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40 years, or 47 years, or 37 years of one
party rule until one day that one party
failed in the election to get enough votes
to rule with, That led to the formation
of 15 party coalition governments,
which meant the collapse of their rule.
The financial institutions had something
to do with their rule, since they
controlled the economy. As the case is
in the United States, the big companies
control the economy.
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There was a foreign controlled company
in Syria called Al-Komasia, which used
kickbacks to Syrian leaders and forged
the election to attain financial gains
robbing the Syrian economy in the
process.

Let them bring cigars to the comrades
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The pressure of the daily work duties
creates a strong desire for a dialogue
like the one we are having now.
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Too many tasks will make one loose
touch with his general surrounding.
Consequently, that one would be
involved in the specifics of his tasks and
deprived of being a part the whole (the
party).

(UNINTELLIGIBLE)

Writing sound of a pen

I was told that comrade Kassem was
admitted for one day in the hospital then
released. It looks like he is seriously ill.
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Yes, sir he was unexpectedly not feeling
good. He had discomfort in the chest
accompanied with weakness, a lot of
sweat and pain. He was taken to the
hospital.
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That means he had an “Angina Pectoris”
It put more fear in the patient than a
stroke would. I read in a newspaper
article that it is milder than a stroke and
it is curable.
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Yes Sir the patient can take one pill that
would stabilize his condition.
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You mean a tranquilizer.
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Yes Sir yesterday when he felt il}, gave
him one pill
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Oh.. It is all right for him to take the pill
since it is a necessity.
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Well he took the pill under the tongue,
which relaxed him. Afterwards they
took an electrocardiography reading for
his heart while he was in the hospital,
released him and asked him to come
back the following Saturday for another
reading to be taken with a stress test.
The latter reading would be a more
accurate assessment of his condition. He
is exhausted and his morals are low.
God help him, also the Doctors advised
him to sleep so he would feel better.
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We did not ask him about his
assessment of the situation.
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We spoke with him yesterday and I
asked him to represent us with a
summary report assessing the current
salutation, so he did. Since the comrade
Tariq is occupied and can not attend
with us today, I told comrade Kasim that
we will continue today without them.
Comrade Kasim can join us tomorrow
after he supplied us with the needed
material, since he is ill and can use a
needed rest. It is important now that we
conclude our meeting with national and
regional resolutions that would be a
proper finish to this stage.

We should not worry about the situation
in Yemen. In the event that the ruling
party loses power, there should be no
grief or fear, since all the people of
Yemen are with the comrade Saddam
Hussein. When [ talked to comrade
Kasim yesterday | mentioned to him, it
would be excellent if seventy percent or
half of the proposals on the party floor
would pass as resolutions.

Comrade Kasim was delighted to hear
that and was supportive. Although there
is a conspiracy on the borders of .
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Yemen, we should not worry Mr.
president if a very well planned policy is
put together [toward the situation in
Yemen].
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It depends on what we can do, can we
put a well-founded plan. [ wonder how
their party (the party that is in power in
Yemen) is holding out.
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The national leadership should not be
expected to do everything.
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No...the conventional way...
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The ones who are in the trenches would
form the core and play a major role of
how events are shaped. However we as
a national leadership our role is to offer
them advice and support. God willing
everything will go as planned.
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We are tentative in discussing this
subject but it looks like that the nature
of this subject encouraged you to speak
without constraint.

[ think we should try to recall our
understanding of the concept of
democracy; but first let us quickly go
over the concept of freedom. May god
put mercy on the pioneers who took the
issue of freedom as a mandate and
others who participated with them. The
rest took freedom, not democracy as a
goal, since freedom has a border and
more comprehensive meaning than
democracy. Democracy as we know it
by its foreign expression is just the
branch of freedom that represents the
goals of activity, will and expression
among other goals that freedom strives
for; hence democracy does not represent
that comprehensive meaning as the
liberty does.

Democracy with the general
understanding that was relayed to us or
explained to us is a method by which the
people are ruled by the people. We
understood this method as a way of
governing with a prominent presence of
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the people’s voice in an aspect of the
decision making process. In other
words, it is the people participation in
one aspect of decision-making. Which
leads us to understand it is the method
that makes the choice of the people
visible in the decision taken by the
centers of high authority in the
government. This also means that this is
how much influence the people have on
the decision taken by the centers of high
authority in the government and the
people’s direct and indirect role in
shaping that decision.

