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Summary:

From early 1979 onwards, media coverage of the "Islamic bomb" became ever more
prominent. In Mid-June 1980, the BBC's prestigious Panorama investigative strand aired
"Project 706: The Islamic Bomb," that seemingly underscored alleged Pakistani-Libyan
connections, uranium supplied by Niger, the complicity of British, German, Italian, and
Swiss industry, and the threat of pan-Islamic nuclear proliferation. Reporter Philip
Tibenham opened by alarmingly informing viewers that: "This convoy grinding across
the empty Sahara is carrying what could be the raw material for the world’s first nuclear
war .... It's been mined in the Islamic state of Niger. It'll be flown on to Islamic Libya;
then on to Islamic Pakistan. Tonight, Panorama reports exclusively on payments of
millions of pounds by Libya’s Colonel Gaddafi to finance Pakistan’s efforts to build the
‘Islamic bomb’."
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HOTE!: THIS TRANSCRIPT WAS TYPED FROM A TELEDIPHONE
RECORDING AND HOT CCPIED THOM AN ORIGINAL
SCRIFT. BECAUSE COF THE MISH OF MISHEARTNG
AND THE DIFFICULTY,IN SCME CASES,(F IDENTIFIING
THDIVIDUAL SPEAKERS, THE BEC CANNOT VOUCH FOR
ITS ACCURACY.

PANORANMA

‘Reoordad from transmiseion on BEC-1 at 2010 — 16th June, 1580 =

FHILIP TIBENHAM: Thia convoy grinding across the emply
Sahava i carrying what couid be the raw raterial for the world's
firgt muclea» war. The trucks eve heading fer a dusty dasert

pir strip with a vargn of uzandum yellew cake., If's been mined
in the Islamis state of Niger. I1t'll be flewn ou fo Islarde
Libya; then on to Islemic Fakiotan, Tonight, Panaroms reports
pzaluatwely on peyments of millicme of peunds Ly Tdbyals Colonal
Gaddaf! to finance Paxiptan's afforts to bulld the 'Iglamic Bomb's

MUSIC)

PHILIP TIBEMEAM: Fere at Kahoota, just outeids Islarmabad,
under conditiona of rigid gpecurity, Pukisian's attempting +o
4ransform yeliow cuke into palm grey wranium. ¥nown within
inilitary as project sevun—c—six. 1t'a defonded by anti-airoraft
pigsilss. Curious Europenis wvho've strayed too close have been
brutally beaten by sacuzity policu. Yat Pakiptan ig on he vergs
of tulldlng the bomb becanse she's been able to btuy elmoat totsl
acospe to Western teohnology. Project sevar-o—eix owes iis
axigtence to sophisticated companfes ecattered across Burape
who've been happy te accept Faklstan. money without asking too
many questiuvns. The tuying of Weatern tachnology's been corxried
cut by & network of resvurcsiul Pakisteal ogents in Burcpe with
the help of their Hucopean middlemen. Sometimas using decepiion,
pometires dmngling hexd cash, they've baen able to get froo private
enterprise in the West most of the sompenents they!1l need to build
a bomb., Project mever—n—aix 1a clogaiy modelled on & uranium
enrichment plant af Aimalo in Hollend, Pakistan manamed %o
pernetrate the tighit security here and obtzin a liast of over a
hundred suh-contractoms — the baspis of thei= btuylng cempaign.
There are some grim conclusions +o be drawn £rom the story of
project seven—c—six. It'e brought the prospect of & muclear

xohange betwesn unstable regimes ccusidarably clossz. Secondly,
it's proved that eny ruthlevd and detormined government with the
money end will can ge% the Lozb by gtanlth. Asd thirdly, the
Wont neriously over—estimated its own ability to stop the spread
of nuclear weapons. Against all the evidence, Fakistun contima
4o dary it's building the ooab.
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' GENERAT, ZIA UI-HAD: I have padd 4t on top of my volce

wa're not in compatition with any other country of the region
in the nueclear technology. We are not making a benb. We aro
sold to the idea of muclear or stopping ruelear proliferation
in the world. BPut where the dimsonpion has arisen is I eay
that it is the right of any developing country to acquira the
modern technology. And amonget the nodern technology is the
mialear technology. Moclenr technolomy for pesceful purposes.

PHILTP TIBERHAM: = Thatis not what'y happening here

at Pinstake (phon,), the Pekistar institute of technologyy

whera sclentlatea are determined te produce plutonium as the

vitul core of a miciear wespon. We believe they'll be able to
carry cut their firut teat eighteen months from now. When Ee e =
i+ happens, It'11 be Jargely chaitrs co the organisation of this
man, Mr S5.i. Butt has beon tho ingsnicus gquarter—mester Yor

the Pakistani bomb project. Based ivn Parie, he spent colossal
sums of money on components for the bomb. Reportedly Butt himself
wag in at the birth of %he bouh at & zeeting held by the lata

A Bhutte, Sresent wese Profosson Abdul Salam, later to win

a Nobel Prize, Ishwat Usmard, Head of the Pakistan Atomic Ensrey
Commisuion and Mmir Kbon wie was to suceeed him, The dato:slB72.

