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Isn’t that so [inaudible] in any other
county- I have spoken about this
topic before in the cabinet
meetings. Now, in Mosul, when
you go to a shopkeeper and you ask
him, he will tell you that his father
was in the shop and he inherited
this job from his father. And when
you go looking for an ironsmith he
will also probably have taken this
job from his grandfather. And so
with the goldsmiths, you will find
that it is an inherited skill. And that
is why you will see that
immigration to Mosul is an
organized one. Because of the
seriousness, caution and skill in
their trade and due to the historical
inheritance, the possibilities of
work for those who come here are
not endless, it is limited because
each one knows his job and each
has his home which he lives in,
even those who may go to Baghdad
they get a job there but come back
[inaudible] on their own because
the city due to its historical depth,
its beauty, and its exceptional
organization that is better than other
cities, it is able to keep its citizens.
While now, you can see that if you
go to an ironsmith or an owner of
an ironsmith shop in Baghdad and
ask him who he got the shop from,
and what his father and grandfather
did for a living. He will tell you
that his grandfather was a farmer.
And if you go to a shopkeeper and
ask him, who he inherited it from,
he will tell you that he was the first.
Those who have inherited from
their families are very few in
Baghdad, and it is limited to the old
parts of Baghdad on in the
[inaudible] center in Baghdad. If
you to Ramadi and ask someone
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who he took the skill from and he
will tell you that he is the first
person so skilled, that is not the
first time. [Inaudible] in the skill in
the trade.

For that reason, we have high hopes
for this city, its people and all Iraqis
due to the level of skill, work,
seriousness, and high organization
that are present in this city and its
deep roots, so that when we adopt
it, and revive it and infuse energy
into its capabilities we will see
amazing examples and incredible
skills. [Inaudible] their skill in their
trade is as it has been with their
fathers and old tradesmen- you find
such care here, he cares about his
reputation and cares to prove his
name in the trade. In the old days,
if you remember our old houses
[inaudible] most of the houses were
of a mud mix [mix of mud and
straw that made a brick, houses had
a sort of thatched roof on them],
well when a house is of a brick —
some time ago — [inaudible] - the
old old house — I don’t think
[inaudible phrases] but most of the
buildings are of mud and gypsum.
And the builder would make sure to
put his name, he would put his
name and the house owners would
not refuse him, saying that that is
the work of so and so builder.
While now you see Iraqi skill in
this time of financial increase and
in the growth of development and
an increase in work opportunities
and you see that there is no value
for skill and trade. You can see so
and so increase his income
[inaudible] not because of his skill,
not due to skill but due to
opportunities that he got like he
might become a junior contractor in
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some project and got a few
thousand dinars which improved
his situation. His situation did not
improve because of his skill which
he used to build his trade with his
thinking and work. So we
[inaudible] serious, organizing the
trade and practicing the skills and
the value [inaudible] is very deep in

_you.
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Sir, a while back in the cabinet
committee Mr. Khaled and the
Minister of Housing came and said
that they didn’t need to find a map
drawer, but wanted to see a map of
the houses of Mosul [inaudible]
even their building.

Saddam
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I have just stopped by the home of
a family who you would consider
as being a level less than middle, or
what you would call, limited
income. We entered a very old
house but you could see the level of
beauty of the building, you could
tell someone spent a lot of time on
it, both inside and out.
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Sir, they were very careful in their
work — in... as you said, they still
have families that do that like al
Dajiji family, he would [inaudible]
and work and the other would work
such and such, and also like al
Saffar and Al Dabbagh, families
who were well known for their
work and known by their skill, and
called by the name of the skill they
had. They were known for good
building [inaudible] to their kids.

Saddam
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A skill that is gone — because the
buildings here last for a long time.

