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in Islamabad, is a collection of questions and answers regarding the Pakistan nuclear
program. This "Contingency Press Guidance" is meant to guide diplomatic officials on
how to appropriately answer questions posed by the press regarding the Pakistan
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SUBJECT1 CONTI~GENCY PRESS GUIDANCE 

11 (S•ENTIRE TEXT)~ 

21 THE FOLLOWING CQNTING~NCY RPT CONTlNGENCY PRfjS . 
GUIDANCE HAS BEEN CLEARED IN THE DEPARTMENT AND IS PROVIDeo 
FOR YOUR INFORMATION rNLY, YOU SHOULD REFER ANY QUEStIONS 
TD !1EPT, 
BEGIN TEXTI 

CONTINGENCY P~ESS GUIDANCE 

PAKISTAN NUCLEAR PROBLEM 

Q, IS PAKISTAN.DEVELOPING THE CAPABILITY TO PRODUCE 
NUCL,EAR WEAPONS? 

A, -- WE ARE AWARE OF REPORTS THAT PA~ISTAN IS 8UILD!Ny A 
CENTRIFUGE ENRICHMENT FACILITY, OVER TlME SUCH A FACILITY 
cou~o GIVE PAKISTAN THE MEANS TO ACQUIRE NUCLEAR WEAPONS• 
GRADE MATERlAC, .. THAT WOULD BE A SERIOUS DEVE(OPMiNt, 
•• I WOULD NOT LIKE TO GC INTO ANY FURTHER DETAI~ AT 
THIS TIME SlNCE THIS MATTER IS THE SUBJECT OF CONFIOENTtAC 
DIPLOMATIC EXCHANGES, 
Q, HAVE we BEEN IN TOUCH WITH THE PAKISTANI GOVERNMENT ON 
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THIS MATTER? 

DAtE 06/02/79//153 

A1 WE HAVE CnNSISTENTLV MADE C~EAR OUR CONCERNS OVER THE 
SPR~AD U~DER NATIONAL CONTROL OF SENSITIVE NUCLEAR 
FACILITIES, INCLUDING REPROCESSING ANO ENRICHMENT 
FACILITIES, BECAUSE OF THE PROLIFERATION DANGERS fNHERENT 
IN SUCH CAPACITY, we HAVE EXPRESSED TO THE PAKISfANJ$ OUR 
cnNCERNS, MOS' RECENTCY DURING THE VISIT OF OEPUT~ 
SECRETARY CHRtSTOPHER (MAFCH 1•2)1 I WANT TO EMPHASJZE; 
HnWEVER1 THAT THIS IS A GLOBAL POLICY WHICH APP(I~S TO 
PAKlSTA~I AND OTHER STATES AS WELL, 

Q1 WHAT ~AS tHElR RESPONSE? 

A, WE ARE CONTINUING OUR OIA~OGUE WITH THE PAKISfAN 
GOVERNME~T, WE 00 NOT NORMALLY COMMENT ON CONFIDENTIAL 
EXCHANGES BETWEEN TWO GQVERNMENTS, 

Q1 WHAT IS THE STATUS OF THE FRENCH REPROCESSING PCANTt 
AREN!T THE PAKISTANIS CONTINUING WORK ON THIS PROJECT AND 
WOULON 1 T IT GtVE THEM WEAPONS GRADE P(UTO~IUM? 

A1 WE ARE CONCERNED ABOUT ANV SENSITIVE FACI~ITY~ WHETHER 
REPROCESSING OR ENRICHMENT, AND THE PAKISTANIS ARe AWARE 
OF ~UR CONCERNS~ I SUGGEST YOU ADDRESS YOUR DETAILED 
QUESTIONS ON tHE PROJECT TO THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT: 

Q, WHAT IS OUR BEST ESTIMATE ON HOW SOON PAKtSTAN COULD 
EXPLODE A NUCLEAR OEVICF? 

A, THIS INVOLVES INTELLIGENCE ESTIMATES AND I ~EALLY 
CAN'T COMMENT QN THAT EXCEPT TO SAY THAT IT WOULD NOT ae 
IMMINENT, BUT A MATte~ OF SOME YEARS. 

Q, W~AT ARE ~OU OOING ABOUT THIS SECRET NUC~EAR PROGRAM? 

A, I HAVe SAtO WE ARE CONTINUING DISCUSSIONS WIT~ THE 
PAKISTAN GOVERNMENT, AND MAKING CLEAR OUR CONCE~Ni, we 
ARE ALS~ IN TOUCH WITH A NUMBER OF OTHER GOVE~NMENTS1 BUT 
I CANNOT GIVE YOU ANYTHING ON THESE CONTACTS, . 