KHATTD HASAN: 1t was rather, you know, like a

Jamborss, you kuiow, it was veiy...there was a great deal of

enthusiasm and Joy and these were, you know, the sarly days

you kmiow, Boutto had paid that anytling, he cculd have got

avey vith anything, His autheribty wae unguestioned. And

loyalty to Bhutto was unquestionsd. He was looked upcn as the

great Mogsiah, So @2 got =1l thess Loys together and they

were penior pecple, very senfor pecple, and Junicr pecple snd
youmgsters, and he said "look, we'rs golng to have a bomb, -
like we'ro going to hase a party.' He saild:"Can you give it

to ma?" So, you lmow, they started shouting liks schoolchi‘dren,
They sald:"Ch yes, yes, yes, you can have it, you cen have 1t",
Bhutto was very amsed and he said, well, much as I sppreciata
your enthusiasm, tmt ihese ave eerlous matters. Put in amy
cage this i a very serwicus political decision which Palighan
mist make: and porhape arl third world ccunt—ies must make one
day because 1t ia ooming., BSo, can you do it, They gaid wo can
do 1t given the rescurcen and the facilitles. S0 Bhutto said
9T ghall Tind you ike rescurces and I ghall find you the facilities,m

TTBENHN: Bwotly three weeks later, Pelkdstani
papers reported en 411 Fhutto's triurphant tour of the Middle Eagt
and North Africa — Sudan, Ethiopia and Libya. Ha had to find the
money he'd promiged him scientists.
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KEALID HASAN: You know, I wag on the trip and we
wisitad about sixteen sountrion, Somalin, and Libya and Etvhiopio.
Ho dldn't got 1t from flaila Selassie, I con mssure yol.

TTEENHAM: One of tho most eoaptatlc welcomos of tha
+our wae from Colonel Gaddafi of Iibya. Outwardly he was VOIy
differant from Bhutto, but the two men regpented each other a8
trothers in Iglam.

HASA: Fhutto suld — one of the lzst things
he said, you know, tofore his exscution — that "I want to De
renembered e & rayolubivnaty and B8 & poet, And I think
Gagdafi 1a a revolutionaTy too.

TTEENHAN: Put it wasn't only brotherly love that
atteoacted Gaddafi to Bmtto. Mg Cotenol had publicly and
wmashanedly declared hig yearnirg for & muclear WeapoDs wWith
+he enormous wealih fron his oilrielids ho'd alweady tried to
import mslear experilac. People wko would tuild him what he
called the "sword of Islen", He teld a Lebanese newspapor
NPgople now B2Y that thia ccuntry has £ifty plenes and that
country has five-tundred the 42y will come when they will say
thiz country has thres minlear bomhs and that country has

i ten — Litya will not he abgent when that day cOmeSs

TIEERHAM: Farlier, he'd made poaevhat neive
approaches to Tranoe and China to buy an of f—the—ghelf bomb
gnd had been rajected. Iater, he evea tried to brive Indle
with magsive gupplies of coeap oi1 in exchange for = boah
and agein ke waEe turned GoWIa cudderly, hers was Faldzton —
& potential tomb guppliex — with its pelnm cutstretched
mit:l.ng-chr Gaddafi to put moner into 1t. Secret moatings begon
4n Poris between Pakistani and Ldityan representatives. So secrat
4hat only 2 hepdful of man kxew sbout +hem. Among them 111 Ehutto
_ himgelf and Manir Khan, Head of e takistan Atorlc Enerey
Commissicn, Tke fivgt meeting was in 1973, We'wve baen glven
‘an acocunt of those meetings by a8 Paklptani diplomat who wWas
rvolved. Like other Palistani infermants In thiz film, hals
‘been warned of & long pripon sentence if he talks. Hia sccunt
of what happened is road,

There wers varlous meetinga in 1573
and Pakistand rsp:ﬁamtwti.vaa. Mogt Faldetand
Toas than ten people knew of
tad the entire papabllitys Sums
1ion dollars wers agigeusned, There

were also othor countries, including Saudd Arabia

4 Gulf Gtates, The T interedts woze different from Gaddafila.
prin wantad Pukdotan +o posmens the exportise. Thay
1t paking the same domnnds ag Gadnfel, During the nogetiationa
; Pakintanl aide believed that a total invaestment — if you like
o epll 1t that — of several billlen dollars was possible. But
pothing 1ike that amourt over arrived.
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: Put mageive suma of money did exrrive
4n Poakistan. jnother senlor Palkigtani, now in fear of o
ten—year prisen term, has told us axplunively that gtogmering
pongigments of meoney — pomotimes ne much nd a=hundrad-million
doilare in cash —— waB gpecially flown {rom Libys to Polclatan.
The flights began in 1975.

aus A plana laft Tripoll for Pakistan in
Deca and another in the sumber of 1976 carrying money
from Colenel Gaddafi for Mr Frhutto for use in the momufactore
of an otom bomb. ind mevey was always ecarriea in sultccEes
by trusted goitsiers in hign annomination notes. Mr Frutto told
me that Colonel. Gadiafl had severa.. dipcunsions with him
on ths subjeat ot Taloro during the Ielamlc Surmit end hed

ped all the finenoinl helid posespaTy tn parmfacture guch 2
‘beomb, but slso ipdicared that he woald like to hawe the first
ml

‘I':i:BEEtIEM‘!: Tt what happenmed on this particulaw
oceaslion, how was the money got to +he plane.

ses In sudteazen, carried by a courien each
4ime on a Boelng flight from Tripoil wia Homa %0 Earachi under
a very special security arragementa.

