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Page 2 

Comrade Saddam Hussein — Elementary and High School Period 1947-1959 

Striving comrade Saddam Hussein did not stay long in the Shuwaysh village; he was 

ordered to leave for Tikrit. At the age of 10, he was attracted to education and loved 

gaining knowledge through his friend during their youthfulness that started drawing to 

Saddam the alphabet and circles of his dreams in the sand. The young man approached 

his uncle with the idea of going to school. The uncle liked the idea and the desire of 

Saddam to pursue education. He found himself after that at Salah al-Din Elementary 

School, but moved later on to Tikrit Elementary School, where he obtained the certificate 

of Ministerial Exam, the Baccalaureate. 

At Tikrit High School, comrade Saddam Hussein continued his studies up to the 2'd 

grade, to move afterward to Al-Karkh High School in Baghdad in 1955. After few years 

have gone by, the awareness of comrade Saddam Hussein about the national fate became 

sensible and intense in the demonstrations of 1955 when the tripartite attack on Egypt 

took place. Since then, comrade Saddam Hussein turned from regular into political 

student. He started organizing his political awareness through follow-up and monitoring. 

And by the time the revolution of July 1958 broke out, the political and cultural 

background of the young Baathist Saddam Hussein was deep, and he had a struggle past 

that stretches to 1956. 

During the first weeks of the corruption of July Authority, comrade Saddam Hussein 

found himself in Al-Saray prison along with a group of comrades of the same fate who 

were thrown in prison because of their nationalistic principles. When he was released, 

Saddam continued his studies and strife within the advanced lines. 

That was a phase where youthfulness was an inclination to the glow of life in most of its 

chapters, and adolescence with its most prominent character was a factor feeding the 

sense of existence and filling the heart with the flow of the nation's river that does not 

dry up. 

And from the childhood that is as pure as the countryside to the vigor of manhood, 

comrade Saddam Hussein derived the conclusion: richness of political experience and 

awareness. 
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This page is illegible. 
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Page 4 [And 5 that is a duplicate] 

The Return of the Leader to the Arena 

... I left prison on bail (1965), while comrade Saddam Hussein remained in his prison 

(prison no. 1) along with other comrades. Many attempts took place inside the prison to 

help comrade Saddam Hussein escapes, including cutting the wires of the prison's 

windows. The attempt was postponed as per the Party's request. The last attempt that I 

supervised most of it was successful, and happened as follows: 

I received instructions from the Command and from comrade Saddam Hussein himself to 

prepare the escape situation when comrade Saddam Hussein appears before the State 

Security Court along with the military guards. Comrade Saddam Hussein used to follow 

one particular principle when dealing with them, and he used to emphasize on the 

necessity to establish good relations with the guards of the prison, because they basically 

consist of good human material, but their work conditions and the amount of their 

awareness make them look sometimes like the enemy for those striving in prison. The 

escape process took place when the trial was over and when they left the court. 

Comrade Sa'doun Shaker 
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Ministry of Culture and Information 
Public Establishment of Cinema and Theater 

Cinematographic Archives of the Arab Socialist Baath Party 

Telephone 5521621 

I saw true nobility and true patriotism in him. He believed in original decent, carried on 

national purity, derived wisdom from history, and respected men who sacrificed 

themselves for their country... he remembered them always and considered them the 

ultimate example. 

He used to say that our strife does not meet the level required since we still live and strife 

is hot; we have gone past he who sacrificed his life for the sake of his nation and people. 

[Signature] 
Dr. Abd-al-Ghani al-Yuzbaki 

May 30, 1979 
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In the years of hot striving and during the rule of Qassem and his dictatorship, life 

imposed on comrade Saddam Hussein to leave the country to become a political refugee, 

living away from the daily strife that characterized that period. 

All political refugees were forced to devote their strife to the intellectual and 

organizational meetings. Comrade Saddam Hussein felt the grief, and his continuous 

daily wish was, "I want a machine gun, an action that involves sacrifice. I want a result 

that will destroy the dictatorship rule, plant worries in it, and remove all grieves, and 

disdain appears on the face of everyone that loves his country and believes in its 

principles." 

