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il.prU 8, l 960 

Mr. Howland H, Sargeant 
Amerio an Com.mi ttee for Libera ti on 
1657 Broadway 
New York 19, N. Y. 

Dear Howland1 

I want to bring to your attention ~ o\ltrageoua 
inoid.ent whioh ooourred in oonneotion with our Presa Releaae on 
the TEMIR TAO story. As you may know, both the broadcast of Radie 
Liberty and our Presa Release on this subjeot were most oarefull7 
prepared in oonsul ta ti on with a.ll in tereeted. people. I think that 
Bob Redlioh did a.n exoellent job in handling our Presa Release 10 
as to avoid to the greatest extent poaeible the publioizing of thia 
matter in the German press~ I do not need to tell you that our 
plans were ooordinated with the Germ.a.n authorities in Bonn. HoweTer, 
all our efforts to keep our Presa Releaae out of the German press 
were almost nullified - to what extent we do not know as yet - by 
th• ehooking interferenoe ot the Publio Relatione Officer of RJ'E. 
I am enolosing, for your information, a memo prepared by Bob R•dlioh 
setting forth brieflT the development• in the handlin& of our 
publicity on the TEMIR TAU story. 

When Bob Redlioh reported to me the aotion of the 
Publio Relations Offioer of RJ'E - so inored.ible that I found it ha.rd 
to believe - I immediately oalled up Mr. Grozier. I related to hi• 
what Bob Redlioh had told me and ask•4 hi• whether Bob'• report 
waa oorreot. He stated that it wa1 and expressed the hope that 
hie action had not oauaed u11 any Hlba.rr&ument. I told him that 
OUr P~ees Release had been eant to RJ'E ~or its intoraation and 
inquired why he had translated into Gena.an our news rele&1• and 
dietributed it to the Germa.n preas. He a&i~ that the p•ople in lU'I 
found our news release so intere1ting that the7 felt that a.1 lll&n7 
people as posailale should get it. Re said th.at they b.&d &dded 1oae 
n•w llAteri&l to our Release before 4iatributi!14f it. He emphasised 
that tull oredit wa1 given to Radio Liberty. I inquired wh.J he had 
te.lten such aation without oonaultin~ with ua an.4 he 1tated.that he 
tried to get in touch with Mr. Redlioh but was unabl• to 4o ao. 
(!s & matter ot taot, he did get in touoh with Jo\ Re4lioh, but 
after the Press lele&se had been diatributed). I explained to him 
our polic7 in regud to publioity in Germ&Jl1' and poin.te4 out ~hat 
in thie partioular oas• the Geraa.n authoritie1 were greatl1 oonoentA4 
lest exten:ive publioit7 in the Gel'lllan pres• oenvinoe th• Soviet· 
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au.thorities that the information on the '!'EMIR TAU events oam.e from 
Gernia.n returnees and, oonsequentl7, impel them to ·ta.ke eotion to stop 
the repatriation of an;y further Gitl'llana ?rom the Soviet Union. I 
requested J(r. Grozier to get in touch imniediatelT with aaoh Germ&n 
paper to 1rbioh he had sent our Presa Rel•ase and r1que1t it to make 
no uae of it. He stated he w~uld 1ee what could be done. 

Subsequentl;y, Mr. Grozier telephoned me that h• 
had kille.d a eeoond preu releaee whioh waa in th• prooe&1 of diatri­
bution and that he had got in touch with all the German papera to 
which. ha had sent the first preu relaaH and requested. them. to make 
no mention of us in the event use w&a made of the material. H• said 
that nothing further could be clone at this time. He expressed regret 
that he had caused us so much trouble and assured me that it would not 
happen .s.ga.in. I a.gain explained our publioi ty polio7 and stated. that 
news releases were sent to RFE for RFE'• information and not for 
tiiatribuUon outside of RFE. I pointed out a.gain that our handling 
of thia matter had been ooerdinatad with the German authorities and 
that the latter were muoh oonoerned with rerard to the poaaible 
oonsequenoe• of any extensive publioizinB of the TEllIR TAU story in 
the German preee. I said that I would e.ppreoiah hi• ta.king •otion 
to see that the milrnae of our Presa Releamea d.id. not ooour &.gain. 

