Digital Archive

. . - digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org
International History Declassified

W Wilson
Center

September 20, 1990

Saddam Hussein and Iraqi Officials Discussing how
to Deal with Foreign Diplomats in Kuwait and
International Perceptions of Iraq

Citation:

"Saddam Hussein and Iraqi Officials Discussing how to Deal with Foreign Diplomats in
Kuwait and International Perceptions of Iraq", September 20, 1990, Wilson Center Digital
Archive, Conflict Records Research Center, National Defense University,

SH-SHTP-A-000-654. Contributed by Steve Coll.
https://digitalarchive.umd.edu/document/300862

Summary:

This file contains a meeting between Saddam Hussein and some of his officials who
discuss the international attitudes concerining Iraq.

Original Language:
Arabic

Contents:

Transcript - Arabic


digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org

Wilson Center Digital Archive

Transcript - Arabic

Saddam

49 Mie ik pgd 5 (38N (e pudd
YT 5ol asule skl Jaf e
LBy 5 (Ll Loae (3l S

(8 dae 5 0aL8 o 5l

Some of the comrades we see
them in close durations like the
ones who work in the direct
diplomatic field, information and
economics, Professor Tariq.
However, our number is small
today where both the leadership
and the council are meeting.

MV

Jige pusas o 1dds <
S0 g Ue o pre s,

Because, Sir, it is only those who
are in Baghdad. The others are
with Mohammad Alzubaidi.

Saddam

0l 5 b e AL 5d je oS
A4S 4S 48 4l
Cade ¥ Jlals

How many times will a small
company beat a big company with
the will of Allah?.. .laughter.
What are the news from the
information ministry?

MV

Your safety, Sir.

Saddam

23y bl 138 oy (9 sasall i
g pad g pal

It looks like the old man Bush is
beginning to warn us. He must be
half crazy.

Tariq Aziz

gl Gladl e b e san 4x] Sle
(sl dan AT 555 B gl s
leanle s Ulle b, e ala

There is no new language that is
different from before. It is the
same stand. The British minister
of foreign affairs has spoken
about our maneuvers and has
criticized them.

Saddam

£l sl Jay eid sla

What are these maneuvers?

Tariq Aziz

b A oyl Jal) e 2T
hr Soa¥ Al QB a5 Gl
£ 5 e e 138 4 sainall 43Ka
e e g YT e asalialy Y
o sl Ji Lo g Laia Y aandgs
Ay

The talk is about the Arab solution
and to give Iraq a little. It is not
correct to reward the aggressor
with anything. This is not
legitimate. By the way the British
and Prince Abdullah have
criticized the meeting saying that
they cannot accept any
compromise solution.

Saddam

DA Gl 0 5So 1 s o biiely
Al

It is as if he is going to be at the
head of the attacking force

Tariq Aziz

oML s Loy siuaall G ey
bl e

It is because the constitution does
not allow giving up of a hand
measure from their territory.

Saddam

S8 Jad sl o J ae Lo sa
o 14l o Sl e I3l ey
A L)

He does not allow giving up of a
hand measure, but allows giving
up entire Kuwait. God is great.
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Tariq Aziz

S sl e gai il Jlae YL
e

Sir, your eminence has directed
that we apologize to the French
Chargé d’affaires for the incident
that took place.

Saddam

seogiilel Ml il lea
&=

I heard what you announced was
incorrect.

Tariq Aziz

Yes, I have submitted a complete
report to you.

Saddam

e Cialll e

I haven’t seen it yet.

Tariq Aziz

Lo 22y 40l g daan UV 8
cmju)a_l.\:!).ljd_\.i;j‘)\.m
G sias e W g jlany
amu‘}]ng‘.\uuﬁ.l‘)ﬂi Q_XSLC}A
S o JB (5 s G el e
bl 5 dade jlaudl Bl I s
Ay 4l ek bal G i e ol )

5 e 580 La Uia) 58 glae <l jlauddl
LA sie g 3le Al gl s jaila
5 Lalls Uad as) JB  Jady apaigl) D
G Gle galahy ol @iy Y Sy
o U Gl N ild 5 bl
e 31 138 4 o) a4 il
SUMA 5 Jaadll

What happened, Sir, was after the
incident took place we were busy
finding out who was victorious
and who was not, while the
westerners were not cooperative
about the matter. Then comrade
Sabaawi came to me and told me
that there was utter confusion in
that after the closure of the
embassies they did not know
which embassy was closed and
which one was opened. We did
not ourselves close the embassies
and the ones that were closed we
did not enter. Therefore, we
would not know who closed their
embassy and who did not. Some
of the friendly embassies like the
Indian Embassy informed me and
told us that they were leaving and
they did. The Tunisian came the
other day complaining because
that day the troops entered the
house of the Ambassador and
entered the Tunisian embassy.
Therefore, when I saw this
situation I thought I would send
Saad Alfaisal and he was called
in.

Saddam

o laally (55 gaay Liny ) J s82e Lo
(s Js) oald 5 (gaiadl ae 4 5l
LeolS agnas b QU o yulS
Agulps 03U 4 55 (5 Sae

It is not believable that our people
would do that to the Tunisian
embassy! The soldiers went in and
broke the door. It was a steel door
that they broke. They are military
without guidance from the
political leadership.

