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Page 1 of 56 

Information published today, Thursday, in the New York paper, that an American secret 

intelligence official put forth a plan for assassinating the President of the Republic of 

Iraq, Saddam Hussein. As they were passing through Baghdad to Kuwait during the 

months prior to the Gulf War, the mission required the American Army and Navy's 

Special Forces elements to shoot down Saddam Hussein's helicopter with missiles. This 

was confirmed by selections from the book written by a defense matters specialist, 

Douglas Waller, entitled The Special Units / The History of American Soldiers from the  
Inside which states that satellites were used to receive the President of Iraq [article is cut 

off midway through the sentence]. . . 
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Secret and Immediate Message 

Date / 9 October 1995 

From / Military Intelligence Directorate 

To / F2 (Intelligence) — F5 (Intelligence) — Military Intelligence Directorate, North — 

Bureau 5 — Bureau 7 

Information:- 

Message number / Sh 3 / Q / 2 / 17 / 6934 / 
The Security Council in Al Ta'meem informed us, by way of the Military Intelligence 

Directorate — East, of the following: There are indications that one of the fugitive 

members of leadership arrived at the Rafah Military Base in Saudi Arabia announcing 

that something will happen in Iraq. He encouraged groups to hand out hostile 

propaganda and weapons throughout the marshes of the Qaar province. Others were 

spread to the remaining provinces to carry out assassination operations on groups of party 

members before elections were held, in addition to carrying out other sabotage 

operations. 

Please take the necessary actions and adhere to orders. 

[Signature] 

Staff Major General 
Acting Military Intelligence Director 

9 October 1995 

[Handwriting at bottom of page: 

Yes, write a suggestion 

Mr. Bureau Director:  

I suggest forwarding the aforementioned information to F3 and F4. Please review and 

receive. (Signature) 10 October 1995. 

Deliver to Mr. Director of Bureau 5 and he will forward it to F3 and F4. 

(Signature) 10 October 1995.] 
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Secret 

Military Intelligence Directorate 

Number / Sh. / Q 1 / 30557 

Date / 9 October 1995 

To / Fifth Bureau 

Subject / Information 

The Military Intelligence Directorate — East provided us with the following information 

from the Security Council in Al Ta'meem: 

One of the members of the leadership who fled from Iraq arrived at the Rafah Military 

base in Saudi Arabia to inform them that something will happen in Iraq. He encouraged 

groups to hand out hostile propaganda and weapons throughout the marshes in the Qaar 

province. Others were spread to the remaining provinces to carry out assassination 

operations on groups of party members before elections were held, in addition to carrying 

out other sabotage operations. 

Please take the necessary actions and adhere to orders. 

[Signature] 
Major General 

Acting Director of the First Bureau 

9 October 1995 

[Handwritten note at bottom of page: 

Mr. Director of the Bureau:  
Please review and forward suggestions the information to ?? ] 
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Ministry of Defense 

Military Intelligence Directorate 

Number / Sh. 7 / Q 1 / 311 
Date / 24 May 1995 

Secret 

To / Directorate HQ 

Subject / Probably Enemy Intentions 

Your restricted / follow-up / 5169 letter dated 22 May 1995 included the Ministry of 

Defense's response to what was in our Top Secret and Personal letter number 2905 dated 

10 May 1995. Please review. 

[Signature] 

Staff Brigadier General 
Director of the Seventh Bureau 

24 May 1995 
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Republic of Iraq 
Ministry of Defense 

Military Intelligence Directorate 

Number / Follow-up / 5169 

Date/ 22 May 1995 

Restricted 
To / The Seventh Bureau 

Subject! Probable Enemy Intentions 

The Ministry of Defense Cabinet's Top Secret, Personal, and Immediate letter number 

5366 dated 9 May 1995 sent to you with our announcement number 1426, dated 9 May 

1995. 

Please respond in relation to this matter as quickly as possible and inform us. 

Staff Brigadier General 

The Assistant 

21 May 1995 

[Handwritten in right margin: 

Response:  
The Ministry's response is Top Secret and numbered 2905, dated 10 May 1995. 