TTHEENHAM: S0 one man CLYTYITE a~hundred-million
in _mhl

s You, ot least a~hundred-millicn. Thero
was a speclal arrangenent at Rowa alrport for gecurity ang the
impression glven wad thaz it was a VIF flight.

TIRENHAM: And there'r 1O mueation that this was

T L Oh there's 10 doubs about that.

TTEENHAM: 8o pecpla with the poney, the technology
‘and had piweys been available. In the ea-ly seveutiss
when the Polclotan Lomb projact wnas hoIm, the United States and
Canada still firmly belleved tnat it was thelr duty to beatow
mclear knowledgs on the struggling hird Vorld.

'JOICE OVER: Wno soye scientiats ard gorious.
Cert not Professcr Knsellia (phon) who played the piand while
p gtudent BATE.
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TIRIHHAM: Tn this reloxed internntional
atmosphere Priclptan ordered Cando (;:hon..) ranctor from Cannds.
baonuse 8he gemiinely neoded ruclenT POWET. But there
wyag snother raasont 1t vna the fizst atop townrds the borbe
The esslent route to the bomb is to producea plutonium, To do
thal on a large peale you naed & miclear resctor like this.
T+111 turn you out lots of spent atomlc fuel containing
plutonium. Ta Tecotor that plutonium youd migt have & reprocensing ¥
plant. That waa to be Pakintan's next ctep.

aas «The ronctor was our BOUTGCS for

plutmﬁ' . Already we hed bepen negotlating to buy roprocessing
guipnent to axtract plutcaiur frem {hs spent fusl, And we

had the dsslgn for 2 plant aince 2958, The gxperimental work
vaa to ve done at Pinstack (paon.) — the Falkistan Inotitute
for Muclear Sclence aad Tachmilogy. Prutto said a real team
would be bullt up and one was ageanhled; money was never &
mblﬁm-l

THDIAN FROPAGAMNTA FIIM: Oa the undre d—and~thirty- eighth day
of the year at samo—two hoars, thirty mirmtes, twenty pecondsy
Groenvilch mean time, gorcesponding %o gight hours, zero—oight
mimtes, twenby peconds in the morning Indian Standerd Time,
{ha grarh went naywire, Thrae pimites eariier in the desert
{hrough the haze of st and debris you can 8ee the

rising.

ITRENLAM: Tu the epring of 1974 Pakietan's old
enemy India ulled off 2 ramarkable painpaganda coup 1y detonsting
what wes called "o peaceful piutonius device" she shook the Wast
and Takisian. Tnain hed acgaired platonium and beaten them
%c the purch. The ghaken Fokistenie focused thelr attention
on cne of the moat powerful {ntustrizlists in France. o8
head of SGN — the biggest exporter of reprocessing plonts
{n the world — 18 Froncole-Kavier Polrcet. Hig comoiy 18
gixty-six per gent soatrolled by +he French government. Ha'd
alrendy taen in nezotiation with +he Pakistanis ovexr +he supply
of n miclear reprocessing plant whish TecOV3rS plutoniun frem
gpent fuel. Toincet fally accepted the Prkistani's plecdings
4hat they needed the tlant purdly for o, gyandiocze oivil ipowexr
Tt!g hard to accaph, shovsh, % Prench govermment
were totally uraward of Pakistan's 1ong-tera intenticond.
Op July the twenty-eighth, 1975 tha Fronch embagoy in Brussels
yrote in oconfidence 4n the French Forelgn Office that the
Propldent of the Pakintani Atoulc Frergy Commission hod declared
thot whother the Fronch deal went throush OT 0oty Pakistan
plommed to get & plant able to mapufacturoe the small amount of
plutcnivm riecoppary for an explooive device, using naturel
Adated uranium prnﬂuneﬂ by their Canadian Teactor.
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MTRENHAM: S0, are you telling mo that throughout
4his whole period it never erossed your mind that thia plant
could be put to anything other than peaceful purpooaa?

FIANCOIS POINCET: Obviously,l can't sayr that, I moan

4f you make...suppose you mke a steel plant could you be certain
$hat none of the steol would ever be used to make o EN. Thare's
no relation. This plant waa intwnding to Teproces irradisted fuel.
Paklaton has a source of irradiated fuels.Blnce thay howvae one
reactor they ave plennipg to havs othera. They have to reprocsss
thig fuel. They mike o ieprozessing plant, that's quite mormal.
When you come and say ah,Tay ba they will make an atomie bombe
Moy be with a steel plant thay will make a weapon, they may meleo
& gun, make pistel, wno can say.

ATHENHS M: Thieg is the sort of reprocessing plant
M.Poincet builds. What taos Pakigtaris wanted was o scaled=down
version of the same thing, If their plans for an expanding civil

Had been gomiine they would, indesd, have needel a plan®
1ike this. »But they haon't olaced a single order in that programnos
So they had no need for suck =& large olant, Some Americons, unlike
{he French, wera beginning tu realise what a difference the plent
could make.

JOSEPH NiE: That's the dlrfarence between having a
qite large arsencl of wespons usable material quite oquickly as
opposed to having to oke 1t out in emall quantities at a tine.

THERTEAM: Whan you myzlarge argenal, what do you
lieve in mind?

that
NYE: Well, I would imagine the meterdals/oould

heye beer diverted from tho plant or would be available if safeguards
yere broken would be somowhere fiftnen or twenty bombs worth right
avay a8 opposed +c & mmuch sgmeller arounts tkat would hawa w0 be

dono through clandestine plants or by other maana.