People do not express themselves in a
direct way. Democracy is often talked
about as means the people use to express
their opinion directly. However, the fact
of the matter is that people do not
express their opinion directly; but rather
indirectly, either by electing
representatives in a parliament or
voicing their views using the public
opinion through newspapers, gatherings,
speeches and so on.

All these means we mentioned are
indirect means of representation, which
brings us to a side of this subject that
would be beneficent and useful to us
when we discuss the coming topic,
which is the democracy implementation
in the party and the democracy
implementation to represent the people.
In my estimate, there are not two
democracies but there is only one
democracy. However, how democracy is
expressed in one area of an application
is different from how it is expressed in
another. Democracy is expressed in the
party according to the system of the
party. Democracy is expressed by the
people in a nation according to the
capacity of the people, since the nation
is a broader entity and does include the
party within itself.

Whenever the west practices democracy
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the west is practicing centralism. The
west created the supporting foundations
of centralism and developed as they
used them and established them earlier
with democracy. Although armies with
their structure and arms are not part of
democracy in the legal sense, they are
established in the constitutional sense
and in the practical sense as part of
democracy. The decision to use force or
not to use force is not made according to
the understanding of democracy but
according to the circumstances of the
situation.

Some would argue that free speech
could not take place without means of
protection. Consistent police, security
forces, and the means they use are
ranging from jail to ease dropping,
detective work, arrests, chasing and the
use of fire arms are all legally accepted
within the laws of all independent
countries.

The means of how the government is
expressed so it would represent one
aspect of the people’s choice or the
means of how democracy is expressed
have evolved and was all put along with
other means of governing into one
understanding that is called democracy.
The western countries take the issue of
democracy in other countries as an issue
that it needs to be addressed because
they can use this issue through their
stronger influence to perforate those
other countries and achieve their
agenda. However, if the converse is true
and those other countries had the ability
to do likewise, then the west would have
acted differently toward democracy as a
mean by which the people can express
their opinion in governing or in decision
making.

The practical side of this argument is as
important as the theoretical side and is
showing in today’s world. We can see
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through these examples better, since we
know by now that those western
governments and rulers use concepts
(like democracy) embedded with
agendas that serve their needs. In other
words by now we can understand some
of what takes place in the west.

The same argument can be said as well
when we talk about liberalism. The
west calls for liberalism to be
implemented in politics, ideology, other
matters and primarily in economics,
however they issue resolutions that
contradict with the free market concepts
to protect their economy.

Japan, France, and the United States
issue resolutions to protect their
economy, some of those resolutions
would go as far as using the military
draft, threats, and including using
military force.

We can understand from all this and in
broader terms that expressions in life are
connected to the thoughts of people who
generate them and those thoughts are
not too far off their environment in any
shape or form.

Meaning that environment affects a
human being, since the way he thinks
and envision things are relative to his
surrounding.

Despite of all that, people enact laws
that they think they are favorable, not
just for their countries [surrounding] but
also for other countries.

We agree that nationalism and
patriotism is used to express the specific
characteristics of each nation and we do
not use the call for one country and one
nation to generalize those
characteristics. We should use the same
argument to call for democracy to be
specific according to each country’s
circumstance, specific historical stage of
its people’s evolution, and relative to its
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people’s specific vision.

Democracy should not be discussed as
an absolute law that is suitable for all
circumstances and conditions; but it
should be understood as a concept that
would allow a nation to govern itself
and achieve its goals while enduring
minimum loss and sacrifice.

Bureaucracy that came to being in the
west, the dictatorships that followed,
and the alliances between segments of
the people and the rulers [so the ruler
would be the sole decision maker] left
the people’s point of view out of the
decision making process. Therefore
people in the west saw the democracy as
the means that would guarantee the
people participation with a broader
sense in the decision making process.
The essence of human understanding or
the maturity of human kind allowed the
west to understand how to let their
people participate in the decision
making according to their stage of
evolution and relevant to the way they
think. Moreover, it allowed them to
understand how to provide freedom and
the vision of democracy for their people.
In conclusion, any expression of
democracy is absolute in a sense that it
allows people to participate in the
decision making process and relative in
a sense that the participation is
implemented according to the stage.
The party, when it comes to its own
internal affairs, should participate in the
decisions that draws the road map of the
party intellectually, politically, and
including the logistic issues that
influence this process.

It is safe to say that when more than one
person is involved in making the
decision, it will not be without some
democracy nor will it be without
centralism. However, in certain stages
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the majority opinion will get more
attention and have more say in decision
making. This is a natural thing that it is
associated with the relative condition
and is acceptable even if that condition
continues to exist as long as the decision
makers allow the majority to have a say
in the process of that decision.