(Signature) 22 May 1995.] 
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Republic of Iraq 
Ministry of Defense 
(The Cabinet) 
Number/AS Security / 8 / 4 / 5657 
Date / 20 May 1995 

Top Secret and Personal  

To / The Office of the President — The Secretary 
Subject! Probably Enemy Intentions  

We would like to clarify the following: 
1. The Air Force Command provided us with the attached report regarding the 

possibility of the American enemy carrying out hostile operations in Iraq, using 
the American prisoners as an excuse for its unjust aggression. 

2. We combined the opinions from each of the following; the Intelligence Service, 
the Air Defense Command, and the Military Intelligence Directorate regarding 
what was contained in the aforementioned report. Their responses include the 
following:- 

a. Intelligence Service 
The Intelligence Service did not have any information pointing to this 
conclusion, except for public statements made by American politicians, 
which cannot be taken seriously. Moreover, the Americans are not 
prepared for military or political losses, and it would not be good for 
Clinton's election. 

b. Air Defense Command 

i. Operations to extract the two prisoners would require a special 
approach by the enemy. Such capabilities are available to the 
American enemy. 

ii. Diplomatic efforts are still underway to solve the problem 
peacefully. If a military effort was to take place, it would be 
preceded by publications and political hype. 

iii. Using anti-aircraft weapons in the Abu Ghraib Prison area gives the 
enemy indications confirming the location of the American 
prisoners in the area, and at the same time would bring undue 
attention and continuous reconnaissance to this area, and there 
aren't any specialized Air Defense weapons. 

iv. We confirmed with the Air Defense Command that all of the Air 
Defense sectors are focusing on exploiting and monitoring 
coalition country aircraft, and specifically taking the necessary 
measures to realize this. 

v. To force the enemy to miss the opportunity, the Air Defense 
Command has suggested to not keep the prisoners in the Abu 
Ghraib Prison, in case the American enemy were to act on a plan 
like this. 
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c. Military Intelligence Directorate  
i. It has information available indicates that the United States has 

assigned its intelligence to carry out the duty of continuously 

monitoring all of the President's family members' movements 

throughout the Middle East with the aim of capturing them in order 

to negotiate the release of the American prisoners. 

ii. The Americans are capable of carrying out the example found in 

the Air Force Command's report. They are capable of supporting 

it in the area with any of the aircraft, weapons, or materials that 

they need to carry out the operation. 

iii. There is no reason or preparation for the losses that they would 

suffer on account of the prisoners unless it was an important 

political or military [gain] deserving of this kind of danger. With 

that, take tangible measures to thwart any type of possible action. 

3. We support the suggestions in paragraph (5) from the report regarding what was 

in paragraph (1) above. 

Please review and let the president inform us on appropriate action for the subject. . .with 

respect. 

Staff General 

'Ali Hassan Al Majeed 

Ministry of Defense 

20 May 1995 

Attachments 

1. Report 

Copy to / 

Intelligence Service / Your Top Secret letter 150/4/13/661 on 14 May 1995. 
Please review. . .with respect. 

Air Force Command / Your Top Secret and Personal letter 53 dated 9 May 1995. 

Please review. . .with respect. 
Air Defense Command / Your Top Secret and Personal letter 175 on 10 May 1995. 

Please review. . .with respect. 

Military Intelligence Directorate / Your Top Secret and Personal letter 905 dated 10 May 

1995. 
Please review. . .with respect. 
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Republic of Iraq 
Ministry of Defense 

The Cabinet 

Top Secret, Personal and Immediate 

10 May 1995 
To / Seventh Bureau 

Please review and do what is necessary. 
[Signature] 

Staff Brigadier General 

Acting Assistant 

9 May 1995 

To / Intelligence Service 

Subject / Probable Enemy Intentions 

The Minister of Defense has reviewed the Air Force Command's Top Secret and 

Personal letter 53 dated 9 May 1995. Attached is a report which discusses the probability 

of the American enemy performing hostile operations on Iraq. Attached are two copies 

of the following:- 

(the [military] Intelligence and [civilian] Intelligence's opinions, and do the Americans 

have the capability to carry something like this out? With something like this are they 

prepared for the losses that they will suffer from it.) 

