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Summary:

To bring NATO officially on board, the State Department sent this draft paper to U.S.
ambassadors in Italy, NATO, and Turkey for use with the North Atlantic Council and with
SACEUR. Just as the three governments had informed the Council of the Jupiter
deployment plans in the late 1950s, they would brief the NAC on the purposes of the
Jupiter-Polaris arrangement and its military implications, including retargeting
requirements for the “timely damage” of Allied Command Europe targets.
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ADMIN
You should coordinate with your Italian and Turkish colleagues with view to
USRO/RSO getting agreement on text following memorandum for NAC, which they will no
doubt wish refer their governments this weekend.

BEGIN VERBATIM TEXT.
Memorandum For The North Atlantic Council.

The Permanent Representatives of Italy, Turkey and The United States, on
behalf of their governments, have the honor to inform the North Atlantiec
Council, in accordance with the provisions of C-M (55) 82, of changes
proposed in their force contributions to the North Atlantica Treaty

Organization.

The Military Committee/Standing Group, through the Supreme Allied Commander
Europe, are being notified of the contemplated change in order that they may
provide for the Council an estimate of the military effects, as provided for

by C-M (55) 82.

The Governments of Italy, Turkey and the United States, pursuant to the
discussions of which the North Atlantic Council has been advised, have
agreed to certain steps for the purpose of strengthening and modernizing the
over-all NATO nuclear capability. These discussions have resulted in
agreement to assign a force of three U.S. POLARIS Submarines to SACEUR and
to retire the JUPITER systems now sited in Italy and Turkey from the SACEUR
weapons inventory. In accordance with these plans it is anticipated that
the first POLARIS submarine will enter the Mediterranean on March 28, the
second on April 10, and the third at a subsequent date. These weapons would
be deployed in the Mediterranean under SACEUR control and would be targeted
by SACEUR in accordance with Allied Command Europe strike plan; terms of
the assignment and the manner of deployment and operation would be set forth
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in arrangements to be agreed upon in subsequent consultation with SACEUR. It is planned
that the JUPITER missiles will be removed from their launching pads and the warheads
returned to the United States at about the same time that the POLARIS submarines are

assigned. Removal will not begin before the f£i.st submarine is on station.

The military effects of this modernization have been carefully considered and analyzed.
In 1957, when the NATO decision was made to install these missiles, they, along with
the THOFS, were the only suitable balistic missiles the alliance had ready for operation,
and they helped greatly to build up our balistic missile strength, however, in ligat of
rapid adiances in technology and the accelerating growth of missile forces, they  are no
longer & major part of the total military strength available to the alliance. The
relative vulnerability of the JUPITER missile makes it a high priority target for an
enemy fiist strike. In contrast, the POLARIS missile system is far less vulnerable and,
in addition, has an appreciably higher operational reliability factor. The replacement
of the (UPITERS by the POLARIS missile system will provide the NATO alllance with a more
secure, nore effective nuclear force with a significant potential. The over-all
retargeting accompanying the substitution of the POLARIS system for tbqﬁUPI‘l'xR missile
aystem will ensure that the targets uncovered by the inactivation of the JUPITERS are
programred for missile attack., Further, there will be no reduction in the present

expectation of timely damage to the ace ypresently oom%thq(ﬂl’mo
A(, M-aﬁ s q |
The three governments consider that the replacement of the JUP missile system by

the POLARIS missile system will constitute a significant step forward in the modemiza-
tion of N\TO's weapons systems and will create a more formidable military posture for

the alliazce.

END VERBATIM TEXT,
Above mex>randum should be Jointly sent to SACEUR with following substituted for first
and seconi paragraphs:

"The Peraswnent Representatives of Italy, Turkey and the United States, on behalf of
their govirnments, have the honor to inform the Supreme Allied Commander Europe, and
through 1lm the Military Comitteelstanding Group, in accordance with the provisicns of
Cc-M (55) 32, of changes proposed in their force contributions to the North Atlantic

Treaty O-janization. The North Atlantic Council is also being notified of the
contempla:ed change."”
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