As the nature of the decision making
process dictates, there is a tendency to
decrease the number of people involved
in the process until sometimes they are
decreased to one. Meaning it is the
human tendency of the rulers for not
favoring the majority to make the
decision; but the human and practical
tendency in their life is to decrease the
number of people involved in making
the decision.

Therefore, we should not forget the role
of majority in the decision making even
though some circumstances dictates to
decrease the number of people involved
and that number could be decreased to
one. This majority role is the central
foundation that we should protect.

The idea of liberalism was originally to
defend people against autocracy and its
alliances hence, it is a symbol for
struggle and became a concept of
government. In a situation in which a
party that leads itself to power expresses
[implements] the concept of liberalism
in a way different from the way that
another party in another situation in
which it is facing a hostile dictatorship
would express [implement] the same
concept. It would be a grave mistake if
we think that both situations should be
expressed the same way; but both
situations should involve the true
participation of the people in the
decision making process.

Furthermore, people should be given the
freedom of leadership participation that
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would allow their leadership awareness
to mature. When a party clashes with a
dictatorial system that leashes its

apparatuses against it, that party would
put democracy as priority in its agenda.

However, if the same party (another
party with identical ideology) would
face conspiracy when it leads the
government in another country, it would
have no choice but to decrease the role
of decision makers. There is no
discrepancy between both cases.

The case in which the party is engaged
in secrete struggle, its activities are
banned publicly and is facing a
dictatorial system, and between the
other case in which the party is ruling a
country and facing conspiracy by
entities that some of it are foreign.

The circumstances of the situation will
decide if this human delima is relative or
absolute [specific to the situation or
general].

Out of all this, the most alarming issue
that faces the national leadership is the
leadership identity is expressed in one
country while its spirit is present in all
other Arabic countries.

How do we go about solving this
dilemma or contradiction as it is called
by some think tanks? In one hand, the
Baathists cannot gain control of the
government in some countries and are
faced with making decisions dictated by
the needs to rule on the other hand, and
the essence of the matter, which is the
participation of the people in decision-
making and the majority deciding the
outcome of any resolution on the other
hand.

The lack of emphasis to well explain
this dilemma in a high state of
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awareness, it could put the party in a
high state of disturbance. That could
lead to more contrast between party
segments, which are in basic agreement
and eventually would cause the party to
drift intellectually apart.

In circumstances or in any
circumstances that the specific and the
general are not present ..,

...[The recording is interrupted]...

..One and the ability to be expressed in
one personality, hence there is no harm
in the specific and the general to be
present even if they are not all in one
personality; nor the whole, the practical
steps, the cases that are as absolute as a
law, and cases that are relative to its
own circumstances. Therefore, within
the party or within the leadership of the
party those concepts cannot be at all
circumstances and conditions in one
personality.

There should be a leadership. There
should be central leadership that can
comprehend and relate to the private, the
general, the whole, the absolute, the
relative, steps to be taken in abnormal
situations, and the steps to be taken in
everyday situations. Additionally the
action that needs to be taken in the
appropriate place and time and in its
future historical frame.

Because the concept of a government is
broader than one apparatus or authority.
The government, through its
apparatuses, gets involved in daily life
details that would prevent the concerned
entities from looking at the whole or big
picture as they are occupied with the
specific and circumstantial. Revolutions
stray away from their goals when their
leaderships are driven to think in one
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dimension.

As those leaderships are so
overwhelmed with details that they will
not be able to see the whole picture not
just in the present time but also in the
future. The converse is true, when they
are overwhelmed and polarized with the
big picture with no presence of the
practical, and specific as the
circumstantial needs dictate, the
revolution will collapse.

The revolution could collapse even
though the political appearance of
events does not indicate that the
revolution has strayed away. The
revolution could collapse because the
leadership is not wise. If the revolution
leadership does know how to deal with
the needs of the situation according to
the conditions, resources and
circumstances then the leadership will
be described as wise.

We are in need of the absolute and the
relative to be present. If we looked hard
into the absolute and relative together in
one frame or we looked to the relative as
it serves the goals of the absolute, we
would conclude that within the political
scope the high principles are the most
important issue that could take the
meaning of the absolute.

The absolute from the point of view of
politicians that calls for political
principles, not the ones that do not have
principles.

We do not mean the godly or spiritual
absolute but the absolute that carries the
meaning of absolute in the sense of long
historical continuity. Out of our three
main principles [the motto of the baath
party], unity is the one meaning which is
carried more within our description of
absolute.