Please review and inform us. . .with respect. 

Attachments  

(1) copy of the attached letter with its attachment 

Staff Major General 
Hazim `Abid Al Razaq Shehab 

Secretary General of the Ministry of Defense 

9 May 1995 

Copy To:  
Military Intelligence Directorate / We sent you the aforementioned Air Force 

Command's letter. With respect. 
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Republic of Iraq 
Ministry of Defense 
Military Intelligence Directorate 
Number / Sh 7 / Q 1 / 2905 
Date / 10 May 1995 

Top Secret, Personal and Urgent 
To / The Cabinet of the Ministry of Defense 

Subject / Probable Enemy Intentions 

Your Top Secret, Personal, and Immediate letter / Intelligence and Security / 9 / 5 / 5366 
dated 9 May 1995. 

1. We have received information indicating that the United States had assigned its 
intelligence to carry out a mission to continuously monitor all of the President's family 
members in the Middle east with the intent to capture them to negotiate for the return of 
the American prisoners. We sent this to you in our Top Secret and Personal letter 384 on 
12 April 1995. 

2. The Americans are capable of carrying out the example found in the Air Force 
Command's report. They are capable of supporting it in the area with any of the aircraft, 
weapons, or materials that they need to carry out the operation. 

3. There is no reason or preparation for the losses that they would suffer on account of 
the prisoners unless it was an important political or military [gain] deserving of this kind 
of danger. With that, take tangible measures to thwart any type of possible action. 
Please Review, with respect. 

[Signature] 
Staff Lieutenant General 
Military Intelligence Directorate 
10 May 1995 
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Ministry of Defense 
Air Defense Command 

Office of the Commander 

Number: 175 

Date: 10 May 1995 

Top Secret and Personal 

To / Cabinet of the Ministry of Defense 

Subject / Probable Enemy Intentions 

The Air Intelligence and Reconnaissance System's Top Secret and Personal letter 53 

dated 9 May 1995, we would like to discuss the following 

1. Freeing the American prisoners would require a special air mission out of the 

necessity of this danger. The Americans possess the capabilities to carry this out. 

2. At this time there are ongoing diplomatic negotiations attempting to solve this 

issue peacefully. Before undertaking a military solution a media and political 

campaign would have to precede it. 

3. Positioning anti-aircraft weapons in the area of the Abu Ghraib Prison gives the 

enemy evidence of the whereabouts of the American prisoners. To place [anti-

aircraft weapons] in this area would draw undue attention to this area, as it has 

been surveyed in the past and they know it has nothing to do with air defense. 

4. We have reiterated to all air defense units the importance of focusing on 

exploiting and observing coalition aircraft, especially helicopters and taking the 

proper measures in their regard. 

5. In order to take the opportunity away from the enemy, we suggest not leaving the 

prisoners in the Abu Ghraib Prison if they are there, in case it is highly probably 

that the American enemy would go to such measures. 

Please review. . .with appreciation. 

Staff Major General 

Mandi Saleh Fathi 

10 May 1995 

Copy To! 

Air Force Command – Please review. . .with appreciation. And your letter above. 

Military Intelligence Directorate General—please review. . .with appreciation. 

[Handwritten notes in bottom right margin: 

Q 1 

1. Under the Ministers' Cabinet's Top Secret and Personal response 2905 dated 10 May 

1995 regarding the subject. 
2. Follow up with procedures. 13 May 1995] 

Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English



CRRC  SH-GMID-D-000-489 Page 11 

 

Page 13 of 56 
Top Secret and Personal 

Ministry of Defense 

Air Force Command 

Organization 
Air Reconnaissance and Intelligence 

Number! Sh 1/ Q 4! 53 [Handwritten to the side J 38/1 998/5/11] 

Date! 9 May 1995 

To/ The Ministry of Defense Cabinet 

Subject / Probable Enemy Intentions 

Attached is the report on the American enemy's probability of executing their offensive 

acts on Iraq using the American prisoners as an excuse. 