Tariq Aziz

A8 Jml) e g 508 GLSST IS

Let me tell you. I sent for Saad
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Alfaisal and told him to go and
see comrade Sabaawi and see
what the condition of the embassy
is. According to comrade Sabaawi
there was nothing to worry about
as what happened in the embassy.
They went on an investigation
tour to the houses and they went
in one of the houses tat belonged
to a lady from a family that
belonged to the previous
government and found there the
French Charge d’affairs together
with other persons. They took the
French Charge d’affairs to a hotel
or to the building of the French
embassy and the other three
persons were brought in because
they were not among the
diplomatic corps. That was the
information we had about the
incident. Saad was wondering
why there was so much pressure!
Why are the French so riled up
and building up so much on this
incident! He told me let us send
for the officer and so we sent for
the officer. The officer began
writing down his answers and left
the decision for later. Firstly, the
house turned out to be the house
of the French Ambassador. It is
true that the house belonged to
that lady, but it was rented by the
French Ambassador and therefore
it was the house of the French
Ambassador. Secondly, had they
not gone into the house how
would they have caught the
French Charge de affair? For sure
he was not standing at the gate or
in the garden? They then
concluded with Sabaawi that the
incident did take place. On the
same day of the incident of the
French, the Canadian came to me
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complaining and said that they
came and entered his house as
well as the Dutch. The second day
on Friday, the Tunisian came and
saw Saad Kassim Hammoudi and
told him of the inspection that
took place inside the house of the
diplomats which means that
Sabaawi was not responsible for
the incident. It was his men who
were responsible for what
happened. It was the soldiers of
the special forces who were
carrying out the inspection that
were responsible for what
happened without the knowledge
of comrade Sabaawi. Until the
situation would become clear,
what we did then was to send
Saad there and asked him to bring
back with him the list of the
diplomats and see the papers that
they took. Our intelligence service
was assigned the responsibility of
the Kuwaiti foreign ministry. I
asked him to look at the
diplomatic list that should contain
the names of all the diplomats. All
those who left Kuwait came to
Baghdad and have an idea to
suggest to you. They are
requesting that they be allowed to
leave the country. All foreign
personnel from all different
countries or from some of them.

LOpae B O YL (Bl 5 gl
ui»up,mdﬁ%iw@
pud o e gane (Y a8 24 2x

Saddam AU g Ul 8 260 e gadial AW | Those who refused to obey our
jlﬁ Ao a5 jaian Ul 8 Aty L | orders and we mentioned that
aalidnm ) Alebas Jalay those who did not obey would be
- quarantined and regarded as

ordinary persons and would be
treated like those that were hosted
by us.

Tariq Aziz b 5330 L g aay (paeld 4l g3 L | These people are just sitting in the

hotels and have not been taken in
as guests. Some of them declared
before the 24™ and we let them




Wilson Center Digital Archive

g

Transcript - Arabic

-—

Liled S e i | gsadh agle
sl ald Y 8 524 oy
Lo I g onic JSYT ala W snic
il Loy Uiy Lo oy 5 Gy 5%

Cniase Un agd Jgii Ll & 3

e 2 )0 fiome s Sl
Wl s s 4 sl Nl
u)ﬁd;ﬂgc\)wa)@\mwt‘i
Gal sl 0% 0 O 5 0N
aliad 13}, 4l ghall 4alal) elins
L#Qﬂs‘ojw‘uiu‘):_lm
1o 4l Gakai g 4is) Cayai Y
4ia wa:.g.oJM\gdﬁAM

(5 i dia] (g (s g (5 i
e \3\3&39@}»&&?@_‘5\3\?@*

T0dtin )Y Mia peia Coan il

leave. Those who declared after
the 24™ they have gathered in
Baghdad. What have some of
them done? Some have left for
good since the 24™. That is
because their supply of water was
finished or their supply of food
was finished and those who could
not take it anymore have left after
informing us that they were
leaving. If we tell them that we
are ready to let them travel their
response would be to apply for a
permit from the foreign ministry
and will bring along with him a
list. For example, the embassy x
will bring a list of names of so and
so who wish to travel. If we have
the list of diplomats, then we will
compare the names with the list
presented and will know who will
be cligible for travel and that the
embassy will be closed and will
know that no trouble will follow.
What shall we do with all of them
my master? What do we do with
all of them? Besides the
westerners, there are others like
the Argentineans.

O N e salially aglis

Saddam o siile| s 138 oS ) B e sa | This is within your decision that
you announced.
Tariq Aziz & am &l 8 sy | Decisions can change!
Saddam flas Lfi U &Saie Jiay | Do you have a new opinion?
Tariq Aziz S 4l 4l (g1, Liaie iay | Yes we have an opinion that those
sale L gﬂ‘ 5 Sl Cla A ;ﬁplomﬁts indKlllwaittgndtwtllllo no
| % i s U okay g | longer have diplomatic status, we
el e - jh . )Lu fé let them travel and get rid of them.
e paldd 5 o pday
Saddam flule aeld 515 Jiay agie gl (| Why get rid of them? Why are
they a burden for us?
Tariq Aziz Ol ol (29> 30 (52w aglE | They are a burden, because they
3305 s sSE 5 laal e keep coming to the ministry. They
) aua Al keep coming with their complaints
and so on.
Saddam spelald 5 ) 8l i agale (33ka3 | We apply the same decision and

leave those that are not westerners
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under observation.
Tariq Aziz pelS pgal s (3lhi Ja =y | Does that mean we let all of the
5.0 sy agdi 5 Caula A former diplomats out of custody
o i i) bl e sl and 40 not let them travel? Do we
o i S diandl ol cgn51der the previous westerner
3 AR A R3O 292 3% diplomats as individuals? In fact
Vg (A g Dllias pebani e | e are now considering them as
peilsn Hhu Guale b ¢l ) | individuals and do not provide
them with diplomatic immunity.
However, they are still diplomats
as far as their countries are
concerned.
Saddam 4xiai bl g (5l Jie agil 50 lat 4wa | In the opinion of their countries if
e s ohi o e il g they are regarded as any other
) SN S citizen who is not allowed to
T " | travel is the greatest of sins.
Tariq Aziz Slla a8 IS5 e uaala shall ga Y | No. Because the diplomats are
5008 lilias Lead 5 L 4uiles) different and are covered under
Jad 353, the Geneva convention and there
’ will be a great deal of negative
reaction.
Saddam Leaal ) Jata salaadl Lzasl Lt 4l sall | However, the countries are in
e Cl‘ﬁ S 1l L M a8 cli)mmand of everyi[lhing }x;vit}l:in
RIS, <« unmall | their territories within which it is
Qﬁjﬂ\iﬁ\?ﬁf J )ﬂ_,N W | entitled to take decisions that it
NG I3 | deems are necessary and informs
4 5l) 481 gy 4daii yo T4 481 50 53 | (hose affected to abide by that
Ll Al gloall adall 4nie e adidaall | decision. When they were
9o 5 yiiaid U g8 53l agic Culaiul | informed and did not abide by the
decision what does their
diplomatic status have to do with
it? It is not something that sticks
with them. It is connected to the
host country and it is up to the
host country to regard them as
diplomats. Once the diplomatic
status has been revoked then what
did you consider them as?
Tariq Aziz 1 u.y\ o pnioae ) o2 e LaaY | We have applied the rule. I am
AlaaS g i | submitting this as a problem.
Saddam Ge Bl pan mas ~ 8eS 534 | Then this is a new suggestion
o stall sl besides the legal aspect.
Tariq Aziz I SN CaddS e g 53 Say aad | Yes. It means a way of alleviating
Ldant (Say (i) Y 58 40 g Legal 53 | SOME problems that we are facing
Bleile ey Blal e e Jumil o 55 | NOW with these people. It may
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help us in knowing who has
closed his embassy and who has
not!