TTBENHAM: And nn ability to add to those fiftoon
guite xregularly.

Wif: Yos, quite regularly.

TIBEHHEAM: Bhutto was in Canada when the French

mada up thelr minds to @o shoad and supply the plant. Ivarything
now rested on & rubber stamp frem the Intermational Atonic Energy
Agency in Vienna. The cgancy wao to inopect the plant and monitor
the amounts of muclant material produced. Hmtto was actually

innida the Canmdian pariiament building when o cable sxrived granting
. intornational apprcvils

¥B
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find you know his face 11t up and ha
rolaxed. Ho was very very plensed. And, you know, later in
+he afterncon theore wes a press conforence and he said "look
why are you asking me auestions about the reprocessing plant.
Tha IAEA has cleared it. So whot are your misgivinga"

TTRENEAM: From ite headgquarters in Vierms, the TAEA
i mmposed to act as the world's muclear guardian end ooiudaman.
From the millions of wordas that pour in here every day an army

of oivil servants is in theory able to spot nuclear mishahavicur
and put & stco to i%. Complicated. safeguards were, indsad, built
ints the Fakistani agroement. Dut what use nre safeguerds if e
nation intends on boilding a bamht

SIGVARD EKIAUND: I cai't swewssl ot the time when this
matter was approved by the board that they had daclared thalr
jntention to go ahesd with a miclear Weapin ProOfTalma, That I
don't recall.

TTRIRHAM: Palkigtan uncéertock that no reprocessing
=lant nor eny mteriel produced snali b :E:Egd for the mamufacture
of any muclear wezpen or To furiher amy/rs {tary purposa or fox the
pamifacture of any other muslan: expleelve dovice. But let's

be frank everybody inew what the plaat wao for, dldn't they?

THALTD HASAN: Well, I swpnose, I ean all the Western
eountries kmew.

TIBEHHAM: Fimtta went heme in glory. The plent which
the were to briid had two aliuring attractions, Ous,the
‘meaus to fuel a mew gensration of reantors to szse Pakistan's

power starvaticn Af he wanted., Put two, cnce in cperation it
would guarantes a tremondous lead in &ry arms race with India,

But the Americans had already decided to stop Fhutto in hino
triumphant tracke, I Hanrynfissingsr was given the job. Imtto
oleimed thet Kiaginger told him "if you go ahead with this zlan,

we will make a horrible example cf you'. Brutto fook this to mean
4hat his downtall would be enginesred by America. Preasure frem
the Carter adminigtration rinally percuaded the French to suspend
the Teprocenaing denl. In Washington there was self-cong-atulation
on a taotical victory — an end to the Poklstani bomb, But thoy
were wrong. The fivow—ever miclsar bomb wna made from vrenium,
ﬁﬁ‘t;‘plia.tminﬁz. Wrat tho Anericans Mdn't know waa that the
Pakiatanis far from being halted in their plans had quietly embarked
‘on a pecond route to the bomb — %o tuild a weapen exsotly like

the one dropped on Hircshima. A bomb made with enriched uranium,
And in this they were to ba proved almost unstopable.

¥B
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TTOENEAM: In the sammar of 1972

Paldetanl asclentist and his British-born w?.;{f‘a :nﬁéﬁm;.:ntt Eiwf

quiet suburb, not far from Amsterdam airport. Abdul Ehadir Khan

and his wife Hanny guickly settled into the neat commmity

of voung married couples. The lace on the door and the tendad

potted plants in the window of Number Seventy-One, Amsdel

made them seem models of suburban respeotability, Khon didn't

4alle mich about Pakistan and everyons vnderstood he intended 1o

1ive in Hollaud for good. He socasionally mentioned that he'd

been educated et o couplo of Buropel '%ﬁ'ttar universitien.

gart from that people remember onl "E%hu Khans were so downright
Ll

TR GECRRE VANDER TERRE: For instunce he was offering oockies end
swoeties to the reoretaries bocmuase in his ides a girl sheuld be
a 1ittle bit fa.t-‘l;y letls BAY - That was one of his ssanee

TTHENHAM: 0= 41at attractive women needsd to be fat.
PEREE: Yee,yes something llks that,

H In faut KGian wia a perfect femily man,
feithiul to his wife and dovotoa to hig daughtesgt His 1life
wag going to work and leookirg after tha fanily. Joccasionally

‘he took tripe to his old voversitd=e and it wos after one of thess

that ne came homo with good news — ha'd lauded an intrigeing new
job, It was worth, it wae fo f1inz him into a world he'd never
Ymown before. The world of the industrial spy. Khen's new
employera just happened to be ‘he wajor gub—contractors to

Trenco — ihe Dutoh-British-German consortium waich Tuns a mesaiva
wranium errdshment plent at Alwslo in Hollend., Hare, wmnixm ges
1s Totated at incredible specda to produce anriched uranium.

This ig the sort of equipment the Pakistanis would nead for the
gocond route to the bowmb; a bunb ueing highly snxiched uraniun,
While he was working in Helland, Khan was approached by Paldstant
ugenta who realised his wuowladgo of speeielisad cetels could be
Arrelusble in this alternative bozb programma. Khan wea a willing
recrult and he could tell “hem exactly what they neaded to ouy.