Please review. . .with regards. 

[Handwritten in right margin: Study the report and give your opinion. 9 May 1995.] 

Staff Major General Pilot 

Khaldun Khutab Bakir 

Air Force Commander 

May 1995 

Copy to/ 
Air Defense Command 

Military Intelligence Directorate General 

Attached is a copy of the report for review, 

with respect. 
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Top Secret and Personal 

Report on Probable Enemy Intentions  
1. The report states that the enemy's probable intentions continue towards Iraq, and 

one of the issues that the United States is using as a cover to carry out their hostile 

intentions is the issue of the two Americans serving their sentence in the Abu 

Ghraib Prison. 

2. It is probable that the American forces will carry out a special air mission by 

airborne special forces near the Abu Ghraib Prison to free the prisoners. It is 

expected that they will hit our key infrastructures that would cause local 

psychological and material harm. 

3. The Enemy's Capabilities  

a. It is very possible that they will carry out this special mission led by 

American Air Force staff that were used in the Gulf War. Part of their 

plan is to reorganize the American armed forces structure in light of the 

results of the attack. 

b. It is possible that the enemy will use the following planes: 

i. Heavy helicopters (CH-53) with the capacity of carrying 50 

soldiers. 

ii. Two Apache helicopters for firing. 

iii. Black Hawk helicopters for the special operations. 
iv. Transport aircraft (C-130) and also [Specter] aircraft (AC-130) for 

firing. 

v. Fighter aircraft (F-15C, F-16C) for air cover. 
vi. (F-117) used to strike key locations in Baghdad. Missiles could 

also be used for this purpose. 
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c. Intelligence Capabilities  

i. The enemy has detailed information about the Abu Ghraib Prison 

and the surrounding areas. They also have information about the 

security around the prison. That is from their air reconnaissance 

and human intelligence from various diplomatic foreigners, 

inspections teams, and other sources. 

4. The Probability of the Means of Carrying out the Operation  

a. There is a possibility that the operation will be carried out at night to avoid 

the effect of some anti-aircraft weapons. This is without eliminating the 

possibility of its execution at other times, especially during either the first 

or last calls to prayer, or possibly using official holidays to carry out the 

operation. 

b. The helicopters will take off from Saudi territory and from nearby areas 

along the border, knowing the approximate distance from the border to the 

target is about 300 kilometers. The helicopters will be accompanied by 

(C-130s) which will refuel the (CH-53) south of the 32nd parallel and 

before heading to the target area. 

c. The air support aircraft will remain south of the 32' parallel and will not 

infiltrate the target area unless it is after the helicopters have arrived. 

From the beginning this should take 30 minutes. 

d. It is possible that the enemy will take advantage of some agents that speak 

the Iraqi dialect who are dressed in the Iraqi armed forces uniforms with 

the possibility of using vehicles that are similar to the ones used by our 

security forces. 

e. Using the (CH-53) aircraft which are the American's heavier helicopters, 

similar to the ones used by the inspectors located at the Al Rasheed base, 

it is possible that they will use that as a cover for the operation. 
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5. Suggestions  

In order to face a possible attach we suggest the following: 

a. Position appropriate anti-aircraft weapons near the target (Abu Ghraib 

Prison). 

b. Reinforce the ground security around the target area. 

c. Limiting the Iraqi and inspector helicopters near the area within a 

reasonable parameter. 

d. Ensure the various methods of air defense are ready to respond to any 

unusual helicopter activity. 

The Air Reconnaissance and Intelligence Organization 

9 May 1995 
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Republic of Iraq 

Ministry of Defense 

Military Intelligence Directorate General 

Mr. Assistant 

Subject / Probable Enemy Intentions 

1. Regarding the Air Force Command / Air Reconnaissance and Intelligence 

Organization's Top Secret and Personal letter 53 dated 9 May 1995, and its 

attachment, a report on probable enemy intentions to carry out hostile operations 

on Iraq using the American prisoners as an excuse. Included is our summary of 

the most important points in the report: 

a. The American's hostile intentions continue towards Iraq, and the 

American prisoners in Iraq could be used as a cover to carry out hostile 

operations. 