MV2
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Buildings [inaudible] before
[inaudible] made of brick or mud
they didn’t last and so you didn’t
want to spend too much on it,
because it would last thirty years
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D shaill a8l s jaall e iy Il | and fall apart. While there is —
fla 4pile Adaadl 13 — Jalall e 2 sy | [inaudible] you would find some
houses that were fifty years old and
a hundred and a hundered and
twenty made of stone and some
stone houses you can change on the
inside. So the campaign is
continuing?
MV1 il O aga gaad Le JB1 12— yid Al oLS ) | Good, God willing — the least they
Omsthae (8 (5 i g3 Sle 5 -dleall | can do is to get the campaign going
— and whatever we do we will
always be short.
MV Juaily J& | Let him come in
MV2 s Jmy g — ellaiay &) — oLl — s | Sir — the building — may God
060 €908 V148 jaie J 8l )38 Ly 5 | preserve you- it is almost — I can
<iew¥) S5 | say a bit convoluted now —
[inaudible] deputize the cement. ..
asl Jaa | Someone enters room - Sound of
salute
Saddam $97 Al ill dalaia 99F - 45§ s | This is good — [inaudible] the
Northern region [inaudible]
MV2 @lbainy & (g3 - d5ulld | The banks — May God preserve you
Sir...
Saddam ¢ awa | Now [inaudible]
MV2 ol jaall Jie a5 999 SLeasy 4l | Yes, because there is no [inaudible]
| yee Jsbl s 24lS 8 | that lasts like stone — stone costs
less and lasts longer
Saddam 2 g0 3o g 43Y 9999F ) [inaudible] yes because there is
none there
MV2 — i g WIS i B Sy Y540 | Yes, and we can now benefit from
= il | it in heating and cooling — a health
benefit
Saddam JJe 4p | It is an insulator
MV2 o ils ey — Je 4uy osee Qila | Tt has health benefits and is
o guall Cgl) iy 5 99 (e S) g8 (LDl | nsulating- there is a good health
e ASH (5 AN SaE g Diiawd B sl g | benefit to humans that is more than
Bopa 28 U 8l A e L) Gl 999F ils W | [inaudible] and at the same time,
9§98 Jalaa il o liss e s 423 | the banks can finance cement and
other things more than what [ see
here [inaudible] if we can find a
format to make an offer to you or
find factories
Saddam 9¢ | [inaudible]
MV2 JB — Ja s oY) aall s Y i 4l | Yes, yes- because stone, sir, now
22 0s o gm g Gaila (e s 5in 1508 | and in the past- in the past they
383 13 5 0 50 i g ) (e 7 30 0 ) 9 | uised to build it from both sides and
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a s 099 iy aa il ) adb J3a | pack it with gypsum. They would
S el S 8 yemy A ey 999 | make a gypsum mix and pack it in
483 s yoay A jle Jla <3 ey | which would be a heat/cold
9998 < e (3ab L alle 3 yall 5 | insulator and the building, now the
home is [inaudible] then [inaudible]
how much electricity is used, and
gas and so much is spent on heating
and cooling for the house, one can
almost not keep up from the extent
of [inaudible]
Saddam 4| Yes
MV2 SSEEY 899 Liaie Le a3Y Slagd Val ) il | So why did they resort to that?
13 QL Lgole 5 A48 43Y u Jelaw Lixie | Because we don’t have [inaudible]
Gl iy — & yueay all 38 S | and now we have factories, but they
A eLad — ol 4ualls | are few and there is a high demand,
and if that is the solution, then it is
an expensive one- it is expensive to
them- so God willing.
Saddam ey o plaii dapd 3 sall <ilS cudd | The reason was because the old
OV — aad g B Jpa¥t (e 6 32 g 58l | families would join and all live
GlilCal g Gelaia¥ly A& sk s | together the older generation and
B s alal e Ay g 3 IS e L1 | the newer nuclear families- but now
Jeage oy Lal 2algll Ja Jiiiss & | due to cultural and social
IS o gall &5 jlaa (Y Jos sall y 4l | development and increased
leia 138 J8 Jua gall 55 A Y1 A3s 0,42l | financial capabilities, new nuclear
Lad olill 4 6) ol ga o gllaall 5N (| families are living independently
b sl andati 8 3yl 45yl sale | and want a different kind of future.
Gy 998 1 sad 3 ol (s 400385 | When one sees old Mosul and
3lafi Y (39 Jelas elall 3525 230 | Mosul today, and compares the tow
Lalill e Cady g ey 2ad 8 Sl pall | in the last twenty years and Mosul
Ja — adatill Jalaa 9998 1 a 2p3La®Y) | before that. Just from that you can
A Jag el 4y aall 5,0 j3a 4l | figure out how much basic building
Al 998 asbulagl g Sluls | materials are needed. And the old
method of cutting stone does not
meet the building needs. So now
they use [inaudible] due to the lack
of [water?] stone factories due to
the attacks, so we must do an
economic study and find out if
[inaudible] stone cutting factories.
Is it a waste of wealth of stone, and
what are the pros and cons?
[inaudible] study.
Saddam fiun S 5L | How are things in Kurdistan?
MV3 - g x| Well, sir.
z==ls s | [inaudible conversation)]
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Have you thought of tourist
establishments for the state? The
government attitude favors long
term rental, for example twenty five
year renewable rental. Have you
thought of what the fastest way is to
deliver these establishments to
citizens so that they can start
delivering services and benefit both
themselves and others?