[Signature] 
Dr. `Abd-al-Ghani al-Yuzbaki 

May 30, 1979 
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Among the characteristics of comrade Saddam Hussein during the political asylum is that 

he was away from pleasure and wasting the days and months in vain with no results. He 

always aspired to training on weapons, reading books, following up on newspapers, and 

establishing relations with big politicians and engaging in a dialogue and quiet discussion 

with them in order to reach results that will lead him to evaluate the components; which 

one is closer to the original Arab Nationalistic line. 

His behavior was hardly followed by any other young man who was the age of the 

comrade then; a characteristic unique to our leader and was recognized by everyone who 

lived with him and knew him up close. 

[Signature] 
Dr. `Abd-al-Ghani al-Yuzbaki 
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Ministry of Culture and Information 
Public Establishment of Cinema and Theater 

Cinematographic Archives of the Arab Socialist Baath Party 

Telephone 5521621 

The President in Cairo 

In 1962, there was a section in Cairo where elections took place. The following people 

won: 

1- Saddam Hussein 

2- Midhat Ibrahim Jum'ah 

3- Karim al-Shaikhali 

4- 'Al i  Ghannam 
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[TC: this page has a picture of Saddam and other people with the following writing under 

the picture] 

At the Iraqi Student Association in Cairo, summer of 1960, the Arab strivers celebrated 

the marriage of Mr. President. 

In the picture: standing to the right of Mr. President, comrade Taha Fathi Dawood. To the 

left of Mr. President, comrade Hatem al-`Izzawi, blowing up kisses on this happy 

occasion, followed by comrade Taha Yasin al-`Ali and then comrade Kamel al-Qaysi. In 

the middle row and to the right: Muhyi al-Din Ismael, and poet `Adnan al-Rawi. The one 

before last is Mr. Jaber Omar. 

((Cinematographic Archives of the Arab Socialist Baath Party — 1978)) 
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[TC: this page has a picture of Saddam and other people with the following writing under 

the picture] 

Another scene from the President's engagement ceremony held by the Association of 

Iraqis in Cairo in 1960. 

In the middle: Mr. President and to his right Mr. `Abdallah al-Rikabi (he was a member 

of the Regional Command — Section of Iraq in 1958), followed by comrade Hatem 

Hamdan al-Izzawi, while comrade Taha Fathi Dawood stands in the back. 

((Cinematographic Archives of the Arab Socialist Baath Party — 1978)) 
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Ministry of Culture and Information 
Public Establishment of Cinema and Theater 

Cinematographic Archives of the Arab Socialist Baath Party 

Telephone 5521621 

The President 59 

Decision to Assassinate Qassem 

The decision was made at the house of Regional Command former member Midhat 

Ibrahim Jum'ah located in Al-Harithiyyah. 

Comrade Saddam Hussein and Fatek met at the house of Midhat Ibrahim Jum'ah in Al-

Boukamal; Midhat was a member of the National and Regional Command. Major 

Ibrahim al-Rifai, officer of Al-Boukamal camp met with them. When Comrade Saddam 

Hussein was asked about his wound, Saddam replied, "I hit a tree." These were the 

instructions of Midhat Ibrahim Jum'ah. 

Documented by Midhat Ibrahim Jum'ah 

May 29, 1980 
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In the name of God, Most gracious, Most merciful 

University of Baghdad 

Deanery of Medical Faculty 

University Health Directorate 

No.: 315 

Date: June 10, 1968 

To: Law Faculty Deanery 

The special medical committee, led by professor Dawood Salman 'Ali, Dean of Medical 

Faculty, with professor Mandi Fawzi, Head of Medical department, and Dr. Subhi 

Muhammad Noun, University Health Director, as members, met and examined student 

Saddam Hussein al-Tikriti. The committee decided on the following: 

