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Telcon W ith Chancellor Helm ut Kohl of Germ any 

on Septem ber 7, 1993

The President
Helm ut Kohl, Chancellor of Germ any 

Interpreter: Gisela M arcuse
Notetakers: Jane Holl and Neil Bleicken

Septem ber 7, 1993, 12:24 - 12:51 EDT 

The Oval Office

Chancellor Kohl: Hello? (U)

The President: Hello. (U)

Chancellor Kohl: Hello Bill, how are you? (U)

The President: I'm  fine Helm ut, it's nice to hear your voice.

(U)

Chancellor Kohl: And I'm  very pleased to hear your voice. I
think you are very busy like m e. W e have the budget today and 

m any things we should say, so if you don't have any protesters, I 
can send you som e to the United States.

The President: W ell, I have plenty of protesters on m y own but
if you want to send som e of yours over I'll take them . (P7

Chancellor Kohl: W e perhaps could start an international group
of them . (U)

The President: How about an exchange program ?
good vacation this sum m er. (U)

I hope you had a

Chancellor Kohl: Yes, I'm  fine, thank you, and I'm  quite
convinced w e can m ake m any good things happen this autum n. I 

w anted to talk to you on G A TT . I have had very intense  

discussions w ith the F rench on it. I've alw ays m ade clear to  

them  that the first priority is the successful conclusion of the  

U ruguay R ound especially w ith the system  of international 

recession. It is also urgently needed because of the econom ic 

situation in the industrialized nations, the U nited S tates and  

G erm any, and also because of the underdeveloped countries. (JSrf

The situation in France is tied up not so m uch in GATT but with 

dom estic interests. Next year they have Presidential elections 

and the leaders m ust place them selves in good positions. In

CONriDEN¥TAtr- 
Declassify on: OADR

Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan



■CO NFIDENTIA-L-

relation to parliam entary elections last year a very strong 

polarization has occurred.

Germ an farm ers are in a bad position, but French farm ers are 

worse. I want to be frank with you about what I'm  trying to do. 
It will be difficult. I want a successful conclusion of the 

Uruguay Round, but if possible I want to avoid a situation where 

France pursues an isolated policy --a very difficult policy. M y 

French colleagues realize they can't raise the ante indefinitely. 
I want a successful Round. W e will discuss it in the Com m unity 

and discuss the degree to which our Com m on Agricultural Policy is 

in line with Blair House. That m ust be decided within the EC.
M y people are very, very busy on this m atter and for m e the 

psychological im portance is to keep them  going. A very sensitive 

issue is whether we pay attention to the psychological issue.

0 )̂

The President: From  our point of view, the real problem  with the
Blair House Agreem ent is if it were to be reopened -- if the EC  

said it couldn't go along -- it is unlikely we could get a GATT 

agreem ent before m y negotiating authority ends on 15 Decem ber.
Our agricultural crowd wouldn't like it, and it m ight be pulled 

in the opposite direction. I know it is a problem  for France, 
but alas it is a problem  for us. W e reached agreem ent at Blair 

House before I took office, and our farm ers opposed the agreem ent 
at the tim e. I hope we can all stand by it. One other question 

I have concerns whether or not you believe the EC will proceed to 

im plem ent a perm anent corn gluten seed agreem ent this m onth?

Chancellor Kohl: W hy, that has outlined a point we are striving
for. Before your authority will expire or if we can't work it 

out by then or before, then it will be very difficult, and, as 

far as the EC is concerned, there will be a whole new thing to do 

on this. By the way, I think Leon Brittan will be com ing to 

W ashington next weekend.

The President: Yes, I think so.
which is that I agree with you.

Let m e just say one last thing 

W e very m uch need this Uruguay
Round to be successfully concluded before the end of the year, 
will be very busy working here on NAFTA and health care but if
you can call back and let m e know  personally to involve m yself --
people I can contact on this -- I will and I'll welcom e your
suggestions on what to do to help get the agreem ent. I believe
we need to get this done this year and perhaps you can give som e 

good ideas of things I can do.

Chancellor Kohl: M ay I m ake one proposal? That I try to keep in
regular contact throughout the next week to let you know how  

things are developing over here and if you consider it necessary 

you can call m e. I give you m y word that I will try to get this 

done but it will take a lot of tim e. I think it goes beyond 

trade because it affects relations between the United States of 
Am erica and the European Com m unity.
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The President: Sure. I think that's a good suggestion and I
will look forward to hearing from  you at any tim e on this as I am  

very interested in this issue.

