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MEMORANIRRY FOR: The President, AnComidd
ATTENTION: Assistant to the President
SUBJECT: Badio Iiberty Progremming

1. Recent correspondence by Bob Tuck, the RL poalicy advisor in
Munich, indicates a cause for seriows concern for all of us if the tone,
approach and coutent of some EL programs continee to reflect what he reports.

2. Here are gsome of his oriticisms and observations:

a) "We are agsin in danger of limiting curselves o0 unproductive
eriticism of the regime from a generally negative point of view....
The propagands imege and impact for too many of our Soviet listeners
which emsyges from such treatment is, I am afraid, the following:
Radio Iiberty 1a so precceupied with ita own hatred of the Soviet
regime and communisn that it forgets the feelings, hopes end sspira-
tions of citizens inatds the USSR who willy-nilly must comtinue to
live wmder that regimg...." = From his memccandum concerning RL

scripts on the Supreme Soviet electicus, dated 27 February 1962
(vhich we received on 21 June),

b) "I am more and move concerned (if not distressed) at the
many completely uwmecessary digs and crudely propagandistic tone
wvhich keep recurring in too many scxripts from all desks, even in-
cluding the Russian. I thought I'd made some headwsy here with the
editory at owr desk reviev meetings and was just getiing a bit
optondstic vhen a nuvber of rather primitive scripts hit ws all at
oNCe,. «+»" ~ From his letter to Dupuy of 15 Jume 1062,

¢) "All too many of Radio Liberty's scripts comtinua to be
preccceupied with showing our hatred of the Soviet systiom and
Communism inatend of our intexrest and regard for ths Soviet citisen
hinself, While there haos been perceptidble improvement in the recent
past, too much of our programuing i confined to the entlrely negative
line: Cowmmism and the Soviet ayatem are bad, and anyome who ia
mmwuwmmmummm if not doomed 1o an existence
of sheer nisery...."” « From his mmm "Redio Liberty's task and
tone today" dated 19 Jime (sent under covering memorendum to all
Advisers wnder date of 22 Jume).
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3. ¥Wa can only applend the steps being taken in Mumich to grapple
with this problem, but we gannot but feel that the very existence of such &
problen conetitutes a severes indiotzment of the editorial swpervisicn given
to the writers snd editors of the material about which Bob complaing, The
quéstion wecurs: How could the Advisors, the Program Menager and other
superviscys let such things happen? Avan't they there 16 prevent thia very
sort of thing? One wonders, therefore, whether Bob's efforts really go far
enough and in the right direction.

b, The matter of editorial supervision of emigre script writers has
been discussed in the past by this writer with Beritrandies, including our
recommendation that there be set up in Munich a "centimuity desk,” "soript
eontrol desk," or however 4t is labeled, which could be chavged with the
responsibility Tor editing, re-writing or othervise dealing with scripts
vhich fatled to conform to the latter and spirit of the Policy Manusi. He
felt at the time that this would not de feasible because of delicate emigre
sensibilities. It seoems to us, in the light of Bob's findings that such =
eontrol 19 necéasary now more than ever.

5. Therefore, we renev our recommendation for a continuity desk,
shonld 1t develop that the appropriate comtzol cenmot be applied by existing

organizational positions.

STAN WARD
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