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' Broadoaet Poaition Statement
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i THE SOVIET UNION AND INTERNATIONAL COMMUNISM

S

ik The Soviet Union 8 olaim to leadarehip of the international communist.,
movement derives first of all from the [faot that, in the aftermath of the -
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f'eizing and . holding state(power. Hopea for world revolution, for a chain -
reaction of national workers' revolutions were quickly blighted after oom-'. i
munist efforts to seize power‘in“suoh countries as Germany and Hungary S iq

: , 9 , ) 5

R The 1nfant Communiet parties that recelved their inepiration and
»' " support from the Bolshevik Party accepted Moscow's leadership as a mat-
*ter of course.  For its part, Mosoow attempted to glve organizational
"form to ite pre-eminent position in international communism by creating
- the Comintern, where all Compunist. parties had representation but the
direotion wasg openly Soviet.a . L
fill; “f The Second World War, ending in the defeat of the axis powers, not
\g\_ only assured the survival of communism in the USSR but it provided ter-
~  ‘'ritoriel gaine and the basisfor an enormous accretion of power. A more
\\\ _fundamental change in the situation of international communism and more
" fateful for its future was the emergence, more or less under Soviet
tutelage, of a number of communist states. '

SRS also developed that a common Marxist ideology by no means ensured
the absence of oonflicts between these communist states -~ conflicts

, baeed on conslderation of power, national interests, etc, and sometimes

g even exacerbated by 1deologioal quarrels.“
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" Even before Stalin g death, there ococurred the Soviet break with

. Yugoslavia in 1948. Another mileastons was the beginning of the great
.split with Mao Tese-tung's China in 19%8. The invasion of Cgechoslo-

- vakia in 1968 was directed against a Soviet-recognized comwunist leader-
© ghip, unlike the orushing of revolts against communism in Germany in 1953 Lt
“and in the later stages of the Hungarian Revolution of 1956, Apart from , yﬁﬁ
these major orises, there have been many other less dramatic conflictse in s
.the past two deocades which have inevitably effected the attitudes of Com- 3
munist parties and individuel communists throughout the world. »
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7 Peking has set itself up: againet Moscow ag a rivel center of world
communism. . Tito sees himeelf as e potential example and inspiration for
communists of Eastern Europe. - Castro views himself as the leader of a
communist movement that will ultimately seize power in the countries of
Latin America and he opposes Boviet Communist policles toward these coun-
tries end, in particular, the Communist parties there. Other less ambi-.
tious communist leadera- like Oeauoesou have sought to assert their inde~
pendenoe from Moscow.'-” . . . :

;< For at least a decade, Boviat ‘communists have tried to use the
in%ernational ‘conference of Communist parties as a medium to "unite"
,\1nternational .communism under Mosoow's leadership, Jjust as they had -
used’ the Comintern until World War II and the Cominform on a smaller A
poale ' (in Eastern Europe) up to Tito's defeoction. - At first, these ;'M,:
conferences included China. ., HOWGver,‘as the split with Peking widened,. v ' . :
thé ‘Soviet ‘leaders aimed at uniting international communism sgainst - - p
?eking., They hoped to- congolidate the CPSU's position at the head . RN £
of "the. communist movement, leaving China end other rebel parties in } ‘
Lpurgatory until more favorable conditions developed, such as Mao Tee-~ - SR
,w.jtung 8. passing from the scene and perhaps the emergence of potential 7 , b
‘" allies in the new leadership of the Chinese Communist Party. How- -
. ever, In the event that the Sino-Soviet conflict should degenerate into
. - a war between the two states, the Soviet party leadership hopes to en-

" sure that the moral and material support of the majority of communist
‘ parties will aesist the USSH against China.
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T Rivalry between Mosoow and Peking has beoome acute in the third
- " world where the CPSU and the CCP are both trying to win new allies
" -against each other. -Soviet support of the Arab states in their struggle
" against Israel assures Mosoow for the time being a dominant position
"~ in thie area, but a split between "hawkse" and "semi-hawks" or "doves"
) in the Arab camp gives Peking the opportunity to make headway against
tiits rival. The CPSU appears to be still optimistic about the future of
“.Moscow-Btyle communism in the third world, But in fact the only two
s+ ‘undexrdeveloped areas to acquire communist governments since the last A
. world conference, Cuba and Bengal, are both much more independent of the e
- Moscow:line than Hoviet claims to influence in this part of the world
© would suggest. As in the case of the Arad countries, Sino-Soviet competi- -
tion seems likely to ensure greater rather than fewer opportunities for A
. .the pursuit of independent polioiea by left~ leaning third-world countries . NN
RS ¥ % the future. ' :