b. It is possible that the American forces will execute their special air 

operation via airborne special forces in (Abi Gareeb) to free the prisoners 

and other hostile operations to lower morale and cause collateral damage. 

c. Enemy Capabilities  
i. It is very likely that these special operations will be lead by 

American Air Force. 
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ii. It is possible they will use the following aircraft: 

1. (CH-53) Helicopters, Apaches and Black Hawks 

2. (C-130) and (AC-130) carrier aircraft 

3. (F-15 and F-16) fighter aircraft 
4. (F-117) Specter 

iii. Intelligence Capabilities  

The enemy has detailed information about the Abu Ghraib Prison 

and surrounding area, in addition to information about the security 

around the prison due to air reconnaissance or human intelligence 

from foreign diplomats, inspectors, and other possible sources. 

d. Probability of Methods of Carrying Out the Operation 
i. There is a possibility that the operation will be carried out at night 

to avoid the effect of some anti-aircraft weapons. This is without 

eliminating the possibility of its execution at other times, 

especially during either the first or last calls to prayer, or possibly 

using official holidays to carry out the operation. 

ii. It is possible that the helicopters will take off from Saudi territory 

with air refueling operations. 

iii. The air support aircraft will remain south of the 32nd parallel and 

will not infiltrate the target area unless it is after the helicopters 

have arrived. 

iv. It is possible that the enemy will take advantage of some agents 

who speak the Iraqi dialect who are dressed in the Iraqi armed 

forces uniforms with the possibility of using vehicles that are 

similar to the ones used by our security forces. 
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v. Using the (CH-53) aircraft which are the American's heavier 

helicopters, similar to the ones used by the inspectors located at the 

Al Rasheed base. 

e. Suggestions  

i. Position appropriate anti-aircraft weapons near the target (Abu 

Ghraib Prison). 

ii. Reinforce the ground security around the target area. 

iii. Limiting the Iraqi and inspector helicopters near the area within a 

reasonable parameter. 

iv. Ensure the various methods of air defense are ready to respond to 

any unusual helicopter activity. 

2. The Air Force Command's aforementioned letter, addressed to the Ministry of 

Defense Cabinet, of which a copy was sent to us and reviewed by the Minister of 

Defense, he ordered the following: "Let the [military] Intelligence and [civilian] 

Intelligence give their opinions on whether the Americans have the capability to 

carry out an event of such magnitude. Do they possess the desire to pay the price 

entailed with such an endeavor?" According to the Cabinet's Top Secret and 

Personal letter 5366, dated 9 May 1995. 

3. The General Opinion About the Report  

a. We don't have information on the American's intent to capture the 

aforementioned prisoners. 

b. The two mentioned prisoners do not have any political or military 

importance that would instigate such an attempt. 

c. The operation, if preformed, is not a guaranteed success. A reason for that 

is that the distance between the Saudi border and the target area is quite 

long. We have the capability to survey this zone and counter with an air 

attack, especially north of the 32nd parallel. 

d. The Air Intelligence Organization did not provide us with any information 

about the intentions mentioned above or about the intelligence 

community's intent to prepare the mentioned report. It is safe to say that it 

is speculation if it is not founded on information. 

4. The Opinion Regarding the Minister of Defense's Orders  
"Do the Americans have the capability to carry out an event of such magnitude. Do 

they possess the desire to pay the price entailed with such an endeavor?" 

a. Yes, the Americans have the capability to perform such an operation, and 

they can reinforce the presence in the area. They have all the planes, 

equipment, and artillery to perform this operation. 

b. We don't believe that there is a willingness to explain such losses 

expected from this operation because the prisoners lack political or 

military value. 
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5. We suggest responding to the Ministry of Defense's Cabinet regarding the 

attached letter. Please review.. .and order. 

Staff Brigadier General Staff Colonel Pilot 

Director of Unit 7 Mu'ayid Mandi Saleh 

[Handwritten note at bottom right margin: 

Q 1
 

Under the response to our Top Secret and Personal letter 2905, dated 10 May 1005.] 
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