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Saddam:

Adied Jasd o J8H e Basdgda jy
el cada T LAWY Cila glea e
oeabially 4 sline iny ol LAY
e i Y S sl Qs Sl

Jad ) LAty Cila slae

...one degree of load and we only depend on
the intelligence information! Okay, the
intelligence is asleep. This means that we
would fall into a surprise. As a result,
analysis is needed in order to not depend
merely on the intelligence information.

MV1:

il T 191 iy Y (500
kel all Y1 o Jle e
SV sleandl D e Al e
O Ol 33 (o (VL A iy
5348 05 0 e Find 55 e

5 s Uil s jia Lle ALy g0 2l
a1l dniaa La

Adee ) Yt Al JNA (o skl
O dhany L Jie L) &S jidia 1 i

Mr. President! If you allow me sir, I believe
that the Big Day [pauses] the Great Day
[pauses] excuse me. The goal is different
than the Big Harvest. The goal for the first
one was to nail a divider into Al-Basra, and
then to cut off the peninsula of Al-Faw and
establish a small country on it and have Al-
Faw as its headquarters. This is the first
step, which is followed by a second stage.
There is a possibility of development
through Al-Kharj from the north, or a
common strike similar to what is going on
now.

Saddam:

[Unintelligible]

[Unintelligible]

MV1:

Q‘M‘S‘U‘:’U“:‘:‘)ﬂé":‘“e"j
Q)Sg&é)\/\wu,a\;im
S35 5 4ud e JalSia 2 a5 agll

Yes sir, but if it were to be divide it into
stages... Mr. President, if it were to be
divided into pages, during the first stage,
they would want to have a complete
presence on the peninsula of Al-Faw.

Saddam:

Slada S b by e sl LY
B el Qiladia (Sl Ciladia A 2y
Cre 3l Aalal

No Abu Ali. There were no stages. These
were stages, but these were continuous
stages as far as the time went on.

MV1:

ax

Yes.

Saddam:

003N Clagin Jaid oo i gl D
o4 peY ablill jan i 5 0 pall Ll e
1A 5 ielallld s 18)a

s 193 Laa (K1 ailidl 3Ll ol
i WS ad 5 () sepay lalasil S
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s AVl sall (e a3 Hhal (5 8

This stop is only to learn lessons through the
Arab Coast and through expanding the
sector, because they penetrated [pauses]
they penetrated at the Eleventh and they had
also penetrated the Seventh Corps’ sector.
However, they failed to provide momentum
in all directions as they should have done.
So what happened? When they got the
reaction, their headquarters [pauses] the
places that they had reached had started to
fall one after another. Every time it falls,
[pauses] every time they get kicked out of a
place, we will be in a better position to kick
them out from the rest of the other spots.

MV1:

peian OIS A g3y Gan I s
waba )l ol 3558 e Lo dasall
O Giadall e SH iV g
[unintelligible] g 4piadll & jla
pein g | il Ciliadi Lo Jie

Mr. President, it appears that the portion that
they had hoped for through the island of Um
Al-Rasas and through this direction was
bigger than what was accomplished. Once
the issue started with [unintelligible] just
like you said sir, they might have gotten
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advice. Okay, if your goal was Al-Basra,
then why did you cross towards the Arab
Coast [unintelligible] this is Al-Basra, from
the region of Al-Ghmar where they had
achieved [unintelligible] on the Great Day.
The deployment is still consistent inside.
[Unintelligible] Al-Basra is eight kilometers
away from you, so why did you go to the
Arab Coast? As a stage, I believe that the
goal in the first one, Mr. President, was
indirect. Once they realized that they could
not accomplish [unintelligible] they changed
direction to the final target. This one comes
to the region of Al-Ghmar and strikes
between the Eighth and the Eleventh and
then they would leave. They did that but
they were afraid to enter the fire of Al-
Migdadiah. So what happened to them in
Dijla will not happen to them again. They
said, “Let’s be safe.” As a result, they
started to march towards Jasim’s line.

Saddam:

dasall & G gaalag Wiy pa e gl
S AL 81 Tl e W)
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Abu Alj, in the first stage they had always
depended on the surprise factor. The biggest
shock they had was the one done to them by
the Republican Guards. The Republican
Guards are still the extra reserve. In order to
secure a powerful position, what did we do?
We put all of the Republican Guards in the
Second sector. So they said, “They took the
bait.” They still expect us to attack from
here. When they attacked and found out that
the soldiers who were fighting were alerted,
they realized that the surprising factor was
gone. As a result, they could not keep up to
achieve the planned outcome. There has to
be a surprising factor. What is the surprise?
They had attacked and failed, but their
artillery and deployments

MV1:

A8 Y

Are still out there.

Saddam:

O gabalion ¥ Cumy Sl 3 5 50 S

Are all still on the site. Accordingly, we are
not able to discover the timing of their
attack.

MVI:

[Unintelligible]

[Unintelligible]

Saddam:

el om 8 K ilS Aalsl) Aall o)
Blall adaliy 4IS (5 ) sgandl (o jadl aily
A el Waa) lad oy A0

But the general case was indicating that the
entire Republican Guards are in the Second
Corps’ sector. Okay, we took vacations etc.

MV1:

1. " ‘,1.3.' |)

We celebrated and we had fun.

Saddam:

.M‘}Sbww\‘ﬁmkfhﬁ

This means that there is no other possibility.
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They said, “Let’s take the surprise.” Instead
of scattering our forces let’s apply a
momentum on the land sector directly.
Because the reconnaissance personal had
died, they had to come up with new
preparations if they wanted to bring people
and have them cross the Arab Coast. There
is a possibility to expose them through these
preparations. Directly, they deployed the
momentum on the Second Division. Yes.
MVI: [Unlnte]hglb]e] [Unintelligible]
Nizar: & jlaa (M as 3 Uay Uald 13 gass | Sir, if we wanted to go back to old battles, I
gdall ) ey aiie ) U A8l Ao believe that the Iranian enemy was targeting
a5l éj‘)\’_; o gy S Y the Seventh Coms during the bat.tle.s of the
L. < e L..d] @-‘ﬂ‘ s | Great Day. Basically, the first priority was
S ? i y "‘\L"‘ to finish the Seventh Corps. The main
olad¥l S 5 gabuall Ll el 3 direction was towards the Seventh Corps.
Jed abudl (3Lall slasly & st 1 | To the north of the Seventh Corps. The
Jeall S 5 Ll J o 5 asliadl 3Lall | effort towards the Third Corps in order to
S jaal gaa Jae Gl 3lall slasi | detain the biggest possible number of the
-1 y o Lmt e - troops was serious. If the Seventh Corps was
dléﬂ‘, e ‘ULS )Jg L‘Lfn_ g‘ L‘UST;: gone, we would not have been able to fight
Bl (2 5 Jm < & in Al-Basra sir. The loss that was caused to
CalS M Slethidll aas 0¥ g3 | e Seventh Corps and the possible loss that
8 buall aaa g Al (3Ll 385 53 90 | could have happened to the Seventh Corps
bl BLdll & juay (Saa g€ ) | could have made incompetent to manage the
ce AU 3500 e o ale Lalas cals fight from the southe.rn and the eastern
Slala 3,2l olath (pe g giall olai) directions. So in reality
Saddam: [Unintelligible] | [Unintelligible]
Nizar: Y e 85 jael b yadhy iy | The estimation [pauses] is more
CulSE Y e a0 5,08 A 6 A | Incompetent than now sir. Or let’s say a
asll Jle s 1Y sidasl << | much lower ability than now. Sir, thc? ﬁrst
- Lo - ia gk At aidial plan of the Great Day was very ambitious.
B fﬁm C ) pifand They have limited presence in the Al-Faw
glad 4 slall dikaia 35254 | area inside the penetrated sector. The main
Jladi IS st )l 3¢l 5 31 3AYY | effort was towards the northern side of the
oladt 43l il 5 S 5 bl (3L | Seventh Corps. It was clear that this was the
YT Jaiia oladl 5 Sllia sa ot ) main direction. There was also an extreme
£ 153 Jumdl 5 Al (3Ll a\;.:ﬂ 1Al | pressure towards the Third Corps. High
) QL;\LI\S‘ quality troops
Saddam: [Unintelligible] | [Unintelligible]
Nizar: S aoludl 3Lall ¢35y | To test the Seventh Corps sir.
Saddam: gaaaa | True.
Nizar: goal g OS olaiY) 5 | The direction was very clear.
Saddam: bl 3Ll dgaa aald Y f 134 | First, this happened in order to remove the
front of the Seventh Corps.




