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PARATHRASE (O Hmbassy's telegram no. 2923, sugust 10,
1944 to thiec Department ofl State,

Mrom Ambassador Harrimarn, et for the Presi-
cent and tne accratary of State.

acconmpanled by Romer, Likolajezyk called on me
late yeosterday aftsrnoon. Detween then and when 1 saw
nin again after midnight he had had his final talk with
Varshal Stalin. Zarly this morning llikolajezyk =ad nils
sarty lef't YVoscow,

Uson leaving loscow he was much rore hopeful of a
possible settlement than upon his arrival. Iis cordial
reception and his frank discussions with lMolotov and
Stglin impreessed him, 'The Marshal apreed at the meet-
ing lqut night to undertake to drop arms in Viarsaw for
the forces of thg underground., In order to establish
direct communicatlon to facllltate this opersticn, a
comnmunications officer will Clist be parachuted to the
rolisn nzadguarters with clphers. At last 1t was ad-
mitted by Stalln thst Lls information was in asgreement
with that of NMlkolajczyk, to the effect that under the
leadership of the commanding general of the underground
forces sll Pcles were united for resistance in Warsew,

A FEed Army observer is now at the headquarters. arshal
Stalin tola Mikelajczyk that the taking of warssw, which
ne haca expected to accompllish on August 6, had been de-
layed because tne Germans had srought in four new panzer
divislons and two other divislons to nceld the bridgshead.
Towever, he was coniident that the new difficultles could
De overcoms,

That 1t Ls not thie objective of the 3oviet Govern-~
nent to commnanize soland, l+kclaju"”“ 1s at least par-

tlally convinced, llowever, he ls stlll Sﬂspicio s that
the majority of the nwmb%rs of the Council of Libsration

aave Thisg as thelr objective. It is hils bnliex that the
Loviets reallize thwat they cannct, without the cocopsration
of Tikolzjezyk and nis government, attain thelr objzctive
] united rolishh people behind the Jed Army. It
s nig further beilefl thint the Conmultbttes Lor Liveration

JO}J

wiioLavain &

has found taost 1t 1s aot ﬂ”ceLVLﬁG the full suppert of
the rolish pecole 2na realizes that goverumental machin-
sry cannct De set up without the cooperation of hinselfl
ziid thnie leade in his Jovernment In London. Althouzsh

ne hwos not :ceﬁ sniyle to spree wlth the Commalttse on a
QLUH, tnis situatlion gives klm confldence that arrane-

nts of some sort under which all factions can urnite may
be worked cut,
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It was proposed by the Committee that Likolajczyl
and three members of hls Government Jjoin the Commlttee
In establlishing & govermment in Warsaw under the author-
ity of thie Follgh Watlonal Council., This new government,
whilch would have elighteen members with fourteen of them
drawn from the present Committee of Liberation or from
those assocliated with the Council, would be hegded by
Mikolajeczyk, The constitution of 1221 would be saccepted
and the 1935 constitution would be repudliated. It was
nointed out by Mlkolajczyk that this Zovernment would
have no constitubtional basis., IMuen ss he himself dis-
liked the provigions of the 1935 constitution, he pro-
rosed that they continue to work under it, retaining the
Fresident and forming a new cablnet to consist of the
represantatives of the four established democratic par-
ties. Hepresentatives of the Workers Party should be
added and, if desired, of the Communists; the Sanacja
should be elimlnated,

The Poles argued among themselves st length. Sub-
sequently Molotov, presided at a meeting, and llstened
to thie arguments of both sides, NMlkolajczyk felt that
Tolotov aprnreclated the lack of clarity and practlcabil-
ity of tha Comnittee's appreach aad was lmpressed with
his Mikolajczyk's position.

When he returns tce London, Hikols]ezyk hopss he
can work out some plan with hls colleagues and poerhaps
find some means to iInstall a new person as president,

He hopes thuat this proposal, which hie intends to submit
to loscow by telegraph, will constitute a basis for
discussions enabling him and some of his asscciates to
return to Warsaw, upon tniie taking of the city, to work
out the detalls, Including agreement on selectiocn of in-
divlduals to compose the new cabinet. liikolajczyk's
primary Interest is to unite &ll factions at this time
in a government which will have a legal besls and which,
untll such time as truly free general elections can be
neld to establish s new constitution and government,
will hold the country together. He is satlisfied that
the Committee of Libersation does not enjoy the standing
with the Polish pecple to ernable il to take control of
Poland without the fcrce of the Red rfrmy, but he fsars
triat there will not be & free electlion 1f the Committee
cnce obtalns control,

This mysterious figure Berut and his backpround
puzzle Mlkolajezyk, but hez was much impressed by his
ability. {n social and economic developments cf FPoland
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Berut speaks sensibly. He wants to leave politics to
Mikola jezyk, admitting that he has had no experlence

in that line. When Llkolajczyk spesaks of the necessity
of bringing in the party leaders, Berut is impatient and
says that he and nis assoclates represent the Polish
masses--that partlies ars a thing of the past. The ques-
tion of the authority of the new govermament does not
bother him and his ldeas of government are revolutlonary.
Mikolajczyk on the other hand lays first importance on
the development of a basis for the authority of the
Government, Althougnh he is willing to have the menber-
ship of the Government completely reorganized in any
reasonable way to meet the wishes of the Committee, he
is unwilling to dissocliate himself from the constitu-
tlonal basis of his present London Government.

