Digital Archive

. . - digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org
International History Declassified

W Wilson
Center

June 11, 1979

‘The Islamic Bomb: Pakistan and Nuclear Weapons'
CBS News Story

Citation:
""The Islamic Bomb: Pakistan and Nuclear Weapons' CBS News Story", June 11, 1979,

Wilson Center Digital Archive, The National Archive of the UK, FCO 96/955. Contributed
by Malcolm Craig. https://digitalarchive.umd.edu/document/280724

Summary:

This document is a transcript, obtained by the British Foreign Office, of a June 1979 CBS
report on the alleged Islamic dimensions of Pakistan's nuclear program.

Credits:

This document was made possible with support from Carnegie Corporation of New York (CCNY)
Original Language:
English

Contents:

Original Scan


digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org







Wilson Center Digital Archive

FALY A JUD VP ER AT . Y
THEM THAT THE JOB WAS BUILDING AN ATCM BOUME, et

THAT LEFT THE FROBLEM OF MONEY, r'A
COUNTR Y., TREMENDOUS AMOUNT OF MC
FINANCE A NUCLEAR WEAPONS PROGRAN.

A GODFATHER AND THEY FOUND OME. COLONEL e
OF LIBYA, INTELLIGENCE SOURCES TELL Gf i TH
LIBYANS ARE FINANCLNG PAKILTAN'

BomBs THe lSLAmLe ATOMIC BOMB, P

UNSUCCESSFULLY, TO BUY A COMPLETE
He GFFERED THE PAKISTANIS A
MONZY IN HAND, THE PAKIST
AR KET BASKET APFROACH TO BUY
OF PAXISTANI AGENTS WERE DIREC
GREZAT BRITAIN, WEST GESMAN
& NEEDED PARTS, THEY BOU
DRIVES, FROM AT LEAST ONZ
MENT OFFICIALS WHO XNO'W WILY NC AL THE @
FIRM, THE PAXISTAMNT PPOJ;@T WAS FIRST LOCATED

BLANK
JLAN

1
/
f

BUILDING IN BRUSSELS, BEYGIUM, AND a7
SECURITY REASONS, MOVEN/TO THIS SMAl v

PERCHED ABOVE BONN, WEST GERMANY.
ON THE DOOGR IS A P\}JéTAHI PROCURSMENT OFFICER

THE PAXISTANIS DI/ THEIR B
SEGRET s  MORE LN} TERS WE
INDUSTRIES NEAR/STUTTIGART,
INDUSTRIES DIDANOT MaKE
HADE HERES AT EMERSON ELECT
CRUNTRY OF ENGLAND , THE
INVERTERS FROM ENER SON

LOUNDON QN PAXKTSTAN TNTERNATIGNAL ARL
THE TINY VILLAGE OF HNAG, SWITZERLA?
THEY BOUGHT HIGH-VACUUM VALVES. WH
AﬁEaXEAH REPRESENTATIVE OF THE FISN
HESESUTSS COLLEAGUE TOOK PICTURES.

NORMAN PEACOCYK: THEY PREFER THAT YOu
THE NETGHBORMOECD TO PHOTOSRAPH
SURESUHATHISE WG BiE MADE OF
SURROISE VTHEYYRS A LITTLE
THAT YOU RE HERE.










cyBJECT- "TYE LSLAWIE-B0B: PAKISTAN AND NUCLZAR UEAPQNS™

¢35 HEWS SITR
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PARISTAN'S EFFORTS TO DEVELOP A NUCLEAR EXPLOSIVE
cAPABILITY. TRANSCRIPT OF STORY LS REPEATED BELOW, &°3
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Ealy TEXT: . =
WALTER CRONKITE: THE FOCUS OF THE VIEUNA SUMMIT THIS FRIDAY
He<uszH PRESIDENT CARTER AND SOVIET LEADER BREZHNEU WILL 52

o4 LINITING STRATEGIC ARMS OF THE TWO SUPERPOWERS, BUT A \ R
/ POTENTI2LLY GREATER THREAT 10O WORLD SECURITY IS THE Ud-
* £RIDLED POSSESSION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS BY THE NOT-SU~SUPER-— - \
PcERS, ONE: OF THEM IS PAKISTAM YHICH IS OGN THE VERGE OF

