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i."° I~ 1. !1.a.ny of the points in your minute of l') pr i .r 
overtaken by our meeting with .~r Pickering or ?O pr1 • 
I have the following comments. 

2. On your para 3 I aF,ree that it 1s 
that we are dealing with an "Arab bomb". 
there are strong - indeed overwhelming - arp;um~nts a ~ n 
broadening our security treaty proposal uo as to get i 
up with the political proolems of the J,:iddle Ea.,,t . If 
frustrate the Pakistani nuclear weapons programme y e~L 
some Asi;:m regional proposal, any plans on the part of r~ 
countries to obtain nuclear weapons technology fro P~ i ar. 
will automatically oe frustrated. If an "Ara'"> bQm " pr".>~ec 
starts up in some other moslem country, that different pro 
will no douot require a diplomatic solution differer.t fro. 
one we at present envisage for Pakistan. 

3. On your para 5, I agree that the Yugoslav proposal for 
UN conference on the peaceful uses of nuclear enerF,y is to".> 
uncertain and too distant in time to provide the main focu~ f r 
our strategy regardin~ Pakistan and Indi~. It could fortuit~~ I·· 
be that a strategy on the lines we are considering .·1ould resul 
in a detailed plan at about the time of the Yugoslav conference. 
It would then oe for consideration whether the Asian rlan .,,· t<.l 
~e tied up at the conference or separately. 

4. On your para 6 , I was struck by Itr Pickering's vie 
which I think Sir A Parsons shared - that the Fakistani nucl~-r 
weapons programme is not enough to make the Indians take a er 
favourable view of accepting safeguards. ir Pickering as 
talking more in terms of inducements related to CTB und cur ~ 0n 
vertical proliferation. There is evidence that .r Fick~rln is 
right. But I am not satisfied - pending a sight of Sir ,J v ~"' 
Thomson's letters to Sir A Parsons - that this point t.a8 een 
firmly established in discussions with the Indians. 

5. I think you will wish to discuss your psra 0 (c) Defence Department. 

G. On your para 9(d), I was interested that ·c 
not press us to make bilateral approaches to 
with you that we might consult our posts i1., .. 
Mr Samuel, who has just visited Pe!cing and \ · 
this subject, will have views. I thin\ .) ou 
20 April. 

7. I think the Americans are quite r1 our 
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to talk more in terms of uneafeguarded facilitie 
programmes. So far this tactful tactic ha ork 
but big publicity for the Pakistani prograrmne i 
the tactic may not be durable. 

C L G Malla 
Arms Control an 
Department 

23 April 1979 

copied to: Mr White, SAD 
Mr P H Moberly o/r 
Mr Gillmore, Defence Dept ) with Mr Alston•s 
Mr Samuel, FED ) 
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