The Foles were unsuccessful in their attenpt to
agree upon a Jjoint comrmunigue., However, the cessation
of public recriminations was verbally agreed upon. That
the Commlttee will liverfo this is doubted by Mikola-
Jezyk.

Further details of the conversations and background
will be communicated in subseyuent telegrams,
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Wilson Center Digital Archive Transcript - English

PARAPHRASE OF Embassy's telegram no. 2923, August 10, 1944 to the Department
of State.

OFrom the Ambassador Harriman. Secret for the President and the Secretary of State.

OAccompanied by Romer, Mikolajczyk called on me late yesterday afternoon. Between
then and when | saw him again after midnight he had had his final talk with Marshal
Stalin. Early this morning Mikolajczyk and his party left Moscow.

g

JUpon leaving Moscow he was much more hopeful of a possible settlement than upon
his arrival. His cordial reception and his frank discussions with Molotov and Stalin
impressed him. The Marshal agreed at the meeting last night to undertake to drop
arms in Warsaw for the forces of the underground. In order to establish direct
communication to facilitate this operation, a communications officer will first be
parachuted to the Polish headquarters with ciphers. At last it was admitted by Stalin
that his information was in agreement with that of Mikolajczyk, to the effect that
under the leadership of the commanding general of the underground forces all Poles
were united for resistance in Warsaw. A Red Army observer is now at the
headquarters. Marshal Stalin told Mikolajczyk that the taking of Warsaw, which he
had expected to accomplish on August 6, had been delayed because the Germans
had brought in four new panzer divisions and two other divisions to hold the
bridgehead. However, He was confident that the new difficulties could be overcome.

g

[JThat it is not the objective of the Soviet Government to communize Poland,
Mikolajczyk is at least partially convinced. However, he is still suspicious that the
majority of the members of the Council of Liberation have this as their objective. It is
his belief that the Soviets realize that they cannot, without the cooperation of
Mikolajczyk and his government, attain their objective in having a united Polish
people behind the Red Army. It is his further belied that the Committee for Liberation
has found that it is not receiving the full support of the Polish people and realizes that
governmental machinery cannot be set up without the cooperation of himself and the
leaders in his Government in London. Although he has not been able to agree with
the Committee on a plan, this situation gives him confidence that arrangements of
some sort under which all factions can unite may be worked out.

git was proposed by the Committee that Mikolajczyk and three members of his
Government join the Committee in establishing a government in Warsaw under the
authority of The Polish National Council. This new government, which would have
eighteen members with fourteen of them drawn from the present Committee of
Liberation or from those associated with the Council, would be headed by Mikolajczyk.
The constitution of 1921 would be accepted and the 1935 constitution would be
repudiated. It was pointed out by Mikolajczyk that this Government would have no
constitutional basis. Much as he himself disliked the provisions of the 1935
constitution, he proposed that they continue to work under it, retaining the President
and forming a new cabinet to consist of the representatives of the four established
democratic parties. Representatives of the Workers Party should be added and, if
desired, of the Communists; the Sanacja should be eliminated.

OThe Poles argued among themselves at length. Subsequently Molotov, presided at a
meeting, and listened to the arguments of both sides. Mikolajczyk felt that Molotov
appreciated the lack of clarity and practicability of the Committee's approach and
was impressed with his Mikolajczyk's position.

OWhen he returns to London, Mikolajczyk hopes he can work out some plan with his
colleagues and perhaps find some means to install a new person as president.



He hopes that this proposal, which he intends to submit to Moscow by telegraph, will
constitute a basis for discussions enabling him and some of his associates to return to
Warsaw, upon the taking of the city, to work out the details, including agreement on
selection of individuals to compose the new cabinet. Mikolajczyk's primary interest is
to unite all factions at this time in a Government which will have a legal basis and
which, until such time as truly free general elections can be held to establish a new
constitution and government, will hold the country together. He is satisfied that the
Committee of Liberation does not enjoy the standing with the Polish people to enable
it to take control of Poland without the force of the Red Army, but he fears that there
will not be a free election if the Committee once obtains control.

[JThis mysterious figure Bierut and his background puzzle Mikolajczyk, but he was
much impressed by his ability. On social and economic developments of Poland Bierut
speaks sensibly. He wants to leave politics to Mikolajczyk, admitting that he has had
no experience in that line. When Mikolajczyk speaks of the necessity of bringing in
the party leaders, Bierut is impatient and says that he and his associates represent
the Polish masses -that parties are a thing of the past. The question of the authority
of the new government does not bother him and his ideas of government are
revolutionary. Mikolajczyk on the other hand lays first importance on the
development of a basis for the authority of the Government. Although he is willing to
have the membership of the Government completely reorganized in any reasonable
way to meet the wishes of the Committee, he is unwilling to dissociate himself from
the constitutional basis of his present London Government.

[JThe Poles were unsuccessful in their attempt to agree upon a joint communique.
However, the cessation of public recriminations was verbally agreed upon. That the
Committee will live [ up] to this is doubted by Mikolajczyk.

(Further details of the conversations and background will be communicated in
subsequent telegrams.
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