_ENTERING THE ONCE EXCLUSIVE NUCLEAR cLus. 1IN THE FIRST Gr
‘- T40 REPORTS, BILL MCLAUGHLIY TELL US ABOUT PAXISTAN AMD
THE ISLAMIC BOmB, - - - o =

e

BILL MCLAUGHLIN: MAY 18TH, 1974, A SZISMOGRAPH MEASURES Al
LNDERGROUND EXPLOSION IN THE RAJASIHAN DESERT, INDIA HAS - i

TH= BCB, - THE AFTERSHOCKS WERE FELT AROUND THE WGRLD. i ]
THEY WERE FELT MOST STRONGLY Iy PAKISTAMN, PAKISTAN AND
INDIA HAD GONE TO WAR THREE TINES SINCE 1948. THE =
PAXISTANIS DECIDED THEY MEEDED A BOMB, T0O., ZULFIKAR ELI ;
BAUTT O, THE FCORMER PRESIDENT OF PAXLSTA%,- SIARTED TEEIR N
HICLEAR WEAPONS PROGRAM. FHE ONCE YROTE THERE®S A HINDU
ScmB, A JEWISH BUnB, AND & CHRISTIAN BCMB. THERE mMUST BE
*4 ISLAMIC BomB. NOW, FIVE YEARS LATER, IT " 5/ EXPEGEED
~ THAT PAKISTAR wILl BE ABLE TO EXPLCDE ITS ISLAnIC ATCRIC
EOwB WITHIN TWO TO FIVE YEARS, -~ - - e

1T ¥AS REACFED THIS POINT SIMPLY AND DIRECTLY, ~IT Has
PIRCHASED, WITH LIBYAY MONEY, THE NECESSARY COMPONENTS O
THE OPEN MARKET. 1IN EFFECT, PAKISIAYN HAS BOUGHT THE BOmB,
PAKISTAN"S FIRST MGUE WAS TGO COME HERE TO FRANCE,
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(RSN 2.
IN 1976, FRANCE AND PAKISTAN SIGNED AN AGR
~4ICH FRANCE WOULD BUILD A PLANT THAT WOULgEgélgolég?sFéR
UCLEAR FUEL INTO PLUTONIUM. PLUTONIUM CAN BE USED TO 7y
MAKE A BOMB., THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION MANAGED TO CON= ‘ﬁ ;
VINCE FRANCE TO BACK AWAY FROM THAT DEAL BUT THE PAKISTANIS 2
¥AD AN ALTERNATIVE PLAN. THEY KNEW THAT THE FIRST BOWMB
EVER USED IN WARFARE, THE ONE USED AT HIROSHINA, WAS MADE
FROM URANIUM, NATURAL URANIUM CAN'T BE USED TO MANUFAC-
TURE NUCLEAR WEAPONS. TO GET THE KIND NEEDED TO PRODUCE
AN EXPLOSION, PAKISTAN NEEDED ONE OF THESE=-=A GAS
CENTRIFUGE PLANT, THERE ARE ONLY TWO COMMERCIAL GAS 4
CENTRIFUGE PLANTS OPERATING IN THE WORLD, OBE IN ENGLAND
THE OTHER HERE IN ALMELO, HOLLAND, THE TECHNOLOGY OF THE
GaS CENTRIFUGE IS HIGHLY CLASSIFIED BUT NOT SO CLASSIFIED,
1T WOULD SEEM,THAT PAKISTAN COULDN'T GET A HOLD OF IT.
ONE OF THEIR SCIENT ISTS GOT THE PLANS TO ALMELO, DIPLO-
MATIC SCURCES HAVE TOLD CBS NEWS THAT A PAKISTANL
SCIENT IST GAINED ACCESS TO THE GAS CENTRIFUGE PLANS FCR
IRANIUM ENRICHIENT WHILE WORKING HERE AT THE FDO F
TEGHNICAL WORKS IN AMSTERDAM, FDO WAS A SUBCONTRACT (R
FOR THE GAS CENTRIFUGE PLANT AT ALMELO. THE SCIENTIST
WAS DR, ABDUL KATER KAHN WHO GRADUATED FROM THE UNIVERSITY
OF LOUVAIN IN BELGIUM IN 1972, WITH A DOCTORATE ]
l METALLURGY., HE WORKED MERE FROM 1973 TO 1575, WHEN HE
QUIT. HE WENT HOME TO PAKISTAN TAKING THE PLANS F@R THE
GAS CENTRIFUGE PLANT WITH HIM, HE TOLD.FRIEND S THAT HE -
YAD A JOB OFFER THAT HE COULDN'T REFUSE, HE pID NOT TELL
THEM THAT THE JOB WAS BUILDING AN ATCNM BOMB.

