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1547 1132 

6/8 1307  
8/5 

2263  

8/5 

  

 

In the name of God, the merciful, the compassionate 

Top secret and personal  

Army Staff Command 
Special Office 

Number 6435 
Date August 5, 85 

To / Operation Department 

Subject / overcoming fighter's psychological barrier 

Our secret and personal memo number 6060 on June 23, 85 

We confirm it 

Please reply to us quickly and inform us 

Saleh 

[Signature] 

8/7 

Copy to  
Political Management Department 

General Military Intelligence Director 

Chemical Section Director 

Research Center 922 

 Signature 

Brigadier General 

Tariq Hussein Majeed 

Army Staff Command Secretary 

 

 

Our memo above  
 

  
 
 

(1 -I) 
Top secret and personal 

1 - inform me of the results 
2 - with priority 
[Signature] 

8/8 
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2217  

7/23 

In the name of God, the merciful, the compassionate 

Top secret and personal 

 

13 and 7 1081 15471 Army Staff Command 
7/13 7/23 Special Office 

[Illegible] 

Number / 6060 
Date / June 3, 85 

To / Operation Department 

Subject /  overcoming fighter's psychological barrier 

In a follow up to our top secret and personal memo number 5735 on June 10, 85 and our top secret and 

personal and immediate memo number 5487 on June 3, 85 which a copy is included.  

[Illegible] the following: 

1. Determine the appropriate time for the second experiment to start preparing for its execution.  

2. Take into consideration the notes and negative situation during the execution of the first experiment 

an avoiding them, these notes are included in the report of Political Management as well as the 

reports of the Chemical Section, the General Military Intelligence Departments, the Research Center 

and the Planning Department. A copy is included within. 

Please review and take appropriate actions coordinating with the Chemical Section Department and the 

Research Center above. 

Inclusions  
5 report copies 

Signature 

Brigadier General 

Tariq Hussein Majeed 

Army Staff Command Secretary 

 

(1 -2) 

Top Secret and Personal 

Saleh 

[Signature] 

7/24 
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Top Secret, personal and immediate 

Army Staff Command 

Special Office 
Copy to 

Political Management Department / Your top secret and personal and immediate memo number 

4451 on June 2, 85 and following up on our memo which a copy 

is included along with the requests of the chemical section, the 

research center, the general military intelligence department and 

the planning department. Please review. 

Inclusions 
4 memo copies 

General Military Intelligence Department / your top secret and personal and immediate memo 

number 12767 on June 11, 85. 

Chemical Section Department / your memo above and your secret and personal and immediate 

memo number 522 on June 16, 85. We include within a copy of the 

opinions of research center director, planning department director 

and general military intelligence director. 

[Illegible] coordination with the operation department regarding 

what came in parts (1 and 2) above. 

Please take appropriate action. 

922 / Inclusions  
3 memo copies 

Research center / your top secret and personal memo number 117 on June 13, 85, we include within 

the opinions of research center director, planning department director and general 

military intelligence director. 

Please review for the same purpose above. 

Inclusions:  
3 memo copies 

Top Secret and personal 
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In the name of God the merciful, the compassionate 

Top Secret, personal and immediate  

1547 
Presidency Office 
Secretary 
General Military Intelligence 

Department Number/ M1/ S13/ 

Q1/ 

Date / 7/ /1985 

Please refer to the full complete number 

(Martyrs will always be more gracious) 

 

To / Army Staff Command 
Subject / overcoming fighter's psychological barrier 

Your top secret and immediate memo number 18492 on June 8, 85 

Please refer to our top secret and personal and immediate memo number 12767 on June 11, 85 

We replied accordingly 

Please review.. respectfully 

Brigade General 
General Military Intelligence Department 

In hand and in contact for their support and replies 7/21 

(1 -1) 

Top Secret, personal  

Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English



SH-MODX-D-001-430 

 

 [Page 6] 7903  

7/10 

In the name of God, the merciful, the compassionate 

Republic of Iraq 
Top Secret and Immediate (Martyrs will always be gracious) 

Ministry of Defense 

Army Staff Command 

(Special Office) 18492 

 [Presidency Office Secretary Stamp] 

Number / ACS / A / in hand / 

Date June 8, 1985 1047 996  
7/10 

 

 

To:- Chemical Section Director 

Subject:- overcoming fighter's psychological barrier 

Your top secret and personal number 5487 on June 3, 985 

Please reply. 