MV3
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Sir, in terms of tourist
establishments — keeping in mind
[inaudible] long term rent — projects
[inaudible] rest area for the center
[inaudible] the base is the groups
[inaudible] official [inaudible].

Saddam

s P Ol e

Official? What do you mean by
that?

MV3

998 i guin ) Abailoall byl (52

Sir, for the guest of the county or
the guests of [inaudible]

Saddam
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So you mean the county guests? If
every ministry- this is not a club- in
the past when we first started for a
period after the revolution you
would drive around Baghdad and
see the Ministry of Manufacturing
Club and the Ministry of
Agriculture Club and the Railway
Association Club and so and so
club. Of course that was in the
beginning and there was no
comfortable organized social outlet
for people, so the ministries would
form their own clubs. Of course
that had cons to it because the
employees would be in each others
face all day and then also in the
evening. But you can understand.
And now you want to copy that, the
idea that the governor has a
Tourism company for his guests.
What do you think that the
governor has a guest house? Or is
he there for work?

So the govemor’s guest comes
[inaudible] when you open up a
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vtPibasiiie.

door to tourism- are your guests
getting paid to take the trips that
they take to come see you and fill
the tourist beds that you are making
available? You may have a guest
that comes unexpectedly or one
who comes for government work-
one day you may get a local
government minister and the next
day you may get a minister guest
from Egypt, who is coming as a
representative of his county. So
instead of opening up a guest
house, just use what is already there
to host your guests, these places
that you want control have ten
rooms and twenty beds and are
always full of Iragis who are using
it. When you have a guest all you
have to do is pick up the phone and
ask them to reserve three rooms for
your guest, and the more you host
the better you become at it.

So this idea of government guest
houses should be eliminated. The
government guests are only those
that come for government
leadership. We have guest houses
which receive guests like the
president of a nation, a prime
minister and you may say that there
is a special house for the level of
ministers, for government purposes.
However, to have a minister
establish a guest house, and the
Security Director establish a guest
house and the Director of
Intelligence establish a guest house
and the governor to establish a
guest house, and the General
Secretary of the local governments
to establish a guest house, that is
not acceptable... not acceptable.
Work from a correct economic and
administrative basis. [inaudible]
present you are in the county and
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you have a guest, pick up a phone
and call such and such restaurant
and tell him to reserve twenty
places and do it for official guests,
you then go to the restaurant which
is a private one and when they give
you a bill you sign it leave and be
done with hosting your guests. At
least. ..

MV4
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But sir, it is only [inaudible] this
actually belongs to the executive
council and not to the county or
local government. The previous
governor talked about this, but it is
outside the control of the governor,
because the summer homes belong
to the Tourism Department within
the General Administration of the
Executive Council and not the local
government, so it seems they have
decided that this [inaudible] that is
the basis of this- as for a guest
house and guests [inaudible] every
year passes and we don’t get any
guests.

Saddam
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Because part of having an official
guest house is that you need to have
a guard detail and have a whole
hospitality crew who are there all
the time doing nothing and they
may get four guests a year

MvV4

als Vg Jeaay

And maybe none!

Saddam
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Additionally, the furniture has a
certain life span, even if it is not
being used, everything has a life
span, curtains and other furnishings
and they only go for so long, it is
not feasible. The government is
willing to maintain guest houses at
a certain level, even though they are
not economical to run, but as a
government we need to maintain
them. But that is a necessity and an
exception and not the rule. Any
other concerns?

MV5
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Sir, tourism needs [inaudible] needs
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buildings [inaudible] whether
[inaudible] and people [inaudible]
choose tourism, and get skilled
training so it needs [inaudible]
because now it [inaudible] so
people [inaudible] slept in the
streets and parks. The current
structure that is in place needs
[inaudible] as for lands sir, in
Saladin area [inaudible] the law
distributed only to local citizens
[inaudible] born [inaudible] or
Saladin there are people who are
able outside the [inaudible] who
wish [inaudible] and build summer
homes in [inaudible]

Saddam
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Humm, I will answer your question.
First of all, regarding homes owned
by the government either by the
Central Tourism office in Baghdad
or by the local government- the
current attitude is that it is leased
out to citizens on a long term lease.
So this tourism establishment, lets
say a Casino, is leased on a twenty
five lease renewable contract, for
another twenty five years. So fifty
years is the lifespan of the ...if
there are lands in tourist regions, it
is not wrong if we make a mistake
at some point, and admit our
mistake. Sometimes you develop a
tourist region by chance, something
that nature has set apart, and it
becomes a special tourist region. In
the past, the government sometimes
allowed the purchase of land, but
when it did that it cost the general
public its chance, because this land
does not belong to one person,
rather it belongs to the whole
nation. Mcaning all of society. So
when you sell it to one person, that
person takes the tourist value of this
land which should be inherited
from generation to generation. But
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when you lease it out continuously
and the citizen benefits from it, but
continues to pay to society as a
whole. So the idea of selling land
or building in precious tourist
regions may be occur as an
exception but not a rule.