Saddam

055 o (S 5 s geail ()
S OS8Ol Sy S e @l
Alia (03 52 gall Anpia (5 SN (1
ds‘_sm S ladl op glie d\?mcu
4 538 ale gae lgle Lol
35> 3 (s L g Ll o jlins

?lc sdicla

I imagine the mistake that may
have occurred with the others and
some of the complaints may be
correct. It could be that our people
there do not have the addresses of
the embassies. All they see is a
building with a flag on top of it.
However, they do not know the
employees inside the building.

Tariq Aziz

o~ and Y eyl Cgn
b shoal

There are also the residences of
the Ambassadors in the diplomatic
community.

Saddam

a3 ) 8 (e 4l saly L
Dy il (Blay Le I 5 oS5 i
Jsedia Liiny sle Gl go Jadh 50
6337 QJS\ LJ:I:I.L;\S\ j)';;l\ BB
Gy 02 paly sl Lo (ull 4agd
d}\o‘)w\cjl.&;@ﬁ:dsojim\
o 1) i Ll 5o 58 yey L (g2
Ade ety ) el 0 s
3L (ulae Ji (e 2851 o031 B
b alall e 4 auzy o 5
Gl gie g Clsic ale Gafl jall (e
Os ety 43l (pilie Lo At o0
‘)\‘)HLA; wggﬂ‘u&u\b\AS\MJ)m

When they were told that from
such and such date you should
close your embassy and if you do
not close it then the personnel
would be regarded not only as an
ordinary citizen but also comes
under the decision of quarantine
and hosting. What our people did
was within the law with regards to
anything outside the embassy
grounds. First of all they do not
know him as such. Secondly, even
if they knew him he should be
regarded as an ordinary citizen
and not only that but a citizen who
has violated the Iraqi law and
should be treated severely for
violating the law that has been
enacted by the Revolutionary
Command Council. That means
the law applies to all Iraqis as well
as himself and he who disobeys
the law must suffer sever
consequences. Our people have
not been informed to behave with
resilience towards such people
outside the embassies. They were
informed not to enter the
embassies.

Tariq Aziz

_;\)iud.:ﬁo:ﬁ';buagg\

Yes, but they did enter the
embassies.
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Saddam

g_&l\w?@jbu@i@,_)gj@“!
18 e Oplie dan GlaDIS (e gl
Ok 9 DSk Cu Sl (8 s )
Gl Lo eial JS (5380 5 G Cuy
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Goofin 5 sl 05080 (RS S
Yl sl 5 de OS5 )
she DA gy iy aall (e sy
50 A sdia o281y € ) 6l 10a dayy )
O ) giall Siny 943 3 218 o2i%y
& 55 < 00055 < Ll 13 4l )
Ji o535 2 3Y 000510 1 650 Sile
Jeany O3 adsia 5 1S 4l jelil
Oe 0N Bl 3 LA o s

J s Lind il gy Uiad y ) Uadl)

7= e S G 1 ks il glae
Coauiad gl Lidlaae Uaiss gha 43 4l
AN el Wl gl 8 Lidlaas
Ui 43y iglaas Lo juan
zb—,d;a;{@g,m)amd}m
AT};‘)L;“S‘)‘JJL)AJJLLA}%;AA&)
@M@Gﬂtqﬁ@ﬁ;w\&ﬂ
LS ol 5 o WS i jall JU
Joany Ull sy Lo Ll Jiny oo
oSl Jhi g adde g 5 Uaall
omay el

Excuse me. I have not asked them.
I am just gleaning from your
comments. [ have informed them
that when they enter Kuwait and
take over blocks of houses and
enter the houses within that block
and apprehend every foreigner
without exception. They
apprehend any foreigner who is
inside the house of a Kuwaiti.
They would apprehend the
Kuwaiti and charge him with a
crime. The foreigner would be
sent to the quarantine. This is the
decision. Who is implementing
this decision? The person
implementing this decision is a
soldier and not a division
commander. The soldier will be
told that this block of 5,000
houses are your responsibility and
will be distributed among you say
10,000 and you must finish them
before noon of that day. The
soldier is bound to commit a
mistake. However, our mistake is
that we give the wrong
information. What irritates me is
that such behavior makes us loose
our creditability and weakens our
creditability. Our creditability is
being questioned at a time when,
worse still, we are saying that it is
what was declared by us. Had it
not been official and was declared
by the ministry of foreign affairs it
would have been different. That is
why I want all the facts to be laid
out as they are and that the French
be told these are the facts and that
they be declared as they are and
made public. When an error has
been committed we should not
build on it and remain silent. This
should not be allowed to take
place.
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Cand ) g sl Jlas YU 23lal1 Auas 40n
AN Y s 4 J sy g hialan
5T Sivall 45 (il ga SIS
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0 Sl pd dguila shall 4253
il A Waliad ) Uald faaala sha
A gally 4 55 s

What is happening now is that the
French Charge d’affairs has come
to me. I have submitted to your
eminence and said that those three
who are citizens were with the
Charge d’affairs. The Charge
d’affairs went and took his
position at the Embassy. Actually
he was not the Charge d’affairs
but rather the military attaché. The
three persons with him are French
citizens. This is what he said was
the official position of his
government. He conveyed the
wish of President Mitterrand that
the three French citizens be
released from custody since this
may help open the door for
negotiations. It is apparent that his
attention may be that they are
members of the French
intelligence and he might have
forgotten that their names were on
the list of diplomats. Originally
they are not diplomats. Anyway
we submitted their case to your
eminence with a recommendation
for agreement.