To his neignboura Khan sacmed hia normal likesble solf. They did
rutice that now and ther laxge cars with '0D! plates would arrive
‘from Prance and Belgivm and ofien not loave until the early houra,
Bot they took little or no retice of it. Suddsnly, on Ducember
the fifteenth, 21975 EKhan, big vite and two little girls disappoared,
‘He'd been recalled to Talamsbad — his mission in Barope h=d been

- moccmplighed, Uaclk home, Than was whisked irto rather moxe

gplerdid sccommodation — & government villa on the outaldrta of
Telamabad; with the ultimate l.wmry =— & private swimning rool,
Ha vas even given hia own guards. Wien one Eurcopean trdied to
approach the house he was given a sovere boating.
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GEQRGE VAN DER FERRE: It was unbelievabla,

; s
into the image we have of Khan hera, t ddn't £1t

TTBENHAM: Khan's new job wasm t

of tae Pakistan enrichnont programm, . mh. il con
baing constructed under the mtriotest Becurity just cutside
Iplamabad. The componente boing used here at Kahuto were all
beught dn Burope; results of deals in which Khan was invelved
before he left. The purchases arranged by a netwerk of Paldgtanis
dn Brusgels,and Pards had all skill fully sidesterped the Wost's
muclear expori regulations. The Pakistanis are so concermed about
Ealmto that they've installed French Krotile anti-eireraft migsiles
to protect the instalintiouna. The Inidan border ia only five mirutes
$1ying time away and the Palddgtunis hava no intention of being
surprised by & sudden strike by Indi='s woll-trained afs foroa,
VWesterz intelligence sources sketch the interior of Kahuto 1ike
this: &t tho heart i the centrifuge systom itself, surrounded by
laboratories and anciliary teild’nga that house tha control
equipment, gns feed gysiem ara power rupply; a guard bloak,

Power generating stobion and a battory of anti-atreraft Zuns

%o protect the site; Inside the cascads hall several thousand
oentrdfuges which once working cculd produce enough enriched
arendum for six weepons a year, The envichmant process is so
eamplex and coatly that it creatad ihe perfect cover for the

. Talletanip intentions. Almos® ro wcientiat or goverrmont official
in the West believed ihat they would undertale such a challenging
method, In fact elmost evesy viece of equipment ingide Eatmito kas
come frem Burope, including Britain. Ore of the firat purchases —
the Pakistard centrifuge — was a batch of inverters frca the
Bvindon plant or Emerson Electric. Imerters ensure that the
owrrent azriving at the cuntifuge remaing absclutely constant;
thatls espential when the moiors bave o run at tens of thousanda
of revoluticas a minute. The maragemsnt of Fmersens, both heore

in Swindon and of their parent crmpery in the United States, refuse
‘point-blank to tolk about the irverters. But a scientist who used
‘%o work here has told ue that anybody who is anybody in the compamy
had a pretiy shrewd idsa of what they wers for. But they weven't
bothered. They wers convinsod tha Pakiptania woulén't know
‘what to do with them, Indeed, he says, thewe \ms a company joke
that the inverters would rust away in their cases up in the hills
‘and then the FPakigtania wovld order scme more. In fact, only &
eouple of weeks or po after the invorters arrived in Pakistan

& telex came here asking for a whole 1ist of very sophisticated
‘modirications and that took the wind oui of ths management'.

ealls. It was encther example of Western arrogance assu ing

the Pakistanis had no idoa what they were up to. The Fakistanis

in feot lmew exactly whers to go to place their order for invertera
without geusiner toe much suspinion —to the prospercus little town of
Iecnberg, not far from Stuttmart. One of their go-between corpantes
15 Teanm Industrics. The Pakiptanis wanted thirty-one imverters
end they were prepared to pay above the golng rate for them, Thedr
middleman was one of the company directors, a Mr Ffol (phon.). Mr
“Pfol heped thers'd be more ordern like this. On this one alone hig
:;mhuionm into thousanda of pounds.

Ll
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TTBEIGIAM: I'm agking you matters of purely public
interest about your dealings with Imeracns and the Paklstania,
Is 3t true you pleced an order in 1976,

PFEL: I ac on Friday in England with Mre Thatcher
togathor,
TIEENHAM: 4 ieter c¢rder for more centrifugea from

Fmersons wortn over a millicn wounds wme frozen by the DBritish
Government. Even po, Pakisian alresdy had enough converters

to run pevezal thorsand eevtrivvgee. In 1976 three FPokistani
Tryora came here o Switzerland. This time they wers franic about
what they wanted: valves for uranium enrichment plent., VAT, a
highly specialiged firm which supplise miclear facilities all cwer
+he world, were only loo happy to chlips., To cover themsalwves,

thay wrota to tho appropricte governnent offiecisl seking whether

an export licenco war requived. Thuy xovernment wrote back listing
gensitive items besed on gildelines laid down by the spo-cnlled
Tondon Club of Muclear Supplier Mations. The FPaldstani orcer didn't
clash with the lis* and the Swiss governmont, amcicus for firms to
gnter the lucrative miclear axport facket, didn't ask further
questicns. The Pakistanis were wo impressed with thie aggressive
palling ettitude that they upred their requiremenis. They went fo
Kora Engineering, tucked away in zhe Alps with an astounding
request: coull Kora, they asked, dnalm and huild a systen to

feed gas to the cantrifuges. Thu snmer wes a very rapid 'yes',

This is no small vaguo ccrponsn’, but a vital stage in tho
enrichment process to he custom-mede in Burcpe. It wos one of

the biggest and moat blatent ordsra placed amywhers by the Falostanis.
80 how did Kora imagine/eiriched wraaium they were helping to produce
wonld be usec?