o w Despite thelr growing independenoe in relations with Moscow, the
' hon-ruling communist parties are faoed with a dilemma. The rift be-
- tween the ruling orthodox Communist parties of the East and enlightened
.reform-communist parties of the West, which was greatly widened by the
military intervention in Czechoslovakia, seems more likely to grow than
.to tarrow in view of the increasingly repressive policies in the USSR
‘and their echo in Eastern EKurope. Leaders of non-ruling communist
. parties have good reason to be concerned about a complete break with
the CPSU, if only from a practical point of view. A party like the
.+, ~It%alian CP has a substantial power-base of its own, but it has been
. +egtimated that-about one-quarter of its resources is derived from subsidies
'*“provided by Moscow. In the case of smaller parties, it may not even be
‘. posaible to continue to publish a daily newspaper if Mosoow withdraws
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The assessment of the eituation by the pregent CPSU leadership Y,
seems to be that it cannot adjust to the demands of reform communists R
for more enlightened and liberal policies both inside and outside the .;'
USSR without running a serious risk of losing power altogether. Un- j"hg
less there is a change in this assessment, the basic conflict of inter-’

- ents with the non-ruling parties and some, if not all, of the ruling
parties is virtually irreconcilable. - Continuation on the present
course appears certain to accelerate polycentrist tendencies, conflicts
within the communist camp, loss of authority by the CPSU, and -- in the
event of ruthless Soviet actions as in Czechoslovakia against other com-
munist countries -- the possible emergence of a third communist bloc _
in the world, perhaps in a more distant perspective, even to the creation'
of a new anti-Soviet Communist International. S

A regrettable aspect of the Soviet leaderehip's preoccupation with
the international communist movement is the resulting neglect of state - .
affairs which are normally the exclusive concern of any government and
which directly involve the real interests of the majority of Soviet
cltizens. The contradictions between Soviet aims to extend the ruling
group's power abroad through communist or revolutionary means and the
legitimate interests of the peoples of the USSR have become sharper in ’

the recent past. ’_- s

Radio Liberty's Long-Term Objective [ Ce e
Radio Liberty's long-~-term objective in bdroadecasting about the
Soviet Union and international communism is to influence developments v
in the USSR in such a way that the government and people will perceive —.: .
state interests to lie in international cooperation and the genuine in-’ ¢
terests and welfare of its citizens rather than in the promotion of other
communist regimes and looal revolutionary movements as a means of oxpand- B

ing Soviet power. _ RN .
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Immediate Broadcasting Objeotives

1. To persuade 1ietenere that Soviet polioiee designed to promote’fa’
communism and revolutionary mcvements abroad lead to oostly and
risky foreign adventures. S , . S .V-.w '

2. To convince listeners that the olaim of the Soviet leadarahipi""’
that there sti11l exists one Communist movement is & myth and

that some of the most potentially dangerous oonflicte 110'\;
within the Communist oamp itaelf._'w\ . S

3. To impreass upon the audience that verioue progressive ohaﬁééeL
taking place in other Communist parties have relevance to the
possibility of progressive change in the Soviet Union end CPSU

polioy. : Loy oo , . ;

’ The above objeotivee are differently applied according to the nature ;7
of the audience Radio Liberty is eeeking to reaoh s
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1. For a general audience in the USSR, RL stresses that the CPSU : '
leadership's efforts to expand Soviet power abroad through |
communist or revolutionary aotivities are irrelevant and possibly
even harmful to the USSR's national interests and the interests
of the population in general. 'RL points to the disproportionate
attention and oconcentration of the leadership on such matters -
to the detriment of the solution of more basic and pressing =
problems. RL shows how the huge resources of the Soviet Union
in natural wealth, manpower, and talent, which might be used " -
to raise the people's standard of living to unprecedented heights,
are being misused to a very large extent in pursuit abroad of '
communist goals which have beoome increasingly unrealietio.j; i

Y]

2. For Communists and politioally conoerned people in $t8 oy
audience, RL devotes some of its programming to communist = %' -
themes, desoribing the real issues between the CPSU and . i . ‘.
other parties, providing detailed information and analysis v %
concerning the situation and attitudes as well as currents . .. '/
of opinion within individual Communist parties, their re-'
lationas with one another, etc. and focusing on those mat-
ters about which the CPSU preferas to remain silent or to
misrepresent in domestic Soviet media. RL shows that
Marxism, far from being a "science" (as the CPSU claims)
which provides clear and precise solutions for all prob-
lems, 18 interpreted and applied differently -- often with , b
better results -~ by other Communist parties - U e

[
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Treatment ‘ - i xﬁ‘,_'@*f

Radio Liberty will treat thise aubjeot seriouely, entirely without
parcasm or invective. We avoid highly emotional presentations (unleas .
this appears to be warranted by the seriousness of a particular event) ;fﬁ
and are not frivolous or petty. RL endeavors to present facts and . i
information without the same kind of distortion of statistics and other ' -
data indulged in by Soviet media, and to mtimulate thought on the part -
of listeners by analysis which ends with questions rather than ready~ -
made conclusions. RL's critiques of communism as & world system or -
as an ideology providing universal solutions should be based on a A
soeptical attitude toward the olaims of any 1deology to solve all the'ﬂwj
problems of mankind - L e R
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