Signature 

Brigade General 

Tariq Hussein Majeed 

Army Staff Command Secretary General 

Copy to / 

[Unintelligible] 
Brigadier General Nazzar Abdul-Assalam (Research Center 922 Director) 

Lt. Colonel Nasih Tawfiq Salman ([acronym]) 

(1 -1) 

Our memo above, please provide us with their opinion and inform us. 

Top Secret and Immediate 
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In the name of God the merciful, the compassionate 
1547 
Presidency Office 
Secretary 

General Military Intelligence Department 

12767 

Number / Ml / S13/ Q7/ 
Date / 7/11/1985 

Please refer to the full complete number 

(Martyrs will always be more gracious) 

 

Top Secret, personal and immediate 
To / Army Staff Command 
Subject / overcoming fighter's psychological barrier 

Your top secret, personal and immediate memo 5487 on June 3, 85 
Below are our opinion and comments on the information included in the report issued by the Political Management 

Department in their top secret, and personal memo number 4451 on June 2, 85;  

1.  We agree that some notion came about from the commanders and officers at infantry brigade 703's 

headquarters to have a special committee conduct an experiment using one of the poisonous chemical agents 

on one of the regiments. We see the necessity of standing up to the areas that exposed that and dealing with 

it in the upcoming experiments. 

2. One of the main objectives of the experiment was to reveal the negatives that may sur face so we may come 

up with the right and proper solutions to deal with it and avoiding it by the headquarters and forces. What 

was mentioned in the (suggestions and recommendations) in the report is nothing more than solutions to 

these observed mistakes. We suggest leaving the assessment part up to Chemical Section Department and 

project 299. 

3. The decision of repeating the experiment is up to the special committee that has been formed for this reason 

and according to the orders given to them. They suggest not repeating the experiment on the same unit 

mentioned in the report for known reasons. 

4.  We agree on the success of the experiment and accomplishing its mission especially by instilling complete 

confidence in all the members that participated. 

(1 —2) 

Top Secret, personal and immediate 
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In the name of God the merciful, the compassionate 

Top Secret, personal and immediate 

In the experiment and chemical exercises especially practicing putting on a gas mask will protect a fighter from a 

poisonous chemical agent. Consequently, the unit will keep its fighting readiness and spirits through it's believes 

and convictions that chemical weapons are no longer a decisive weapon in the battle.  

Please review.., respectfully. 

Signature 
Staff Brigade General 
General Military Intelligence Department 

-2- 
Top Secret, personal and immediate 
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In the name of God the merciful, the compassionate 

Top Secret, personal and immediate  

Army Staff Command 
Special Office 

Number 5487 

Date June 3, 85 

To / Chemical Section Department 

Subject / Overcoming the Psychological Barrier of Fighters 

We include within, a copy of the secret, personal and immediate Political Management Department's report number 

4451 dated June 2, 85. 

[Illegible] the following: 

1. Statement of opinion regarding sections (C — F - G) in part (7) (suggestions and recommendations) and 

statement of opinion regarding section (2) of the part above as well as coordination with Medical Affairs 

Department. 

2. Issuing orders to corps' commanders, operation commanders, and commanders of chemical sections 

attached to it and in details regarding sections (A— B - E) of part (7) (suggestions and recommendations). 

Please take the necessary actions and inform us. 