Wilson Center Digital Archive

Transcript - Arabic

Le Jie 5 haa Aa gala Azl 5 5l V)
sl 4l iz g V) L sl
abd bl Blall Jled S o )
o Ll IS ) 3Ll e (3 b
il Jadnall (e 5 Iaa (s (i 4
u_\sa.gm&mcac)ﬁ@u\é&\ﬂ\
O bt Bhall et 5 o) 0N 3Ll
ssiall e e sl SN saal)
QM@AEM\____é)ﬂlgA
O S e AR e 8 Jed
padic agil gl I e OIS 55360
o3 b 133 b ey Al A

Le 130 U Al Alaadl €Y banl)
ihd & 5da gakll haladll o3a il
ALaall ) 53y pgl (s ik 5 Aol 5
PERIYGES AL NETENAINJEURN
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dic (e il sl U gl Say | Callil
Jw\?ﬁggﬁ_ﬂm\é&tﬂ\}hw
5 253 03 53 sa1 IS SV
L o ogte 8 OIS 5 o5l 0 e
‘Ef'\a_) g o L_ﬁ . :\:\ML&\J\ Z\S)suﬂ
(e g si o sd 9 sd (sun gl
_gaadl as) Liad W) ypas S A5e Lyl
Jany oLl 81 il iy M rling
niasl e CAALATYY Gl (o (ot
48} sl US c.\\.m]\ 3Ll olas)
L) 0¥ Aida S0 iy ) pling
Ll <l SLASWYT jaae ad) (e a2 b

Nizar: 283 o g o (S (g2 | Sir, it was cleverly planned.
Saddam: [Unintelligible] [Unintelligible]

Nizar: a2 | Yes.

Saddam: [Unintelligible] [Unintelligible]

Nizar: ..p%0 pusaa True, yes.

Saddam: [Unintelligible] [Unintelligible]

Nizar: duuluy! adadll o34 | This is the basic plan.
Saddam: [Unintelligible] [Unintelligible]

Nizar: LS Al ja ga (s 48 | Sir, it was not a stage.
Saddam: [Unintelligible] [Unintelligible]

Nizar: axi | Yes.

Saddam: [Unintelligible] [Unintelligible]

Nizar: salldad iy daialy ey A (52 | Sir it is clear. The Iranian enemy’s plan is

very clear and ambitious. The situation is
similar to what you expressed in regards to
the main direction, which was to the north
of the Seventh Corps. Cutting the road on
the Seventh Corps would have put us in a
very tough situation. It would be possible
that the Seventh Corps would be gone along
with extreme pressure on the Third Corps. If
the Seventh Corps were to be gone, the
Iranian enemy would have capabilities from
the south and the east. Al-Basra would have
been a much easier target for them than the
situation right now. It was clear that they
had a plan B. In the day of the Great
Harvest, they had carried out plan B. This
was in case of these ambitious plans failing,
and by the way, it was a sneaky and a large
scale plan. In case their plans were to fail,
they would carryout plan B. In fact, we were
so happy for the success. It was a great
success on the Great Day. We had even
harassed the Third Corps; possibly we had
maneuvered with two brigades from there.
On the day of the Great Harvest, the Third
Corps had possessed approximately twenty-
nine brigades. Basically, they were prepared
for the major battle. But what had happened
sir is that there was some kind of surprise
for us. All of our estimations had indicated
that the enemy would need additional time
in order to carryout a major action from the
same directions, along with rejecting the
direction of the Seventh Corps. To be
honest, we just thought that they would need
more time. Despite the idea of the
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Intelligence Director giving us the size of
the loss, [pauses] the exaggeration that had
happened in regards to the losses of the two
corps, had also given us some kind of
comfort that the enemy’s losses were
enormous. When we had calculated them in
regards to the size of the deployment that
was given to us by the intelligence, we
found that the enemy would need more time
in order to carryout an assault with the same
violence, extremism, and continuality, that
was conducted against the Third Corps. The
first plan of the Great Day was the main
plan. It was an ambitious plan and a large
scale plan. The second plan was plan B. In
regards to the timing, the enemy had
surprised us by working faster than [pauses]
during the Great Harvest than the period in
which we had expected. Right now sir, what
are the expected things? In my opinion, the
central direction and the central concern for
the enemy would still be the direction of Al-
Basra, the Third Corps with all of its
divisions, the northern wing of the corps, the
southern wing of the Sixth Corps, and the
northern direction of the Seventh Corps.
This means that Al-Basra, north of it to the
borders, part of the Sixth Corps, the
southern part until the borders, and the
northern part of the Seventh Corps would
still be the center of concern. If the enemy
were to carryout limited operations or
missions, it would be aiming towards
weakening our presence in this direction.
After that, the enemy would carryout a
direct action or a semi-direct action, and this
could be carried out from the northern part
of the Third Corps, inside of the Third
Corps sector, or from the southern part of
the Sixth Corps, or from the northern part of
the Seventh Corps. If the enemy were to do
such a thing, they would do that so that they
can pull some of our deployments and
troops from in front of the Third Corps, so
that they can carryout an action later on in
the Third Corps sector or in these directions
that we had indicated. The direction stays
the same. In my opinion, this is the central
and the important direction to end the war.
Sir, I would like to comment a little bit
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about a big argument in regards to
[unintelligible]. I had expressed my visions
in regards to this subject to your Excellency
multiple times. The defensive spot can be
prepared within forty-eight hours. For a
whole brigade, you would need seventy-two
hours to complete. We believe that the
defensive site consists of building a
blockade and keeping the sites within the
blockade. This is my opinion. Many of the
brothers and possibly your Excellence
would also have some comments about my
visions. According to me, the soldier was
able [pauses] in that region; the soldier was
able to build a defensive site within one
hour. Any soldier with a shovel can dig in
that region, and in less than an hour, he
would have a defensive site. He can sit in it
and all of the losses that we had suffered
because of our presence on the blockade,
would be gone. Sir, how could the brigade
be penetrated in one hour? If it was
according to the methods that we had
learned as military personal, the battalion
would need four battles to penetrate, the
brigade would need eight hours to penetrate.
This is when the opening and the
deployment are normal. Right now the
enemy is able to penetrate any of our sites
and go to the next one. It means that they
could penetrate the site 1000 until they
reach the site 1500. They could penetrate the
site 1500 until they reach the site 2000. Why
is that sir? This is because we are defending
a blockade. Even if the enemy were to use
one tenth of their artillery, they would
concentrate all of their artillery on this
blockade and kill more people than we can
do by using the entire capacity of our
superior artillery. We would barely achieve
the same results. Let’s make up a target for
them and tell them, “Come on, do not shoot
unless it is on this blockade”. Our soldier is
somewhat right. During the time, while we
set up our artillery system in relation to all
scenarios of the enemy’s presence, within
the seven, eight, or ten kilometers in front of
us, there was only one, two, or three meters
away from the soldier in this blockade. The
soldier was able to dig and within one hour
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he would have a defensive site. It is known
for the cavalry, the company, and the
battalion, what Mohammad had said.
[Pauses] Brigadier Mohammad, in the
military academy. We had worked in a
mountainous region in the area of Khanaqin.
He had said to me, “We started digging and
they started an artillery assault by sunrise.
We had dug trenches for the soldiers in the
mountainous land.” I do not know what we
are talking about when we say that the
defensive site is a completion of the
blockade or anything like that. To tell you
the truth, I do not get this theory at all, and 1
believe that this theory had great weakness.
Sir, our soldier is not use to digging. We
made it a habit for him to come and sit on
the blockade. I have seen brigades and I
have said to soldiers, “Why do you fight like
that?”” They would say to me, “They did not
prepare the blockade for us. The bulldozers
did not come and build us a blockade so that
we could sit down and fight.” This does not
exist in any other army in the world. Once
the battalions, companies, cavalries, and
brigades show up, they would start digging
and within two to three hours, everyone
would be done with their defensive site.
Regardless of the enemy’s firepower, they
will not be able to hit not even one percent
of the soldiers, even with extreme fire. Sir,
our soldier was not fighting and right now
we are going to suffer. Right now when our
soldier pulls back, we should give him a real
defensive site and let him dig a defensive
site according to [pauses]. Also, when he
fights, he says to you, “There is no blockade
that we can fight on.” [Unintelligible] “Why
do you fight like that?” They would say,
“Sir, they did not make us a blockade. The
bulldozer showed up and did not finish the
blockade and we stayed without a defensive
site.” No one tried to dig. No cavalry
commander, company commander, or a
battalion commander had learned how to dig
a defensive site. Two cavalries, one cavalry,
two companies to be deployed, one
company, [pauses] with one company, etc.
That is what we had learned from war, but
the idea of these blockades, | really have no
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idea where we had gotten it from. The
points that were expressed by Brigadier
Mohammad are major sir. Many of the
troops that we had questioned in the corps
sector after we had come back, many of
those people did not even see their enemy. I
mean the brigade had gotten in and out and
did not see an enemy, but they were
destroyed because of the bombarding. Many
of them did not even use their weapons
because no one told the soldier anything.
There was no responsibility for the sector,
there was no responsibility for a bam, there
was no responsibility for a fire arch. He did
not even get any orders to shoot. The reason
was not only because they did not know
how to fire or because they did not practice
shooting day and night. It was none of that,
but the way of opening do not allow than to
shoot. I mean that this does not allow them
to fire at all. There is a depth for the
battalion and the brigade. Depth fights too.
The front companies, the back companies,
the back battalion with its frontal and back
companies [pauses] right now, as long as we
keep opening the brigades on a blockade, |
expect any attack to penetrate the blockade
right now and move to the blockade number
500, and it will be a fight or blockade 500.
Our openings violate the known opening
methods in all of the world’s armies. [ do
not know if you want me to comment on the
First Corps or if you just want my comments
to be in regards to

Saddam:

Y Glall =5, Y

No, go to the First Corps.

