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Summary:

A report produced by the Czechoslovak foreign ministry in August 1963 recommending
the ratification of Limited Test Ban Treaty (LTBT).&nbsp; One of the key goals of early
Czechoslovak engagement in the ENDC was to reject a nuclear test ban, based on their
rejection of any verification measures. However, once the Soviets agreed to the LTBT
with the US and the United Kingdom, the Czechoslovak foreign ministry praised the
agreement and attacked those (such as China) who resisted the measure. One
interesting aspect of the treaty was the proposed role of depositary powers. The
document indicates that the Soviets were interested in being a depositary power to the
LTBT in order to prevent ratification by governments not recognized by the USSR, most
notably West Germany and the Republic of China. The issue of depositary powers
reappeared later on, in the NPT as well.
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