Inclusions 

Copy of the memo 

Signature 

Staff General 
Tariq Hussein Majeed 

Army Chief of Staff General Secretary 

(1 — 2) 
Top Secret, personal and immediate  

[There are several hand-written numbers scattered throughout the page, they all seem to indicate a date of 7/4 and 

other numbers seem to be brigade numbers] 
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Top Secret, personal and immediate 

Army Staff Command 

Special Office 

Copy to 
Political Management Department / Your memo above, a time for the experiment will be determined after obtaining 

permission from Mr. President (may God protect him). Please review. 

Staff brigadier general Mohammed Abdul-Qader (Planning Director) 
Staff brigadier general Nazzar Abdul-Salam (Research Center 922 Director 

Lt. Colonel Naseh Tawfeeq Salman [acronym] Director 

Please provide us with 

your opinions regarding 

the accompanying report 

copy. 

Inclusions  
1 copy 

-2- 

Top Secret, personal and immediate
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Top Secret, personal and immediate  

To / Army Staff Command Ministry Of Defense 

9031 Political Management Department 

2/7 Subject / Breaking fighter's mental barrier Number 4451 

Date 7/2/1985 

1. General 1005 15471 

 7/2 

A chemical experiment has been conducted at the area of infantry corps I at 630 hour on June 27, 85 in an attempt 

to overcome the Psychological barrier of chemical agent exposure impact that has been circulating amongst the 

soldiers and may possibly be used by the enemy. 

2. Purpose  

Our department has coordinated with General Military Intelligence Department (Psychological Intelligence Section) 

and Medical Affairs Department (Psychological Health Section). Sixteen soldiers with Bachelors and Masters 

Degrees in psychology and social science have been assigned to a seven day internship to encourage high spirits in 

an indirect manner and stress the importance of wearing a gas mask as well as monitor the procedure of 

decontamination and personal immediate first aid, and assess the administrative and behavioral situation before, 

during and after the attack 

3. Flow of events  

A - An inspection of the preparedness of brigade 703 for the anticipated chemical attack has been done, 

especially regiment 1 of the brigade since it is the nominated regiment for the purpose mentioned in (2) 

above. 

(1 — 11) 
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Top Secret, personal and immediate 

B - The regiment was provisioned focusing on keeping on gas masks and using personal decontamination 

equipment. 

C - We strengthened the brigade with a chemical section from brigade 19 and mobilized corps II chemical unit for 

the mentioned purpose. 

D - The committee conducted a final confirmation of all the needed procedures to achieve the result from the 

experiment. 

E - The participants were sent two days before the experiment to observe the phenomenon accompanying the 

experiment, positive and negative and they have been distributed as follows: 

First, (12) graduates soldiers at corps I infantry 703 to assess the detailed reactions of all areas of the assigned 

regiment; 

Second, (2) graduate soldiers at Anti-aircraft / 43 to assess the extent of the anticipated injuries and the quality 

of medical side; 

Third, one graduate soldier at each of corps II and corps III to observe the reactions of both regiments and the 

possibility of the gas reaching them; 

F - The experiment was executed as planned at 630 hour on June 27, 85. The wind speed was high; it was estimated 

by the chemical observatories assigned to the brigade to be 5 meters / second. 

(2) 
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Top Secret, personal and immediate 

G - On the verge of the attack, all brigade forces were alerted through firing warning flares, warning bells, using 

loud speaker and announcing the secret word that was told to them as clue. 

H - We lifted the warning at 800 hour on June 27, 85 after we made sure the area is free of any chemical agents and 

decontaminating the area. 

I - A [illegible] driver from [acronym] battalion was injured while he was burying the contaminated area even 

though he was wearing a gas mask. Because of his perspiration, a result of weather conditions and the nature of 

his work, he removed his gas mask to wipe off his eyes which resulted in an injury to his eye and developed 

skin bubbles. The skin bubbles were noticed on his legs as well.  