HUDOLF WALTI: Whet can lead to a miclezr weapon, that
is the gueetion, of course. luts and bclts can lead to a moclear
waapen. Where do you draw the line?

TTEENHAM: The comp-ete plant was so large that three
churtersd Fercules plenap wore naadBﬂ to fly it from Switserland
to Pakistan,

- TTRERHAM: Lot'n suppose ycu were absolutoly satisfied

‘Iih.at‘ﬂmrmagaingtnuna this plant to maku a nmuclear weupon,
Would that have changed your mind une bit about supplying it?

HUDOLF WALTI: First of all we have no knowlodge in
puclear weapona design or constriction or amything; §1 n.n't
even kntw how to huild ona, how to design ona, That iuﬁ it

end weo would sertainly not actively support anyons to huilﬂ a
miclear weapone iight?
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. : = But you're coming back to your point

that you don't really kmow ur wioh to krow what the end

£ product
d8 going to be is for une. Your attitude ia murely: don't agk
too many gquestions,

WALITs ¥o. How should we know, real waat
they intend o do with it; what trer want to do withl:ﬁ:.

TIBERHAM: You're sayinz you have ne idea a* all,
m: Nh-
TIRENEAM: This ability not to know makes

1ife easier for Mr Butt in Lis role ge chiaf buyer. Ha's

&till atiachad to the embassy in Parie and st1ll plocing orders.
One of his recent onss was a emall quentitios of uranium-235

Bend plutonium, They were, ho said, *o be used by Pakistani
etudents. BSo M Butt had acquired the machinery and his boasses
had the exper:lse. But taey were ;1w use without the raw materiel.
He camas to this office in Duesseldorf in search of, smong other
things, wanium yellow cala,

ALFHED HEMPEL: he was a medoer of the Pakistan embasgy
and he is authorised %o regsotiaie with that materinl and he ias
tuying: that maierial for 4be FPekistzn Atomlc Energy Commission.

WTREZEAM: When he telaphoned to press the order
wes be more interested in the hexofloride or the yellow caka,
did he say what hs wanted?

HEFFEL: Aloo...axactly he ald ook say it, but
I telieve he was more interested in yellow cake,

TTHENHAM: In tke end, M- Butt and the Pakistania
found & vory different supplier for their yellow cake, The source
of limitiesn uranium for Fakietan is aprropriately the Islamic
Hepublie of Niger. Deap below the Saohara thers is msore uranium
‘then the Pakistanis will ever need to build their bomb, Tha
‘oompany mining +he wranium is Fronch and is headed by M.Jazk
Gipeard 4'Bataing, counin of the Fronch President. The aite's
‘atrandad in the middls of the blistering desert, hundreda of miles
from the noarest town. In tomporatures which often touch p=
‘hmdred-and—-twenty, thouuends of local labourera, supervised by
French engineers, ccntimially inhale hot dust am they extract the
uranium, The billions of tona alrendy extrocted have left a

+ momatrous crator in the deope—t. .
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PHILIP TIBENHAM: The ore in processed on the gpot undor
atrict French control Into yollow ecake. The Islamic Hopublic of
Higer takes iis share of the mine's output, Almeat all of that
is sold to hor Islamic brother states, Libyn mand Faldatan,

Bome of Paldstan's uranium goos via France; the cost i flown out
through Iibya. The wonium convey travels a-hundred-and-fifty
baldng miles to & barren desert air strip at fgadez, IFrom there
it's flown northwards asross the,vast Smhnra to Tripold, in Idbyn.
The lagt leg of the uraniun +rail?frem Tripoli, three—thousand—odd
milea to Karachi, in Pakistan. Now neither Niger nor Pakistan
hias signed the non-prclifuration ireaty — +he NPT, an agroement
which ds suppored to stcp the epread of miclear weapons. Dot
mnoe agnin, Peicleten sgreed to safegusids over the use of ois
nranium and once again 4he yords bad p famiiiar ring. Pokisten
vrdertoox that no wrendum shali be used for the manafacture

of any muclear weapon or to finther any other oilitery purpose

cx for the marmufacture of any other w.clear explosive device,

The President of Higer is Seyni Houniche. Under his fimm
leadorship tho country hue pons froa boing ons of Francels
poorest former colonler tu being weslthy — all becanse of
uranium sales. DBut ne's cnly thers by the grace of Franca,

And more important Colurmel Gaddafi supportad the coup which
brought Kountelie to power. Gaddafi kncws that as with oil,
voanium means power and he'd like to become the uranium broker

1o the world of Tslem, Kountche »z & man who could hely hin

to do it and thereby reinfoute Iihya's role in tha Palistuni bemb,
The uwranium trade between Niger and Pakistan is partly the result
of Idbyan diplomacy. Kountcha, 1ike Gaddafi, is deeply comittod
To Islem, Tt's no colncldence that alfost all of Niger's urenium
gues to Lihya and Paklnton.