(Stress [nervous exhaustion] — one day break on June 3, 1968) 

[Signature] [Signature] [Signature] 
Dr. Subhi Muhammad Noun i Mandi Fawzi Professor Dawood Salman 'Ali 
University Health Director Head of Medical Dean of Medical Faculty 

Department 

Saddam Hussein al-Tikriti  

3rd June 3, 1968 current decision 

His exam for today shall be postponed 

[Signature] 

June 12 
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Ministry of Culture and Information 

Public Establishment of Cinema and Theatre 

Cinematographic Archives of the Arab Socialist Baath Party 

Telephone 5521621 

The President —Elementary and High School Studying Period 

The president was detained at Al-Sarai prison on October 29, 1958. Saddam Zain al-

Hasan, brother of Sa'doun al-Nasiri who is a relative of Ibrahim al-Hasan, was a witness. 

Khairallah was detained for a period of 147 [Unspecified], 11 days following the attempt 

to assassinate Qassem. 
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This page is a duplicate of page 14. 
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Ministry of Culture and Information 
Public Establishment of Cinema and Theater 

Cinematographic Archives of the Arab Socialist Baath Party 

Telephone 5521621 

The President —Elementary and High School Studying Period 

During his visit to the Archives on June 12, 1980, Haj Khayrallah Tilfah gave the 

following information: 

1- In 1949, he [Unspecified, but most likely Haj Khayrallah] was transferred as a teacher 

from Tikrit to Khanqeen. Therefore, Saddam Hussein and both of his cousins Hashem 

Hasan Al-Majeed and Hamad Hasan Al-Majeed were left to live together in his [Haj] 

house, cooking and getting their needs on their own. 
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This page is a duplicate of page 16. 
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Ministry of Culture and Information 
Public Establishment of Cinema and Theater 

Cinematographic Archives of the Arab Socialist Baath Party 

Telephone 5521621 

"When we used to go to school in the past, we were unable to hold the pen in our hands 

or write in the first class. And when the teacher felt pity for us, he would ask one of us to 

bring some woods from home to get the fire going in the class. We would bring a tin, 

open its both ends, and put the woods in it and light it." 

Comrade Saddam Hussein 
From his speech to the Vanguards on June 1, 1968 
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The first paragraph of this page is a duplicate of page 18. 

2nd paragraph 

July 17, 1968 

"Abd-al-Rahman `Aref used to sit in this presidential palace and the units of the 

Republican Palace were of the same size of the current military units. 70 insurgents 

entered the palace only. We had comrades in different units of service in the army; some 

of them were in the Republican Palace units while others outside the Republican Palace, 

including comrade Tariq Hamad al-`Abdallah, your comrade the Minister of Defense 

`Adnan Khayrallah, and other comrades, such as Sa'doun Ghaydan, whose unit in the 

Republican Palace had 70 fighters only. 
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This page talks about Saddam's love for one particular poetry, which he kept reciting 

everywhere. 

18

Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English



CRRC  SH-BATH-D-000-889 Page 19 

 

 

Page 21 [pages 22-24 are duplicate of page 21] 

And Childhood was a Balcony that overlooked us 

In elementary school in my region, I remember an energetic student who was successful 

in studies and socially at school. This student became a leader later on, not of Iraq only, 

but at the level of the Arab nation. He is comrade leader Saddam Hussein. 
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This page is related to Kamal al-Din al-Allusi, born in 1906 and teacher of Saddam 

Hussein at Salahuddin elementary school. Kamal had an adverse position toward Saddam 

and moved Saddam's records to Tikrit 1st elementary school for boys. 
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This page has a picture of Saddam as a student. 
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This page talks about Saddam Hussein as a student and how much he loved school. 
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This page has the documents of Saddam Hussein submitted to Tikrit High School. 
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This page talks about Saddam and his love for school, soccer, and the other friends he 

had in school, and how he found in the Baath the perfect example of his voice and will. 
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Page 30& 31 

Both pages have Saddam Hussein's picture; they are a duplicate of page 26. 
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This page is a duplicate of page 27. 

