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S The British imbassador end I cslled on Marahal
g Stealin at 7130 this eveuing primerily te dellivey to
g4 him s nessage from the Fresid aud the Prime Malster ‘
21 regarding the Quebes deoisicns. An Baglish and & Russisn s
34 veralon of the message ware handsd to Mapshal Stalin
g . who read the Russian version. The Erisish Ambassador
3t atated thas he had ona slight addition to mals to the w
& Jjoing muueo. 1.00, 88 ho had informed the Soviet dove
o srumant yesterday, the Alliss were contemplating lande
ing operations in Oreece in the uesy futurs. Japshel
Stalin stated Mgood o~ 1t 13 hnigh time®™ for such an
cperation, fL \ ;

I stated thet the President, while fully realising
that 1% head been impassible up to now, wes moet enxious
to bave initisted with the Seviet suthorities dflscussions
on the Pasifie cperations. Mershel sStalin ingquired how
this aould best done. I replisd that Genspel Deans
was authorised to dlsouss this question with the Soviet
General Staff whenever 1t wes resdy or with aay other
offiolals Mapshal :talin so desired. Tha lerehal Lue
quired as to essotly vhat wattars should be digoussed «e
was 1% alquestion of malctug plans or fixing dates? I
sxplained that 1t wos a questiow of gmfu\lw,m,bmt

the dates depended upon the terminastion of the war with
Germsny. I gaid thet, as I had explsined on previous i
ccaasions, & very important aspest wes the allscetliom of | °
hesvy bombers to the Soviet Union, whioh sould only be "
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decided when the jmestion of thelir employment had been
settled, snd the use of air bYases in the “aritime ’ro-
vinces. laprshal .talln replied that that was not the
mogt luaportant queation, He continued that it would he
necassary for the led ’rmy to move from 28 to 70 divislons
with airersaft to the Par Tasst and inguired whethepr he
understood 1t norreoctly that the I'resident atill belleved
that dussla's partiosipation in the wapr asgalnat Japan
was atill esmsential, Wus there any change Iin the thinlke
ing in this respect? I repliad that T was asatisfled
that there wsa no change. I explained that the preseut
111itary plang which had been made by the Uritish and
ourselves were based, however, on our Own Prosources.

As “lsrshel Stalin could see 'rom one of the items in

the joint massage, our ultimate objeoctive was the ine
vasion of the Japanese homeland, ‘mprshal “talin remarked
that no reference wes made in the msssage to Musaslan
participation in the imolifie operations. He appesred to
be somewhat surprised that after the essursnces he had
Aiven to the Fresldent at Tehrsn we had not taken such
psrtiocipation into soocount in owr planning. 1 sxplained
that Ruasian participation could not have besn taken
into asoount since the Chlafa of Htaff had no mowledge
of the deteils, 1.s., the role ths Soviet mion would
playe I remeried that ihe Lasing of alroraft in the
“aritime Provincea would of gourse be of ;rest halp to
us in the invading of the Japanese 1glands. It would
naturally be of zrest importanace 1f our plannera sould
take 1into oconalderation Soviet land and ses operations,
as meutioned Dy dtalln last June, when formulating their
strategys Dut ss I had sald, ouwr plans were baged on
oup Own regourcess wmrshsl lslin inquired whether he
was correct in understanding that we not only deasired
the use of bhaszes in the Par Yast but also the astive
participation of Sovist troopa ia the Paglifie wear, The
“srghal remerked that the Iresident had demanded {thia
word was later changed to "suggested®) Russlan partiole
pation in the war sgainst Japane The Tussians had apresd
to such paprticipetion ufter ths defeat of Jormsuy. The
“nrshal stated that there was no cheonge in Nusslial’s
attitude sa he had sxpressed 1% %o the resident huwpring
the Tehrsun couferance. JTowewveyr, if ths United States
and Sreat Britela desired to bring the Japmose to thely
nees without Russlan perticipation, the lusslans weye
roady Lo agree to this. The Hritish Ambssasdor and I
toth sseured the arshel thet both the President and the
frime Minlster were counting on ZIussian partioclpation in
the May iast but that w0 plans sould be meade for the use
af soviasy resources nntil lershal Stalin weas ready to
initlate Jdlascussions, Jur plans sould of asourse he
shenged %o soordlnabe them with the Iusalaung.
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THE AMBASSADOR
TOP SECRET

Conversation. 0000000 September 23, 1944.