Nizar:

bl Gads Led (gams  Babus ()Y
G Cangll M ALl | ) Glall
o Sl adlaal ey s gaall
Loy Ll a3 S 4 g A83ke

o2 be (B i e 1y 5

38 padidad ) g maua Uil
4 gl Qlial ) JS5 3 el 535

o i e Jaa Lo 13 dalla

3 GUAN U Ll Gy i) Cingl
sle aetuy il e A0l diliall

Led 5 Aagan faa 48 gu Calaal (583
Doy haa Gy Gapall B ey 483

o8 B I sysal il ¢ g e

Sir, I am going to speak about what is
related to the First Corps’ sector. The enemy
1s looking for targets. Targets are
strategically related. They are always
looking for a strategic target. The target is
not going to be picked randomly. It is true
that Al-Basra is connected to the target and
that Al-Basra would still possess all of the
strategic features if they were to take it over.
However, any penetration from the northern
area would create a situation that would help
in achieving very important strategic goals.
This can influence the war scenario with a
very simple price, according to the new
situation that was created in the northern
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region. For example, before the battles of
the Great Day, the sector was occupied by
nineteen brigades. They were unharmed,
good quality, experienced, and fully trained
brigades. Seventeen brigades from them had
gone to the front and they were made up for
by eleven encouraged brigades. These
encouraged brigades are starting to be
completed, but sir, the brigades are still in a
psychological status [pauses] the
psychological status of these brigades is still
[pauses]. In case of a limited battle
happening in the sector, we might be
surprised that their performance could be
less than expected and we might confront
with a quick stand. This could put us in
conditions which would not allow us to
administrate the battle as required. In order
to fix this situation, we need to train these
troops. The size of the present troops does
not allow us to train anything but a limited
number of troops. Right now, we are hoping
to get battalions out of the divisions’ sectors.
This is not enough. According to the
alliances that you had presented sir,
[unintelligible].

Saddam:

iyl bal [unintelligible]
fhaals W dale iay

[Unintelligible] is the analysis general or is
it specific?

Nizar:

e el (Saa A5 ) gall 3G Y
Gl o Ll3

No, I am talking about the a possible image
for the corps’ sector

Saddam:

b anl s S ge Uil ey callag L
1)) Gl Y a4 5 a5 gaall
Olalinul e Aala Glalisd
Shhie ddas o Al e L
Sl S g e oY) e
3 e JB s $a saall Lialiy
¢ yaall

No big deal. Not every time someone
expresses a picture, we tell him “yes.” I
want specific analysis. This means measured
analysis. It means that it should be
established on an alibi. The alibi could be
logical, scientific, or even both. For
example, why does the enemy surprise us?
Do you have fewer weapons than the
enemy?

Nizar:

. Caladadl) (IR

No. The position of the troops

Saddam:

e Oshi 1551 Y 5 4de J81 Le 238 S
gall Cpegr la 13l daa 28 e Y 5 el
a1 A Ay e 5 5k 4
a5 055 el 05 a Y
LJ‘“}:’L“‘J\ )J’J‘ 43 BQ\&“JU;IJA)U
Cdnioe Lo aal g A3 i adde
o le ol gl e sSH oI Y1

No excuses shall be accepted by me from
any leader, nor will you accept any excuses
from a commander. Unless the enemy
secures a superiority against him with the
ratio of three to one. It has to be clear to the
commanders and superiors that unless the
enemy outnumbers you with a three to one
ratio, we will not accept anything from him
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but a confession that he is a coward or that
he had failed to administrate his battle
properly. Whether a failure or a coward, one
of them. These are the measurements of the
army. Would the enemy’s army come to us
and not suffer losses?
Nizar: .aaw )l 45 (s Y | No sir, they have losses. If you allow me,
Saddam: .waA | Then, that is it.
Nizar: e | Yes.
Saddam: Sue  Sas lald | We are talking about soldiers.
Nizar: a2 | True.
Saddam: Frye g J sty 238 aay (181 L Ul | From now on, [ will not accept any illogical
3585 ) sial J JE 50l as) 5 ale | Statement from a comrade. One pf the
Aol GM\-’ imallys S A ol | comrades saicll to ijne, ;They gclhleved
N e e a4 .+ | superiority.” I said to him, “Silence”, or
L S > ub\"\u.“y\ o5+l something with the same meaning during
T 5o S didl L Nl sl my comment. | said to him, “The
g pasall S g J J s 38 o | intelligence had informed you with the
A dawly (5985 g2l (el 28 5 52N | number of people who are going to show up
PUIPRREER G_J)\_qj\ z il e aal FPR! in that place.” [ will not accept any incorrect
Culay oYz S el sy a3 statements. Unless the commander comes to
-l yal g dnda La 131 o100 me and.telvls me that the encmy had secured
(EalSaE &3 2" | a superiority of three to one in regards to a
specific battalion. Otherwise, the battalion’s
commander should be judged. If the
brigade’s commander does not judge the
battalion’s commander, he must be judged
himself.
Nizar: axd | Yes.
Saddam: (& el 4 | And that is how we fight.
Nizar: .zeaa | Correct.
Saddam: Ja Thu 3 e et gaell (a3 Je8 | Is the enemy’s training better than our
dxcay Ja hanlid (e Juad) asiles training? Are they better armed than us? Is
SdE . NI ..y | their psychological situation in comparison
s Lsf:M j_: Ln‘ u}u\#u =il [pauses]. Everflthing should be wrapped
s o Lia Ll jie SHL .
= L R together when it comes to the commanders.
peallas 5 Gulall 225 0 gL Sl i g 5ene |y responsibility is to prepare the people
o lia ge ) A g e 050 | for the fight. My responsibility is to provide
ot Lo dadlu a3l A 5 5ae | you with the people and my job is to make
) sure that you will not be shorted in regards
to weapons.
Nizar: zzaaa | That is true.
Saddam: s daladll (5 e e a8l 3 55 | My responsibility requires me to be on the
Ta 88 ga A }\_;j\ 3 lay right side when it comes to analysis and
G 5al 5 5l 52 i.d;}.u JREA T strategic leadership. Your job and the
L T Ty ST ibility of the rest of the divisions’
Gilajdall gl () L aa) 4 oY) responst . , .
S A0 ! - leaders and the brigades’ commanders, is
Agsthall a5l 3 deles s | 6w 10 use all of these pieces in order to
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create a team spirit that could achieve the
wanted result.

Nizar:

ax

Yes.

Saddam:

53 S L cpmiee OKU 038
6 sine Slo pb W puSay i (S grany
Lyl Giah 5 el Lo s e
By OSae Jladll 5 S5 gus 9k 02 )
sandl 3 Gl Uy gas Tl (e 4
sl s 3B (5 5 aSlua S e by
S e @b

Everyone needs to be concerned about this.
This goes for all the leaders that could hear
me. This is so they would reflect it to all
leaders and commanders in every level. We
can not keep [pauses] okay, Al-Basra is the
enemy’s target. Okay, what do we do? They
could achieve something in the north.
Where do we bring from? We had built an
army that is four times bigger than the
enemy’s army. By the way, your army is
four times the size of the enemy’s army.

Nizar:

g bk i

It is even more sir.

Saddam:

& G aSile G sk e gaadl ey
(e 5 i (5 sm Wy OS] Se S
bal pada (i lal 48, o (35
Led Ll Uil e land 48 5all 35 )

Dha y alall 2 ol els ] g
3 98 aglal o Gl 5 el gl
Lo LoV shia s o)) ) ol (3L 008
M8 (358 (Srg (3580 Huay e s
il Cam Uil (B dgas Ul )
oA Y1 B Ll L 3y jSull
Aalil (b alaia e sl Cns
Gl 2 iy A28 3 53 Le ey Ayl
Jisiy W Y Ciladall (e ilial o ot
Ade G55 e o ASaL aal)
St @58 Ga A I d s
oo G Adls s Akl

Elasa L (phaliial g gy LSS
Le il aliS pa 40l3 138 Jaswd Allay
oY 5 s osla A J S
Al 2l (il Y 5 sl S
Ja ashiall o3gd 208 il 28 elaie il
&t e (358 Garp O 48l saad)

5 Eemse N (B 5 snse O
U Llisne 25 5§ gunse (O
o2a 43Y Jii Lol Ul Y 1aa e $ans
e Saii 21 OV i WLLE 1)
dsiyaals JS Gdllaaa Ly 5 liddle
Lo Bagan g Ll (g 5 bl g g &l
Joe b e 8 5 &) Ll 50
L 5 IV (5 el o Ly 1

The enemy is not able to secure superiority
against you everywhere, but they are able to
deploy troops and secure superiority against
the Eleventh Division. Okay, we told them
to pull out the brigades of the Eleventh
Division. The Deputy of the General Chief
had come in, issued the orders, and
supervised the retreat. He did this with the
help of the Commander of the Seventh
Corps. There is nothing wrong with this.
Once there is a superiority that exceeds the
humans ability, we will pull [pauses] we
will pull the military troops. We will not
leave them waiting until they start retreating
improperly. In regards to the psychological
aspect, [ do not want any leader to ask for
anything extra for the troops, unless he tells
me that the enemy is able to secure
superiority against him. He needs to inform
me with the point where the enemy could
achieve superiority. Let him react. He can
liberate formations; make them reserve,
train them, or hold on to something easier.
That is his job as a leader. I am no going to
tell him how to hold on to things. Neither
the Army Chief of Staff nor the Deputy of
the General Chief would interfere in such
things. You are the commander in this
region. Is the enemy able to secure a
superiority against you in regards to this
subject, this subject, and this subject and
you want our help? Say “yes”. Otherwise,
we will not accept it. If we were to accept
this from you right now, it would reflect in a
negative way on your relationships with the
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iRy,

