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In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful 

 

Please open [illegible] 

(Personal and Secret) 

The Honorable Vice Chairman of the Revolutionary Command Council 

Latif 

[Signatory] 

Haytham al-Nasiri 

JAN 23 
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(1) 

Secret and Personal 

The Honorable comrade Saddam Husayn 

Greetings: 

Subject/ Recent events in Yemen and some observations about these events 

Those who follow the course of events in the Yemeni arena will not be surprised by what 

happened recently. These events are taking place as a result of the machinations of the reactionary regime 

of Saudi Arabia against Yemen. Our comrades have noticed that the reactionary Saudi Arabian regime 

has definitely started to lose its grip on its even-handed policy. Thus it began acting irrationally as the 

regime became concerned about the temporary calm which was evident during last month. There is no 

doubt that Saudi Arabia realizes that behind the calmness there are storms lurking. Therefore, it seems 

that Saudi Arabia has decided to instigate things on the ground, and put pressure on others to reveal their 

plans through this provocation. 
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(2) 

Secret and Personal 

The Saudi Arabian regime has resorted to a new method of exerting pressure on the regime in 

San'a and on honorable nationalist figures. Saudi Arabia has realized that the policy of tempting and 

bribing is no longer effective. Public opposition had reached its peak, and Saudi Arabia felt that time was 

not on its side. So Saudi Arabia pursued an overt course of action by assassinating opposition figures 

starting with Mr. `Abdallah Hamran, who was shot thirty times but miraculously survived. The incident 

took place in front of the house of comrade `Abd-al-Rahman. It became apparent to everyone that the 

Saudi Military Attaché and the head of Yemeni intelligence were involved in this incident. However, 

President 'Ali `Abdallah Salih, did not hesitate to say to Hamran; am not able to protect you, and the 

brothers are saying that you have become a Baathist and an Iraqi." President Salih suggested to Hamran to 

leave the country and go to Sudan as ambassador. Other figures in Parliament and the Council of 

Ministers were directly threatened by the Saudi Military Attaché who accused them of being linked to 

Iraq and the Baathists. 
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(
3
) 

Facing all of these challenges and provocations, comrades and allies have tried and are still trying to 

pursue a policy of restraint in order to counter any Saudi move and to work quietly according to the plan 

despite all difficulties. 

On 5 OCT, our comrades and allies held a meeting to discuss current circumstances and new 

developments, and the relationship between what is happening and the new reactionary course of Saudi 

Arabia. Also, they discussed the military situation and noted the following: 

(1) The extent of the disintegration of the armed forces far exceeds what had taken place during previous 

periods, as well as the extent of divided loyalties among combat brigades around San'a. 

(2) It was confirmed that Ahmad Nasad al-Jarbani is going to carry out a coup, and that Muhammad al-

Ansi, the commander of the Republican Guard, and Muhammad al-Sanbani are also working to promote 

their own interests. 

(3) An assessment of the situation confirmed that al-Ghashmi forces are also active in establishing 

alliances with other forces for the purpose of creating the right circumstance on the ground for `Abd-al-

`Aziz al-Ghashmi, the commander of the Dala' forces. 
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(4) 

(4) The reactionary regime of Saudi Arabia is naturally prepared to escalate the issues to the brink of 

disaster and to prepare al-Sanbani to take over power from 'AU `Abdallah Salih. 

(5) Despite the pretension of Al-Anasi establishing an alliance with al-Sanbani, Al-Anasi is awaiting the 

opportunity to get rid of both 'Ali `Abdallah Salih and al-Sanbani to assume power. 

Based on this situation, the following was agreed on during the meeting: 

(A) Closely follow up on developments and maintain a high level of vigilance and alertness. 

(B) Prepare leadership elements for any possibility in order to confront the situation and to react to curtail 

the operation and change the outcome to our benefit. 
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(

5
) 

(C) We have to muster our power and prepare our members by mobilizing them in a manner that will not 

attract attention and make them ready to confront urgent situations. 

(D) Temporary changes are not going to stop us and we must continue implementing the previous work 

plan. 