Saddam

e Sa

I will not agree unless a request
comes from his government.

Tariq Aziz

1Jbac YU N 58 e

But he is the Charge d’affairs.

Saddam

ot s Jgiy 50 She a2ty A
aind oS3 (53 Jie piiy Le 131

Let him submit a request saying
that President Mitterrand requests
that the prisoners be released and
if he does not submit such a
request, then we will not release
them.

Taha Yassin

g,,jgﬁﬁi)&q)gﬂhguw:ﬁ)]\u\:u
Ol i & saia sall 138
ST RIL AR PRRETEN [

Mr. President. Your eminence
wanted to know my opinion on
this subject matter. The personnel
of the embassies that did not agree
to implement the decision after
the 24",

Y U8 e (5S04
a5 130 L ) 8 e HES 6 Ll

We should stick to our decision.
On many occasions these
decisions are being subjected to a
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form of agreements. As for the
westerners who are included in
the hosting and of course the
Japanese are also included in this.
Those who implemented the
decision before the 24 it is natural
that they be allowed to leave the
country. As for those who did not
and stayed after the 24™ then they
would be stripped of their
diplomatic immunity and would
be sent to hosting. Without any
hesitation. If Mitterrand wants to
request about the two persons we
should be easy to soften matters.
As for the non European
westerners and the Japanese and
from other embassies after the 24™
and any one who comes along, I
think we should not widen the
circle. We should say that he who
has a force in Saudi Arabia
including Bangladesh should be
quarantined and tell them they
should leave. Why are they
staying? In my opinion we should
not retract our decision regarding
the westerners who are included
in the hosting as well as the
Japanese who stayed after the 24™
who did not implement. The more
we gain from them in number the
better.

Tariq Aziz

o aeile Ll agidnzi ay ) Ll
BTN .Cﬂf}ﬂi ® Ut
PPENRRUEN I B DR

5 Jany WAl 55 g sl daaly
e B8 2 Laie Gl _aute_ai
ol agie el Ltie Lo cpiudaall
e O peaiad il e peial
(0 e ga S aeiaail

By God, I do not want to host
them. Those who stayed they
should be in the hotels and let the
westerners stay. If they are hosted,
this will up the ante and will enter
us into arguments and
accusations. We have a sufficient
number of hostages and we should
try to decrease their number.
Those who remain should not be
allowed to leave, but it is not in
my opinion that we should host
them.

10
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Taha Yassin

Bl 45 ud A g 4l adagill
o W iy ) eall e 59
agad) 5f Il €0 o il il
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The second point your eminence
is about what your eminence
explained is very correct as far as
what happened to the embassy.
However, the officer or the side
that wrongly informed the
political leadership about what
happened should be held
accountable. I am afraid that
tomorrow some five people may
infiltrate the Saudi border or an
officer and they may shoot a
missile and say that Iraq started
the war. There is a violation by a
soldier and it happened in the
office of the Tunisian.

Saddam

Lial 8 3 QXY () sanly 4an il L
ol Js& e anl il 1 e a8 Ll
4l 5 el A cuilad ST
s Cap S0 oyl gy Sad ol 8

faualy Can L Lial g

I do not think they meant to lie
and they say that they found him
in a house were they were
expecting that someone will say
that there are foreigners inside the
house of the princess. It is also the
house of the Ambassador. Now
which one do they mean?

Tariq Aziz

e aadad b Cuy 43 ik
cSllandly Jsadie piudl Can le
S Ol sadie be Gl shall 5 5
oo s € (81 € libanl

. Al Jasi e ada il acludla

13 5 jas (e ada Hll iy ool sl
o Al JAri L abaesho Gy

alas S <3 clibaslls J gedicle
o A o uSatl Lgadi dguala sl
el K i g adll

Your eminence, it is a house of
the Ambassador because it has a
sign and a flag. The house of an
Ambassador is under diplomatic
immunity. Maybe the diplomats
are not covered by these
immunities. However, as a house
even the police will not enter the
house. Any diplomat that is. I
mean the police whenever they
know that this is the residence of a
diplomat, they will not enter it. It
is not covered by immunities, but
there are some that are reflected
on the residence. However, the
residence is any residence of an
Ambassador is covered.

Saddam

€ i ekl d sy jlia der

Did they hit the Frenchman?

Tariq Aziz

Liny ) as sola a5D0N 4t 4 b e Y
o bl aalys da 5 alaill (he
568 I8 50 pa 5155 5 4B g o sl

No. They did not hit him. They
brought the three from the
consulate and went with them on
the airplane and brought him in

11
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and took him to the hotel. He told
them that they were treated
normally. However, he said that
they forced themselves to the
house. He said that they treated
them normally and when they
knew that we were foreigners,
they took the Charge d’affairs and
handed him over to the officer.
The officer then took him to the
hotel and did not take him to the
residence of the ambassador. They
took us and there was nothing bad
that happened to us. As for the
residence of the Tunisian, there
was some attempt to break some
pictures and some messing up of
the house. As for the residence of
the Dutch, they said that they
went in and broke a radio and
some other stuff and some
personal things. But as far as
those three were concerned, no,
there was nothing the matter with
them.

Saddam
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I expect these Frenchmen to be
telling the truth for as long as their
government is saying that and
they are telling that their treatment
was normal, it means it was
normal. Even if there was
something abnormal that
happened, this would be expected
when there are 10,000 houses to
be inspected.

Tariq Aziz
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It means and as comrade Taha had
mentioned, had we have been
informed of what had happened,
we would have sent after the
charge d’affairs and apologized to
him and informed him that a
mistake was done and God willing
it will not be repeated. Your
eminence, there was nothing bad
that occurred. Even if they took
action, then let it be to up the
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gamble with Mitterrand.
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Even if he wanted to take action,
then let him go to hell. We do not
beg for a positive relationship
with anybody. What matters to us
is what we say. Our talk with the
people must be accurate and that
18 1t.