4. Doubts were cast that the attack wasn't real, but just an experiment.  
Some of the brigade members perceived the experiment as a none-real attack and it is only experimental. The 

reasons for these doubts are as follows: 

A - Controlling the firing on the aircraft that passed by over the brigade area. The anti-aircraft forces were told that 

firing is suspended just minutes before the attack. 
(3) 
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Top Secret, personal and immediate 

B - Low flying level of the aircraft. 

C - The increase of exercises and practicing on chemical weapons, visits of committee members and the 

officials in charge of the operation as well as visits from members of the air force.  

D - The soldiers noticed, and it is a smart notice; Lack of any impact on animals by the chemical agent, not 

to mention birds, dogs and cats. 

E - The hovering of four helicopters over the area of the regiment during the attack, it raised doubts with the 

enlisted that the attack is experimental. 

F - The enlisted know through exercises that using poisonous chemical agents only happens during clear  

weather and when the winds are quite. The execution happened in none-ideal weather for an attack. 

G - The soldiers know through training that the impact of a poisonous chemical agent lasts (15) minutes. 

But the regiment kept the gas masks on for two hours. 

H- On the same night of the experiment, gas tent exercises took place and the practiced putting on gas  

masks (9) times at the third regiment. This alone will raise doubts. It would better to skip this.  

I - The notion by some that the idea behind wearing gas masks for an extended period is a result of using  
chemical agents against the enemy and the possibility 
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Top Secret, personal and immediate 

Of it returning back in the direction of our forces 

5. Situation observed through the experiment 

A. Positive situations  
First, it was noticed that most soldiers wore their gas masks and their commitment to orders was high and 

this commitment strengthened after the injury to the [illegible] driver. 

Second, the soldiers had the impression that any chemical attack will have a great impact and may result in 

the annihilation of the whole intended area. But, taking precautionary measures which resulted in no 

injury made them realize the importance of gas masks; it became as important to them as their gun as 

well as the importance of [illegible] and the decontamination equipment.  

Third, from the second point, the perception that chemical weapons are not as decisive widened. Also as a 

result of the experiment, it diminished the rumors of the impact of chemical weapons and the 

exaggeration that comes with it as well as diminishing the margin of the ignorant as far as the 

possibility of using it in the future. 

Fourth, we noticed the interest of some brigades commanders in the subject of attack, the did their job while 

they were wearing their gas masks throughout the warning period, they inspected their soldiers at 

their locations and made sure that everyone knows how to put on 
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Top Secret, personal and immediate 

Their gas masks tightly, use their preventive shots and cleansing apparatus.  
Fifth, on the verge of the attack, most soldiers put on their gas masks in record time, no more than  6 - 10 

seconds and took their guns with them to the cover area in a normal manner except for the cases that 

will be mentioned in the negative section. 

Sixth, local stations and loud speaker were used to announce at the start and at the end.  

Seventh, 4 soldiers have been reprimanded by corps III commander with a (10) day imprisonment for not 

putting on their gas mask. This is a positive aspect, the use of punishment wisely at the proper time.  

B. Negative situations 

First, the happening of confusion situations in some of the brigades where: 
(1) Signs of fear appeared on some of the soldiers as the warning flares were used.  
(2) Some soldiers were not able to put on their gas masks because of the confusion. 

(3)  The abandoning of some soldiers of their weapons and focusing on the gas mask. 
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Top Secret, personal and immediate 

(4) It was noticed that some soldiers laid flat in their positions while others were content by just setting which is a 

sign of their confusion. 

Second, the following mental situations were observed: 

(1) One soldier at the third brigade headquarters sat down saying; the bombs are falling on me.  
(2) A soldier at [acronym] got confused and began moving hysterically.  

(3) One soldier form [acronym] covered himself with a blanket. 
(4) One member at the first regiment headquarters felt pains in his stomach which is a sign of his worries.  
(5) Two cases of confusion and fear at the regiment [acronym] during putting on gas masks.  