The rule is to do long term leases so
that the government always has a
source of income from this land,
whether to the local government
according to its laws or to the
central budget of the government.
But to interest citizens you need to
make the lease a long term one.
Not yearly and then each year we
do an auction. No, a long term
lease is best, for a period of twenty
five years as we said, that is
renewable and then we would agree
that the rent will only increase by a
certain rate- could possibly be
increased by not more than 6% per
year, for example. So at the outset
the person knows that he has
twenty five years and then even if
he leases it as land, he starts
building on it, because it is a long
term investment and that...

The other side- we must not always
do things the way we are used to
doing them. Because not
everything we are used to doing is
correct. There are things that we do
that were inherited from the past,
either in ideas or behaviors of
which some are good and so should
be continued and some are outdated
and their need is gone, so we must
reject it and develop a new
behavior that better fits our age and
expectations and understandings of
the time and place. In the past the
attitude was always for the
government to build the building.
No, now the idea is that the




Wilson Center Digital Archive

(e Aally (s JaaT Ly @5 Al sall )

i i Al N hal gall g il jLaiiuY
P AL sl )3y ) (S5 Glal salt AS Hlie
p AP _@@ﬁ)ﬁﬁ)\eﬁjﬁ\m‘ Y
Glalidl L dalud) ) peail (oS — by
o A Blbia b ) s S b Aalpd)
Cladd 8154 E e clard SHash 3l
On liaal ¢ Ll il Lol — Fpe g Bulaa 5
13 5 IS Mie &S el lanall - €99 s
58 el e paag Gl all () Al s
L a5 Ll e Gl e cu Y
sald g K L gall any | (Bigla sl
25 55 o AL gall K1 L Ligghil (sla Als all
— ol iy (e pdha Al 585 S50 D ol

Transcript - Arabic

government must build but the
citizens must also build some
buildings, so the burden should not
always be on the head of the
government especially in tourism.
We tend to head towards the
traditional inherited attitude
towards tourism, [inaudible] build
tourism with our own hands in the
past fifteen years, that the
government builds and then invites
the citizen to come and enjoy.
Another would be for the
government to bear seventy percent
of the cost of the investment and
the person about thirty percent, so
that he can build himself a hotel, or
a motel but we now need the
people’s contribution to be bigger.
The role of the government is to
simplify the process and provide
counseling and support. For
example, I as a politician, how do 1
imagine tourism in Kurdistan or
other regions in Iraq? That there are
central services and daily
connection services- take it away,
take it away [spoken to a waiter,
regarding a drink] central services,
for example a Casino, if the
government sees that the citizens
don’t plan to build one, they, the
government, can build it and lease
it long term. After the government
[inaudible] the casino is done, and
we are done with this stage. But
the government can also encourage
citizens to build an attachment to
their homes made of a hall or what
they call a living room.

MV
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And attach a bedroom and
bathroom, with a separate entrance,
so that when someone you want to
host comes, like a tourist who will
pay for your hospitality- either
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room and board, or just room. You
can tell him, here is your room with
its own entrance and here is your
key all for a hundred dinars.
[Inaudible] the only, and when
there are no tourists, then the family
can use the living room and
bedroom. And when there are
tourists, he can rent it with its
independent entrance and benefit
himself and his countrymen. And if
developing such a project requires
the government to participate in
500 dinars as the interest paid to the
real estate loan, then the
government could do that, but if
there is no need then we won’t. In
that case, we can just offer advice
and just provide additional land to
so and so house or a thousand
others. We can offer them the land
around them, with certain
conditions. The government must
work in that manner.

And focus on internal Iraqi tourism,
meaning the movement of Iraqis
from one region to another on a
temporary basis for the purpose of
tourism. We must work on that, in
addition to external tourism for the
future in case other Arabs and
foreigners wish to visit Iraq. I
believe this is the correct way.
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[inaudible] if you please —
concerning Arab tourism issues-
summer tourists [inaudible] Saladin
[inaudible] over-crowdedness on
special occasions or the holidays,
its very crowded to the extent that
the cars [inaudible] villas
[inaudible] there was a suggestion
of the same road on the right side
[inaudible] architectural [inaudible]
the other company, expensive,
planning on doing it, but it is not
[inaudible] the issue only needs
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some personal things [inaudible] it
is possible that [inaudible] the road
[inaudible] connection [inaudible]
Saladin [inaudible] even
government services [inaudible] the
army [inaudible]

Saddam
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Well, yeah, these are details and
you have moved to another topic
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I prefer that in discussion of this
nature, instead of focusing on one
issue, for example in Ain Sufni
region there is such and such an
issue, which is of limited effect- I
prefer that we discuss cases with a
wider scope. And then you have
the details, like what you are telling
me about an incomplete road- here
you want to build an additional
road of two lanes in such and such
tourist location and such and such
tourist establishment needs a
swimming pool- but the people are
not willing to build one, so we
suggest the ministry of Tourism
build one and lease it out to
increase the value of the
establishment — these are all
detailed ideas.