I am sure that you will agree with m• that the 
action of Mr. Grol!ier in thia 111.&tter not onl7 waa oompletely · 
unethical in so far as the utilization of our Fr••• Release ia 
oonoerned, but, what ie more important, indicated. a.n irresponsible 
attitude in respect to the handling of publioi ty in German1·· I nu4. 
h&ldl.7 point out that his aotion might have an unfortunate effliot on 
a certain other matter with which you are a.oqua.inted. While we oa.n 
take action to see that our newa releaaea are not misueed aga+nv 
there 11, of oours·e,.the larger problem. of &otiviti•• whioh lie out­
eide of our domAin, but indirectly adversel7 affect u1. I hope that 
you will find it possible in the Tery near future to bring to 
Mr. Alexan4er'a attention th• oonduot of Mr. Grozier in respeot to 
.our news release on the TEMIR T.A.U uprising. 

With cordial best wishes, 

Sincerely ;roura, 

Robert F. Kelley 

Enolosare 

Approved for Release: 2019/09/25 C06768121 

our 

Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan



C06768121 ., 
Approved for Release: 2019/09/25 C06768121 

.D•,put7 to the f'reeident, Europe April 8, 1960 

vn April 1, 1960• l was slerted io the foot that the otor;r 
on the uprhintr in Kauk.hstan •se !\bout to he releacod. tor 
broadcut b1 · adio Liberty. On the 'buiti or ae. teria.l available 
to ne and on m7 knowledge of the oaae I d•oidod to prepa~e 
a n•wo release in :;;nsliah the following day d th a United 
oircu.l.a Uon in .t:urope. 

On Saturda.y, 1'.pril 2, release lll'a& prl'.'p.rcd in -~ngliah and 
arran.geaemc.n ts mi:tdo t'3 get 1 t to the correspond en ta ot A.me:doan 
nawapap11tre i.n l!:urope. 

'.~~oiticallr ~he following was done• advance phone ocll wa.a 
ma.do and telex son t to !iew. To;rk Time• chief A.rthur Oh en in 
.Uonn. Spctoie.l deliv1ir1 lettera were for.,,s.rdod to th11 f'ollowini 
Amerio~n eorr&&J>-)ndentDa Meosre. Coblentz, Freidin, Leiser• 
?!iobol, l'e.ni taa, ?..ioh, 'J pelmaa, Wdlanu tein, Xilliama 1 and 
$tearman. · · · 

(;rent care wna tt\lcen to avoid giving the o tory to German nen 
media repreaeu ta U vtui. !lo news ageno1 in Jerme.ny wao suppl1e4· 
with the B tor.r and a.n informal undo rs tan.d11'g wnn reached w:i th 
th4 U:PI office 1n London that 112 tu.rn for ti.rn 1;n1.1ipl11n.g ot th•· 
8 tOr,Y to them ".lheac 0 f timO (al thOU6'.'h 0!:i03 r~'Otad) the)' 'IJOt:ll.4 
play down the Car:ntUl version. 'l'he ot•;i:;r- .neil73 t\t;enciee did AOt 
receive the ator;r nt all. from .l.un1oh, hut New York wae aake4 
du.rill« the telophol1e convertla tivn !;<':> :;; urpl;; the Atter1can 
newu agonoies from their end to !lVOi!! ,;-attin,s:: in'!uiriea in 
Munich from Germam newupapers. 

sourteay copioa of th(l rel.C$.Se a-er,;;• M: ~;as ;:i,,,.H, cu.a tomary in 
the past, sent, a.'.long othere, to H1&1 \cc,-0ri:::B;; :l.'>ngufo.te, VOA, 
RF.t ei.nd Herr :10s t or the Paderal ?r,:·ew Office. 

On 1.'iondm.f• t;pril I;• J c.:mtaeted l'.err ·:o~ t by t~·h•phone wh., hnd. 
just receiv0·~ tN:~ rGl~al:Hh He expr~1u.rnll bii.1 intereat in the 
stor-,, but 1l,·roti:t fl.lll.y with 'J.(J. ha1idli:;":; :)t' it• n1:tC1nly l"Jf k•ep-
1ng it oul •Ji' the GertUU1 nf!lwopapers. ;:~ f,,lt - in view of the 
fa·zi lhat rep$tr1ation ot ethnie 'Jo:.·ti:an~ J':·o:" th:: ··.ovi~t Union 
wall still und(Jr wq,- it llia5 a good iooa '.)have kept tha 
publici t)" in r;urmany \o fl mini111um. 
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On Su.n.4ay, April '• w<l roceind 11eve:rel ~ddtional inquiries 
from. corrtiis ponden u in 'urope for 8'd.d1 ti<Ha1l dtJtail s o.g. 
Zorse. of l'.1rnohon tqr Jue:td.189 , Flord of L·.,. iJ.Y :'e hfit!Rll an4 
Olaen of ~ork l'imet• 'rh••• we aruHHlrad by hlax. 