Tariq Aziz
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They cheated Sabaawi and he was
told then that after they
investigated with the man they
said no, that nothing bad had
happened. It is to our advantage
that the less we come in contact
with the foreigners, the better it
will be.

Saddam
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There are citizens in this world
who are bad. We agree that we
should deal with them and this
decision we have issued it to be
implemented. Now even if they
were diplomats, they should have
knocked them down to the floor
since they were no longer
diplomats and they had disobeyed
our decision and they were
informed of that. I mean all of
these people in Kuwait, we have
informed them and told them of
the matter and that was our
decision which must be
implemented. How would they
then treat them? They cannot be
expected to be angels like the poet
says. After all it is a soldier who 1s
implementing the decision of the
revolutionary command council.
The decision is very clear. It is as
clear as the sun. Every foreigner
who is found outside his embassy
grounds is regarded as breaking
the law. For those who were
inside the embassy, they should
not be allowed to leave or to come
in contact with anybody and to cut
the electricity and water from him,
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because of him breaking the law. I
would like to know how a soldier
would be expected to behave
under such circumstances! They
are, after all, dealing with spies
who are spying on their country in
collaboration with the Kuwaitis
and against our army.

What is happening politically?

Tariq Aziz
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They are now working on a draft
resolution for an air embargo.

The five are in agreement about it.
They have not yet sent the text to
us. Anyway they are all in
agreement and I expect to receive
the official text tomorrow.

Taha Yassin
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What is going to happen? Where
do we have air planes to be
affected by the air embargo?
There are a few lines between us
and the Soviet Union and I mean
the socialist republics. There are a
few lines with them and also there
arc a few cargo planes. They are
mostly concerned with the
socialist republics and Austria. As
far as we are concerned we are
dealing with them on an equal
basis. Even their air planes that
come in to carry their citizens, we
shall prevent them from that,
except that our planes will have to
carry their citizens to their
respective countries, be it
America, Britain and we will
charge them money for that.

Saddam
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Yes for money and to France. It
will be our planes that will take
them. The planes will return, on
the spot, with our citizens. Do
they mean transport or cargo?

Tariq Aziz
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All flights except the small planes
that are used to carry officials. We
still have not received the text yet.
Today I have heard a press release
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for the French minister of defense
saying that the resolution should
leave it to every country to apply
the embargo. I understood that the
resolution is not inclusive. It
means every country has the right
to apply it in the way they wish. It
means that it does not give
permission according to the type
of plane. It happened, Sir, that in
his trip to China during the time
of Al-Qadisiyyah, comrade Taha’s
plane had to wait for a long time
in Turkey before it was granted
permission to continue its journey
to China. At the same time when I
flew to Moscow on a Jet Star I
was given permission right away
and without delay. When our
people asked them for the reason
for the delay of comrade Taha’s
plane, their answer was that it was
due to being a big plane and the
possibility of it being used to
carry cargo was the cause for the
delay. Therefore, I do not think
that they would prevent the small
planes from flying. I heard that
some countries may choose to
assign a certain number of planes
such as Holland which assigns 15
planes. Every plane that lands in
Turkey is examined after it lands
and will be allowed to fly
afterwards. This is the system of
nationalized flying.

Saddam
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The more they increase their
resolutions, the more unbending
we become. I hope we will not
end up being too adamant,
because this kind of world in fact
does not deserve respect. This low
level of being subservient to
America does not meet with any
kind of respect from us at all. I
mean if they behave every one in
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their own way even if it meant
that the result will be more
harmful to us, yet there will be
some kind of independent
behavior. However, it is
disgusting the way America is
leading them under its whip and
brings them to any decision it
wants from them.

Taha Yassin
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It reminds me of the situation of
the Soviet Union of the past when
the Socialist Republics used to
follow the decisions of the Soviet
Union to the letter just like the
situation with America now.

As it is with the diplomats now.
What are we going to do with
them? They are now staying in the
hotels.

Saddam

ol B8 aai o AV (g gt

Let us see the opinion of the
others. Yes comrade Latif.

Latif
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By God my master, I see that they
stay as they are now. It means if
the United Nations comes in, it
will not add to the situation when
we change their status from one to
the other.

Saddam
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They are now staying in a limited
number of hotels.

Tariq Aziz
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It means that they are allowed to
live inside the capital city.

Saddam
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It means they roam around
wherever they want to go. This is
more dangerous than sending
them home.

Tariq Aziz
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Why are we submitting this? It is
because they are creating more
problems to us.

Latif
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I did not mean the travel. They
stay in Baghdad under control
during this period. I mean the
westerners only. However, it is
the masses of people that are in
Baghdad that we want to be dealt
with. '

Taha Yassin
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If they put them all in one hotel in
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one place then there would not be
such commotion.

Latif
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Even in two hotels. That way they
are being hosted and this would be
harmful. Like Abu Ziad said,
decisions are dynamic and we can
change them to fit our policy. We
should take this into consideration
and act accordingly.

Saddam
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How many westerners are there?

Tariq Aziz
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I do not have a take off on their
number.

Saddam
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Get us their number then. Let us
know how many there are and
then we can make a decision.
When will the United Nations
meet?

Tariq Aziz
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Sir, the general assembly will
meet Monday for general
discussion. That is the preparation
for the general discussion starting
on Monday.

Saddam
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When will it end?

Tariq Aziz
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It will continue till October. My
speech will be October 1. T have
many appointments with
Shevardnadze. It was on the third
and we changed it. I made it the
twenty eighth of September. I was
planning to go Saturday, but I
heard there is a Tunisian
delegation along with their
minister of foreign affairs that is
coming to see your eminence, and
so I made my trip to start after the
visit of the Tunisian delegation.