MV

Sir [inaudible]
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And also sir, after we had the
privilege of meeting you- may God
preserve you- we immediately
looked into your suggestions, and I
met yesterday with people from
Sarsak tribes and Qadish. Sarsak
[inaudible] and Qadish tribes is
Imad [Sheik?] [inaudible] —
[inaudible] your directions sir- for
each to have a bedroom and
bathroom in his home and we even
discussed having outside
bathrooms.

00:33:07 - 00:32:15

[silence on the audio]

MV6
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Public baths — there is [inaudible]
to wash and other bathrooms- I
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spoke with the people and they
were very excited about the idea
and they are ready to implement it.
But sir, there is a bit [inaudible] sir,
[inaudible] and they informed him
that the esteemed presidential office
agreed that next year, God willing,
the [inaudible] line to Sarsak
[inaudible] and water [inaudible]
but currently they have [inaudible]
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Suggestions — there are just
executive suggestions and there are
executive suggestions that will
provide work for the largest number
of our people in the Kurdistan area.
Because of the circumstances we
don’t want to destroy [inaudible]
detailed and they learned to live by
the gun- it is our responsibility as
people who lead in society, to teach
to live in such a way that would
please God and their conscience.
And what manner is that? It when
you work with the sweat of your
brow and make money legally.

This manner — and it not only takes
the region away — it not only leads
the region into relative stability-
that there is no bomb to explode or
bullet to start a revolution- that is
not what I mean. I mean that the
Iraqi as a human can start building
something solid.

Work is when an Iraqi builds
something solid. And the most
important first stage of this is what
God, has taught us after reminding
man that he was the one and only
God — he reminded us to work. And
to seek on earth and thus we must
emphasize the importance of work
as an alternative to the gun. The
idea 1s not to look at things with a
narrow perspective, but to look at it
from a wide social and historical
perspective. We mean, to correct
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the crookedness that has occurred
here and there in terms of work
amongst our people. It becomes
our responsibility to him who lives
by the gun for a long time and
become familiar with it, to teach
him to work step by step. It is our
responsibility to provide him with
employment and tell him that from
this work he and his children shall
live, and encourage him that he can
insure that he will go back safely to
his family. But that living by the
gun, could prevent him from ever
going back safely to his family.

In addition to the harm that he [the
unemployed] can cause to his
people and country, therefore we
must provide them with
employment. Thus when you come
to me talking about entertainment
avenues for the people, always
attach that with providing
employment opportunities. You
should be obsessed with trying to
figure out projects that would
absorb the unemployment in
Kurdistan, so that its people can go
back to independent honorable
work, that would preserve a man’s
life, for himself, his children and
his country. That is what I want
you to think about.

When you make a suggestion and
discuss it, like whether you should
pave a road or not and figure out
that it is going to cost you two
million dollars, and that in the
process you will use 20 heavy
construction machines, which
would then provide work for twenty
Iraqis in the process. Reconsider
and see if you can use the two
million to build tourist pods in each
home like the ones we talked about,
with a living room, bedroom and
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bathroom, which could possibly
provide work for two thousand
Iragis. If it s best to invest the two
million in such an endeavor so that
you can provide work for two
thousand Iraqis instead of putting
them in the other endeavor and
providing work for only twenty
Iraqis, then invest it in that manner.
That is how I want you to consider
your suggestions, when you give a
suggestion that has a developmental
angle, meaning a building and
developmental angle, consider
things in that manner when you
think of Kurdistan. Or think about
for example, starting about a
watermelon jelly factory. Because
I passed by a Kurdish farmer and
asked him what he was selling and
he said that he sells a Pickup load
of thirty watermelons for 4 dinars.
I joked with him and asked him if
he would sell me, he responded and
said he would give it all to me for
free. So he didn’t give what... he
told me that he didn’t know, but
that the box was two and half
dinars.

