hitler and stated that the President was anxious to know
how soon Stalin would be ready to initiate secret talks on the use of American air
forces on Soviet bases in the East and also coordination of naval plans. | added that it
was not only a question of bases or airfields but also one of supplies and routes to be
used to supply our Air Force in the East.

OThe Marshal stated that he thought that the question was one of joint cooperation in
waging was on land and sea as well as in the air. He said that it would also be
necessary to hold secret conversations on the use of land forces and the Navy. | said
that the President certainly agreed with him.

[JThe Marshal said that there were twelve airfields in the area between Vladivostok and
Sovietski Gavan which were suitable for four-engine bombers. The United States

could expect to receive the use of six or seven of them. He added that new
"metallically constructed" fields could be built if the need for them arose. He

explained that he had called in the Commander-in-Chief of the Far Eastern Air Force
and had discussed the question with him.

0l repeated that the President would like to have discussions initiated on this question
as soon as the Marshal was ready. The Marshal emphasized the need for the utmost
secrecy in order that nothing might leak out.

[JCommenting on the need for stocking supplies in the Eastern area, | stated that, as
the Marshal knew, the President and the Prime Minister were most anxious to open
the northern convoys. When this was done, the capacity of the ports of the three
routes, that is the Northern, the Persian Gulf, and the Pacific, would permit the
building up of supplies in Siberia without interfering with the protocol committees.
The Marshal stated that it was advisable to accumulate supplies and particularly fuel
through Vladivostok and said that this could now be done "legally". He explained that
the Japanese were not interfering with Russian shipping in the Pacific and suggested
that this route be taken advantage of in order to carry fuel into the area. | stated that
the President hoped that discussions on this subject might soon be initiated between



General Deane and whomever Stalin might designate.

[JThe Marshal inquired as to the possibility of receiving several hundred four-engine
places for the Far East for the carrying on of Soviet operations. He said that the
Russians only had two-engine bombers. | said that the President and Chiefs of Staff
had given consideration to this matter and that [~ if] we could come to an agreement
on the Far Eastern program, steps would be taken in this direction since it was agreed
by all that the operations from Siberia against the Japanese should be on a combined
American-Soviet basis. The Marshal inquired as to the position of the British. | said
that the British had no daylight bombers and therefore were not involved in this. The
Marshal asked about the British Fleet. | replied that the main strategy of destroying
the Japanese was a matter for the three Allies.

0! remarked that one weapon we had developed ahead of all the other nations was the
four-engine bomber for daylight bombing. This applied not only to the plane itself but
to its instruments and operation. | said that the President would like nothing better
than to have combined American-Soviet air operations against the Japanese. |
remarked that | believed that early in the autumn there would be four-engine

bombers available for the Soviet Government if agreement on the bases could be
worked out.

0l said that from our experience it took six months to train heavy bomber personnel.
The Marshal replied that the Russians would take less time since they would use
experienced pilots and navigators for the purpose. | inquired whether it would be
preferable to send Soviet air men to the United States or American instructors to the
Soviet Union. The Marshal stated that he thought it would be easier to send some
American instructors here. He said that his people had flown the Flying Fortress and
liked it. We then had a brief discussion on the relative merits of the B-17 and the B-24
in which | emphasized the qualities of the B-24. | then repeated that the President
would like to have intimate and secret discussions on the actual program for the air
operations against the Japanese and on the question as to what part would be played
by the United States and the Soviet Union. After that, | said, we would come to an
agreement as to the number of planes to be turned over to the Red Air Force and as
to the training of personnel. The Marshal stated that he hoped that the planes would
be received with all the instruments mounted. | replied that this of course would be
done.

JWith respect to the supply problem, | said that naval strategy in the Pacific would
have to be taken into consideration. The Red Army would require a great deal of the
capacity of the Siberian railroad and we of course would like to know how much
capacity could be allocated for the Air Force. The Marshal stated that this of course
was a subject that would have to be gone into. | said that the Navy had plans, which
they were not yet ready to undertake, to occupy the northern part of the Kurile
Islands. When this was done, convoys could proceed to the mouth of the Amir River
-to Nikolaevsk. This would be necessary because we believed it would be impossible
to keep Vladivostok open. | said that we assumed that barges could be provided, in
addition to those at the disposal of the Russians, for bringing supplies up the Amur.
This, | said, was another matter we would like to discuss. The third question was that
of an air route through Fairbanks over Siberia or via the Aleutians to Petropavlovsk.
The Marshal favored the second route as being closer. These were the matters, | said,
the President desired the Military Mission in Moscow to discuss whenever Marshal
Stalin was ready.

(JThe Marshal asked whether the British would participate in the discussions. | replied
in the negative, stating that the discussions would be American-Soviet since under
present plans America was taking the lead in the Pacific area. At a later stage the
British could of course come in. The Marshal stated bluntly that the Soviet military
authorities did not trust General Burrows, that he was speaking of Burros [sic]
personally and not of the British in general. | said that | hoped that Russian military



authorities trusted General Deane. He replied that they had full confidence in him. |
said that | only wished to have men here whom we all could trust.

0l concluded that the President hoped that the discussions under reference would start
as soon as possible under the direction of General Deane who had a senior air officer
as a member of his Mission, Major General Walsh, and that if any naval matters came
up Admiral Olsen was of course available. | inquired how soon the Marshal thought it
possible to start the discussions. The Marshal replied that preparations must first be
initiated. However, | could not pin him down on a date; he said "no time should be

lost and the sooner the discussions started, the better it would be".
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