(6) One soldier was worried because he had a previous wound on his arm (hand), he was afraid the wound 

may get contaminated with chemicals and may not heal. 

Third, noticed some lack of accurate and comprehensive follow up by some officers and also, some officers 

removed their gas masks shortly after the warning period. 

Fourth, we notice that some soldiers partially removed their gas masks one in a while complaining of 

suffocation "fake". 
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Top Secret, personal and immediate  

Also, some soldier removed the filters for the same reason. 

Fifth, the water barrels and food were left without cover and were not discarded afterwards. 

Sixth, some soldiers washed their faces and used the foods that were not covered.  

Seventh, some rumors circulated that the adjacent forces may have been injured by the chemical agent.  

Eighth, as a result of the injury to the [illegible] driver, a reaction by the members of the medical field / 43 

decontamination team has surfaced. They began to fear the injured, they are afraid they may get 

contaminated by the injured. As a result, the [illegible] driver had to take his own clothes off 

Ninth, decontamination equipment on the field is old and there is a problem with the pump, only one side of 

it is working. 

Tenth, they did not check out the [illegible] driver thoroughly, they just checked his arms and eyes. They 

discovered his legs injury later. 

Eleventh, decontamination equipments are not enough in a case of several injuries. 
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Top Secret, personal and immediate 

Twelve, some soldiers in some brigades continued sleeping to the end of the warning period, which 

indicates weaknesses in following orders and deficiency in informing forces.  

Thirteen, three soldiers suffering from asthma were impacted by the attack. It was clear by the apparent 

difficulty and restlessness they showed. 

Fourteen, there were several incidents of difficulties as a result of wearing the mask. Some removed it 

completely, some removed it off partially, and some were content with removing the filter.  

Fifteen, The existence of three different sizes of masks (small — medium — large) resulted in confusion in 

putting on the masks by the soldiers that figured their sizes.  

6.  Experiment Assessment 

The experiment is considered a success for the purpose because it generated confidence for the participants 

of the intended regiment, not to believe rumor about the impact of the poisonous chemical agent. It is a 

normal weapon and wearing a gas mask is enough to limit the impact and prevent injury.  

7. Suggestions and Recommendations 

A - To continue the exercises by the commanders of units with emphasis on using clarifying means to 

achieve the intended results in training. That indicates interest and they could distinguish the qualified 

methods to use in their favor. 
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Top Secret, personal and immediate 

B - Keeping an eye on chemical equipment through regular inspection. 

C - Adding a separate chemical unit to the new formation because they do not have a chemical section 

within. 

D - Utilizing the principle of reward and punishment to assure the commitment of soldiers to chemical 

training and getting them accustomed to wearing a gas mask according to instructions. 

E - It is essential to make sure the forces are ok by the commander observing their soldiers in case the enemy 

uses chemical agents, to make sure they are in control and not to allow confusion to take pl ace as 

mentioned in section (first, B, 5). 

F - It is essential to follow the procedures of covering food and water. In case of not doing so, discard it or 

get rid of it and decontaminate its containers. 

G - Convince the medical field decontamination units through training and exercise that they will not get 

contaminated if they follow the basic rules of decontamination. 

H - In case of an anticipated use of chemical agents by the enemy, emphasize the necessity of early evacuation 

of members suffering from respiratory disease especially asthma. 
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Top Secret, personal and immediate 

I - We recommend repeating the experiment with emphasis on the positive and taking into considerations 

the negatives above, coupled with videotaping it to be presented to the commanders and achieving the 

intended goal desired by all, overcoming the psychological barrier. And the experiment is considered 

final. 

Please review, with respect. 

Copy to / 
Defense Ministry Office — Please review 
[Illegible]  

[Illegible]  

Mental Research and Services Director / with priority 

[Signature] 
Abdul-Jabbar Muhsin Slaman 

Political Management Department Director 
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