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april 8, 1960 S
14 NS0, 4 .

Hr. Howland H, Sargeant

Ameriocan Committes for leeration
1657 Broadway

New York 19, ¥, Y.

Dear Howland:

I want to bring to your attention an outrageous
incident which ocourred in connection with our Press Release on
the TEMIR TAU story. As you may know, both the broadcast of Radie
Liberty and our Presas Release on this gubjeot were most carefully
prepared in comsultation with all {interested people., I think that
Bob Redlich 4id an excellent job in handling our Press Release so

‘a8 to avoid to the greatest extent poseible the publioising of this

matter in the German press. I do not need to tell you that our

plans were coordinated with the German authorities in Bonn, However,
all our efforts to keep our Press Release out of the German press
wvers almost nullified - to what extent we do not know aa yet -~ by

the shooking interference of the Publio Relatiens Officer of RFE,.

I am enclosing, for your information, 2 memo prepared by Bob Redlioh
setting forth briefly the developments in the handling of our
publicity on the TEMIR TAU story. 4

When Bob Redlioch reported to me the action of the

Publio Relations Officer of RFE ~ 80 inoredible that I found it hard
to believe ~ I immedirtely oalled up Mr, Grozier. I related to him
what Bod Redlioh had told me and aaked him whether Bob's report

was. correct, He staited that 1t was and expressed the hope that

his aotion had not oaused us any embarrassment, I told him that

our Pross Release had been sent to RFE for its information and
inguired why he had translated into German our news releass and

distriduted it to the German press, He said that the people in RFE

found our news release so interesting that they felt that as many
people ms posaible should get it. He said that they had added some
new material to our Release before distridbuting it. He emphasized
that full oredit waps given to Radio Liderty. I inquired why he had
taken such amtion without consulting with us and he stated that he
tried to get in touch with Mr. Redlioch but was unable to 4o so.

(Ao a matter of faot, he did get in touoh with Bob Redlioh, but
after the Press Release had been distributed)s I explained to him
our polioy in regard to publiocity in Germany and pointed out that
in this partioular oase the German authoritiss were greatly oonoorn.d
lest extenzive pudblicity in the German press cenvince the Soviet '
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authorities that the information on the TEMIR TAU events ocame from
‘German returnees and, consequently, impel them to take action to stop
the repatriation of any further Germans “rom the Soviet Unions I
requested Mr. Grozier to get in touch immediately with each (German
_paper to which he had sent our Prees Releass and request it to make
no uge of it. He stated he would see what oould be done.

Subgequently, Mr, Groszsier telephoned me that he

- had killed a geoond press release whioh was in the process of distri-
bution and that he had got in touoh with all the German papers to
whioch he had sent the first press release and requested them to make
no mention of us in the svent use was made of the materiel, He said
that nothing further could be done at thia time. He expressed regret
that he had ocaused us so muech trouble and assured me that it would not
happen again. I again explained our publieity poliocy and stated that our
news releaseg were sent to RFE for RFE's information and net for
digtribution outside of RFEs, I pointed out again that our handling
of this matter had been cosrdinated with the German authorities and
that the latter were much concerned with regard to the possidle
consequences of any extensive publioizing of the TEMIR TAU story in
the Jerman press. I said that I would appreciate his taking action
to see that the misuse of our Press Releases did not coour sagain,

I am sure that you will agree with me that the
action of Mr. Grosier in this matter not only was oompletely "
unethical in so far as the utilization of our Press Release is
ooncerned, but, what is more impertant, indicated an irresponsibdle
attitude in respeot to the handling of publioity in Germany. I need
haxly point out that his aotion might have an unfortunate effeot on
a ocertain other matter with which you are amoquainted, While we can
take action to see that our news releases are not misused again,
thers is, of oourse,. the larger problem of activities whioch lie out-
side of our domain, but indirectly advergely affect us, I hope that
you will find it possible in the very near future to bring to
Mr. Alexander's attention the ocenduct of Mr. Grozier in respect to
.our news release on the TEMIR TAU uprising.

With cordial best wiehes}
Sinoqrely_yourn,

Robert F. Kelley

N

Enolosure
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Deputy to the Frecident, ¥urope ipril 8, 1960
Press and Public kelations Officer

REesume or Temir Tau Hows Release

un 4pril 1, 13560, I was alerted to the faet that the ssory

on the uprising in Zazskhstan wase about 10 be released for
broadeast by adio Liberty. On the basis of naterisl availadble
to me and on my iknowledge of the case I deoided to prapare

a news release In Sngliah the following day with s limited
airculation in Furore.

