Digital Archive

. . - digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org
International History Declassified

W Wilson
Center

August 1, 1985

First Middle East Division, 'Briefing Material for
Ambassador Nakayama: Problem of the Release of
the American Hostages in Lebanon'

Citation:

"First Middle East Division, 'Briefing Material for Ambassador Nakayama: Problem of the
Release of the American Hostages in Lebanon', August 1, 1985, Wilson Center Digital
Archive, Diplomatic Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan, File No.
2017-0631. Translated by Stephen Mercado.
https://digitalarchive.umd.edu/document/280663

Summary:

A summary from the First Middle East Division of the Japanese government about the
American hostages held in Lebanon. This document discusses the correspondence
between the United States and Japan regarding the hostages and what steps Japan had
taken as of August 1, 1985.

Original Language:
Japanese

Contents:

Original Scan
Translation - English


digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org

Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan

FLFAET -7 AEFS w7V IRE E

VK ) S Bats KB ALY BB B
o ‘ - 408 . 4
Co | N £ 2 S

/. I o345 | ]
0 F5 )18 KB p) EFAK7-7R M B AK

HPBHAEFE 1 L FMAL B oY IRZA 4’?)5
\__ IR G BY Ben. 23 ) BAEE

B1) iy & EXATIAL 12 3T VA7 BT
fi3 a9 T AEBERS 1 BEH B 4TIE S

BRWADI)THIT AFIL E AT RS,

%213 FB 12 RYRLE G AT

¢) kY L,LH.;?)EJ GT BE v~ 45 L BRLLTR.

AABH v ES 27T B s T

Q) FR LR 77T Vez thEHE 9 LE B oL

B A

GA-6



Wilson Cepter Digital Archive Original Scan

. 2,
F8Ln TOTE) A7y SNBRE AU ﬁm’ﬁf\

P94 Bk N 2E TRees A 5

o PO T,
\wa

) ) B4 7}1\.’52;4%#‘\@« MNTE BEULE. ST
X ARy FHLH R 9 T 9 A E

fiprnfeas. Spt TTEASALT5F VY|

N BRTR B HE 4, 7w 3 § 15 Ak B
( W RErect Ty

T B St FEF T JB887% é‘&\‘},

2. PBoL-¥ /Xjﬁ/?ﬁijo—f-ﬁﬁk X'ﬂd’fx?‘ﬁ&)

G 228 L, KAk e TR 1 BB,
TA 9 FANEREIR 2T thh L Hho §RH.

QL g 50 hEATRY 2B L 470§ R,
(49148 0 7 77-1> ZHIRE £) B KAE 123 LTS

AR o %ﬁm

@) 299 BAME iz L, r;4&1;**'[51 1-1 Pl ey F o7 4
X309 WHE 45, < FIBTH Y BBARE 1) 5.

GA-6 ’ %ﬁ%




Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan

3

?x@?ﬁﬁnﬁb %2 '?WJ’”JE /&%‘7”3%’%7

H3LF XM BIRTIFE) BA ﬁfr X

O | O AR ET s BB IR RIEY.,
A7 P EA A ERE £ 30Xt
- s S
Yy BBF.

) JFHE E

(g

T ' ' ' T



Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

Secret

Briefing Material for Ambassador Nakayama

Problem of the Release of the American Hostages in Lebanon
August 1, 1985

First Middle East Division

1. The Situation So Far

(1) In January this year, the US side requested - via a visit from the US Embassy's
Counselor Clark to Middle Eastern and African Affairs Bureau Deputy Assistant
Minister Kume - that Japan appeal to Iran for the release of the hostages. Deputy
Assistant Minister Kume then spoke to Iranian Ambassador to Japan Gavahi, saying
that it would be welcome if the Iranian Government were able to exercise its
influence in some form for the release of the hostages. Ambassador Gavahi said that
he would convey the request to his country.

(2) In April this year, Bureau Director-General Miyake requested the cooperation of
the Iranian Government in regard to the matter on the occasion of his visit to Iran.

(3) The Middle Eastern and African Affairs Bureau Director-General strongly appealed
to Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister Ardebili, who had come to Japan in advance of the
June visit to Japan of Majlis Speaker Rafsanjani. Also, on July 23, Ambassador to Iran
Nomura made a request of Second Political Bureau Director Ahani.

(4) On July 17 this year, on the occasion of Minister Abe's visit to Syria, the Minister
made an appeal to Foreign Minister Shara for Syria to work towards the release of the
hostages. Foreign Minister Shara replied that there were also President Assad's
instructions and that the Syrian Government was doing its utmost. (We have
informed Secretary Shultz of this point via our Ambassador in Washington.)

2. Present Request from President Reagan and Our Response

(1) On the 28th, President Reagan contacted Prime Minister Nakasone by telephone
and requested his cooperation in the release of the seven American hostages. In
response, the Prime Minister replied that he would do his utmost. (Later, President's
Assistant McFarlane made a similar request of Ambassador Matsunaga.)

(2) On the 29th, we instructed Ambassador Matsunaga to inform the US side: "Our
country intends to make from this point onward the utmost effort in regard to this
matter. Minister Abe plans to send immediately a special message to the foreign
ministers of Iran and Syria."

(3) Our side's response to this matter is as follows:
(a) Minister Abe has sent a special message to the foreign ministers of Iran and Syria.

(b) Dispatch of Prime Minister's Special Envoy.



