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Summary:

This is a letter from Barzan Al-Tikriti to Saddam Hussein concerning the marriage of
Barzan's son, Mohammed, to Saddam's daughter, Hala. The two were supposed to wed,
but the marriage was delayed supposedly because Hala was unsure whether or not she
wanted to marry Mohammed. Barzan also addresses some issues concerning Uday
Hussein, and some things that he had done that were not very respectful. Barzan also
asks for a government post and points out dangers of trusting those outside the family.
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 ((Page l of 21)) 

Barzan Al-Tikriti Tel 776-7785 
776-1559 

The father and big brother and the leader Abu-Uday 
Brotherly greeting 

Dear brother, 

I feel that I am forced to write you this letter. After I wrote my last letter to you, I had 
decided to stop writing to you to avoid bothering you. I also realized that my letters and 
speeches will not change anything. 

In spite of all facts, there is nothing I can do but to leave the matter up to God, hoping 
that He will steer them to the right direction. I promise you that this letter, that I am 
writing now, shall be the last one regardless of the outcome. 

((Page 2 of 21)) 

I am writing this letter because of what I have heard from Mohammed's mother. She 
mentioned that when I had returned from Baghdad, what I have mentioned to her when I 
met her in the presence of the sister ((Uday's mother)) and brother Wattba'n. 

When Mohammed's mother returned from Baghdad, the things that were said to her in 
the presence of Uday's mother and brother Wattba'n prompted me to write this letter. 

Although I have heard about your talk with her ((Saddam talking to his wife)) concerning 
the honor of your son Uday. I know that you lack the attention to hear such stories, 
however I found this matter both necessary and urgent in spite of your lack of attention, 
to write to you and have this matter brought into a new light. 

First of all, it is not important to gather the pile of information from the past and add it to 
the present. This is immoral and is not a characteristic in my personality. 

((Page 3 of 21)) 

The other thing is I don't need any pile of any kind and I don't need anybody to stand 
behind my back, and the reason is as I told, there is a pile and it is your pile in which I 
was one of it's first leading generation and I do not need anyone to back me up because 
you are available there for me. I have decided that I am not going in to any fight of any 
kind, because I would touch on some fundamentals that connect us. I always believe in 
this no matter how much the colors got mixed up and the circumstances changed. But it 
appeared to me through this subject and through other matters, things were not as I had 
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imagined. I am capable in knowing what caused all this color mixing, it was the difficult 

circumstances we went and still going through. With God's help, it will be the last of it. 

((Page 4 of 21)) 

One of the principles that won't change with me is that I will always remain your brother 

with all what the word means in its content of honor and morals and manhood. The other 

thing is that I don't have any desire to work in politics unless it's your request and I will 

come down and serve at your desire. Also one must know that you are a distinct 

character with astonishing importance of all criteria. You are character of many talents 

judged by your humane and ideological being. As a natural result of your experiences 

and technical lessons, celebrated with all its meaning and values, creates suspicion and 

caution on my part when the doubt becomes general and danger becomes reality not 

necessity. 

((Page 5 of 21)) 

Its well known about you when facing difficulties, and the highly self confidence in 

accurately revealing the source of danger, also is known about you, as a result all these 

fact you do find me that I am not one of those who is (piling up) from what belongs to 

them, adding to that I am not one of those who is addicted to power. It has been eleven 

years now, and I am living as normal simple citizen. Even in the past I did not practice 

authority and its rules in a way that would make me addicted to it. All these facts should 

give you an idea wither I am ambitious to hold a specific position or not. 

Adding to that, your knowledge of me whether it is personally or officially 

((Page 6 of 21)) 

then, what is the purpose of all that saying? Is it possible to pressure me to return to 

Baghdad? If that's the objective, it's okay with me to some extent, but we don't need 

that, because through all of our lives you have given orders and I have obeyed. As I 

always told you directly, I am prepared and ready for anything you request. But again, I 

have my own circumstances that you are aware of after our many discussions. The last of 

which was this past July, and if it requires repeating it, then I shall touch on it. 

((Page 7 of 21)) 

In summary: First of all, the children's school, which I have to behave in a responsible 

and humane manner. Secondly, there are a number of our relatives in official and party 

positions and you know of my qualifications in comparison to theirs. Therefore I am 

requesting to implement the principle of: To Me What Is To Them and On Me What Is 

On Them. And if you will allow me to give you my Opinion, is to put all the people 
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accounted on you behind the curtain because they are unpopular and disliked by all the 

people whether they are party members or officials or citizens. 

((Page 8 of 21)) 

The situation might have several different levels, but the conclusion can be reached 

earnestly and easily. You can find out if you have any doubt. And I think it's in your 

interest and everyone else's interest to distract peoples' attention from us. Therefore, I 

would rather be a regular functionary in Baghdad or stay abroad as an ambassador, which 

is more convenient to me, and of course not to forget being far from the artillery noise, 

which I have never liked since 1983. 

((Page 9 of 21)) 

How can I prove my faithfulness to you? If after all this continuous struggle behind your 

brigade and the trials and tests of so many years adding the honor and the brotherhood 

could not prove it? Was I since my early age a ready project to scarify with my life for 

you? In addition, just recently when you gave Hala to Mohammed, or should I say when 

Mohammed to you to become your third son and a brother to Uday and Qusay. 

((Page 10 of 21)) 

Later on, I gave you my daughter Saja without any priorities to subject. I gave her in the 

way of our tribal costume. Do not to forget that you chose to give Hala to Mohammed. I 

will never forget that as long as I live. 