e

THAT LEFT THE PROBLEM OF MONEY. PAXISTAN IS A POGR i

COUNTRY, TREMENDOUS AMOUNES OF MONEY WOULD BE NEEDED TO E

FINANCE A NUCLEAR WEAPONS PROGRAM, THE PAKISTANIS NEEDED
A GODFATHER AND THEY FOUND ONE. COLONEL MUAMMAR GADDAFIL
OF LIBYA. INTELL IGENCE SOURCES TELL CBS NEWS THAT THE
LIBYANS ARE FINANCLNG PAKISTAN'S PROGRAM TO BUILD THE
BOMB; THE ISLAMIC ATOMIC BOMB. GADDAFI HAD BEEN TRYLNG!
UNSUCCESSFULLY, TO BUY A COMPLETE ATOMIC BOMB FOR YEARS,
HKE OFFERED THE PAKISTANIS A BLANK CHECK., WITH GADDAFI'S
MONEY IN HAND, THE PAKISTANIS BEGAN A SHOPPING TRIP--a
MARKET BASKET APPROACH TO BUYING NUCLEAR WEAPONS, TEAMS
OF PAKISTANI AGENTS WERE DIRECTED TO FRANCE, SWITZERLAND ,
GREAT BRITAILN, WEST GERMANY, AND THE UNITED STATES TO BUY
THE NEEDED PARTS. THEY BOUGHT INVERTERS, HIGH-SPEED MOTOR

l DRIVES, FROM AT LEAST ONE COMPANY IN CALIFCRNIA, GOVERN-
#MENT OFFICIALS WHO wNoW WILL NOT REVEAL THE NAME OF THE
FIRM, THE PAXISTANI PROJECT WAS FIRST LOCATED I¥ THIS
BUILDING IN BRUSSELS, BELGIUM, AND THEN LATER, FOR
SECURITY REASONS, MOVED TO THIS SMALL HOUSE IN A VILLAGE
PERCHED ABOVE BONN, WEST GERMANY. THE MAN WHOSE NAME IS
OoN THE DOOR 1S A PAKISTANI PROCUREMENT OFFICER.

THE PAXISTANIS DID THEIR BEST TO KEEP THEIR SHOPPING TRIP
SECRET. MORE INVERTERS WERE ORDERSD THROUGH TEAN
INDUSTRIES NEAR STUTTGART , WEST GERMANY . BUT TEAM
1NDUSTRIES DID NOT MAKE THE INVERTERS. THEY WERE ACTUALLY
MADE HERE AT EMERSON ELECTRIC 1N SWINDON IN THE WEST
COUNTRY OF ENGLAND. THE PAKISTANIS OBTAINED AT LEAST 38
INVERTERS FROM EMERSON AND AIR FREIGHTED THEM HOME FROM
LONDON ON PAKISTAN INTERNATIONAL AIRLINES. AT TAT 1IN
THE TINY VILLAGE OF HAAG, SWITZERLAND, NEAR LICHENSTEIY,
M THEY BOUGHT HIGH-VACUUM VALVES. WHILE WE WERE THERE, AN
AMER LCAN REPRESENTATIVE OF THE FIRM QUESTIONED US WHILE
§ HIS SWISS COLLEAGUE TOOX PICTURES.