Saddam
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When you meet with
Shevardnadze, I want you to tell
him that we noticed that their
position is getting worst. We will
never ask the Soviet Union for a
favor any more. Yes, tell him do
not expect us that we will ask you
for favor and make it difficult for
you. We shall take matters in our
hand and not depend on you. It
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seems that we, ourselves, will
carry our burden as well as your
burden. What is the matter with
you people? It seems that all of a
sudden you have given up and
thrown yourselves on the ground.
Do you have any suggestions
besides the routine ones? If you
want us to let the foreigners go, let
this be known that we will not do
that no matter what! Do you have
a connection between letting the
foreigners out and the
negotiations. [Inaudible] Just
disregard him and do not push
him further. They are not worth
much anymore.

e aim e il T g Eyanll
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d1s dee s Y RIERE conference and the connection an
o L;)}; 4.@..;). ‘:JL) S.‘é; 1 | d;jﬁ '?“ how to approach it. What remains
i 2 = ) @2 | for me is to talk about our point of
dsll sl 5 e, e J‘J"U‘-’jf view and that of the Arab States
adasi yo La S adalUll 40 )all | and Palestine, Jordan and Algiers.
5 bt IS i day 5l 5 s 2l | This will be our opinion and the
s sd s b sall axdiy Jlai Jslas opinion of the liberal Arab States
. Sy e .. | that are not under the influence of
e 2Rl .)A )JJ.J UA ﬁf Dmic the west. We try to connect to all
@ FER L0 | other topics and continue to
convince him to negotiate. He
may have an opinion himself that
is different from that of his
country and does not want to
show that he wants change. This
is up to him.
Saddam Lokidga s - pii b 4l il L ) | 1did not mean that we do not
i SRR Dhai le JS eSally explain our point of view. On the
contrary, it is better to be
ol il OS5, kR forthright with him and to explain
to him our opinion, the better. We
should not submit requests.
Tariq Aziz Slialis sl AW .80 138 54 | This shall be our theme that we

will apply your eminence. What
we are going to apply during our
discussions is what I submitted to
your eminence in the speech. First

18




Wilson Center Digital Archive

Transcript - Arabic

o

and foremost, it is the battle and
not Kuwait as such.
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The main battle started before
Kuwait. It started earlier than that.
Why did they start it? The reason
they started it was because we
have our own opinion and are
patriotic and we ask for Palestine
the impossible. This is our guilt.
They began their embargo since
the time they gave us problems
importing wheat. That was before
2/8 as far as America was
concermed when it stopped the
imports. This is the reality. What
happened on 2/8 was a reaction to
this sweeping plan. America
wants to control the whole region
together with Israel and what to
do whatever to their liking. Iraq
had uncovered this plan very
clearly. They saw what it did and
it also has the capability to gather
around it what can prevent the
plan from taking place or, at least,
weaken it. Therefore, they aimed
at Iraq. Iraq in self defense it
brought up the issue of Kuwait
and attacked it. Now you want to
let go of all issues and concentrate
on Kuwait 1s incorrect. That is
because the plan still remains to
aim at Iraq and at any honorable
person in the region. You should
explain to Shevardnadze that if
you think that Iraq can be flexible
under the guns of America, then
you are wrong. That America will
come in and hit and destroy us,
this ploy we know. Our insistence
that you must not think that we
are after another resolution. We
have decided that we shall go
through the battle till the end. For
Iraq to be able to act with
leniency, it must take place under
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the wing of an Arabic solution
that is if he wanted to discuss the
Kuwaiti 1ssue by itself and put
your trust in God. What we are
really after is a complete peace to
the whole region and for every
case its own backgrounds and
specialties. The Palestinian case
with its background and
specialties. The Lebanese case
with its background and
specialties and the Kuwaiti case
with its background and
specialties.

Tariq Aziz
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This has strong convincing logic.
It is actually gaining acceptance
among some people who are
logical.

Saddam
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What we have is what the enemies
want. First of all, we have entire
goal in our possession. We are not
sitting on half of the goal so to
speak and the others are sitting on
one half of the goal and are
demanding the other half. All is in
our hands and they are out. They
are the ones who should come to
us and ask us what we should give
them and not the other way
around. What do they have to give
us? May God blacken their face. I
mean everything they are talking
about is in our hands. It is more
appropriate for them to come to us
and say what can you give us
from the big prize that you have?
Then it is up to us to answer them
in the way we choose. For them
to say what we can give to Iraq
from Kuwait. Kuwait is the
property of Iraq and is finished.

Tariq Aziz
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Sir, I have not asked to see any of
the Westerners. The only one that
1 asked to see 1s Genscher (Hans
Dietrich Genscher — German
Foreign minister). This is because
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I know Genscher and I know he
likes to work in private and likes
to make amends. In all of the
International Crises and when he
is wanted, he is ready to offer his
help. So, [ wanted to play on this
since my relation with him gives
me an opportunity to do this. He is
the only one that I requested to
see. I requested to see the
representatives of Sweden,
Austria, France and Italy.
Although I do not want to see the
Italian representative because he
is really bad.

Saddam
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The worst one among them 1s the
Italian representative. Even his
government is better than him and
we shall see anyway. You need to
see representatives of the third
world countries. You should see
the representative of India and
should give him attention and also
the representative of China and
pay him attention.

Tariq Aziz
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I asked to see him and I asked to
see the Soviet representative.
From the security council, 1
requested to see the Finnish
representative and the Cuban and
Malaysian representatives. There
is no need to have discussion with
some of them, such as the
Brazilian. No, I am going to see
the Brazilian.

Saddam
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Do not worry. When you see that
the world is dark, you should
mock them and although we are
not used to saying it, you should
spit in their face. You must know
that we are stronger than all of
them. By God I feel that we are
stronger than all of them.
Absolutely. The more they gather
armies, the more I feel the pride
that fills us all as Iraqis and as a
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generation, an Arab generation
and Iraqi generation at the same
time. Tell me what more pride do
we ask for more than this? Tell
me is the human being like a
slaughter animal? You feed the
animal to get fat and slaughter it
at the end. A man is for honorable
deeds. He kills himself on the
slaughter pad of honor, patriotism,
and pride and finished. Go and
speak and tell them how you
walked in Kuwait at a time when
they were saying that Basra will
be occupied when the Islamic
Society came into being. You
should walk with pride and elation
and remember Allah only and do
not remember any of these silly
eople.