Fulfilling the obligations of brotherhood and fatherhood, I had to do the same toward 

you. But what actually happened was the delaying the marriage of Mohammed and Hala, 

because she is hesitant to agree, and it is important to wait for her answer. How come I 

didn't wait for Saja answer when we talked about their subject? 

((Page 11 of 21)) 

Knowing that she was engaged, and I canceled her engagement after I requested you to 

give Hala to Mohammed and appease your relatives, and Saja will marry Uday, 

Uday, whom was heard saying in respond to a question asked by some individuals 

regarding his engagement with his uncle's daughter, that he has no relation or contact 

with, was heard saying that he is marrying the girl, not his uncle. This kind of speech 

comes from the second generation leader. 

Ignoring our understanding to many is to be like flesh and bone. Ignoring after marriage 

obligations are different than those before it and this relation has its own rights and 

manners. I was bothered by such improper and irresponsible speech; I just couldn't push 

to cancel the project because you are always in front of me. 
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((Page 12 of 21)) 

And there are other matters going in the same direction. I am ill now and nobody called 

and asked about my condition, not him or his brother nor their mother, also no one called 

when Mohammed was in hospital having an operation. 

And why having this kind of superior behavior toward others? Even toward family and 

close relatives. I understand now after going through all this that they are my relatives, 

but I am not their relative. 

After all of this I am accused of collecting (Pile), what pile is that? Frankly, I got to a 

level of I can't provide more than that. 

((Page 13 of 21)) 

At same time I can't satisfy you and satisfy your family. In spite of this you are facing 

me by waiting Hala's opinion, because she is hesitant to accept her cousin. Every day we 

hear a new story and reasons for her hesitation. Women are talking about this subject, 

and the story has become known to everybody from the beginning to the end. We forget 

that people are talking about us, and how they interpret the rejection. At same time, it is 

known about us for not hearing girls' opinions, but at minimum and the final decision 

must still remain ours. 

Meanwhile all the people consider her marriage with Mohammed very suitable, age-wise. 

He is also intelligent and highly educated. 

((Page 14 of 21)) 

As for his behavior, I am sure you will easily guide him and put him in the right 

direction. I also believe he has much better self-discipline when compared to his peers 

whether they are relatives or strangers. He chose her for a genuine reason, and not to 

exploit her status to climb to power, and he will not treat her as a piece of house furniture 

and needs her seldom because (good) is plenty to him. The question needs to be asked 

again, why does Hala's opinion about her marriage matter, and not the opinion of Saja. 
Is Hala a better person than Saja? 

((Page 15 of 21)) 

My answer, frankly, is no, because this is a cousin of that one. Why has the subject of 

Mohammed's marriage gone unsolved for nearly two years awaiting for her decision? 

Is that fairness? Is that the respect for men and respect for feelings? 

Is that how one would return the gratitude? 
Is that the family with one destiny? 
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It is regrettable we are no longer a family of true meaning since power entered in the 

details of our lives and we thought we no longer need each other. 

((Page 16 of 21)) 

And the story is completed when some ambitious and greedy elements entered the family 

and began to impose their opinion and plans on family decision and its future. 

It is important to remember what mothers and grandmothers use to say, 

A shepherd would not become my shepherd unless his blood spills on my foot. 

Oh brother, your blood and my blood did spill on the same foot, and there are 

obligation's and rights to that. 

((Page 17 of 21)) 

The other important thing on the subject is that matters of this kind should not be handled 

by young men or women, for a simple reason. Their chests aren't wide enough for such 

sensitive and important matters. 

In addition, the existence of elements that are pushing in the direction that is against our 

interest, trying to isolate you from the rest, then to put their hands on every thing. 

So they accused Iraq and its people of being difficult and needs many faithful men and 

conscientious to their common destiny and believers in your leadership and you are 

((Page 18 of 21)) 

the heart and the brain of their future and it is upon them to protect you. 
It is regrettable, that thinking and planning and the behavior isn't so. Also it is too 

dangerous to rely on women and the young men when it comes to decisions making that 

might cause a historic mistake or would hint to one. 

Knowing at these times that man's life is unsecured with so many diseases not limited to 

certain age, and fast movement of mankind comparing it to past, adds to all of this our 

isolation we are in because of our circumstances and our many enemies that we know 

little about. 

((Page 19 of 21)) 

If something happens to man and the atmosphere is full of this kind of saying, the historic 

mistake will occur. 

Not long ago and still fresh in mind, Ad'nan Ithir-Al'ah incident is an example for that, 

in spite of different circumstances, but were golden one's comparing it with today's one. 

I am ready to return to Baghdad and sit home, but at same time you will find me unready 

in accepting a second level position, 

((Page 20 of 21))
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I also will refuse to be at the bottom of the second list, and I will let nobody to surpass 

me because of his level of relation. Because I don't think there is a person closer to you 

or a person who has sacrificed more for you than I. 

Meanwhile I cannot accept comrade Ali Hasan and comrade E'zat Al-dun's tactics in 

exploiting the trust of party members and officials in bringing their own people and 

giving them party and government positions and claiming were your orders. The best 

proof of it, was the reaching of weak individuals to party leadership in the Eleventh Party 

Regional Congress. 

((Page 21 of 21)) 

Dear brother, my hope is that you are all well when reading this letter. I also hope that 

you will put the matters in their right direction at right time before we lose more than 

what we had lost already. 

Best regards and sincere respect to you. 
So long in God's will 
((Signature)) 

Your brother 

Barzan 

12 /01 /1994 
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