COL.SEYNT EOTIICEE: We' sell cur vranium to any countsr on
oondition that it partisipates in our deveopment. Secondly, we
expect our uraniom *o sexve the intavesta of development uok of

¥2r, 4nd wo Tequire that the International Atomic Agency guarantsos
the pale. Therefore, 1= don't pee why our selling to ons particular
ohmh'_y' geould erpate a nompindnt, We are selling end will contimma
to sell to Pakiptan.Tf the IABA doesn't carry ocut proper supervision
then that's a matter for its own conscience.

TIEENHAN: The oivil servants at the IAEL say thoy
know whak's happening to the aranium in Pakistan,

BIGVARD EXLUND: For the time being the wraniom ore is only
stozed in drume; it has not been moved away.

TTBENHAM: Put how d'you know that, how often do yeour
o L

¥3
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Wo have,.,,that has besn in a us
And we know that, i T ‘W ]

TITENHAM:

But how often do you go there, onco a
yoar, twlce a year.

EXLOAD: That again represents a confidentisl
figure. Different installations are visited with different
fraquency in order to asmure that we have a reascnablo
probability of dlscovsring amy diversicn of the materiali.

PTRENHAM But 1f that weve the case you'd have
+o6 ba able to account for every poand exported from Higer to
Pakiatan and make sure it wea siill there and not* being
nead for soma improper purpobv,

EXLTD: May I say 7o chonld at least be secare]
a pound of vranium doopo’t represenl & danger Yo mankind,

T1HERHAN: Ellund ‘o arpyment would be unascailable
except that lerge quantitias af urenium now gold to Libya which
then ships part of it off to Peklatrn. Since Iihya hasn't allowed
the IEEA inspectozs to check how muich ls left, ihe agency cannot
¥mow how muon uraniun Peletan haa acquired or what's beon dona
with it. Eech of thesa trucks 1s eazrying sbout fifty or more
drums of uranium on its wey to Idby= and Pakistan. According to
Nigor, it's sold a-hunéred-and—£fty tona &f concantrate

4o Iibya and three-hundred-tona io Pukistan, Our informans

pays ihat Libya's sens lerge amevnts of uranium to Paldsten.
Gaddafi's done this, he ssys, %o help to protect his role in
the bomb project to get & raiurn on his investment.

e Ta Idbyans had always been doubtful
gbout the quid pro guo. Paldstani sclentists nve training Iibyans
in laboratory hotoeli cperations. iMhare is other training going on
too, but the Libymnse hava mude 1t plain thoy wont whet they balieve
they wore promised: full acueosd to the technology.

gond
TTEENHAN: Gaddafi has unother/reason for backing the
Pakiptani bomb: Tercel. The Tg=aolin have made 1t sbunéantly cleax
thet if sowe close Jrab emeitry, like Idbyn or Irag, comes neax ta
gotting the bomb, they would uoe their air power to remove tha
Ih=oat from their spheyn,of influence and thera's no doubt that they
could and would do 21t. akistan's & different matter.

EIWARD LUTTWAK: T don't think 1t'11 get to the point where
Trag will be wifhin an ace of noving a nuclear weapon becaunas tha
Ieraelia will atop it. Whether this meana golng ocut to third

pountries and interfering with the shipment of muglear equipment op
1t moans golng rizhh ynpids Iray and boobing the facilitlon — they

* 111 do 4t. As you kmow recently the Inraslis have achisved a
aramatic incronse in tho Tenge of their air power bocause thay've
ﬁftﬂﬂﬂd — they can reach right into the Fersian Gulf,




a thnt penotrate by

might go as far as
a Palklptani thing

PHILTP TTBENHAM:
cf Pakistan is etill Gadlafi's best tes.

in aorthern Italy

4 the bomb.

thuy'd sopped.
on twenty-six fessels end

83M,3the company o
ulating on the

ara elleged to have directly or
sensitive ana non-sensitive maierial to Itallan injustrialists. These

firma are alleged to have een®t tne raterial on o Pakisten. The boas
ef AMcon is Signor Aldo Toreai.

ALDO - TORCHT
Your personal interesti?

find out vhat sort of
importing them.

PORCHT :
essec 8 have supplisd a 1
1ot of materials more to

Palkdgian, but in particular,
what's the pome of the compsny

information you require.

And they have this spooial ordinance

ONETEY csansvnn «+«00 they hava

1l oquipment to do it and they will do it., If 1% cragm to 'thﬂn.la

orunch and they lmow that Pakistani weapona have been {renaferred

+o Litirs or sitting in the chip half way, they would go for the shipy

If these were Iin a dock in Karachi weiting to go, they
But the further it ie in Pnldigtan, whon it 18
as opposed tw being n Libysn-Pakiston thing, losa
1ikely ihoy are 1o a3t bevacusa they don't feel that it ie within their
legltinate sphere to go that for.

Bo = bomb tuilt in the comparative securlty

lo de Gigiano,

A smal t:;wn_qi San
: it's a ieepl?%ﬁf': EYTfLVe #6000, tut 1t's here
4rat the story of the Iglemic bomb's taken its most extroordinery

tu=n, On the outskirts of txwn thare's a mediun pizod engincering

Tt!'s owned by a ¥rench company end hers, we believe, the
Pakintanis are trying to resurrect their original plutonimm route

Our informatlou is that uPakistan's sovertly pressing
ghead with the complec reproceasing plant that the Apericans thought

The company's callad Aleom and it just sta=ted work
tans made from wpecial metals to be

delivered to Pakietan by next Docember, The order may not have seemed
important, but the contract for the work waa aigned in April of last

The dote is signfficent bacausa e very noxt month a confidential
letter went out from Gogema, ths ¥rench miclear fuals compsany, to
ontzolled by ihe Frensh government, Porgistent
Sakigtan affair, Some industrialists

indirecily transferred or sold

What ia your interest In this petter.

