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• 

• 

Welcome to 

THE GREENHAM COMMON. 
BLOCKADE 

A non violent direct action EASTER 1983 

The invitation to join this blockade stressed the commitment to non violent direct action. this means 

using creative ideas and methods for closing this factory where nuclear warheads are build without 

threatening or.abusing the workforce or the police. We believe that for the peace movement any acl of 

violence (or acts provoking violen1 reactions) can only be self-destructive. Please help us by 

remembering 1vhy we are here, and by preserving our dignity and responsibility. Violence would only 

show what Martin Luther King called the angry mourning of the defeated and we are not defeated. 

We will win our cause if we keep our hearts and heads clear in the struggle ahead. 

To ensure that the blockade is as positive, as enjoy able and as safe as possible for everyone involved, 
please read the following notes very carefully. 

WHEN YOU ARRIVE 
• When you have set up camp elc, please go to the NVDA 

Training tent. If yo u are already in a n affinit y group yo u will 

be briefed togeth er about this action. If yo u a re no t already in 

a gro up you will be a bl e to form into groups there. 

Everyone sho uld th erefo re be in a n affinity group before 

taking part in th e blockade; thi s is so yo u ca n receive a nd give 

s uppo rt to o th ers. 

During the bri efing sess io n you will be given the e mergency 

phone number in Newbury. Make sure it is written clearly on 

your arm so yo u can no t lose it. 

• Then register together as a group. One of your supp o rt people 

sho uld regis ter for th e whole group. There is a separa te sheet 

desc ribing th e role of the suppo rt peo ple in full, but brieny 

their role is to ac t as o bse rve rs, a nd to re po rt to th e ma in 

suppo rt area any arrests o r incid ent s. They will no t get 

directly involved in the bl oc kad e them selves. 

• At the Regis tration tent you will find o ut which ga te yo u 

sho uld go to, a nd wh en. 

• Don'! forget that you may be sitting down at the gates for a long 

time. Make sure yo u have eaten a nd been to the loo befo re 

yo u go; facilities at th e gates will be very limit ed. Tak e food 

and drink with yo u . T a ke warm a nd waterproof clothing 

with yo u too. 

• Don't carry any non-prescription drugs, or anything that could 

be classified as an offensive weapon. This includes even the 

s mallest penknife. 

• Carry some form of positive identification. This may help yo u 

get released quicker if you arc arrested. 

ON THE BLOCKADE 
• So me of the gates have limit ed milling about space so we 

need to be se lf-discip lined in o ur a pproach. It is not o ur 

int enti o n to bl ock public roads, thi s o nl y causes a grea t deal 

of loca l frustration a nd ill-will , a nd yo u are more lik ely to ge t 

a rres ted. 

• Remember thal there are people living along Burys Bank Road 

who will want to get in a nd o ut of their homes . We must 

a lways try to ens ure th a t they are no t o bstru cted. 

• If people are arriving at the gates without having registered ask 

them to go to the campsite first. Thi s is in yo ur interest a nd 

th eirs. 

• Look out for people who appear not to be in groups, and a k 

th em to join yo urs if possible; mak e th e m fee l welcome, 

so metimes affi nit y groups can be a bit exc lu sive . 

• Pl ease sta y together in yo ur affinity group 

• Please don't hass le the people on the walkie-talkies too much. 

W e ho pe tha t m essages ove r the walkie-talkies wi ll be kept to 

a minimum to allow vital in fo rma ti o n to get th ro ugh q~ i ck l y. 
• Keep each other feeling good with so ngs, games. e tc. 

• Don't run. Thi s quickly raises th e te mpera ture a nd in crea es 

th e likelih ood of aggression. 

• Don't be disappointed if there is no confrontation with the 

police. th a t is not why we're here. The base may be ·c losed· 

for th e day in which ea e we will have ac hi eved w ha t we se t 

o ut to do. T a lk over a ny feelings of ·1etdown'. 

• Remember tha t this blockade is o ne of three ac ti o ns planned 

during these two days which are int ended to co mpl ement a nd 

promote one a no th er. Pl ease co nsider th e possible effect of 

yo ur actions in thi s co nt ex t. 