On Saturdsy, /4pril 2, release was prepared in inglish and
arrangenmementis made to get 1t to the correspondsentas af imedean
nawapapers in Hurope,

Specifically the following was dones advance phona call wad
made and telex sent to liew York Times chief irthur Olsen in
Bonn., Cpecisl delivery letters were rorwarded to the following
smerioan correspondents: Mesers. Coblentz, Freidin, Leiser,
Hichol, ¥enitsa, %iech, Upelmen, ¥ellemstein, %illiams, and
Stearman. C ' -

creat sare waz taken to avold giving the story to German news
modie representatives, lo news agenoy in Jermsny was supplied
with the atory and an informal understanding was reached with
the UPI office in London thet in turn for the supplying of the
story to them =head of time (although smbargesd) they would .
play down the Cerman version. The otivr news sgencies did not
receive the story at all froa Junich, but Kew York was asked
during the tslephone coanversation o surply the Amerlican

news agencles from their end te avoid etting ilnguiries inm
dunich from Garman newspapers,

Courtesy copies of th relegse serc, as zas bean cugtomary im
the past, sent, roong others, to the .icaricsi onaula te, VOR,
RFE and Herr Host of the Federal Freas Uiflce.

On 4omday, ipril 4, 1 contacted lerr “ost by telephone wha hod
Juet raceive.l the releass, lie expreissed his interest in the
story, but n.reei Tully with wy handling »f it, napely of keep~
ing it out ol the Jerman newspapers, ¢ falt - in view of the
fact that repatriation of sthnie Gorvmana [rom tho “oviet Uniom
‘wae still under wa¥,=- it was a good idea 1> have kept the
publieity in Gormany o & sminimum.
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On Sunday, April 3, ee received meveral sdiitional iaquiries
frow eorraaﬂondenta in furepe for additional details a.z.
Zorze of lpachester Jusrdigm , Floyd of pully lelegraph end
Oleen of Yew York ‘imes. These we anzwerad by telex,

(n ¥onday, :pril 4, I recelvcd a ¢all av wy rome at 1900 hours
from Ur, Srozier, iFublie Relations Director of AFi. lle sald
that he was sorry ihat he called ma eo late, but he wanted to
‘explein to we that they had received a copy of our release
that merning, hed translsted it inte Qermsn and other Zuropeen
languages sad had sent it by their prevs wire service to
several hundred iuropean newspapers including at lesst TO German

\ papere, I told him that thie was ocompletely unheorrd of and that

’ : I wag very unhappy wbout that since 1t war entirely oppoved to

; our poliey, epart l'row being unethical ag far as newspaper

i prectice was -oncerned,  Furthermore, 1 outlined the various

, stepe I had taken to avold giving 4% %o the Jermsan press ine

eluding the fact thet an embergo time wae chosen when most of
the German pupers had slresdy olosed up their wockend editions,

\ The followiag morning I received a capy of this release which

| contained the story, bdut did, as Grosier had pointed out
previously over thse telephone, give ua full credit hy stating
that these extensive reports had been issued by the "Xinohner
Ostsender Radio Libverty." inong many other things I partioularly

\ adJect to the term "Onteender” sincs 4t is an 0ld nazi-tera
meaning e2imply a radio atation that broadozats to the East
without telling the type of program or the politioal affilistion
of the station,

¥o d1d not have to wailt long for the results. Asong the first.
papers the Mipohner lerkuy of April 6 used the RFE story oa

page 1, ziving credit to the "Ostsender Hadio Liberty." Ieveral
Baverian provincial papers followed suit, I oxpest that within
the next two wecks quite a few more ¢clipplings $n the Cermsn
papexrs using the RFPE story will come to our attention, something
entirely unnecesessary and potentially demaging.

On Tuesday, 4April 5, 1 called lerr Host agnin snd axplained what
had happened, Although ho was s& friendly as slways, he vsid
that he was avare that wisheaps of that kind had happened in RFE
before and that one alwaye has 50 rockon with things of that sort,
The best thing to do waa to hit the gullty man over the head

with & Cocs Cola bottle, He went on t0 say that he had already
#son ons or two stories as a reasult of tho RFL relesse and had
been wondering about i%, He appreciated, of course, zy keeping
him completoly informed on all this end he would let me know

if anything rurthar devalaped, _

1% 48 ay reconmendation that a strong offiolel protost of
RFE's action be nade.

Robert B, Hedlich

RBR/%e
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