My perscnal intercet. I'm trying o
things Fakister is imperting and Wiy they zre

Put I connot give you any nnawer about this
ot of material to Pakistan. Vo will supply
Palciptan and it is all right,

Yes, I kmow you supply lots of things to
I'm intorested in this ordor from —

wheTe this order cama froo last year,

aorry, but I carmot give you the
BOTTY «
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PIREIHAM:
QUTPAILY «

.' But you told us sarlier the name of the

TCRCHL: Ho. No. Excuse ma pir. The job ima
garious matter.

TTDENHAM: What do you think thome partisular vesasls
or pull linings are for.

TOBRCHL: Pullesssvs

!}jzmam The things you'ra going to supply
PR

TORCEL: Excuse me, Nc.

TIBENHAM: Tha rezecn for Signor Torchi's outburst

ig nov clearms He'd been told by bis French soperdors that he was
%o allow no filming ard to make no sommwnt, The pavent company

in Paris is called BSD. They were contractors in the original
reprocersing plant. The managsment will naither confirm nor deny
that they or their svheidiary Zis jpvolved in the Paldeton order.
One of thair officizls has told us off the record that all they're
doing 18 meking a perfecily inrovert chemicel plant, The rTeason
ther sar that is that recisaly what the Pakistanis have told them.
But if the Pakisteanls ore, as we beliuve, trying 1o Tdse t2
gomething as complex as a reprceessing plant how would they kmow
how to set avout 1t? Tha veascn is simpla. Virbuaily all of ths
blue printe for the plant have already been hanied over io them

by the Prench government—centrolled S3N compeny. But if they have
{lie planm,as *hey bava,is there anytning that yoi ecan = that
vould stop them going sheed dons, using what means they had &t
their dispomal?

POTHCET T thdnl: that if you take any countiy that's
indugtrially develeoved encugh, which ls the cass of Pakistan, If
the goverrment decidec to put ita pressure to push one dafinite
project nothing can resiet: a govesmrent can do anything.

TIAENHAM: The aigmals are that Pakiston's alzeady

made some preparationa for a bomb test. Seviet and hmerican
gatelliten hove picked up indicationa of tunnelling peaaibly for

an unferground trinl, The eita's thauah" to be in the remote

dsnert erea of Chulisten. If so, thore's a dreadful ivory about

L cholce of testing ground. Tt's just across the border from where
the Indians exploded their mdn bomb, But that doesn't mean that
Paliptan is aiming at the same thing.
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‘DR DOMALD CEESMAN: It's just & question of how sophistlcated
a weapon they wont to dosign. And they're asking the guosticn
that you've got a bunch of dummies that're going to werk on it,
Mhere's no reagon to think there are going to be dwmiss working
on 1t. They might be just as good or bottor .....assops the
worle dona at Los Alaro, There might Lo some guy in thero that
poaily understands how you pat the temper on there and whers you
pul the inftiator, And this will get just a feeling, not hard
woets, Tu's right off the bat, they'll say, Oh YyoBeseass
hold her for about a micro-sacond, I think, we'll get about
guch and such, I moan....q.Don't apsume that dummies era going
+o work on it. If they're motivated, they may do a hell of &
job of maldng weaponr.

PEILTP TTBENHAM: Ve believe that in eightoen menths
gnientiots at Tinstaclk, the Pakistcn Iastitute of Tachnology,
vill produce encugh plutonium for treir firct test boob — the
bemb the West was convinced they could never make,

EDWARD LUTTWAK: You cculd see it when the Chinese set
off their first miclear weapor. Tn thls country they sadd haow
can those dummies have set off a higniy rich uranium Weahifl.
They could never have figurod out how +o make o éeffusior peolnt.
Well then, you oo flew over and tock a plcture and it's clear
in cana or province they got their enrichment pocint. I mean
itls onn\l‘ezﬂ.m.t..u. . Iil(wsic‘

TTEERHAM. Wnethar or not Zia survives 28

Paliptan's leader, ha's placed on impeusible burden on the coumntry.
Onea the bumb is known to exist, be or whoaver saccoods him, will
face enormous probleme, Tnstead of creating security, the weapon
vill do gquite the opposite. ILdibya 4111 demand a retwom for all

her help in the fcrm of naclear expertise. If the bomb is there, tha
miiitary will yent to test 14, With mistrustful Tndis on har
doorgtep That cculd be a disastercus DOVE.

nn Tetorating tho device would glve one
warning that ex-months, yeaxre down tha road they will have &
reel weapon, Thoy have a weapcn 0T ths device. And during
that intervening pericd the presgure cn Tndia to sct to disarm
fhe Pakistanis will be emcrmocs. The sonflict botween the two
oountries is potentinlly a fatal eonflict, It'as about the
eristence of Pakipten, not sbout any digpute or border problem
an~ lhere's alwnys the possibility that tha Indians will not
allow the Pakigtanis to malke a traneition from crude deviece to
+he wospon and that means waTs

T AHAM: When tha dream of tha Inlamio Bomb waa born
A1: Brutto promiged "we nbell hove the pomb even if we have to eat
groga to get 1t'. Pakiston may £ind thers's no graos to eat,