If you are arrested without anyone acting as legal observer for yo u, ring N ewbury 35108. Write thi s 

number on your arm where you cannot lose it ·. This number is for emergencies o nl y. Use it o nl y if 

you have not heard from our lawyers after three hours . 
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Legal briefing for Greenham Common 
DEALING WITH THE POLICE 

• If the authorities want to get ve hicl es through the blockade, 

th e police will try to move us. You may be moved to o ne side 

a nd th en released , o r you may be arrested. You may be 

warned that yo u will be a rres ted if you do n ' t move, but no t 

necessar ily. Wh a tever happens: 

• Keep calm. Singing, ho lding hands etc will help. 

• Promote goodwill. Don't be host il e to indi vidual police 

officers. 

• Do not run. If yo u have been moved a nd then released yo u 

can re turn slowly in your o wn t ime. Ru shing abo ut is fa r 

more lik ely to lead to violent confro nt a ti o n. 

• If people around you are getting upset, angry or violent help to 

calm and comfort th em. 

• Don' t shout. Aga in thi s on ly raises th e tempera ture. 

• Don' t struggle if yo u are being moved or ar res ted, ei ther 

cooperate o r go limp. 

• If you see an arrest make a no te o f what you have seen a nd 

give your na me, add ress a nd ph o ne number to the perso n 's 

legal o bserver , o r la ter to th e lawyers via C ND. 

• Do not interfere in so meo ne else's arrest; this ca n lea d to 

many needless arres ts a nd it is se ldo m possible to preve nt the 

origina l arres t. Talking steadi ly a nd ca lmly to th e po lice 

offic rs ask ing them no t to hurt people ca n sometimes be 

effective. On th e other ha nd it could ge t you a rres ted. 

• If you are arrested ca ll o ut your name to your support person 

who will pass the information on to the lawye rs. It will a lso 

help ot her peopl e to know whose arrest they witnessed. 

• You may be driven away and 'dumped' o ut in the cou ntrys ide. 

If thi s ha ppens ring Kin gsclere 298512 and let us kno w 

a.s.a. p. This number is for emergencies o nl y. 

• Don' t worry. you r a rrest shou ld have bee n seen by yo ur 

support perso n an d C ND lawye rs wi ll be nea rby. I f yo u think 

yo ur a rres t has n' t bee n no ticed yo u will be a bl e to ph o ne th e 

lawyers from th e po lice s ta ti on, so aga in do n' t worry. 

• Smi le! 

What you could be arrested for 
So fa r , the po lice have not used th e full weight of th e law aga inst 

us, a nd we have no reason to beli eve that they will o n Ma rc h 

3 1/ April I. But it is impo rta nt to understand that is they who 

decide who , when and how m a ny LO a rres t ; eve n if th o usands of 

us a re do in g something fo r which we co uld be arrested, th ey can 

still decide to a rrest just a few . So it is important to understand 

what laws they could arres t us under a nd be prepared fo r the 

wors t whils t ho ping fo r the best. The charges are lik ely to be 

minor o nes which get tried in a Magis trat es' Cou rt , without a 

ju ry. 

Obstructing the highway 

A hi ghway is any road, pa th or trac k avai lable to the genera l 

public a nd an o bstructi o n ca n be ca used even if it is on ly 

partially bloc ked. Max imum penalty: a £50 fine. 

Obstructing or resisting a police officer 
This mea ns 'resisting o r wilfull y o bstructing a constable in the 

executi o n o f his duty' and is likely to be used when people are 

s'ittin g do wn so mewhere which is not a public highway. It can 

a lso be used aga inst peo ple argu ing a bout or trying to prevent 

so meone else being arrested. Maximum penalty: £200 fin e 

and /o r o ne month in priso n but the likely penalty would be less. 

(F irst offenders in particula r should no t be sent to jail.) 

Threatening behaviour 

Under the Public Order Act , say ing or doing so mething which is 

' threa tening, a busive o r insulting' which co uld cause a 'breach 

o f the peace' is when so meo ne (it does n't have to be you)u ses o r 

threa tens to use force. A po lice o fficer can a rres t ifs/he thinks a 

breach of the peace mig ht happen, even if it hasn't ye t. The 

maximum pen a lty is a £ 1,000 fine and/or six m o nths in ja il. 

Again , the actual penalt y is likely to be much less . 