Tariq Aziz
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Let me tell you this. Today as I
was having lunch with my family
and sat with them. I told them that
I am going to go to America and
will tease the Americans. I will go
to the United Nations and will
make jokes with the reporters who
stand at the doors of the United
Nations who will call me Mr.
Monster. I will come out and talk
with the reporters and make jokes
with them.

Saddam
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The reporters will not gather
around anyone except you.

Tariq Aziz
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Your eminence, some of them will
wear shirts with writings on their
shirts. I will tell them that I was
thinking to myself that we will
have an underground embargo.
This is what needs to be done. Do
whatever you want!.

Saddam
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We will not ask anyone for any
favor. Tell them that this is a sign
of your weakness. This is a sign of
weakness of character when they
take such resolutions.
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Tariq Aziz
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No, this will not be told outside.
Not everything that we discuss
here should be told outside. Yes,
we can say anything here and
discuss anything and analyze.
However, when we are face to
face with the adversaries, then
things are different.

One English newspaper wrote an
article and said that this case has
overshadowed the Gorbachev

story.

Saddam

<

Okay.

Tariq Aziz
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It means the ones that are not
westerners to let them go. That
means those that are included we
let them leave at the earliest time.

Saddam
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All those that are not under
quarantine are allowed to leave

Tariq Aziz
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The countries that are included in
the quarantine are allowed to
travel who returned after 24 hours.

Saddam
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I will tell you, all of them will be
smuggled if we do not find them
transportation.

I want to have a body count. By
God you should count them. If
their number is small, then let
them go.

Tariq Aziz
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If their number is small, then let
them go and good riddance.

Saddam
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The battle will take place. I hope
it will not take place by God’s
will. However, by looking at
things now, it looks like it is going
to take place. These people the
higher number they bring in, the
more I feel inside me that they are
getting more and more afraid. As
politicians, you must not forget
that we have ahead of us
opportunities to analyze. One
aspect which is the worst case,
God forbid, is that they have
fallen into a big trap when they
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have decided to come to Saudi
Arabia. It also looks like they
made the Saudis fall into the trap.
Also the Saudis made the
Americans fall into the trap too.
The weakness of the Saudis made
the Americans fall into the trap
and with the freebees and the
showiness of the Americans and
their tremendous strength made
the Saudis fall into the same trap.
It means one side trapped the
other side. The Saudis were afraid
because they were part of the
conspiracy. Now when the
conspirator whom they were
supporting and pushing was hit,
they then realized that the
conspiracy was uncovered. When
the whip came along, they then
asked the Americans to take the
stand which the Americans
obliged. The Americans took the
opportunity, since the Americans
were and still are planning to hit
us. To have the opportunity to be
closer geographically and
politically was convenient for the
Americans and could no longer
keep it hiding. The problem then
started. With all the calculations
of the Saudis and Hosni Mubarak
and the Americans that with all
the armies that are gathering
around us that we are not afraid
and leave Kuwait is beyond their
imaginations. The most that he
can imagine is that because of his
weakness makes him realize that
he is unaware of the strength of
the men that he is facing. Because
he is frail inside, he cannot
imagine that there are men with
the strength that can stand up to
the Americans and say no to them.
The same thinking is that of
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Hosni. From the point of view of
Hosni, he thinks that the
Americans are great in everything
even in values. Even in the high
values. They are his high value.
He could not imagine that the
Americans will come in with all
their might and all of their fleets.
The air fleet and the naval fleet
come in and at the same time Iraq
is not afraid! Maybe they were
expecting at first after their arrival
that they would take some action,
but later they saw the reaction of
the Arab masses, they changed
their mind. Of course they were
surprised, because we ourselves
were surprised by the position of
the Arab masses for at least the
first stage. We could not imagine
that the position of the Maghrib
masses could be of that level. We
can expect that the masses would
become stronger the more
contacts take place. The more
battles take place the more
elevated their reactions become.
But for their reactions to be so
high at the beginning in the
Arabic Maghrib was unexpected.
We all know that they were for a
long time on the side as far as the
Arab issues were concerned. We
definitely did not expect that
ourselves, naturally, the
Americans did not expect that too.
They definitely did not expect that
level of reaction from the Arab
masses that fast against their
position. They must have decided
not to take action. They came
looking for a bigger head to help
them carry out their decision
taking into consideration the
strength of our position and all
those that are taking part in the
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criminal activities of the embargo
and so on. But, I do not think that
all of them have reached the
conclusion to go into battle yet. I
do not think the Europeans or the
Soviets are ready yet. What I am
afraid about the Soviets is that
their position is wavering.
Therefore, when you see
Shevardnadze tell him that we are
still friends and do not sever the
hope. He who is patient feels that
there is progress will be only for
the patriotic and nationalistic case
of the Arab Nation. He may sell
after he receives something. In
this world, the more time passes,
the more it becomes our
advantage. Their planning was
based on the economic embargo
and they thought the more time
passes the more it becomes their
advantage. That means that the
position of Iraq in the first week is
better than its position in the
second week and that its position
in the second week is better than
its postition in the third week. How
did they build their assumptions?
They have built their assumption
on regular measurements which
are in contradiction to our
measurements that are based on
the masses. The reason for this
discrepancy is that our
measurements are based on our
beliefs in our Nation and
ourselves. Whereas their
measurements are based on their
reality. Their reality is that France
cannot endure an embargo of one
month. America, with all its might
and being a continent and a great
country and number one in the
world, cannot endure one month
of embargo. All of the
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corporations will rise against the
government. It will mean that they
cannot buy and sell to the outside
world. The answer is no. The
motto of the rich is different from
the motto of the poor. The needs
of the rich are different from the
needs of the poor. The food that
we have will be enough to get by.
As for them their motto is that not
only they want to eat, but they
want to control the whole world.
Therefore, when France is under
an embargo or England or
America they will feel that
everything is finished and have
lost everything. That is because
the corporations will loose What
will they loose is something that
they are not prepared for. Why
should they loose? They are not
prepared to loose anything and to
sacrifice anything. Why do they
want to sacrifice anything? Unless
they are told that they are going to
sacrifice little and gain something
bigger than what they already
have. That is why Iraq does not
fall in one month or two months. I
am convinced that none of them
have come to this conclusion, not
even Bush. It is because we do not
have the corporations like the
American corporations. Our
corporations are modest and we
have created them ourselves.
Therefore, they cannot build
themselves a popular sector and
political representatives and come
and tell us that you people cannot
do this and that. Let them take this
dream out of their minds. Nothing
like that can happen here. These
factors are the ones that confused
our enemy. In my mind, the
period has become critical now. I
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mean this month 1s very critical.
They either take a military action
or retreat and there will not be
anymore military action
afterwards. Let us go then. I feel
that Saudi Arabia is now feeling
the burden of seeing foreign
forces on its soil. Fahad is
beginning to be afraid that if we
are hit he does not know how we
will hit him. He does not know
how we will hit his head. This
matter he has not calculated. He
knows that how good of original
hitters we are! When it starts to
get serious, he knows how we hit
Khumaini’s head and how
Khumaini was shivering from
people who were coming at him
ready for battle. Therefore, we are
reminded of all what comrade
Latif said. Why are you people are
afraid of us? Is it because when
the Muslims used to come in
droves to attack us once or twice
we were not afraid of them! You
stand in your lower pants and are
afraid of them. Therefore, Fahad
does not know when the hit to his
head is coming. He does not know
how the reaction of his people will
be. He cannot imagine how it will
be when the dust will rise and the
battle starts and all of them know
that we are prepared for a long
battle. To accept a few days or
hours and everything is finished is
not one of our alternatives. It is
the military action in another form
such as the embargo for a long
time. Therefore, in that period we
should not make the mistake of
just being engaged in the military
action only. At the same time, we
must not show that we are
bending down. This is the
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balancing act and the continuity to
build up the morale of our
governing friends in Tunisia,
Algiers, Yemen, Jordan, Palestine
and the Nation. It is the people
that we are basing our hope on for
continued support and who will
make our collaborators and
friends from the official leaders
and governors to choose and see
that the Arab Nation has decided
that this is its chance and will not
let go. It means that the Arab
Nation has decided its course and
will show them how it can be
done, He who is afraid, we will
tell him come on why are you
afraid. There is nothing to be
afraid of.