In the context of one country, people in
the same nation may not agree on how
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to express issues but should not disagree
how to express themselves when it
comes to the issue of them being part of
one country. Therefore, their expression
of belonging to the one nation [the Arab
world] should be stronger than their
expression of belonging to their own
countries.

Accordingly we see on the level of
patriotism, the unity of one country is
the issue which carries on most absolute
within its meaning and any other issue is
debatable or can be discussed back and
forth even if sometimes that would lead
to extremes.

However when the country is in danger
of being parted out or part of it is being
taken, there should be no disagreement
between different parties and this is how
patriotism and treason are set apart.

Let us look at Shoukhobia in Georgia as
a relative expression to the situation he
is in, after he parted out with
Shefernatza he elected to fight the
separatists first then fight Shefernatza
afterwards. He elected to take those
actions so it will not be recorded against
him in history that he was not a patriot.
When people in the west talk about
democracy, generally they mean the
democracy that could be exported to
other countries. This kind of democracy
would be used to perforate other
countries’ societies to serve a political
agenda. However, they do not talk
about the specifics of democracy or the
native democracy or the national
democracy because they can not use it to
perforate other societies since it takes
into account the relative situations in
dealing with the circumstances without
leaving out the absolute aspect in the
sense of continuity of the original
meanings. Those meaning that would
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confirm the foundation of democracy.
The westerners practice democracy in
the smallest scale on the higher political
levels because the fact of the matter they
often practice democracy within a two
party system in which both parties carry
out the same ideology.

Capitalism and its influence in
liberalism. Pardon, I mean liberalism
and its influence in capitalism and in
otherwise.

Policy makers in the west are calling to
export the same concepts to other
countries, even though the historical
evolution, social conditions, economic
conditions and political conditions differ
from one country to another and they
manipulate those concepts to serve a
pure political agenda.

However, their agents [he refers to some
leaders of third world countries as
agents to western governments] practice
policies in their countries in a sharp
contrast with what those western leaders
are calling for and those leaders would
ignore those actions because that would
serve their interest and secure their
goals. There are many examples of such
situations where the western leaders
supported unconditionally their allied
governments regardless of what kind of
regimes these are, even if they were
communists.

However, if the people are convinced
with the communist ideology, it does not
make it right to try to bring down that
communist regime.

Hence, the strategic interest controls
how the decision makers in the west
implement their ideologies to serve a
strategic interest for their own countries
and not for anything else.

Thus this scheme is to be used by them
only and not by the others, regardless
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who can implement it or not or who
would or would not.

Therefore, the intellectual proposal of
the west in the context of a country is
not genuine and does not carry within
the true nature of the situation except the
headline because it’s from the start a
self-serving proposal that is tied to the
strategy of those western countries to
achieve their own national goals.

It is not possible for an outsider to
realize his national goals in the context
of a country and the citizens that belong
to that country without harming other
countries’ interest in the process.

They do not go out of their borders to
help other nations but to serve their own
national interest.

Even the concept of the party carries the
relative theoretical meaning of
democracy.

Why do policy makers in the west use
the party system and do not interact with
the people directly even though they
believe in liberalism, in the absolute, in
the expression of government, the
government relation to people and the
role of people in decision making within
the context of democracy.

The answer is that they found out that
there is a need for centralism; so, they
used the party system to fill that need.
At first, they used the party system as a
mean of struggle to achieve a noble
cause then it became a basic need as
they assumed as an apparatus to rule
with.

Their assumption was correct since there
is more discipline on the party than on
the general public level. Accordingly,
they formed two different entities. One
is a party for the people (the commonly
known party that usually runs a
campaign for elections) and the other
one is a party for the governing
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authority. The latter is represented by
the police force, the firepower of police,
the jail system, and the role they play,
and additionally the army and its
weapons and the role, they play inside
and outside the country.

Centralism is present in every regime;
furthermore the concept of a
government is a case of centralism that
nations need to secure their goals
according to their situation.

There is no freedom without
government and the government has to
adopt certain centralized policies to
guarantee that freedom would take its
course. When parties were first ever
formed, the idea of a party system is an
idea practically that leans towards
centralism within the context that we are
talking about. That context is the
subject of democracy, centralized
democracy, and democratic centralism.

The majority expression in the decision
making process and the need for it takes
a meaning close to the absolute or in
other words the long uninterrupted
continuity. This continuity would be
within the legal practical context as it is
associated with its own situation.