Breach of the peace 

Most of the wo men who have been in court for actions at G reen­

ha m have been faced with being 'bound over to keep th e peace' 

rather than a specifi c cr iminal c harge. Binding over is ex pl a ined 

in 'Possib le Pena lties' bel,ow. 

Less Likely Charges 

Crimina l Damage makes it a n offe nce for so meo ne to 

deliberately dest roy o r damage propert y which belo ngs to so me­

o ne else; eg cutting th e perim eter fence, spra y painting etc. If th e 

damage do ne is es timated at less than £200 , the max imum 

pen a lty is £ 1,000 fin e a nd /o r six months in ja il. If the damage is 

o ver £200, the case ca n be tri ed in a crown court befo re a jury 

a nd th e maximum pena lt y can be a n unlimited fin e a nd /o r ten 

yea rs in jail. The lik eli es t pen a lt y in bo th cases, th o ugh, would 

be a much small er fine an d an orde r for compensation to the 

ow ner o f the p ropert y da maged . 

The Official Secrets Acts could be used aga inst people 

demo nstrating (or o rga nising demo nstrati ons) in or near 'a 

prohibited pl ace'-in thi s case Greenham Co mm o n a irbase, 

Burghfield Roya l Ordnance Factory and Aldermaston Atomic 

Weapo ns Resea rch Es tablishment. It see ms very unlik ely that 

such charges will be used aga inst us at the mo ment , but th ey 

were used against members of th e Committee of 100 for 

o rga nising walk-o n (rather than bloc kade) demonstrations in 

1961 a nd 1963 , so eve ryo ne sho uld be aware o f thi s as a 
possibility. 

Other Legal Problems 
Camping 

Newb ury District Co unci l recently o bt a ined a possess io n order 

aga inst the Greenham Co mmo n Wo men's Peace Cam p and a n 

injunctio n aga inst 21 named women. As this leaOet went to 

press, Newbury has not ye t carried o ut the ev icti o n from their 

land under the new possess ion order, and the Peace Ca mp itself 

has mo ved to Ministry o f Transpo rt land. We think it is unlik ely 

that any such eviction wi ll be carried o ut during the bl oc kade 

and we believe th a t wo men camping nea r th e Orange Ga te a t 

Crookham Common are unlik ely to be hass led. The injuncti o n 

o nl y applies LO the women nam ed in it. Ca mping o n pri va te land 

is no t a criminal or arrestable o ffence. 

Children and young people 

'Juveniles' are trea ted a bit differentl y fro m adult s; betwee n 10 

a nd 14 years they are ca lled 'c hildren' a nd between 14 and 17 

'young persons' . They a re entitled to have their parents present 

if interviewed by the po lice and s ho uld dema nd either thi s or to 

have the CND lawyer present. Juveniles can a ppear in an adult 

co urt but are more likely to be referred to their local Juvenile 

Bureau unless the charge is very serious. If it's their first offence 

(and proba bly if th ey say they are sorry) they a re likely just to get 

a telling off there. If tried with adu lts in an adult court they can 

get the same sorts of sentences as an adult (fines, binding over, 

conditional or absolute discharge) but cannot be sent to jail even 

if they refuse to sign a binding order. 

• 

• • 

Women from other countries 

The re is an extra briefing sheet fo r women fro m o the r countries: 

pl ease as k the lega l advisors o r a t Regis tratio n fo r o ne. 

Being charged 
Wh en yo u arrive at the police sta ti o n , you may be held in the 

'c harge room' for so me tim e be fo re your arresting officer ta kes 

yo u to be charged . Life moves slo wl y in a po lice station , so again 

do n't wo rry. 

Yo u will be asked for yo ur name, address, date of birth and 

poss ibl y o th er perso na l info rm ati o n , includin g prev io us 

convictions. If you want to be se t free o n ba il before the court 

hearin g yo u would be well a dvised to give a t least yo ur na me a nd 

address but you don't have to if yo u don't want to. 

The cha rge will be read to you, yo u will be formally cauti o ned 

(the 'anything yo u say will be ta ken dow n and may be used in 

ev idence' line) and yo u will be asked if yo u have a nythin g to say. 