1 NORMAN PEACOCK:! THEY PREFER THAT YOU NOT COME OVER INTO
THE NEIGHBORHOCD T0 PHOTOGRAPH JUST BECAUSE THEY'RE NOT
| SURE WHAT USE wILL BE MADE OF THE INFDRMATION. AND I
oBner THEY'RE A LITTLE SENSITIVE ON THE POINT, THE FACT
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CLAUGHLIN: THE PAKISTANIS ALSO PLACED SEVERAL ORDERS
THROUGH KORA ENGINEERING WHICH HAS OFFICES DISCREETLY
TUCKED AWAY BENEATH THE SW1SS ALPS IN THE TOWN OF KOOR.

LONDON=-=-THE PAKISTANIS SHOPPING TRIP FIRST CAME INTO THE
OPEN WHEY A QUESTION ABOUT THEM WAS RAISED LAST AUGUST
IN THE BRITISH HOUSE OF COMMONS BY A LABOR MP, FRANK ALIN,

ALIN: IT HORRIFIED ME. AND TO THINK THAT THEY WERE

ALIN: IT HORRIFIED ME. AND TO THINK THAT THEY WERE

GETTING AWAY WITH IT, IT SEEMS TO ME THAT THE BOMB IS NO
LONGER A SECRET. IT*S Al ENGINEERING JOB.

MCLAUGHLIN: THE PROBLEN IS5 THE PAKISTANIS DID GET AWAY

WITH IT. ON APRIL 6TH, THE U.S. REACTED BY CUTTING OFF
FCONOMIC AID TO PAKISTAN. BUT, AS ASSISTANT SECREIARY OF
STATE, THOMAS PICKERING TOLD JOHN GLENN AT A SENAIE HEARING
1T WAS TOO LATE.

SEN, GLENN: DO WE FEEL THAT WE HAVE STOPPED THE FLOW OF
FQUIPMENT ENOUGH THAT THEY WILL NOT BE ABLE. TO MANUFACTURE
NUCLEAR DEVICES.

PICKERING: THAT I CAN ANSWER CONCLUSIVELY BY SAYING WE

O NOT FEEL WE HAVE STOPPED THE FLOW OF EQUIPMENT ENOUGH -
TO DO THAT. {

WCLAUGHLIN: PAKISTAN'S AMBASSADOR T0 WEST GERMANY DENIED
WIS COUNTRY IS BUILDING A NUCLEAR DEVICE BUT HE DID ADMIT
THAT 1T°S BEEN DOING SOME SHOPPING.

IFTIKHAR ALI: NOW WHAT WE ARE BUYING AND yHAT WE HAVE
BOUGHT I1S....15 NOTHING THAT CAN'T BE USED IN QUR IN- .
DUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS. NOW IF YOU COULD DEDUCE
FROM THERE THAT THESE BITS AND PIECES PICKED UP FROM

/I VARIOUS PARTS OF THE WORLD ARE GOING TO MAKE A REPROCESSING
PLANT IN PAKISTAN OR ARE GOING TO GIVE PAKISTAN NUCLEAR
CAPABILITY, THEN WE ARE PROVIDING YOU WITH THE ANSWER.
THE ANSWER IS DON'T DISCRIMINATE AGAINST us.

MCLAUGHLIN: AS A DIRECT RESULT OF PAKISTAN'S SECRET EFFORTS
TO ACQUIRE A NUCLEAR WEAPONS CAPABILITY, THE U.S. SENT
TEAMS OF DIPLOMATS AND EXPERTS T0O WESTERN EURCPE AND JAPAG
TO TRY TO MAKE NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION MORE DIFFICULT IN

THE FUTURE AND TO DISCUSS THE IMPLICATIONS OF A PAKISTANL
OR ISLAMIC BOMB.

WE'LL EXAMINE THOSE IMPLICATIONS IN OUR NEXT REPORT

BILL MCLAUGHLIN, CBS NEWS, LONDON. END TEXT. VANCE
BT ! .
i[Sl?