Divisions Commanders. Everyone will start
to whine about something. Once you give
them room, they will reflect it on the
Brigades Commanders. As a result, you will
find even the simple soldier telling you,
“Our reserve is not enough.” As a result to
this, the soldier would feel like he has an
excuse to retreat improperly, retreat without
orders, or not to fight as he should.
Nizar: ($xwe Cinan W | If you allow me sir.
Saddam: and | Yes,
Nizar: 3 S e 22l e iy a88all Ual | In reality, it is not about whether the number
R A N Ay @A 51} (53 o e | is DOt enough or something else. Sir, the
[unintelligible] St oy o SItu'atlon.lr} reggrds to the troops right now
Adad it e s ] glie JSi [un1r_1te111g1blel it should be conducted
R e S P R cautiously. This means that no troops should
Cilaaill o3 Liad g )il Jloe S be brought while there a chance for training
Jae by ol Jlae 58I gl Abiadll | them, If these brave troops were to be given
e B &N Jlae (and o) Lew yadl | room for training [pauses] if they were to be
58S ) e g JS caypxil el givgg threc?l‘;obfour n;logths to ;)e train}fd, our
. SR . | position will be much better. Sir, eac
'Jys‘;&j|:;ﬂ‘?? m‘iw battalion needs a month or a month and a
. e | half to be trained. Take a look at the
Sl O M aw s A g sl Gitation of these troops since they met until
A48 ahls JS M Sl s 5a | the time they took their positions. Each
ol e adlai 85 13 23 ) o 68 Ly &5 | division’s sector had received a battalion; an
238 €05 5ha (sarw JaaMs y yxill | extra battalion. If we can pull them out for
. training [pauses]. Can you see how it works
sir? This
Saddam: z 58 e S tuas 385 13l (g & | Sir, if you can pull more than one battalion,
] go ahead.
Nizar: o bayh aa gl g Lua auia gl L | The situation right now sir [pauses] if you
Al saw S e 13 S0 allow me sir, every thing will be explained
¢ g;“’}-"-j' Ls s sl ;J\ : .u;;.\\ throughouf[ the presentation. Sir, wha't is the
- )'_,}m Q\.‘élp o L;l\_éliﬁ‘;\ @ new situation that had developed? It is the
i - ol agreement that was conducted between all
oY saall 5 a0 WS | P e devastating groups on one side and
the Iranian enemy.
Saddam: 5 $ y anall b JS b aae S 5 | What is the number of all of these
flew cpaliall aae S devastating groups? How many gunmen do
they have?
Nizar: Onnbual e e il yany gaw | Sir, regardless of the gunmen numbers,
Saddam: ¢ i gall A lile (3851 gial 5y oS | How many times had they achieved
€A | Superiority against you?
Nizar: e Y lde (34871 e L o Al | The devastators do not have superiority
L sealey UL Y against us with the exception of these hills
j that they attack.
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Saddam:

S SN e

How many hills are there?

Nizar:

Loone M eliued e dg )l

There are fifteen to twenty hills.

Saddam:

Lede () sianda ply o Lgaa 303
T

You will regain it back, but under the
condition that they would secure superiority
that would exceed its capacity.

Nizar:

GEY! 138 Jgb s I e 1
2elS Ol g S e (M g2
O s omoAadl O s dealle

If you allow me sir. Sir, does this agreement
that was conducted between all of the
devastators on one side and

Saddam:

o G 5 cpoaalls ) i
58 adl 3 g SL | e
Ot 5 pelS (hsm 1 sllad agd J 58

R

Mr. Nizar, in regards to these devastators
and the treaty that was conducted, tomorrow
if we were to throw them a bone and tell
them to come on, they would all come in
because they know each other.

Nizar:

g | gllad agd J 58 ) ) L

We will not tell them to come in sir.

Saddam:

s e s S o), [unintelligible]
OGS (e A 5 03a 5 S g8

[Unintelligible] Al-Barazan, who was their
father, he was alone. Once Iran left their
hands off of him, he dissolved just like the
salt does in the water.

Nizar:

G\M

That is true.

Saddam:

12 a0 pget Sl e od (Al
oyl Sl gy 2B Y
O e e Jixy (d JoE se O il
G5 Ll 508 S oS3 J 81 Gl pad
S el Al aaly JS SIS | oL
sl i e

In regards to the devastators, prepare your
people, warn them, and train them. Do not
keep sitting down. Go out and hit the
devastators. Do not tell me that they are half
trained! [ am saying this to all of the Corps’
Commanders without any exceptions. Every
one of you, along with their sector, needs to
be thinking of how to confront the enemy.

Nizar:

e

True.

Saddam:

O e a2 13 65 )
Al Jie da iy (5l gaadl () 58 535
andy ol 31 A8 e 15558 oSl

Baa g Ay i sl oy 5 dis s
Leaing 5 sanll a8 g0 (0 oy 3l DU
UYL 5 puaally AYI Jlaal g
el VL 5 P il 5 Sl
Osbany (San (i OV (318 ued
gk L shiany (Sae le (54 il
et )l daall G 5o G 53
S dhdl y eyl g dmdadll clile
s Nl pm sall 321 5 Ll

5 dsY ELalL Uy o e Jiasaal 53 5e
4 o je Jhale sadle Joe jedh
Jhay W 5 s by il 5l ol Y
O alaia el s (G0 a4y 2y
e Shela €1 an ile (52 43y hall

If you were to confront twice, you would
realize how the enemy will break in the
front of you, just like a necklace. Be
confident that if one of you, even with half
of the capacity, goes out and strikes the
enemy once, he will not even have time to
strike the enemy’s headquarters and capture
them one after another. Use the Fifth, the
First, the Second, the Fourth, and even the
Special Forces first. I am talking about five
corps. Right now with two battalions, you
could be able to achieve results that they
would not be able to achieve with divisions
in different circumstances. Just start; that is
how it is. I want to gather my artillery
against you, strike you, and take over.
Surprise them and take over the
headquarters. Just try it one time, just like
we did with the First Corps. The Corps had
upset people and it stayed that way until it
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came and started working with Jawad.
Otherwise, they would have kept on
screwing with them. Why did you apply the
order of Saddam Hussein without checking
back with me? That is how people have
issues. What do you think, I can’t see it? I
see it! He is screwing with Nizar. Even his
requests, he will not approve for him. Is that
true Nizar or not?

Nizar

(S pd

Yes sir!

Saddam:

£s_Soall i 15y

Swear on your military honor?

Nizar:

el B i g paa 02 Gl 98

True, that is correct sir, but I have no idea
why he would be doing something like that.
I am thinking

Saddam:

ally (ool Ul Y g g il s 01 Y
Ll | ceile Ol 0l b e
DL Al UB 5 saall (o yuas
aS 51l g ) L [unintelligible]
Ofias e | alaldl (o jaldl 5 7 58
1 e adine i (ny s )
e‘)\?@.ql*u\)ﬁ‘y‘)eh\;!)w\
Lo Sl S35 La Lem (s o (sl
pedsie amy ) 53 L a8 ell gy 3y B8
OV Y ppra s (Y (5 i 50 b
AE

No, I know why he is doing it. Look, I can
see with one thousand eyes. Son, he is
distracted. Let’s strike the enemy. We told
him and the men, “Nizar, [unintelligible]”. I
have no idea how many battalions or how
many special guards. They are occupying
the land of his father. [ can’t work with
people who have issues. I can’t even trust
them with four sheep to take them to the
mountains. Do you not remember that one?
Did he not stand up and tell you, “Get up
Nizar”, right? Their situation now is not
[pauses]. Their situation now is worse than
that one, and I want for you to trust me on
this one.

Nizar:

Sir, the troops right now are

Saddam:

&ﬂﬂh_eﬁJ}?ﬁLkﬁuU\
sl 01 0S8 Guallly S8 bl
shaal ap 5538 o SS aal

I know them, and I did not make a mistake
in estimating my enemy. I am not talking to
you about one day. You can form something
with the Third Corps or even the Seventh.
Form the Sixth Corps. In these spots, you
can hit them all with one brigade and it
should be enough to take over some targets.

Nizar:

B s a8 I e Uadl) aas
LoadleUnd o g g Jard o gla sanll
Gany o sy iy A5 ) (ol sly 3y ol
g5l 138 e aaay & gilla (e aasy
cx;.ﬂ\ Lo ) &3\ b\;SY\ ‘53 Lﬁq:\u
Gipmse 9 43l €95 s e all

Sir, in regards to the size of the troops that
are in the front of me, the enemy is prepared
for some action and they had prepared their
troops. With two to three brigades, the
enemy is able to carryout an action with this
kind. With this size sir, in the direction that
they want. Now what is the annoying thing
sir? It is

Saddam:

Pl a e Jomy o iy i

Does this mean that the enemy would
carryout an action that would surprise us?

Nizar:

Lo Lin) Lo 4y Lol Le (g il

Sir, we will not be surprised. Right now we
are not surprised.
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Saddam:

o Ul gl Jeall

We were surprised by the action up north.

Nizar:

(S Y

No sir

Saddam:

A lalin Jldlly Jae g

Any action up north would surprise us.