D o no! say anything unless yo u have very good reaso n to. This is 

a good rule in a police stati o n a t a ll times : 'verbals' a re eas ily 

disto rted LO mean so mething yo u didn ' t intend . You co uld make 

a very brie f s tatement about yo ur po liti ca l mo tives o r if yo u are 

ill or injured ask to see a docto r. But don' t say anything about 

whether or not you did what they are charging you with until you 

have seen your lawyer. 

Property 

Most of yo ur property will be ta ken from you. Yo u can as k to 

keep essen ti a ls such as ha ndk e rchief, glasses or contact le nses, 

sa nit a ry pro tecti o n , a ny special med icines, pa per and so mething 

to write with. All yo ur p ro pert y ho uld th en be lis ted down and 

you will be as ked to sign fo r it. M ake s ure everythn g is written 

down, th a t no thing has been added a nd if it is correct sign yo ur 

name immedia tely below th e las t item. If it is no t correct , refus e 

to sign . 

Telephone call 
Ask to ma ke a telepho ne ca ll. If yo u think your arrest was no t 

een by a lega l o bserve r, as k for th e CN D emergency lega l 

number. Otherwise, a CN D lawyer will be act ing for yo u 

a lready . Yo u may th erefo re want to phone a fri end or rela ti ve. 

Fingerprints and photographs 

The po lice ha ve no a uth o rit y to ph otograp h yo u, do no t a llow 

them to (if yo u can). 

They a lso ha ve no a utho rity to fingerprint yo u without an 

o rder fr o m a magistrat e, whi ch they a re unlik ely to get. Refuse 

until you see a solicit o r. If th ey a re refusing to bai l a nyo ne no t 

giving fin gerprint s yo u will have to decide what to do. 

Bail 

Getting ba il (being set free till the co urt hea ring) nea rl y a lways 

depends o n having ' a ve rifiabl e address'. It is impo rt a nt , there­

fore th a t there should be so meo ne at th e address you give o r a 

neighbo ur who will confirm tha t yo u live there. Po li ce so me­

times refuse to allow squats as 've rifi a ble' addresses . Yo u m ay 

want to give the peace camp as yo ur address, in solidarity with 

the wo men at Greenham, but thi s may no t be accepted as a 

'verifiable' address, al though it has been so far. 

You may be asked to find someone to be your surety fo r bail. 

Such a person should kn o w you, should have no criminal 

conv ictions and be able to produce evidence of having eno ugh 

money for the surety (such as having a steady income, o wning a 

house etc). They don't have to produce the cash, again unless 

you default. We suggest that groups should prepare 'surety lis ts' 

for their legal observer. 

If bail is agreed, you will be asked to co me back to th e loca l 

Magistrates' Court fo r the case, which may be the next working 

day (on this occasion p roba bl y Tuesday, April 5) o r a day so me 

time away. If you do n' t ge t ba il , yo u will be held (usua lly in the 

po lice station but poss ibl y in jail) till the court hea ring. Ba il is 

nea rl y a lways granted by th e cou rts fo r the m o re common 

o ffences . 

In Court 
If yo u have been held without bail and have not a lread y seen 

yo ur lawye r, they will ce rta inly be in co urt to help you. You will 

have the ch a rge read o ut a nd asked how you pl ead. We are 

ask in g everyo ne to pl ead not guilty wha tever the charge: it is im­

po rta nt to ta lk to the lawye rs and o ther defendan ts before 

making up yo ur mind. A ' no t guilty' plea can a lways be cha nged 

to a 'guilty' o ne, but if yo u plead guilt y the tri a l wi ll go straight 

a head without yo ur havi ng a chance to say very much. 

If yo u plead no t guilty, the case will be ' remanded': that is, 

a no th er day will be fi xed for th e hea ring to take place . Yo u 

sho uld now ask th e magist ra te fo r bail (even if yo u a lready had 

ba il from the police) a nd fo r lega l aid. The lawyers will be there 

to back yo u up . 

The da te for the nex t hearing may be some time in the future 

and th ere may be severa l days of hearings (sometimes spaced o ut 

over wee ks). This is o ne thin g to bear in mind when deciding to 

risk a rres t , particularl y if you li ve a long distance away or might 

lose your job. 

Possible Penalties 
Fines 

So far th e penalties peop le have faced have been fines or binding 

over orders . If yo u are convicted th e magistrates shou ld be to ld 

what you r financial situati o n is (fo r exam ple, whether you are 

une mpl oyed) before th ey decide a fine; yo u can a lso ask for time 

to pay. 