(E) There is a possibility that the operation might be carried out when the president travels to attend the 

upcoming summit. Therefore, a meeting is going to take place in the coming few days between Muhsin, 

Qasim and Mujahid in a location that has not been determined yet where all the details are going to be 

discussed. Also, they are concerned that Saudi Arabia might be preparing for a similar operation. They 

requested to study the issue and provide instructions. 

(F) The following has been agreed on during the aforementioned meeting: 

Establish a Presidential Council consisting of the following: 

(1) Muhsin, President 

(2) Qasim,  member  

(3) Makki ,  member  

(4) R u b a ' i ,  m e m b e r  (5) `Arshi, member Establish 

a higher Defense Council consisting of the following: 

 

 

 

Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English



CRRC  SH-SPPC-D-000-796 Page 8 

 

 (6) 

(1)  Mujahid, President 

(2)  Ramhi al-Mutawakkil 

(3)  Muhammad Abu-Lahum 

(4)  'Ali al-Shibah 

(5)  'Ali al-Haymi 

(6)  Ahmad al-Rahumi 

(7)  Dirham Ni'man 

(8)  `Abdu-al-`Azizi al-Barti 

(9) Ahmad Salih Duwayd 

 Al-Ahmar will lead the parliament 

 Makki will form the government 

 We agreed on the general guidelines in details to carry out the mission. 

 The leadership of the party held a meeting and decided to create a work group consisting of three to five 

groups whose function is deterrence and to perform specific tasks in case of emergency situations. The 

leadership made the recommendation to allocate $100,000 to establish hideouts, obtain weapons and 

provide means of transportation for these groups. Also, the leadership made the recommendation to 

allocate $30,000 for monthly expenses. 
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(
7
) 

All of this happened before the last failed coup. 

*The attempted coup and its ramifications:  

*The failed coup attempt took place under the leadership of Lieutenant Colonel Ahmad Nasad al-Jarbani 

and his proxy ally Major Muhsin Falah, commander of the military police. Some even say that Captain 

`Abd-al-`Aziz al-Ghashmi, the commander of Dala' forces, also took part in the attempted coup. 

*The action started at about 5:00am when the house of the president came under heavy artillery 

bombardment as the insurgents thought that the president was is in his bedroom at the time. They were 

not aware that the president was in Saudi Arabia. 

* While the artillery shelling was going on, armored vehicles moved to engage the coup plotters. Also, 

aircraft flew over the headquarters building and other sensitive sites in the capital to provide air cover for 

the armor fighting the coup plotters. Moreover, the Deputy Chief of Staff, `Abd al-`Aziz al-Barti, played a 

prominent and an important role in foiling the coup attempt and regaining control of the situation. 
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(8) 

 The initial reports confirmed that Lieutenant Colonel Nasad is one of al-Hamdi's supporters. However, 

Nasad's alliance with Muhsin Falah and `Abd-al-`Aziz al-Ghashmi is based on their tribal relationship as 

they are all from the Hamdan tribe. Each one of them began to feel that his position is at risk. 

 There is no doubt that Mujahid al-Qahali benefited from the contradiction existing between the coup 

plotters and 'Ali `Abdullah Salih. Mujahid al-Qahali supported the coup plotters and as a result the 

regime in `Aden, clamped down on them. 

 The regime in `Aden is meticulously monitoring and tracking our activity and is distributing thousands 

of automatic rifles and large quantities of ammunition. The regime found that people are willing to take 

arms and ammunition. The regime in `Aden considered this development as a conduit to entering the 

northern and east northern regions. Also, the regime in `Aden is diligently working in order to provoke us 

and reveal our plan in these regions. Therefore, the coup attempt is part of the plan. 
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(
9
) 

The regime in `Aden is very keen to incite trouble in the arena in the current circumstance and to abort 

the plans of others. The regime in `Aden considers this approach to be vital, especially after the 

conference of the Yemeni Socialist Party was held and the dichotomy of party politics that emerged from 

this conference. 

* The coup attempt gave the reactionary regime of Saudi Arabia a golden opportunity to undermine 

nationalist forces, especially to continue to provoke us by lumping us under the umbrella of coup plotters 

and conspirators. The Saudi regime acted in the name of preserving legitimacy, protecting the regime and 

maintaining law and order. 

* The regime in `Aden was successful in creating an uncertain situation in San'a', while the Saudi 

reactionary regime was successful to a great extent in exploiting the outcome of the attempted coup. 