Nizar:

wlblimdmlelal ol y
Y L N Al Gy DU

o agall Janlt Jia la el oyl Sl
L..S—\-"c J).;_,A\Q\.daﬂ\(.»jjjﬁ}a
JuS) pae 5 gie 55 (po
.Meg.na‘),ﬁc\h};ygm\.@ﬂ._g_)ﬁ
alic 5 (el L (500 L5
Bhalic 3 Cp puiall el G yall
505l rl ) ag) gl 5l e Aaa
Osting 5 COlal gl 3k () 59 gy

) L 2a 50 La (A ol sl (lany
33 g2 gall Ciladadll (ald Ciladadll e

o gl IS Ll Ul 5 dgaally
) e w1 53 lalasyl
(31:54 1 31:46 (0 phaiiy Jay a0
Oe ol el 3Gl ) S 38
23 aaalla

No, it will not surprise us. We do not expect
ourselves to be surprised at all. According to
the current status, I consider the two
brigades to be a very important mission. In
regards to the size of my troops, its quality,
and the shortage of its training, | would
consider that to be very important too.
Secondly sir, right now the devastators and
the elements of the Kumauni Guards, who
had snuck into certain areas. [Pauses] It is
very clear that they would collaborate with
each other, hit the transportation routes, and
occupy some of the blockades that do not
have any troops behind the troops who are
present at the front. I will specify them in a
clear form. [Pauses] These are the directions
that could develop. [Tape cuts from 31:46 to
31:54] It could reach a thousand plus, a
thousand to two thousand of these sizes.

Saddam:

5As8 sallclle epledy &
5 i 131 Ll 3 58 s clileUod
Lo e A jall Y Slail

When the enemy achieves superiority
against you, and when your troops are
fighting above their capacity, if you were to
retreat and give up the Iraqi land, I will not

Nizar:

If God wills, we would never do that sir. If
God will, we will never do it.

Saddam:

Gl Ogie 058 s 50l 1A S (5

o

According to all of this, what do you guys
want? Where do you want me to bring
things for you?

Nizar:

8 gall aSY im et Gy o )l Lo
P RT PRPRE R TRe

1 do not want anything. I am just presenting
the situation to you sir. I do not want
anything.

Saddam:

OB o ) s 5a Y i
ol ) i o

No do not present the situation to me. How
do you present it to me?

Nizar:

Joe iyl Al o) o i
JsY shall

I told you that I was going to present the
situation of the First Corps to you.

Saddam:

JI»h

Nizar.

Nizar:

e—i—)

Yes.

Saddam:

sl anle e 08 JS ) JSET U
Ay Ay Gl 4 (5 La il 5 (545
A el Ll 8 ik S 4y pus
Ade ) gdxa 5e8 DAL (548

This is me saying that any leader whom the
enemy would achieve superiority against
them, while we do not know about it, he
should do whatever he can as a patriot Iraqi.
But when it comes to things beyond his
capacity, he will be excused for that one.

Nizar:

e (S and

Yes sir, that is right.
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Saddam: Cre Oy g (8980 Lo Lo Al JS Wl | But every case where there is no superiority
Jsi ey Al i (gl J8l L agaia )| and they g0 and they retreat from their own
)J\_‘; L A’_\A adpa N ¥and, I will not accept any excuse, and that
L s A 3 | s ieas includes you telling me that whoever came
2 4888 e b el s (Om2 802 | (e new T will never accept that!
e a1 5% A 4w £ 34 | Whatever had happened in Dumagridamin,
Lal agle (55 (5 g La 532l 52524 | it will not be allowed again! He knew that
sa s e Y il sl Jlai L | he was going to be under attack and that
sE) s sl el d,_uf il U8 they enemy did not achieve any superiority
.. . A, 1= . -~a | against him, We are not going to sit here and
‘5\;; d)s"’ ;:\ “fsi‘ jﬁ‘;ﬁ baby-sit people! Not all people do things in
R L _. | this manner. They do not care about a
5Ol e e daall b brother, a friend, or a mustache. There are
Aadia o Lplla 4lual Wl | such people who do not believe in these
oY) ks 8 Al Uil | things. 1 want every leader to cancel the
alls elaic el cuil 4l (565 (5 Suall | eXcuse and become a soldier. Ba’this and
1 SIS 138 o) jegad o8 5553 | o3a | human issues, leave them alone! You would
il kG Al \“ ’ U a ol ol o tell him, “You are a Commander, this is how
e L > 3 N )f much weapons that you have, these are your
A o B el (A Al preparations, this is your food, and this is
A0 Adaall (i VL Aaad gaill 5 2al g your drink. They enemy is in his worst
s pbad Sladasll o 5 a8 il aad g A | situation. Fight him!” The scale for
€y ™ | superiority has to be a three to one ratio.
Three to one ratio is ideal for mountainous
land. Under such circumstances, they would
barely be able to push our troops. True or
not?
MV1: SV | More
Saddam: Shayyila | aaly JHA3Y Lal Y | No, three to one. We do not want more.
MVI: Lua gl L Adnall Ashidll | Mountainous region has a special situation.
Saddam: A haall s YL (5 3 Lal ¥ | No, a three to one ratio is good enough for
Lol s laay )l U des g5l 038 aal s mf)untgipOus land. I want you to'preser\{'e
S 3l o il |, et s dor
G 5 S slal .;4\3 sl "f'x“?“ Fourth Corps, the Commander of the
o=l J Y1 BLall 5 Gualadl BLal Second Corps, the Commander of the Fifth,
Al o) Jua ) 385 jeMA JAa | and the Commander of the First Corps
Ll gy Jead w131 2l jiu) Cargll | Special Forces, we would agree that this is
OGP PR i 5 3 1y sl Fhe strategic goal. If there were any change?s
O oS 5 osSi e in regards to the enemy’s intentions, we will
o . evaluate the situation and get to know the
circumstances so we will not be too close to
you,
Nizar: gasaa | True
Saddam: Ul ad8liall Lo Jlae ati (he a3y | If we were to give you room to discuss this,
Gl gsa@l | 5 ¢y olelas u PIRRCRY I know how you deal with the.Commanders.
ol i J) il L a3l Canal 5 50 I h?ve notic':e?d .that O'm}:? I noticed that thed
- , . military spirit is vanishing among you, an
S o (et Ly Ay Sl this isrt})lecrzxuse of the hurr%an rela%ic})lnships
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that were built by the war circumstances. So
instead of it working in the positive
direction, sometimes it is becoming more
active towards the negative direction. This
means that the commander and the leader
feel safe from judgment. “Oh I have this guy
to cover for me.” This is not good in the
military life! This is not proper! Right now,
I am being clear to all Corps Leaders that I
had counted. If the enemy does not achieve
superiority against you, do not speak and
say, “We want military troops”. I would
never accept or allow of this, and we will
not even have one soldier to give to him.
Whatever we approve would be okay. Right
now, according to our information and our
analysis, we must go to another place. The
Fifth and the First Corps should never sit
back. They have to go out and go to the
enemy. The enemy is sitting there without
devastators. Go out and confront the enemy.
You would say to us, “We want helicopter
force to maneuver for us.” We would say,
“Yes we will maneuver for you.” You want
National Defense Battalions? They are here
and they are Peshmerga, just like them, and
they will go against the Peshmerga. Instead
of sitting around until they come to you on
the hill and achieve superiority with a ratio
of five to one on an isolated hill, go after
him, according to the intelligence
information. Right now, we had connected
everything with one person. This person is
Ali Hasan Al-Majid. All of the state’s
authorities and their private agencies are
connected to him. There will be no more
lack of information. You will not have to go
back and forth to Baghdad anymore. All of
the information is out there. He can also
move the National Defense Battalions for
you. Go to the enemy and strike him.
Wherever they tell you he is at, they tell you
that they enemy is in this village, go to the
enemy and hit him in that village. Depend
on God. Yes Sabir?
Sabir: e el | @biabis eand 13V (gauu | Sir, if you allow me, [ have a brief summary
IS ol 3 5 saall 3 a8 5 i<l about the capabilities and the intentions of
" L om e ; | the enemy in all of the operation sectors, so
pald iﬁ;ﬁ:ﬁj\\-ﬁtﬁ it will be easy for the gentlemen, the Corps.
' i - Commanders, to give a summary about their
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sectors.

Saddam:

Al Jusass

Go ahead sir.

Sabir:

c.L\G ol de\ .u.ulﬂ\ LB.\:\Q\ cla\iv \c«.lg
Ot 542y )) 48 3l ga ualad) (3Ll
) W1 a1 ) (e Al
o Aaslen 5 Aeliy (al 2 Y Aa sid
SJJMMG\)Q\&LDGDJ&G C.LGS\
e ol g g il dale) (il

g At il o gans 5 y200n Cpusalli
& phe ¥l e jall 5 Al Cllee
lee 3Ll Lode 33 M sl dibaia
o8 Cila glaa Ltie Lo 5yl duia
3 gaaall Jaadl e dpim pai L5 35m
O gRtiall andll olady yaailly

e a8l s e s e
D O Gilaall g Laia Y SBials

Ay sall (e 5 A o 5l £ gun g
O 5 dag ) 5 dilasnud 5 ll G811
Jsme 438

I am going to start with the sector of the
Fifth Corps. The Fifth Corps sector consists
of the Sixty-fourth Division, which includes
only four brigades. The four brigades are
deployed for defensive and protective
purposes in the sector. He has only three
liberated battalions for the purpose of
reorganizing and two unofficial brigades
that are scattered in the entire sector to
coordinate in regards to the devastating
operations. The greater part is in the region
of Hiyah and that is where the corps had
conducted their latest confrontational
operation. We do not have information
about any confrontational intentions other
than limited action, especially towards the
part that is left from the blockade of
Ghardaqo. Sir, | had suggested to you in the
previous meeting that a study should be
conducted in regards to the situation of the
Ninety-sixth Brigade, which is present in the
sector of 1974, since it is very isolated.