Binding Over 

A binding over o rder is something which the magistrate can im­

pose as a punishm e nt eith er for a specific charge o r even if you 

have no t been cha rged with a nything. The o rder is made for you 

' to keep the peace' (w hi ch means effecti ve ly no t ge ttin g arres ted 

aga in!) fo r a s pecific tim e, such as a yea r; if you break it you ca n 

be fined a specifi ed s um of money (say,£ 100). You may ref use to 

sign a binding over o rde r, but yo u a re lik ely then to be se nt to 

jail. Wo men fro m Greenham have go ne to prison for fo urtee n 

days in this way . 

Jail? 

It is very unlik ely tha t a nyo ne being found guilty for th e first 

tim e wo uld be sent to jail unl ess the cha rge is a se ri ous one (such 

as und er th e Official Secrets Ac t). So far, wo men from Green­

ha n1 who have go ne to ja il have done so after refusing ei th er to 

acce pt a binding over order or to pa y a fine. So even if you are 

fo und guilty, whether o r not yo u go to ja il is lik ely to be yo ur 

cho ice. D o n' t fee l yo u have to go to jail in o rder to take part in 

the bloc kade. 

On Release 

When you are rel eased yo u may need to return to your o wn 

a reas quickly. It is impo rt a nt th at p roper orga nisa ti o n i made 

early o n for your defen ce so pl ease ensure th a t : 

• Yo ur name and a co rres po ndence addres i with a o licit or 

(or sent to the Greenham office in London: I Crowland 

Terrace a.s.a .p. ) . 
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Greenham 

• You write down exactl y what happened when you were 

arrested a.s .a.p . and names of witnesses . 

• Fill out a legal aid for111 and return to yo ur solicit or. If you 

can no t re 111e mber which so li cit or you saw, contact the 

London office. 

• Ring the London office to find o ut about meetings to organ­

ise your defence: 01-226 1474 (0 1-251 3133 fro111 14 April). 

Understanding th e law and coping with police a nd the co urts 

can sce111 very daunting. If Wt: support eac h ot her by sharin g o ur 

information, ex peri ences and feelings we can a ll gain th e con­

fidence to deal with this aspect of o ur struggle for nu c lear 

disar111ament. Wh en we stand together, we are strong 1 

Practical Information 

The Blockade 

USAF Greenham Com111on has seven ga tes (identified by 

co lo ur) a nd eight 'gaps' w hi ch we plan to blockade. The peri­

meter fence is nine miles long. 

The blockade will start a t 6am on Thursday 31 March: wo111en 

arriving on Thursday will join th e blockades during the day after 

briefing and regis tra tio n. 

If possi ble we hope that the blockades will las t until Friday 

lunchtime when tens of th ousa nds of people will fo r111 a Human 

Chain between us a nd th e 111en a nd women blockading the gates 

of ROF Burghfi eld. We suggest that no one sho uld try to block­

ade for th e full period; when you are tired it is much 111ore 

difficult to respo nd positively. 

Camp Site Arrangements 

• 

Keep the camping a rea tidy-we are a ll responsible for our own • 

litte r! 

Pl astic sacks are avai lab le from the In formation tent. 

Please respect the loca l area and reside nt s. Do not damage 

fences or any other prope rt y nearby . 

Water is in sho rt s uppl y, so use sparin gly. 

Please use th e to il ets provided on the s it e and around the base. 

We are all responsible for looking afte r th e loos 1 

Candles in tent s can be dangerous-take ca re. 

A creche is available if needed, but please think carefu ll y 

before ri sking a rres t if your chi ldren are wi th you. 

We ha ve had to pay out a lot of money for facilities so we arc 

req uesting a donation (£1 if possible) to help defray this cos t. 

The blockade by women at Greenham Common supports and is supported by the mixed blockage 

at ROF Burghfield. We are all determined to stop the nuclear arms race by non violent means. This 

is a collective action-thoughtless behaviour by one individual could renect badly on the wh o le 

peace movement. 

We cannot take responsibility for anyone taking any action that places others at risk. 

Please follow the guidelines outlined in this briefing. 

Printed by East End Offset Ltd (TU) London E2 
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