When we talk about different nations,
each one of them is a case, it is not just
tied to its situation but tied to how far of
a history it is going back to. However,
after the people of the world have gotten
rid of the concepts of divine
authorization, the absolute ruler, the
ruler and who serve the ruler, they all
directed their attention to the role of
majority in shaping the decision making
process.

In the context of the majority shaping
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the decision- making process, centralism
became a necessity that would balance
the role of the majority through a
designated system.

As we deal with the people in enacting
laws, governing while considering the
majority role in shaping the decision
making process, we should also deal
with the party likewise putting more
emphasis on the role of the majority in
the decision making process.

It is obvious that there is a society and a
party. In the party centralism plays a
greater role of democracy and
centralism within the people. In unions,
the role of centralism is similar to the
role it plays in the government. The
emphasis we put on the role of the
majority and its implementation within
the party is clearly equal in importance
to the need of democracy and
centralism.

In governments, those concepts are not
good enough; there is a need for a
system of laws and constitution within
the government to express those
concepts and secure their
implementation. The format that those
concepts are expressed by is guaranteed
by resolutions, plans, and the internal
policies of the party.

Within the life of the party, there is a
reference point [formed by the will of
the majority] that we resort to. In the
government, this reference point is the
constitution and within the party it is the
internal bylaws.

To achieve a balance there should be
next to the private aspect or in more
accurate terms the party should not
surpass its limits but it should have a
general aspect as it plays the role of the
leader and as the party internal fabric in
a developed way should play a
satisfactory leadership role in the broad
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general medium.

This is the issue that I wanted to
comment on in this assembly after it
meets again.
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I have a simple comment my president. |
believe we have to point out the
differences between majority
participation and between the strategic
plan or the general outline of a phase or
a stage and between the participation of
the majority in elements that would be
part of this strategy.
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As we have said earlier, there would be
a distribution of the workload in a
centralized democracy. There are cases
in which the roles are shared and others
in where they are not shared, meaning
the will be preformed only by the people
and not by the higher authorities.
Moreover, there are roles that are
preformed by the higher authorities and
not by the people.

I believe that our party in the present
state even after all the evolution that has
been undertaken is still considering the
majority opinion only on the lower
levels, the member’s level, in which
resolutions and strategies are decided.
The Baath party has rights and
obligations the, the rights of the
members are to participate in the
regional leadership, the regional
assembly and the national assembly,
also to participate in making strategies
relating to politics, religion, economics
and everything else.

However, the role of the regional or the
branch leadership in a region in the
execution of single items according to
the resolutions does not require this
leadership to gather the members and
discuss those items or take the majority
opinion on those items.

The higher leadership in some occasions
could authorize the regional leadership
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to take what actions it thinks are best,
without taking into account the opinion
of the majority in the decision making
process. Those actions in the practical
sense are a representative of centralism;
but in essence, they are necessary steps
to serve democracy and to enhance the
success of the majority opinion in
decision-making process. Those
decisions have to be executed in timely
and precise manner to insure the success
of the experiment and the march.
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Mr. President | agree with you in that
democracy and centralism in the party
form the outline but not the inevitable
priorities and centralism is not a static
solid concept. This will help our party to
comprehend and react to any evolution
or change in humanity.
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Certainly, the issues that we are facing
now are not the same issues we were
facing 20 or 25 years ago. However,
practically those issues have been
comprehended by the general outline of
the party and our law that is represented
in the regime. Those issues were
comprehended because the party basic
fabric is evolving according to the need
of the society and it is not acceptable for
the party evolution to be lagging too far
of everything else.

Accordingly, what we have changed in
the system and in the constitution in this
assembly was only to the duration of a
new stage. Those changes did not
surpass the essence as much as it did
comprehend the new human
international and social status.
Sometimes important decisions that are
not made by the majority and appear
that are made by the majority and
appears as a product of centralism while
in fact it is a necessity and would act
primarily toward the implementation of
democracy when discussing
fundamental issues.
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Thank you Mr. President.
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Since all the human conceptions have to
be relative, those conceptions will face
risks alongside the successes that they
have encountered. Those risks are the
result of the application of an idea in
which the description of the process
thinking is not accurate.

We see that the process of human
thinking evolves continuously and life
its elements. If the relative is present in
the background of the human being
according to the meanings that is
available in the contexts of democracy
and centralism, then I believe that the
only thing that could match in
importance is the practice of centralism
when it is dictated to do so. Additionally
not to forget the historical role in the
expression of the opinion of the majority
in the natural context and circumstances.
The concerned parties should not forget
the need......

[END OF RECORDING]