Q, ARE THE PAKISTANIS IM~ORTING EQUIPMENT FOR TH~SE . 
SENSITIVE FACILITIES AS ALLEGED IN THE INDIAN PRESS R!PORT 
AN01 IF 501 WHERE IS IT COMING FROM? 

A, MANY ITEMS NEEDED FOR SUCH FACILITIES ARE OUAC PURPOSE 
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ITEMS A~D CAN ae PURCHASED THROUGH COMMERCIAL CHANNEL$ . 
FROM A NUMBER OF FIRMS IN A NUMBER OF COUNTRIES. I CANNOT 

GIVE YOU A ~IST OF SOURCES, IT IS POSSIBCE THAT MANY 
COMPONENTS OF THIS KIND CAN BE IMPORTED WITHOUT 
NECESSARILY BEI~G SUBJECT Tn eXPORT CONTROLS. 

Q, HA~ THERE BEEN ANY EFFORT av THE PRINCIPAC NU~LEAR 
SUPPLIEqS TO CUT OFP THE SUPP(Y OF COMPONENTS FOR 
SENSITIVE FAC?LITIES? 

A1 OUR CONCERNS ARE SHARED BV OTHER GOVERNM!NTS1 BUT I 
CANNOT ELABORATE ON WMAT OTHER GOVERNMENT$ MIGHT BE DOtNGt 

Q, ARE YOU APPLYING THE (AW .SYMINGTO~/GCENN AME~OM&~T5) 
FORBIDDING US AtO TO ANY COUNTRY TRANS~ERRING OR RECE!VING 
ENRICHMENT MATERIALS, EQUIP~ENT1 OR TECHNO(OGV? 

A1 AS REQUIRED UNDER THE LAW1 WE ARE WINDING DOWN IN AN 
BT 
#!5184 
NNNH 

~- .. 1•'••··'-
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Q, HAVE YOU BEEN JN TOUCH WITH THE INDIAN GOVERNMENT; AND 
WHAT IS THEIR REACtION? 

A, l CANNOT fECL YOU WHICH GOVERNMENtS WE HAVE CONTACTED~ 
FOR INDIA~ views, you SHOULD ASK THE tNOIAN GnVERNMENT. 

Q, WOULD NOT TH! PAKISTANIS• ACQUISITiON OF NUC~~AR 
WEAPONS UPSET THE BALANCE IN SOUTH ASlA ANO FORCE INDtA 
TO ~EVELOP NUCL~AR WEAPO~S? 

A, THE POLICY OF THE UNITED STATES IS TO OPPOSE THE 
PROLIFERATION OF NUCLEAR WEAPD~S ANYWHERE IN THE ~ORLO ANO 
TO DO EVERYTHlNC POSS?BLE TO PREVENT PROLfFERATION, BOTH 
INDIA AND PAKIStAN UNDE~STANO THIS PO(ICV~ WE DO NOT 
BELIEVE THE PROLIFERATION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS ADOS TO THE 
SECURITY OF ANY COUNTRYJ INDEED, JT THREATENS RE~tONA[ 
SECURITY AND tHE SECURITY OF US ALL, 

Q, WHAT wou~o BE THE IMPLICATIONS FOR THE MIOO(e EAST OF 
WHAT HAS BEEN DESCRIBED AS A "MUSLIM BOMB" TO BALANCE THE 
ISRAELI BOMB? 

A, AS VDU KNOW THE ISRAE(IS HAVE REPEATEO(Y STAT~O lN THE 
PAST TH4T THEY WOULD NOT BE TME FIRST TO INTROOUCS NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS IN THE REGION, IN OUR VI~W, ANY PROLIFE~iTION OF 

NUCLEAR WEAPONS ANYWHERE CAN ONLY HAVE THE MOST SERIOUS 
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CONSEQUENCES FOR WORLD SECURITY. 

Q1 HOW DOES tH;S PAKtSTA~ DEVELOPMENT BEAR ON TH~ 
PRESIDENTtS NON•PRO[IFERATION PO(ICY? 

DATE 06/02/79//153 

A. IT DEMONSTRATES THAT THE IMPORTANCE GIVEN TO NON~ 
PROLIFERATION IN US FOREIGN POLICY IS wELC PLACED: CVR 
POLICY IS TO CONTINUE Tn TRY TO PERSUADE THE PAKiSTAN!S 
TO Avn10 A PATH TOWARD PROLIFERATION WHICH WOULD jeoPAROIZE 
THEIR OWN SECURITY AS WELL AS THAT OF THElR NEIGHBORS~ 
EiW TEXT VANCE 
BT 
#SlB4 
NNN~: 
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