MV
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[inaudible conversation]

Saddam
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No, no when we came it was two
dinars

MV
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Thirteen dirhams per box — 650
therefore he sells it for two dinars
and half.
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What do we need with the city- |
spoke to the farmer because when 1
got down [landed] on his side and
saw him from the airplane, a farmer
who is just sitting there so I went to
him because I wanted to talk to him
and ask him. So when you come
and make suggestions- to establish
factories, which we can now do, in
the past we had to go around
looking for someone to manage the
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factory for us- since we had no
expertise in that we needed help-
eh... as the Kurds say eh... it was a
miracle for us to even have a
factory, but now we have factories
and we as Iraqis are now able to
manage factories and even build
them from scratch.

Therefore, someone may suggest
that we build a tomato paste factory
and then instead of the farmer
selling the box of tomatoes for 13
dirhams- our purpose is to improve
the life of the farmer; we want his
income to increase. The middle
men can make five dinars per kilo,
and now [inaudible] so there are
tomato factories that balance, they
prevent the price of tomatoes to go
to low. In the beginning stages, the
factory owner may not buy because
it is expensive, so when you
suggest we start small tomato
factories in the region of Kurdistan
and especially in Dahok — that
suggestion to us not only means
tomato paste but is reflected over a
large population and improves their
life.

When you suggest small stone
cutting factories to cut stone and
lease equipment. In that case you
give each person a 100 meters, and
we suggest a 25 year lease or until
they reach the dirt layer. That way
they are very careful of the resource
and don’t waste it. But if we tell
him, to come and work this section,
and that we lease it to him for such
and such amount, then the person
would start dynamiting the place up
and destroy the natural resource,
which we would not be able to
restore in Iraq. If the marble is
used up in this location, no other
marble will grow there, marble
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development is a geological process
that takes thousands of years to
develop. Thus we would suggest
this to be a constructive suggestion.
When you come and suggest small
factories to make watermelon jelly,
that leads the watermelon to instead
of being 130 watermelons for 4
dinars, you will get 20 for 4 dinars
or at least 30. When there are
watermelon jelly factories in
Kurdistan or Misan orin .... You
must work on that manner. I want
you to analyze these suggestions
when you present them, so that they
increase the number of people who
can honestly earn their living with
hard work and support themselves
and their families in the Kurdistan
region.

In order for us to encourage our
people to work, and ignore those
who whisper negatively in their ear,
and to help them distinguish
between their nationalism and an
honorable life and one that comes
from living by the gun. Then when
he is convinced that when he does
pick up the gun against as the
traitors used to call it “the
government of Baghdad” it will be
for truly nationalistic reasons and
fights for his people. If it were for
truly nationalistic reasons, then I
would encourage him to pick up the
gun, in fact I would come and pick
it up with him myself if it meant
fighting against a regime in
Baghdad that did not work for the
benefit of all Iraqis.

But if the government works for the
sake of Iraqis- even though I don’t
like the term “government” — I
mean the leadership works for the
sake of Iraqis, then it is our duty to
put the gun away and use it when
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someone attacks us from across the
borders, then we would pick up the
gun and go fight. Otherwise we
would start our day working with
the sweat of our brow and our
energy and provide for the needs of
our country and our people. Yes?
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Thank God, due to your leadership
[inaudible] the continuation of the
situation — [inaudible phrases] the
strange cases [inaudible] on Fridays
and Thursdays come out moved
[long inaudible comments] — not at
all- they come from outside the
county and from within.

Saddam

Aaall

Thank God

MV6

il s pal Aaband) o Ciliad olinlyd
Laald Ml £l G,y 99¢ Zakaiall
S 9998 dakaia W ) gea & Cpridal gall YY)
O S andd g - 9999 Lo s o iy Lo 98¢
i Sl B3 oo ) g0 g Al paidal gall
4 g zlial . 999996 €8¢ (ap o L
e 5 )il Jal o s (55 e
Jie A Aald duabud) G jall oo 3 gl
ol 5 ety il iliass
Cilitia sL3Y ab al s Al gh saal ikl gal
Jlalll €99 15 5 55 (3 b e lalied
) St (s U o Ll Al
09, dlile

As you have said sir, tourism if the
most important thing in this region
[inaudible] in the spring of this year
we say thousands of Iraqis head to
[inaudible] region to [inaudible]
there wasn’t a tree left that didn’t
[inaudible] but a large number of
locals invited many families into
their homes there was a kind of
[inaudible] — we need central
direction to organize the large
number and to ease some of the
restrictions on tourist
establishments. Especially as
yourself have said sir, for leasing
land out to citizen on long term
leases and choosing them to build
tourist attractions. And as you sir
have suggested regarding the
suggestions we made through our
ministry [inaudible] the North
regarding the projects that can
absorb workers and [inaudible]
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I want you [inaudible] reconsider
things in light of all this. The next
meeting needs these projects. And
see that they follow this line of
thinking that I shared with you,
because sometimes the employees
will look at the projects and not
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realize that he needs to look at the
ones that provide the most
employment. Ihave given you
examples. And I said I wanted
examples like the one Yaha
suggested- he said that he wanted a
second road to Saladin. And that
road may cost three million, and
these three million might be able to
provide work for a hundred
workers.