Saudi Arabia instigated its proxies to carry out a wide scale detention campaign against anyone whether 

military personnel or civilians who are suspected of having ties to the coup plotters. Information is 

indicating that the casualties of the attempted coup are 60 dead military personnel, 300 military detainees, 

200 civilians, and 70 paratroopers. In addition, the authority started to arrest our comrades. 
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(10) 

So far three of our comrades got arrested and one of them was released the day before yesterday. Despite 

the categorical affirmation by some of the officials that the Baathists are not involved in the coup attempt, 

the reactionary regime of Saudi Arabia is trying through all means to implicate the party and Iraq in the 

coup attempt. This is apparent from what happened to the Iraqi Consul at the San'a airport two days ago 

and the decision to close the Iraqi consulate. They attempted to cover up the decision to close the Iraqi 

consulate by linking it to the closure of both the Soviet and Egyptian consulates. Basically, we are the 

target and the intention is to provoke Iraq prior to the convening of the conference of foreign ministers 

and the Arab summit. 

*As you know the latest Iraqi initiative made Iraq the only power broker in the Yemeni arena with no 

rival which unsettled the reactionary regime of Saudi Arabia and put Saudi Arabia in an untenable 

position. The result of that is what we see as evident by the irresponsible actions of the state apparatus and 

regime proxies in San'a'. 
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*We believe that the arrest operation and all the harassment perpetrated against our comrades and Iraqi 

establishments in Yemen are for the following purposes: 

(1) On one hand it is to provoke the party, its followers and supporters, and to test the party's ability and 

its reaction. And on the other hand it is to destroy the relationship between Iraq and Yemen prior to the 

convening of the summit. 

(2) The attempt by the reactionary regime of Saudi Arabia to isolate and totally contain Yemen. 

(3) To foment events in the Yemeni arena in order to divert the attention of the Arab nation toward the 

southern region of the Arabian Peninsula. This move aims to distract attention to the Camp David 

Accords and to embroil the Arab revolutionary movement in unimportant events by escalating and 

straining the relationship between the north and the south, and by polarizing the atmosphere prior to the 

convening of the Baghdad summit. 
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 (12) 

There are numerous indications that point to the following: 

(A)'Abd-al-Qawi Makkawi moved from Cairo to Jiddah and announced the formation of a government in 

exile which according to his statements, will lead the opposition in order to bring down the Marxist 

regime in `Aden. 

(B) Groups of southern mercenaries, those who have allied themselves with the Saudi plan from the time 

of southern independence to the present, have moved and have positioned themselves on the north east 

borders of `Aden. 

(C) Forcing the Sana'a's government to position massive military forces on `Aden's southern borders and 

on the northern borders near the second and third governorates using the slogan of cleansing the middle 

region from "the revolutionary fighters". 

(D) Escalate the media attack against `Aden by broadcasting from the San'a and Riyadh radio stations, 

and from the secret radio station known as "the voice of the free south". 

*The reactionary regime of Saudi Arabia is aware of our action but is not able to stop it. That's why Saudi 

Arabia seems to want to drag us into a confrontation in this current circumstance. And by doing so, the 

Saudi regime will achieve the following: 
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(13) 

(1) Deliver a painful blow to the party and to nationalist and allied forces. 

(2) Settling of accounts with `Aden and destabilizing the Yemeni arena. 

(3) The attempt to create internal divisions on the ground in Yemen in order to create a situation that 

is conducive to implementing the American imperialist plan in this region. 

(4) To sabotage the Baghdad summit. This summit represents a major embarrassing factor for Saudi 

Arabia in front of its masters, the imperialist Americans. 

*Based on the aforementioned, we believe that it is necessary to remain calm and avoid being rash, and to 

follow a course, according to our plan and our agenda, in the arena despite all provocations. Detentions 

strength the party and the provocation of Iraq in dramatic ways as has been seen during the past two days, 

instills a new stature in the hearts of the Yemeni public and expands its scope, as well as deepening the 

party's relation with our public support base inside the country. 

Please review and provide the necessary guidance as you may see fit. 

Best regards, 

Dah. Fah Qasim Salam [TC: Dah and Fah is letters of the Arabic alphabet.] 

19 OCT 78 
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