Present: The American Ambassador, Mr. Harriman
0 Mr. Edward Page, Second Secretary of Embassy

[] The British Ambassador, Sir Archibald Clark Kerr
0 Major A. H. Birse, Second Secretary of Embassy

[] Marshal I. V. Stalin
0 Mr. V. M. Molotov, People's Commissar for Foreign Affairs
0 Mr. Pavlov, Soviet interpreter

Subject: The President's and the Prime Minister's Message to Marshal Stalin regarding][]
the Quebec Decisions.

[JThe British Ambassador and | called on Marshal Stalin at 7:30 this evening primarily
to deliver to him a message from the President and the Prime Minister regarding the
Quebec decisions. An English and a Russian version of the message were handed to
Marshal Stalin who read the Russian version. The British Ambassador stated that he
had one slight addition to make to the joint message, i.e., as he had informed the
Soviet Government yesterday, the Allies were contemplating landing operations in
Greece in the near future. Marshal Stalin stated "good -it is high time" for such an
operation.

0l stated that the President, while fully realizing that it had been impossible up to now,
was most anxious to have initiated with the Soviet authorities discussions on the
Pacific operations. Marshal Stalin inquired how this could best be done. | replied that
General Deane was authorized to discuss this question with the Soviet General Staff
whenever it was ready or with any other officials Marshal Stalin so desired. The
Marshal inquired as to exactly what matters should be discussed -was it aiquestion
[sic] of making plans or fixing dates? | explained that it was a question of planning
and that the dates depended upon the termination of the war with Germany. | said
that, as | had explained on previous occasions, a very important aspect was the
allocation of heavy bombers to the Soviet Union, which could only be decided when
the question of their employment had been settled, and the use of air bases in the
Maritime Provinces. Marshal Stalin replied that that was not the most important
question. He continued that it would be necessary for the Red Army to move from 25
to 30 divisions with aircraft to the Far East and inquired whether he understood it
correctly that the President still believed that Russia's participation in the war against
Japan was still essential. Was there any change in the thinking in this respect? |
replied that | was satisfied that there was no change. | explained that the present
military plans which had been made by the British and ourselves were based,
however, on our own resources. As Marshal Stalin could see from one of the items in
the joint message, our ultimate objective was the invasion of the Japanese homeland.
Marshal Stalin remarked that no reference was made in the message to Russian
participation in the Pacific operations. He appeared to be somewhat surprised that
after the assurances he had given to the President at Tehran we had not taken such
participation into account in our planning. | have explained that Russian participation
could not have been taken into account since the Chiefs of Staff had no knowledge of
the details, i.e. the role the Soviet Union would play. | remarked that the basing of
aircraft in the Maritime Provinces would of course be of great help to us in the
invading of Japanese islands. It would naturally be of great importance if our planners



could take into consideration Soviet land and sea operations, as mentioned by Stalin
last June, when formulating their strategy. But as | had said, our plans were based on
our own resources. Marshal Stalin inquired whether he was correct in understanding
that we not only desired the use of bases in the Far East but also the active
participation of Soviet troops in the Pacific war. The Marshal remarked that the
President had demanded (this word was later changed to "suggested") Russian
participation in the war against Japan. The Russians had agrees to such participation
after the defeat of Germany. The Marshal stated that there was no change in Russia's
attitude as he had expressed it to the President during the Tehran conference.
However, if the United States and Great Britain desired to bring the Japanese to their
knees without Russian participation, the Russians were ready to agree to this. The
British Ambassador and | both assured the Marshal that both the President and the
Prime Minister were counting on Russian participation in the Far East but that no
plans could be made for the use of Soviet resources until Marshal Stalin was ready to
initiate discussions. Our plans could of course be changed to coordinate them with
the Russians.