While these three million would
provide work- during the building
process- for a hundred workers. If
the three million in another
beneficial project in the region
provide work for five hundred
workers, then I would lean towards
the project that provides work for
five hundred. There are projects
that influence others. For example,
Yaha may come to me and tell me
that if I approve this three million
dinar project then the value of
tourism up north will increase by
thirty million. When I learn that
spending three million will altow
the Kurds in Saladin region to
benefit by thirty million, then I will
take it into consideration.

Another may tell me that if T
approve a tomato paste factory the
value of land will increase. And the
number of farmers who work in the
land, instead of taking one five
dunom piece, the piece would be
split amongst two, and both would
benefit when the price of tomato
increases. So look at the economic
issues and keep the social issues
before you when you are thinking
about all that so that you can come
up with the correct solution from an
economic angle. The other issues 1
would like you to think of
[inaudible] please give my
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greetings to Sulaimaniyah and the
people of Kurdistan with all...also
don’t think that tourism is only for
the summer. Baghdad residents or
Misan residents may come to
Sulaimaniyah only in the summer.
But you may have the people of
Basrah who have never see snow,
they may come to see snow.

It is natural for them to come in the
Fall and the summer. And summer
is around seven months here. So
we have seven summer months and
three spring months, that means we
only have two cold winter months,
and there are some, as I said, who
would love to see snow, and see if
falling on the peaks and snowy
mountains in the winter. So if
possible, tourism in Kurdistan
could be a continuous thing in all
the seasons of the year, Fall,
Winter, Summer and Spring.

o Aol da g8 e Gliagy Sl padY
(e 25355 Bl olS Ol o Y gk g Aage
S ) A Sl 50— i

(i Sl Len s

MV3 U pomail Lo uy Sls jiall 238 Ll saus | Sir, we did make those suggestions
Jlh alia yha ol YV 4 alads AU | but we did not go into the detail
¢le | that you did. We presented them in
a general form.
Saddam Oy Al — eda Ay )l Led sea 3 16dS o0 Y | Well, then you must go back to this
by Agimall (5 AV Gl 5 & - 5 | vision both you and us- we will
Ly sla a5 ) | inform the other concerned
ministries of the same idea here.
MV3 o ol s Ca gl Adua gla iy a5l | Today, it really is by chance that
2okl Ua Jaall B 23 aa Usl J223WUL 5 5l | we see you, because today at noon
b L) e e )y pas (1) 5AY15 | we have a work meeting regarding
W Jean 7 (B g 5ill 138 5 Jiay | development and that is why my
4l ¢ls ) Ulee | brothers are here- so God willing
with all your explanations we will
have an easier job to do. God
willing.
Saddam A el o | God willing.
MV4 @lisbis & e La Jia g2 80 oyl sall Jee 5 | And the Kurdish man, as you have

