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Summary:

This urgent message “of the highest sensitivity” from the Joint Chiefs to top
commanders began with a misrepresentation of President Kennedy’s decision: “serious
consideration [is] being given to withdrawal of JUPITERS from Italy and Turkey.” The
recipients—General Lyman Lemnitzer [CINCEUR], Admiral Robert Dennison [CINCLANT],
and General Thomas Power [DSTP]—were to assume that Italy and Turkey had agreed to
the decision, that withdrawal of the Jupiters would occur by April 1, 1963, and that
Polaris submarines would be in the Mediterranean by that date. Both USCINCEUR and
DSTP, who directed work on the SIOP, were to consider retargeting requirements once
the Jupiters went offline. CINCLANT was to consider the feasibility of deploying one, two,
or three submarines.
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a. Host countries have agreed to this action. >
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O. Lilcctive date for completion of withdrawal is
\

Ch POLARIS submarines can be on station in t1>e

N

Mediterranean by 1 April 1963 to replace JUPITERS.
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I PE;RT III. For USCINCEUR. Considering operational
characteristics of the two weapon delivery systems; your com-
ments desired as to best way to retarget available weapons follow-
ing withdrawal of the JUPITERs, and any problems arising
thereirom. Provide copy your cornments bSTP and CINCLANT.

PART IV. For CINCLANT. Your comments desired on

; Icasibility of deploying one, two, or three operational POLARIS
submarines to Me.diterranean' by 1 April 1963. In each case,
include comments on expected degradafion of total POLARIS
submarine fbrcg caused by such deployment prior to completion
of ROTA POLARIS Base. Provide copy your comments .0 DSTP
and USCINCEUR.

PART V. For DSTP. Your recommendations 'des_ired as to

best way to retarget available weapons following JUPITER with-

’

drawal and any problems arising therefrom. Any data required
’

from CINCLANT and USCINCEUR in addition to that requested
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