Saddam:

3 s Lab (505 of Ll

We had requested the situation to be studied
and to carryout either a retreat or a
reinforcement.

Sabir:

ol

Or by reinforcing it.

MV2:

This had happened sir.

Saddam:

fpnd

What?

MV2:

A TR ST TN
g oo sall 3gn LZELE 5 (500 5 2l
5 Shleall 48 yide dind il 5 Le J8
Ll 5 )8 L 2 5 5 5 Ll
LSS 5 uelad) (3Lall 28 #3554 5
sl L) 8 5 blualip g sall 18 1gd
o 3y s Aikaial) Guii 3 o S0 13
daas A Gualadl BLall ) slaall ¢l b
3O g aaly e il o g Lia
#}BJ&\@J}AY\M&U&;
o il Lgle S Lo Jia cilalaill
Rl sl any a5 dpalall )

e Wl L 0 Al (gla 45
sl lax aga dibie 4 il L2SLY)
5 O el sl Ja Lea Juadl o1 50

It happened. First, I was with the brigade, |
went out on the 31* and we talked about this
subject. Before that, there was a common
committee for operations and the corps, and
they had a report. A visit was also
conducted by the Commander of the Fifth
Corps. We discussed the situation in details,
and we had decided to keep the brigade in
the same region and to reinforce it with a
Special Force Brigade of the Fifth Corps,
which had also arrived between the 30™ and
the 31, There were also some issues in
regards to organizing the troops in the same
way that they were last year. We had also
confirmed what kind of troops are going to
be stationed in some of these blockades.
This region that was indicated by the
Intelligence Director is a very important
area. Keeping the brigade out there is much
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better than switching the Ninety-eighth
Brigade for many considerations. We came
up with this method and there is a detailed
report with Mr. Army Chief of Staff.

Saddam:

ceile s adle a8l g5 ) gl I el
zob A glny el slll pia g 58
oS3 Jandd a5 LAty e
2 55020 o) s Ll ST 8
ol o513 aldd el (o sl
2208 )

Okay, whatever you guys approve should be
okay. You had mentioned that the situation
of the brigade needs feedback from the
Intelligence Director. To make it easier for
you, | had told you that you have the option
of retreating or reinforcement. Check out
both cases so that if you chose the
reinforcement, then it is okay, keep it out
there. Yes.

MV3:

(Y1 A8 3l adald ) (s Al
AN AE Gl Aela 38 O ellia
Gl ) s Aald Gl 8 oy e

@B Oade 5 Al 5 UL dihie A
dahie b 0 saie o)) ALEL Aikaid)

ladaill (ya 5y yaall Cilakadll |l 505l
Lol &35 N o s Jaid o dpaldail
el s 3 sm sad Anallailll e Cilaadl
.Gl g ) e dad g

Sir, according to the sector of the First
Division, there are three official divisions.
The Twenty-third Division Special Forces in
Saradash, the Thirtieth Division in the
region of Bana, and the Twenty-eighth
Division in the region across from
Manjaween, in the region of Mariwan. The
liberated troops from the official troops are
only two to three battalions. In regards to
the unofficial troops, there is only one
deployed liberated brigade.

Saddam:

e 7908 O dhlia Cal
Al cualbdlia (G ju

Make your calculations on how we are
going to go to Saradash. Right? Make your
calculations that way.

MV3:

o g Sl 4l

Yes calculations, yes sir but

Saddam:

el Lo JHaally sa [unintelligible]
i Lo I (Eal el el Sl
O3S O (S W s Jal (M a2y
Waie 4S5 Le Al salall 5.dse s
G Aial 21 N G i

L3 Alilae 30l () oS5 Le Lyl o jall
JSalla (5 () Al i s

Yyl leg o)l e Dl jie 4y lidia
Bl Gl Jie Jdladly s jia S
JPES R T ENR I LR E T BN

You make your calculations. Make your
calculations [unintelligible]. Don’t we have
people on the other side of us? This is how
your calculations should be. Any army that
will not keep confronting until the last
moment cannot be called a fighting army.
The leadership that does not have a
confrontational spirit to the last moment of
the war, will also not be considered a true
fighting leadership. Our army is capable of
being this way. Our army has one of the
most incredible features. No one in the
world has the features of the Iraqi fighter.
Let’s just prepare them in a real way. Yes.

MV3:

LN 16 L8 ool ks 5o
%DUJJQJLAAUA\)GYB}Z&\AJJY‘
sl a1 SN Lo L
O & sana la sa 5 aldas il
Y1 Ll ol UG e Ll

Sir, the enemy’s troops in the sector of the
First Corps are deployed for defensive and
protective purposes except the three official
battalions and the one unofficial battalion.
They are not gathered in one spot, they are
scattered all over the sector of the First
Corps.

Saddam:

palys Guly Bla (saalas

He should coordinate with Mujahidee Khalq
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[unintelligible] yes.

MV3:

YV (g gads adald alad 83 gana A a5
ookl Jaall dsils ) gaadl o
el 51 B il e ) il
S Ll pdals 5 gaall S BLANN
A8l oa Apaldas (38 aa )l 2 5as odic
Oaond aal dibhaiay ailad 5 2al

s aglai a8 58l 5 a3l oy Adlaia
ALGAX\J(‘A\M_LQJM&(M’ LA
Sl G Y 5 alaa hads I
MJM\;\‘,}J&&&L&
J'J’-“‘)LQ}MIM‘;&JPJA&LA
Leia 5 na sallai ol 58l @l 2528
‘T’me\—\zﬁﬁyc\)ﬁ‘@u‘sﬂaﬁu
dihia o o gl e o Gl
ddlala Cpased g Adu g Aflany ) B8
Ol 12 olaily gaadt Ll 3 il 3Y)
%Mh)kﬂ\j\j‘}“%ﬁﬁ@“
YM}%&JL\A&JJ‘?;J(,B“)H
u\M;AM\E‘)LI\é‘L& ):\A:\GL;\MJ
Oe el Gam 5 0l IS (534
O w3l salls B clile Jia Y
Ba ey pati | A 2l sil Aaas
Amaadl Lt s dauliddy (Sl
Lo Ly a5 L 8 ylats AN (314N adal 46,
T3S a sh Alaiall la ] s
5 mbuall e lgd 3 9138 e S

S 5 oed e g S ana il
ela gl (e 54y seaall ALl
IS5 s sall Ll
agle (585 a0 5 Apellaill Ciladadll

Gl 5 3 53 sane ililans oLl

Ol Osaaaiy b 5ot Lo oY) aad
O A 5 agd 1 saany O O silday Sy
al e &l (sie s o Gl sy
Js¥) Glall cillae dilaia i a5l
Giladad g adalill e (g gusall |l
5 Ol 5 day )l A8 4l A M dpalda
5 L8z ) el el )
2 Ll s 5ue (00 5 Aanndl o)l

Previously, we had received information
that the enemy has limited confrontational
intentions towards the sector of Manjaween,
but the enemy had delayed carrying out the
action because of the weather conditions
that had occurred in the last period of time.
In regards to the Second Corps sector. In the
Second Corps sector, the enemy has
approximately four official divisions. They
are the Eighty-first Division in the region of
Shereen Palace, in the region of Sirb Al-
Zahar, the Fifty-eight Division in the region
of Naft Saddam across from Naft Saddam,
the Fortieth Mirage Division in the sector of
Mandali, and the Fifty-fifth Parachute
Brigade in the region of Sumar. The enemy
has approximately four official liberated
battalions. There are six to seven battalions
that are currently being trained on how to
attack the region number 465, the region of
Al-Azanat. The enemy has intentions
towards this place in the region of Al-
Azanat. To be specific, the area number 465.
There is a sign that they might conduct some
type of action within the coming seventy-
two hours. As I has stated before, the
enemy’s force does not exceed seven
battalions which are going to carryout the
confrontation against this place. By the way
sir, in the directorate, when we calculate the
official troops in the corps sectors that I had
mentioned, we almost do not give it a lot of
attention, and sometimes we even drop it
from our calculations. Let me be clearer sir.
In the last month until now, the Republic
Presidency headed by Khamenai’ and his
advisors, they had visited all of the official
troops and they had confirmed that they
would conduct limited operations in the
corps sectors. Until now, they had carried
out nothing. They make excuses that the
stationed Iraqi troops are strong and they
always ask them to allow them to wait for
awhile until the time comes and they can
cause a surprise against one of the sectors.
In the operation region of the Special Forces
First Corps, the responsible for the sector
are official troops. They are the Eighty-
fourth Division, which consists of
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approximately five battalions. The Thirty-
seventh Brigade is responsible for the
northern area of Mahrat region. The enemy
considers Humrain sector to be very
important and gives it a lot of priority. The
enemy believes that we are waiting for the
chance to regain Humrain region. As a
result, they are holding it with a force of
guards that does not exceed one division. In
the First Corps Special Force sector, the
enemy does not even have one liberated or
reserve battalion. As known, in the sector of
the Fourth Corps, the enemy has three
official divisions. They are the Twenty-first
Division, the Seventy-seventh Division, and
the Sixteenth Division. Out of these three
divisions, there are three brigades. [ am
sorry, two brigades. There were three, but
one of them is being held. Two liberated
brigades that continue to train. The enemy
gave great importance to the sector or the
region of Al-Zubaidat. To be specific, it is
the sector number 151. The troops of the
two brigades are also on alert in order to
carryout action towards this sector. Until
now, they did nothing because they make up
excuses of the readiness of our troops in this
sector. As you know sir, through one of our
reports, in regards to the Fourth Corps
sector, the enemy wants to conduct
reconnaissance operations, which are to be
organized [unintelligible]. We had also
indicated in the report that the motive
behind this continuous effort with
helicopters is to switch our attention to this
sector. The Sixth Corps operation sector
[pauses] there is one division in the Sixth
Corps operation sector. It consists of guards
who are spread from Lisan A’ajradah to the
north [pauses]. Right now in Majnoon
region, there is one guard brigade and two
official battalions. We have no available
evidence for the existence of confrontational
intentions in the Sixth Corps sector, and not
even in Majnoon region. In regards to the
east of Al-Basra sector, the Ninety-second
Armored Division occupies the sector or it
is responsible for the sector starting from the
region of Majnoon until Makhfar Zaid. The
enemy in the penetrated sector is continuing
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his engineering defensive activities
consistently. They control this place with a
force of guards that is approximately five
divisions. This force consists of
approximately twenty thousand fighters.
The majority of the fighters in this sector are
from Al-Mahdi Corps. Lately, they named it
the Additional Exceptional stage.