On Mond.ay, £;.pril 4, I received a edl o. t my tome 11 t 1900 houn 
from Mr. ;ro~ior, i'ubliu llaletions Dir•otor or itFO.:. ne &1111.14 
tbat he wa.s z.o.rry ths.t ho called m& eo 14't$ 1 but ho wa.ntell to 
explain to me that they had reoeived a copy o: our relea.oe 
t.hat llOrt'!.illr,, Led ti·mruilated it into Oerman and other ~\U'Opean 
l!IAJUO.<Ji'S an.~ had son t ii b7 their preue wiro s~rv-ica to 
eeYoral ~UJ1dred 2'1l"¢pee.n newspaper• includillc !I. t leaat 70 Gorun 
papere. I told hi.11:; th& t thie WU oomplttoly \lnh0ard of t.Uld that 
I was Yflry 1..whappy ~b~u\ that since it vae entirely Q.;:J>011ied to 
our policy • .!.,Hi.rt .from being unethiod ae fr..r a.a ntH.rspnper 
p.raotice Wilis ·~mourned •. Fu.rthermore, l Olltlined the variows 
stepe I h8d t~\ken to a-roid gi'ri.ng 1 t to the Gel"fiUln p.reBa in-
cl wlin& the fact. the.t al'l eaberao tbw wae ohoaen when most ot 
the German ~aperM had alre~ oloaed up their •eckend editiona, 

'I'be !ollowi.11g morninff I received a copy of this releaaft which 
oonta1ne4 the otory, but di4, ao G1"091er had pointed out 
previously over the telephone, ci•e tui t'Ull credit by etatinc 
'1lat these extensiT• .report. had been issued b7 the ••lJUnoh.aeJ' 
Oatsender ilad1o Liberty.• im.on« l'aaJlT other thinse I pa.J'tiov.l&rl.T 
object to the term ~oateender" eino• it ia an old naei-tera 
meaning sbipl.r a radio etaUon tha\ bro~4oaata to the li:ast 
without tolling the type ot program or the poli•ioal attilia•ioa 
ot •h• staiion. · 

'No cU4 not have to wa1 t lon& tor th• reaul ts. Among tho f1nt. 
papen the 'M4fA9bA•r .:&ea9r ot April 6 ueed the n.ri e tort n 
P9'1't' l, giving ored.i t to the "0.tsender Radio Libe:r\7." s...-.ral 
BaTarian provinoial papers followed suit. I ex1>4ot tha\ withia 
'ho nox t two •eoka qui ta a few more olippingo in th• Oermu 
papers WJiD.S thll R.f~ e wry will coae to our a tten.Uon, • .,..,~ 
entir•ly WUl~aoaa&ry Bnd potoniiall1 deJllafing. 

On 'l'u•ad.a,y, A.pril 5, 1 oall1td herr ltoat agnin and oxpl&int4 what 
h.ad happened. Although ho •aa aa friendly aa slWft.¥Gt ha ••14 
that he W~8 awar& that mi&hape Of that kind had bappGBed iA RJ'I 
be tore and that one al waye nae M r~Qkon with th111&'8 of th.a\ aort. 
1'he bait thing to do •as to hit the gu11ty m..u over the h•ad 
w1ih -. Coca Cola botd•• He went on to 1ay that ho had alnaq 
••en one or 'we etoriee ae a roault of tho RFg roleaae and hat 
lMten .W()nde~ing about it, Ho &p.J)l'9Ci&tod, of ooureet my keeping 
him ~oapletel~ Ultorri44 on all this and he woul~ let me know 
11 anythia« turther 4•••lope4, 

1' 1e 1J1 reo•~da\ion that a ·~ otfioial protest ot 
!U"Jl•a aotion be m.ad.e~ 

aober~ B, Redlioh 
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