Let m e ask you a couple of other things. How do you think 

Yeltsin is doing with all this political controversy in Russia?

Chancellor Kohl: It is very difficult, but in a way it's
irrational. Things m ight go sm oothly or very bad. On the other 

hand it could be his chances are less than 50%  or it could also 

be said his chances are 50-50. I think we should stay our 
current position. Anybody that will com e after him  will not be 

as auspicious as they are now.

The President: I certainly agree with that. W e are about to
take up the $2.5 billion assistance package and the repeal of the 

cold war assistance restrictions to Russia, East Europe and 

COCOM . If he doesn't m ake it, I believe that anyone who will 
follow him  will be worse, so we ought to stay with him . (32^

Let m e ask you a question about NATO. W e are planning on a 

sum m it in the next few m onths. I am  interested in your opinion 

on the relationship of NATO to Eastern Europe -- between NATO and 

the Eastern European nations that have had contact with it.

Chancellor Kohl: Before going deeply into detail to that
question, can I suggest if m em bers of m y staff could com e over to 

the W hite House to m eet with your staff before the sum m it. I'd 

like to have Dr. Bitterlich m eet with his counterpart. I'd like 

the two of them  to stay in contact before the definitive day for 

that date has been settled. As concerns the question you have 

put to m e, I think it is necessary to find a form  of a 

relationship as a transitional period as with Hungary, Poland and 

the Czech Republic that satisfies security needs. I do have m y 

doubt about the possibility of these countries joining NATO and 

becom ing part of it. (pf

The President: M y thinking along those lines is very sim ilar to
yours. I'm  glad you're sending people over here to raise these 

issues. I think it's a good idea to send your staff people over 
here and we will follow up on it.

Chancellor Kohl: M r. Bitterlich will contact his counterpart on
your side. (pf

The President: One other question regarding Bosnia. Izetbegovic
is com ing here soon, in fact, tom orrow, to see us. I wanted to 

ask your assessm ent before I talked to him . I want to be 

supportive but I also want to take a sober view. I asked Yeltsin 

to pressure the Serbs. I hope we can get all three parties to 

agree. The prospect of air strikes has had the right affects and 

has im proved the prospects of peace, but they are not the 

solution to the problem . I wanted to share m y thoughts with you 

and ask what else you think we ought to be doing. I dread
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another winter. I want to be supportive, but also to be very 

certain to underscore the desirability of securing a settlem ent 
soon. I want to be supportive but I want your opinion on what we 

can do.

Chancellor Kohl: But what you said in the last sentence is
right. I think it's quite bitter to be as helpless as we all 
are. I'm  quite distrustful of the leadership in Serbia, not the 

people, but the leadership, as I am  of the leadership in Croatia. 
One other m atter I think you need to know. That you, the United 

States, should not be drawn into a quagm ire. It m ight prove 

helpful if you were very friendly in greeting Izetbegovic. This 

is the im age the world will see and they will watch over there.
At the sam e tim e that without exerting any pressure on him  while 

letting him  know an agreem ent has to be reached. It's beneficial 
for the M uslim  world.

You have brought about som ething which people a few years before 

would not have thought possible and please pass on to your staff 
m y com plim ents. You are in a m uch m ore favorable position as far 

as the M uslim  world is concerned. It is im portant for m e that 
the Am erican President is in a better position after all of this.

The President: Thank you for that. I feel very grateful about
the agreem ent in the M iddle East. W e hope to sign in the next 
few days.

I also want to let you know our am bassador to Germ any will be 

com ing out in October. Dick Holbrooke is an outstanding foreign 

policy expert and is a long tim e friend of m ine. I hope you will 
have a good relationship with him . (U)

Chancellor Kohl: Bill, if you see him  before he com es to Germ any
please give him  m y regards. It is im portant that you have a 

close personal relationship with him  to facilitate the dialectic 

between us.

The President: Thank you, that's what I thought too. He's a
good m an, and I think you will like him . (U)

Chancellor Kohl: OK, bye-bye now. See to it that you are
staying in good health. Don't forget that if you have problem s, 
others have them  too. (

The President: Let's keep talking about the GATT round, and if
anything happens with Izetbegovic in the next few days I'll let 
you know.

Chancellor Kohl: Yes, good-bye. (U)

The President: Thank you, good-bye Helm ut. (U)

End of Conversation
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