26

Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English



CRRC  SH-BATH-D-000-889 Page 27 

 

 

Page 33 

This page is a duplicate of page 28. 
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This page is a duplicate of page 29. 
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This page has the grades of Saddam Hussein in 6th grade. 
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[TC: this page has a picture of Salahuddin Elementary School] 

Salahuddin Elementary School — Tikrit 

Mr. President attended Salahuddin Elementary School when he was almost nine years 

old. The school had six classrooms and was located in Al-Hara district. The total space of 

the school was (1,200) meters with a small wire fenced garden where a mulberry tree full 

of students' memories sits in the center. 

As for the principal and teachers room, they were at both sides of the school door 

entrance. The school was built of brick and plaster. At 5th grade, the President used to sit 

in the inner courtyard of 500 meters space to skillfully memorize the Arabic hymns of 

classic flavor, and he was devoted to recite them perfectly. This was the quality he was 

known for in that school. 

After he passed to the 6th grade, Mr. President was transferred to Tikrit 1st Elementary 

School for boys. 
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[TC: this page has a picture of Al-Hara District in Tikrit] 

A View of Al-Hara District in Tikrit 

Al-Hara is one of the old districts in Tikrit. It is located on a mountainous hill, where the 

Tigris River runs at its bottom from the East side with a land called (Al-Mahal) that is an 

extension of the Tigris River until it meets with the river again in Al-Jabla region. As for 

the houses, they are adjacent and intertwined, where curved alleys interlace and meet in 

the middle of a big square that is the intersection of five streets that were a gathering 

place for families during their wedding occasions in the past. The houses here are built of 

plaster and brick with vaulted roofs where most of them look arched. Some of Al-Hara 

ruins remain, such as (Tall al-Sakan) that has an established presence on a high hill, 

overlooking the entire region. There is also The Green Church that is considered one of 

the ten remaining churches until this day, and which was the Headquarters of the Jacobs 

Patriarch. 

(The Party Archives — 1978) 
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[TC: this page has a picture of Tikrit 1St Elementary School] 

Tikrit 1St Elementary School for Boys 

In this school, Mr. President finished his elementary school phase. This school is located 

in (Al-Qal'ah) (Al-Mazayina) District. Al-Qal'ah is located at the right side of the Tigris 

River; it is (100) meters away from (Al-Hara) District where the original Tikrit people 

from Ayad tribe live. The teachers of this school: Sayyed `Abde al-Allusi, Dhamen 'Ali 

and Taha Omar al-Basha confirm that Mr. President had a great demeanor among the 

students and among the teachers also. He had the capability to memorize (poetry 

sections) recited in the school yard. Mr. President had a special interest in memorizing 

and reciting (`Adl Omar) and (Al-Armalah al-Murdhia) poems, as well as the poetry 

glorifying the Arabs and evoking national or human enthusiasm. In compliance with the 

school commitment, Mr. President hardly went to his family in (A1-`Awjah), except for 

Thursday and Friday, while he used to spend the rest of the week at his aunt's husband's 

house, Ahmed al-`Abd, since it was close to the school. 

The elementary school graduation certificate confirms that Mr. President participated in 

the ministerial exam held in 1952-1953 with his exam number (2013), passed, and scored 

468/600; he was considered qualified to enter middle school. The certificate also 

indicates that Mr. President had the nobility of character and conduct. 
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[TC: this page has a picture of Saddam Hussein in mid 1940's] 

Saddam Hussein Al-Majid in mid 1940 

Now, his youth features started to take their final shape. His eyes had sadness, but it was 

the strong sadness, revealing determination and manhood. His teachers in early years 

remember clearly now the warmth of this child and his unique energy. He could have felt 

inside him that the factors of union and eternal fatherly separation pulling him toward the 

unlimited ambition. 

(Cinematographic Archives of the Arab Socialist Baath Party — 1978) 
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