said sir, especially in this place, is
used to living from his gun, which
to him is a nationalistic duty- we
must with God’s help teach him to
work- yesterday sir, even though
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the city — you know the exceptional
situation we were and are in...
Saddam Oy $999C 3y Sllia aaBl ) gmen W | I you would allow me to sit there
geeeee? Al 403 3y | because [inaudible] and we are —
we want some shade [inaudible]
MV4 JV s ol laie ) 521 Ly A jlued s20s | Sir, yesterday we had a meeting
Liad Sl 5 Jom gall Aisae & Jaall k3 | with the brothers regarding
Uia da¥) Slyasdll g cplale 31 zUs3 # 5 | developing the city of Mosul and
Leidlats o alliala jgay — ol s | we definitely will need workers and
Shuaaidll e 3l jall JS A oSl | the security limits we have here —
999 olad¥l iy aelfiaaida Ll | you may not be aware of it sir-
oo Dlaaaill JS ) sad ) agd 8 €98 () 54 W1 | iving in Iraq has its challenges and
- 381G ad¥ly oyl gall | yesterday we were discussing that —
[inaudible] the brothers [inaudible]
I told them to lift all limits
[conditions] on people especially
the Kurds.
Saddam Jaadl Ual &Y | For employment purposes.
MV4 i 3 By amg WY Al — e il aai | Yes, for those purposes- Mr. Yaha
an) 5 Alla pelS sl i pale W i asked me if he should do it for the
Cumy 3 9438l je Ge iy a2l (s )Y | returnees also- and [ told him that
O e 4315 303 Gal | yes, they were all equals. And
when he does not come to claim his
Iraqi blood but wants to cause
trouble, then we will chase him for
ten years.
Saddam z e Jaall — 7 gk Jaall 43408 41 Zuall Y | No, there are laws to deal with
ke V) g o gilalls (538 d Zually | troublemaking. Work is open-
< <l | work is open, but there are laws for
troublemaking, and those normal
laws will be in effect.
MV4 Loz Sliaisi AW ) ga¥V il 6L& ()5 — 23 | Yes, and God willing as you have
— N 50— Llee Qo lgalas » 5 lisbaw | said sir, we will keep that in mind
Aaliall Uiaga — (& pud <ilS Gl g Ja g | when we do our work- not for now-
duila o)l Litiaga & L sl oSa05 505 S | even if that is not our responsibility
Jasite il Ll () 98¢5 oty clidl | as a local government ministry, but
30588 o (s a) Auugal IS 13 - j5e 8 | is our national duty to build and
1o Lldl Lad 5 Aladl) dadaiall p kil (5,40 | develop and [inaudible] and God
ddlaidll gl A3ad aa AW WAL e o gl | willing we will not interfere in any
Al oL ol QY 13a e 990 A | suggestions if they are for another
D28 elisbual a5 J8 5 cpe gl DA | organization or ministry, to develop
oladyl 1o 8 L8 jas g LLASA) (jasia Siag | the northern region. Today in our
D3a¥V e ap liats M g gmse Js g | meeting with the brethren, who are
4el )3l | the Northern Region Development
Committee [inaudible] on that
basis, God willing in the next two
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weeks or so you will get a report, of
course, within our abilities and
knowledge in this matter, and even
on the issues you suggested
regarding agricultural issues.

MV4

Leia Jiliad ) dslaiall d68al Gaie (s —
Vb dael 3l st ) ol 5a S35 (4
5l GAIS Y1 ilS 1y Ll Aaliadl
o 5o SeYL Laie 5 WG dpcliall
gl Ui Jay — 0 p& gl () samall aiinad
(e (sing )M = 5 503 4gSE S) (g iay
S AN DN Gans (e iiall e gl
o g Bhlie 81— Led Ly (S 99¢
L e Lo (b il g 230 3 il 2l
Al Y payy Bl 5 g ypay Y &l
S5 ga Le Jia 5l S8 US 5 B L jpeans
bl jaadl LS Lee )b ()13 alladly

$eee 4l coeT
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The region here survives on three
main resources. First of all,
agriculture, and then tourism, and
then, while it is very behind, on
manufacturing. And we have the
ability not just to make tomato
paste or other- we have, sir, so
much fruit like bananas and grapes
that are wasted and other things
[inaudible] all of them. Including
sir, there are regions that are remote
and in the mountains, we don’t
pave roads there because there is
snow and ice and slipping and
sliding, we were thinking to cover
the roads there with special stones
like other countries with similar
conditions [inaudible]

And provide work for idle hands
and allow people to feel... and I am
sure sir, that when they share
[inaudible] in applying what you
have asked sir, in five years or so,
when an instigator comes, and tries
to make trouble, the people will say
that they want to live and work and
will refuse to join any outlawed
political movement, which is
outside what is [inaudible] and
hopefully sir all this [inaudible] and
God willing [inaudible]

Saddam

Cre QS ABUS () g 1A 3 5 — 3 )3
g sohall Ul — a jlie daas S
Gk At Laie Gyl e a5 (e Liad
o=l il e G bt Jighal (8 oA 3
Catahalla b Gkl I ()5S e iladl
3 AV Gl skl GOk ey JSE A
ped las Al Cilaasall e Bamy A3
Apualleda (s Al AR sy aeiianay laii
A el Ol ypan £ 08 ISl

I also — I also want you my brethren
to consider population density
when you decide on any projects-
the location of a project. When you
want to build a road, and we want
to build five roads or the same
length for example. When this road
or two are close to two large
population dense locations we must
give them priority and when the




Wilson Center Digital Archive Transcript - Arabic

other two or three roads are further
away, we must give them a
different priority. Take that into
account, and that way everything
will take place.

MV4 mas oo JS dh a0 ) 6L OV | Siir, God will, while you remain
with us

Saddam Jusi 5 - 4L | Here we go — I would like to wash

MV (sle i) Lt S AoVl puaaill 54 | The original design was here.

[sound of running water]

[END OF RECORDING]