[Unintelligible]

[Unintelligible]

MV3:

ol 553 (e T ile) e (52 0
el Bl ) Gl Y g ol
Alaya o3 43l ag | gallad 3 il Cuald
Gl &ila g gt JUSH ym il Al
5S8 (AY Als pall

L) 38 auudl Ll st 1 & el
5 A 5 A e b I
5.nde 5 AS e g G de

L pall 88 agiad S yilud | shil
38 il (55 pdals 853 5 5a I
ad Jgé ) - 5lsaY dilie paailly
J8 g 130 ) sl 3 glas e oY)
a5 daele¥) ililladll el 138 0
o o) ) Jgad aall 4l Ny p Uall
o L) s J8) e 8 ¢l
< geds il lall a8 Al L3 L
QQEJL,\QGA }wa\k._lS;:Qu\.aj
Aoloa Gl 83 paiie JU )1 AS o
Sllee L5 5 AV sluall U3
saadt a3 Gl Jo ASLLY cilislas
Lo (e Lizal aia i) o a3 &g o
A B AWV G 8 | L U )
Yol (e e ja oo Gl s2a
Ao el () gadiiany agsl (pa Lanan 43
s Jao (530 g dealiall (sl
o e Uadl) ()5S 4l Ui o) L b
Bl g Uinl Lai dgiia g Unil 138
LB (oo paliesn (Baaai (5 SN
e e 58 e (e e e
138 3 Rag ) Gl paial A8 pea

Uiyl Lo Jie Lol sanll adalal
Cailing ol LAY saie La Uy ek
Aol gl Cilangll oa 3y ad i) Az a3
asl @ jlaa LB U Wb i U
Al <1 Y aliaall 5 andaall

Sir, they had made an announcement about a
period of time to allow Iranians to volunteer
and join Al-Mahdi Corps. The time was
over, so they announced to them that this
would be an exceptional stage to complete
the volunteering process of a hundred
thousand people. The first stage. They had
participated in the battles that were indicated
by Mr. Commander of the Third Corps. This
consists of the battle on the 23" and the
battle on the 28™. They had suffered a lot of
losses. The strike force that was in the sector
east of Al-Basra, to be more specific, the
region of Al-Ahwaz  Zizfol. Until now,
they could not exceed fifty thousand and the
actual number could be less than this. The
activities at the front of this sector indicates
that the enemy had changed the strategy into
a momentarily defense. Similar to what was
indicated by Mr. Commander of the Third
Corps, some activities that would catch the
attention had appeared. They consist of
constant movement of motorized convoys in
critical timings, right before the sunset and
at night. It has been associated with
operations or wireless calls based on that the
enemy has an intention to confront. We
believe the same as what we had expressed
in our reports. [Pauses] I am talking about
the last two reports. We believe that these
activities are part of a trick, but we have to
be cautious that they might use a trick to
deceive us and carryout a real action. At that
time, we had recommended that the troops
in that sector were to be merely alert. We
conduct a consistent coordination with the
Third Corps. It is on a daily bases and it is
not less than twenty times a day. We do this
to recognize the quick variables in this
sector. Exactly like we had indicated in our
reports, the enemy does not possess the
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capability of resuming their large scale
attack with the same momentum of the large
scale attacks that were carried out
previously, right after the battles of the
Great Day and the Great Harvest, because
their capability is first limited and because
the strike troops or the strike force has not
yet reached the required level of training.
Accordingly, do not believe that the enemy
would give up any part of the strike force in
order to carryout a limited operation outside
of the sector. Based on this information and
let us be specific and say that we do not
believe that the enemy would carryout any
action in April outside of this sector, and if
the enemy were to conduct a confrontational
operation, they will not carryout a large
scale operation. They might carryout an
operation in order to regain the part between
the line 500 and [unintelligible]. Our current
reports state that there is no change of
direction for the current strike, which is
located between the southemn of the Eight
Division and the region of Abu Floose. The
enemy’s concern [pauses]. The enemy has
not been concerned yet about anything
outside of this sector. We had received a lot
of information from many agencies stating
that the enemy has intentions in the region
of Al-Faw, the region of A’badan, and the
region of Al-Hor. Despite all of that, we
were not able to get any confirmation for
this information. In the current status, we do
not support this information. The Seventh
Corps sector. The enemy’s force in the
Seventh Corps sector consists of two guard
divisions in the eastern and the western part
of Al-Faw sector. There are two other
divisions to defend the region of the Arab
Coast, | mean outside Al-Faw sector. We do
not have any information that would
indicated that the enemy has serious
confrontational intentions in this sector.
Thank you sir!
MV4: Uidde AN dadaall cLEYY (3 g0 | Sir, one of the great things that you had
gzl @‘, 5o Ul ) Lok i 431 Laly) | taught us, is that sometimes you have to put
Baliindl g 45 o g yourself in your enemy’s shoes and figure

. T ol | Out the lessons that you can learn in regards
LS s 533 A4S Jre Y Ay to any battle we participate in. To behave

2y Gl US 5l a8l5l1 5 gaall o just like the enemy would. In fact, if we
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would have paid attention to this instruction,
many things would have changed after the
battle of the Great Day. The enemy had felt
that attacking two fronts would cause them
to lose for example; the command and the
control, and that could lead to scattering the
firearms, especially when it comes to
crossing over a water blockade. When you
lose the surprising factor, fighting against
Iraqgis is not an easy task. After avoiding all
of these obstacles, I must add another
element to all of this. This consists of us
becoming use to the idea that after each
attack, the enemy takes a break that would
sometimes last for two months, three
months, and it could stretch for a year, then
the will resume their attack. According to
the enemy’s point of view, repeating a large
scale attack within a short period of time
would represent one aspect of the surprise,
and that is what had actually happened.
Right now, we agree that the dangerous
strategic goal for the enemy is the city of
Al-Basra. Al-Basra directly and Al-Basra
indirectly, or by crossing once again through
[unintelligible] to the Seventh Corps and
choosing the divisions, starting with the
Thirty-second Division, Eleventh Division,
Fifth Division, Eight Division, Twenty-
eighth Division, Forty-first Division, and
ending with the Thirty-first Division. This
inside Al-Qarna and Majnoon. There is no
serious target that would tip the strategic
scale other than this important city. [ts
importance does not only come from the
number of its population, but also from its
geographic location and its status in the
hearts of the Iraqis, where sometimes it
exceeds the capital. It is important because it
represents the connection to the Arabic Gulf
land and the ability of Iran

Saddam: [unintelligible] 4aalell | The capital [unintelligible]

MV4: 3 b el ) sy Gl jall (53 | Sir, Iraqgi people love Al-Basra.

Saddam: Ul =y | How come?

MV4: At Lay y 4ae JAag | Itis the city, perhaps because

Saddam: 202k (e a8} yuali 3 padl | Al-Basra is more important than Baghdad?
MV4: Al G 8 iS) i aal ga | Not important, it is just closer to the heart.
Saddam: Adgall 28 &l J 8 Bl S) 5e Y | No, it is not closer! As the leader of the Iragi
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state, I am telling you that Al-Basra is not
closer to my heart.

MV4:

Ul s e pas (g Ly (sin
el atile e das

Sir, we hear that from some of the people
and perhaps it is because of the suffering
that was caused to the city.

Saddam:

LU S (S Y (Sadge Y
e i il ge Jle S oS L
a3 e A eli[unintelligible]
Ol yall g8 e 0 85 el ik
O B S) G sbd iy alazy (4
ol e Ui b el
St Laalall (e ) 9 Jlaia
¢ i g ol go (g QB e S gl
Ok

No, when we speak, we have to balance our
words. We do not speak emotionally. It is
not local poetry. When we speak
[unintelligible]. What do you mean by Al-
Basra is closer to the Iraqi people’s hearts
than Baghdad? There is nothing closer to the
heart of a Hungarian man than the capital of
Hungary. [s there anything closer to the
heart of any Soviet citizen than the capital of
the Soviet Union? How?