Sadoon
Hammadi
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By God, today I had an interview
with CNN and I wish your
eminence heard what the reporter
asked me. You would have really
felt very contented. He asked what
kind of people are you?

Saddam
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Tell him we are the people of God
that you do not know.

Other
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Sir, the effect of the embargo will
be minimal because what we
found in the governorate (Kuwait)
that makes you happy. This city is
apparently full of warehouses.
Wherever your eyes turn you see
commodities. You see steel,
wood, rice, sugar and wheat. ] am
thinking that we can last for two
years on what we have found in
Kuwait. Let us not talk about it
and keep it between us. Mr.
President there are huge
warehouses that are full of things

Saddam
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Without cooling the body, cool
our souls with the belief in God.

Other
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There are now ships with cars
even though I now have the other
duty of overseeing the military
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Saddam
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They have commodities on the
decks of oil tankers.

Other
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My brothers the military people
took from me quite a hefty
consignment of military
equipment and all they require.
However, Sir, as far as Kuwait is
concerned, I have requested about
one hundred and fifty trucks from
Jordan extra. I now have about
four hundred trucks. Four ships
are now working between ports in
Kuwait and port of Basra. One
warehouse has about 15,000 tons
of Barley. Another one has
likewise steel and another lumber.
It is really a commercial state.
There is a great deal of plumbing
supplies and construction
materials. There is so much that I
do not know what they do with it.

Saddam
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Our situation, thank God, 1s full of
bounty and we are not going to
waste it. We will share it with the
Arabs and a great deal more. As
for the National Interest to Iraq is
great too. It is not only a great
thing but a great honor. From the
Soil to the Sea that has been the
motto of the generations of the
kingdoms and the republics is
now being expressed. I mean one
does not have to force himself to
see it happening, because it has
become the reality. We used to
feel bad when we were fighting
the Iranians. That was not our
goal and our purpose was not
understood. The Qadissiyah of the
Arabs came as a crown from God
that he wished to crown the Iraqis
with. It was with their consent that
they were squeamish and afraid in
facing what was to come. The
human being becomes afraid
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when the advance is a result of the
forward movement. It is not the
goal for life. However, what we
are going through now every step
is worth a life by itself. How is it
possible to be hesitant now? As
far as the ordinary person, there is
no room left for hesitation. As for
the leaders and the strugglers
there is no fear. There is only
expectation. Yes, only
expectation.

Comrade Sameer.

Sameer
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Sir, I remember one of your
speeches that were delivered in
Mosul about the role of Baghdad
and the role of Mecca. Now we
can see the size of the transfer and
then determine what is needed and
how much we should stick to it.
At the beginning it was a matter
of border setting. See how God is
great in letting us discover from
the border setting to the discovery
of the conspiracy. The conspiracy
has been buried and Kuwait came
back to its origin and the
geography of Iraq has been
corrected. Therefore, this is the
second goal and a second victory.
The third victory which I love is
that the world in general gathers
here in front of us and imagine
what was not expected or to be
imagined. The role or the other
victory that God has bestowed on
us that when prophet Mohammad
came to the Kaaba to deliver his
message which is the message of
the creator, and to cleanse the
Kaaba from the idol worshipping.
Now what is happening is that the
Kaaba has been trampled upon by
the Americans and we are called
upon to free the Kaaba again. This
is the other victory. If we count
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the number of victories that we
have already achieved up till now
without us firing a shot and
without being fired at, thank God.
I mean all these victories that God
has given us is a result of our
forward advance because of our
principles that have settled in our
conscious outlook towards life.
Sir, I have read the speech of
Hosni Mubarak and I was really
surprised. It is hard to imagine
that among the Arabs there are
people who think that way. He
said that the Saudis have the right
to bring in the devil. Therefore, it
is not important how he lives. The
important thing is to live. Only to
live irrespective of the principles
and the standards which he does
not possess. When he came here
to Baghdad and was speaking at
the conference, I said to myself
that there are people who like to
fight America and go to war and
there are people who want to kiss
the hands of America.

[END OF RECORDING]
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