MV4:

Lo s Lay ) Gl padl ey Jail (s

el (e ABaall ey atile

Sir, lets say it is the point of view of some
Iraqis. Perhaps it is because of what it had
suffered in regards to bombarding

Saddam:

[Unintelligible]

[Unintelligible]

MVa4:

23 il sam Ja S Gl
?G.Al\ c«‘_fﬁ\” ZL;M\

Anyhow sir, I apologize for this comment.
The important thing is

Saddam:

5 Jlai Cadat 3 panll b el 68 Ll
il iy 5l 5] s
Sl (M aarms 5 Jildi (5 ) seenll

I am telling you that if Al-Basra were to fall,
we will fight, and if they were to reach the
gate of the Republican Palace in Baghdad,
we will fight them and push them back to
the borders.

MV4:

h&; P Jaa

This is a wise thing.

Saddam:

u;hgwsw\ﬂ‘jﬂ‘d\.ﬂ&‘#\
b Al Lo Al psss e Al Caals
Lo paal gl s Al a5 Le S]

But the theory if they were to take over Al-
Basra, 1t would be the end of the world; it
will not be the end of the world. Even if
they were to take it, it would not be the end
of the world, even if they were to take it.

MV4:

Gia (Say Cad siall G2 g0 Uinl Y
4l Lgaal Cus e 9o gnanll (86 5
ledie S Jlai La 5330 131 La 43al 13
Y 5 la 330 13 #3ldl il o~y Le oS0
Z1oY slasaal 1 Byl - 5
Kya o5 138 s 220 13156l = g 5

el ) Ge e ia ) o Gubaiy 1

Gl g olabll e HAS Y Gl al)
OS5 LB R lgeale S gilael
L 68 a2 j08 g Bl call L

OV OaSalls Ul g g2l a5l of
aaill e S 1 peatiall Ul
O 5488 (3T (e saall aiai () 58
sA Al Al 53l 4y pa 4 S

No sir, excuse me. There might be a
misunderstanding of my expressions. [ am
not talking about its importance in case they
take it. If they were to take it, we will fight
for it and we are not going to drop our
weapons, if they were to take it. The Iraqi
man is not going to vanish if they were to
take it. The revolution will not be gone if
they were to take it. This is a sure thing and
it applies on any part of Irag. Many
countries had their enemies reaching their
capital or even penetrated, but they did not
abandon their weapons and they were able
to regain their strength and kick out their
enemy. On the contrary, right now we are
victorious. If the determinant of the victory
is that we have to prevent the enemy from
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accomplishing their goal and directing an
extreme strike to their human and material
power, this means that the results of the
latest battles had consisted of a sure victory.
In regards to the battles of the year, which
include the battle of Al-Faw, [pauses].
Despite the idea that the enemy had gained a
small part of our land. Mr. President, when I
said the word “important”, I did not mean

Saddam:

ial, 38 o), AL

Relax, relax

MV4:

FSH i )y Wi (e img A3
Tl e o Bali e e a il and

33 4c _c‘};ﬂ FRTY &\A):Luy u)s_).um
(o) Adal) LD ¢ guiaga s N
ha Y5l ik e Lgam jet oy )
Lags oY) Cililaall Akt & (uaSal
e laall gl 5l oLy B i)yl il
Hge &l 28BS 30 3% Clisanl
B aie U piled a5 o) 5 a3 aaall
Uadagis o e da e 2 Y &l
pst 4l 5 saall e ddaliall ale 5 2AL
B85 o 40 O o g Slleny

5 a3l Gl 2 Y gl gall Gan

Oa el ellaeY 5 lualdl (e Jilisll
P [P I OO T N W
Ciladasll ey e g pedl 3jalh llia
Jsa Ly A 5 Jaiill ol Lap ¥
Gile) jal 381 alad) 218 (il
andl Bao HlSaV (any 345 Sy
Lol e i (S0 5 e ppuidl 3 aill (pa
Ol (3 G5 m g Aang G s

O G2l e 230 (5 AN A el
5ol Baebuay a5 (Jny Gluall
SV ael) Do i 43t Ay asall Cilgall
sl ¥ sl iy s 5 s
Opeaad 5 il g Alanssdd 5 all 0y pde
Al 586/12/1 (e bl (e

YV Bl e e 5 87/3/28
Y reling  oile 5 YA
)l 5 da 5 ddlany ) el
Sode g ailen jl g Al dad S
N il il Al A
5l Galal) e Uied g Alansus
OBl 5 Alexnd Lualdl 8 5 dansd

I did not mean that once we lose it we will
be losing a lot. Yes we will lose a part of our
country, but we will not lose our will to
regain this part. Let me go back [pauses]
there are three things that I would like to
present to your Excellency. First, this
gathering in the region of operations right
now [pauses] regardless of our procedures in
building the Defense Headquarters and the
reinforcement, increasing the human density
would have to keep our losses continuous.
As a result, we have to find a solution. Do
we take over the initiation process from the
enemy and carryout assault operations, or do
we designate some headquarters for training
in order to reduce the lose and to give the
Iraqi fighters more time to rest? The second
thing. There is a phenomenal of deserting
some formations, especially during
mobilization processes. Some of these cases
were forwarded to the Deputy of the
General Chief. He had taken procedures in
regards to carrying out some rulings against
some of the people who represent the bad
idol, but they are still out there in Baghdad.
A number of army deserters are passing
through other Iraqi cities. We hope that we
can find a solution for them with the help of
the party and the official parties. Their
number right now is twenty-four thousand,
nine hundred and fifty-two, in the period
from the 1% of December 86 until the 20
of March 87°. They are distributed among
the corps. The First Corps, three thousand,
two hundred and eighteen deserters. The
First Corps Special Forces, four hundred
and forty-seven deserters. The Second
Corps, five thousand, four hundred and ten
deserters. The Third Corps, eight hundred
and eighty-two deserters. The Fourth Corps,
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seven hundred and fifteen deserters. The
Fifth Corps, one thousand and thirty-nine
deserters. The Sixth Corps, nine hundred
and fifty-two deserters. The Seventh Corps,
four thousand, one hundred and seventy-
four deserters. The command of the Naval
Force, five hundred and fifty-five deserters.
The total is seventeen thousand, four
hundred and fifty-two deserters. Add to
them the Third Corps, which consists of
seven thousand and five hundred deserters
from all formations that had enrolled in it.
As a result, the total is twenty-four
thousand, nine hundred and fifty-two
deserters. This represents a large percentage
from the support that we were going to
receive in order to reinforce our forces.
There are two points that I would like to
present to your Excellency, hoping for
guidance. In regards to the procedures
against the slackers are known, there has not
been any changes on the decision of the
political leadership headed by your
Excellency to pardon the deserters, except
what was issued lately in regards to a special
case in Al-Hor. However, right now these
people need to be arrested in whatever way
that it takes. This includes the elements that
were coming to us from the Internal
Security Forces and have not joined yet. So
they had entered the stage of desertion. This
means that the designated period of time for
them to join their units is over and that they
had entered the stage of desertion.

Saddam: AR 8 uiima aSdie | g3l a8 saliat L | You do not need them. You have other
Gl 5 agaulay (518 S an Ll ilS people than them. That .is enough, but.when
sdic (e Jlaall 128 Lt sy | 1t comes to them, there is a law that w11'1
e ,“ B Ua;}.q judge them and I think that the party will be
e 'Ls_‘); u ] active in this issue. Who has other
[unintelligible] | comments? Yes [Unintelligible]
MV5: el J ¥ lall e ciliad gau | Sir, the First Corps Special Forces would
S5 31_); S like to send their greetings to your
Excellency.
Saddam: poudl oSle 5| In peace be upon them too.
MVS5: Ll Slad aa AN 3Ll 138 43 338a0) | In fact, this corps that consists of men who
9 Jalb Al 5 bl s 5 b axlly | are oldhage wise, it c.ons}ilst's zciilsp of the;l same
KT st men who are young in their doings an
i @Dl 0l Jand sayings, and their hearts are filled with you.
So,
Saddam: 2829 0 a )Y Gl agald 13} | If their hearts are filled with youth, then you
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must get them married.

(o KI)

[Everyone laughs]

Sl e Balaed WIS | Aaga Adads
Bl (aadl QIS ) Gy sl )

5 Gl e (I glaa 4y e e
@Bl A8 S jRe I lae 4 e
|y Al 480 pall Jun3 o) " i gl
[..] ool (et

MV5: 1l agl uld S agd Gl aa Ul 22 | I told them that sir. I told them, “If you guys
Sl el ol Wl s 6 8 de ?S:"‘ think you have enough energy, there is
.| . | going to be marriage after this, if God
G J‘) M b2
wills.
Saddam: A L3 ol | If God wills.
MVs5: L il 1) A88all (g2 ALl | The thing sir is that I would like to express a

very important point. I had written to your
Excellency. | am sorry, not to your
Excellency, I had written to the former
Army Chief of Staff. It was in regards to a
special force company for each corps
headquarters and a special force company to
each division headquarters. I received an
answer of, “approval was not granted”.
Awhile after that [...]

[END OF RECORDING]




