Digital Archive

. . - digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org
International History Declassified

W Wilson
Center

January 21, 1959

Tibor Zador, 'The Events in Cuba and the United
States'

Citation:
"Tibor Zador, 'The Events in Cuba and the United States'", January 21, 1959, Wilson
Center Digital Archive, Magyar Nemzeti Levéltar (National Archives of Hungary),

Budapest, XIX-J-1-j Kuba, TUK, 1945-64, 5/b, 2d. Contributed and translated by Radoslav
Yordanov. https://digitalarchive.umd.edu/document/300992

Summary:

A Hungarian diplomat in Washington, DC, reports on the relationship between the United
States and Cuba since the fall of the Batista government.

Original Language:
Hungarian

Contents:

Transcript - Hungarian
Translation - English


digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org

Wilson Center Digital Archive Transcript - Hungarian

A kubai események es az Egyesilt Allamok
Washington, 21 January 1959

Ebben a futarpostaban kildott egyik jelentésben beszamoldt adtunk az Egyesult
Allamoknak Latin Amerika orszagaihoz fliz6d6 kapcsolatairél, m melyek - kiilonésen
az utébbi idében - egyre tébb gondot okoznak Washingtonnak. A legnagyobb
problémat azonban jelenleg a kubai események jelentik az amerikai kormény
szamara. Ez tdomoren abban foglalhaté 6ssze, hogy az amerikai kormany egészen
mult év marciusaig hivatalosan is tdmogatta a junaar elején megbukott Batista
kormdanyt fegyverekkel, a felkel6kkel szemben. Marcius éta ugyan formalisan
embargét vezettek be a kubai fegyverszallitdsokra, de itteni hirek szerint is
Dominikan keretil tovabb folyt a szallitds. Ezmellett az amerikai nagykovet nyiltan is
beleavatkozott a kubai bel6s helyzetbe, kifejezetten kidllva a felkel6kkel szemben. Ha
ehhez hozztesszik azt, hogy az amerikai Uzleti élet teljesen 6sszefonddott Batista
rendszerével, tdmogatta, akkor nincs ok csodéalkozni azon, hogy még Washingtonban
is nyiltan beszél mindenki a kubai nép Am erikaellenes érzelmeirdl.

A s szigetorszagban tobb mint két évig t artott a harc az uralmon |évé katonai
diktator leveréséért. Ez mutatja azt, hogy - ellentétben a legtdbb latinamértkai
fordulattal - nem puccsrél vagy palotaforradalomrdl volt sz6, hanem széleskor(
megmozduldsrél, maely az Egyesilt Allamok &ltal is tdmogatott kormany
megdontésére irdnyult. Az 1910-ben lezajlott mexikdi forradalmi események 6ta
Castro mozgalma jelentette az els6 hasonlé jellegU felkelést. Hozza kell azonban tenni
ehhez azt, hogy Mexikdban a frontok sokkal kikristalyosodottabbak voltak, és a
politikai jobb és baloldali harca radikalisabb eredményekre vezetett, mint Casatra
mozgalma Kubéban,

Ez utébbi helyen a forradalmié &g latszata mellett inkdbb egy konzervativ mentalitdsu
vezetés kiemelkedésére lehet szamitani. A Castro altal kinevezett ideiglenes kdztar
sasaig. elndk és kormanydnak tagjai ugyanis a kubai tdrsadalom konzervativ
bedllitottsdgu elemei kozé tartoznak. A felkelést természetesen nem ezek az
emberek hajtottadk végre, vagy vezették, hanem Castro vezetés ével a kubai fiatalsag
egy reze, amelynek célja Batista uralmanak a megdojtésé volt, melytél a szabadsag
és demokracia megjelenését vartak. Minden jeli arra mutat, hogy a felkelés vezetdi és
altaldan az egész mozgalom képtelen barmilyen politikai filozéfia kialakitasara és
ezért szadmolniuk kell azzal, hogy az események irdnyitdsara egyre kevesebb
befolyasuk less. Castro maga nem tagja a kormdnynak, hanem a hadsereg vezetdje, s
amennyiben a terveknek megfelel6en masfél-két éven bellll megtartjak a
demokratikusnak tervezgit valasztdsokat, akkor valészinlinek latszik, hogy hatalma
erésen csOkkenni fog ebben a minéségében is. Mas jelek is arra mutatnak, hogy a 32
éves Castronak nincsenek diktator! hajlamai.

A jelenlegi helyzet a szigeten egyel6re még elég zavaros és szinte naponta jelennek
meg az egymasnak ellentmondé nyilatkozatok a kialakulé
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vezetés politikdjara nézve. Ezért minden érkezé hirt fenntartdssal szabad fogadni. Az
aldbbiakban igyekszilink 6sszevetni informécidinkat:

A hivatalos jelentések szerint 220 f6 korili kivégzési hulldm tovéabb-folyik. Az amerikai
Kongresszusban tobben élesen elitéltek Castroékat ezért és gazdasdgi, turista és
egyéb blokdd megvaldsitasat javasoltak A State Dept. azonban ezeket a hangokat
nem vette at, hanem igyekszik kapcsolatait elmélyiteni az uj kormannyal. Ismeretes,
hogy 48 éran belil elismerte az uj kormanyt, amely rendkivil gyors Iépesnek
szamitott, és azt volt hivatva elérni, hogy mély benyomast keltsen a jelenlegi kubai
vezetbkben. Castro azonban nem tett kilénbséget az amerikai kormdany és a
torvényhozas egymastdl eltérd véleménye kdzott, hanem elég nagy feltlinést keltve
az amerikai févarosban, k6zolte, hogy ha az Egyesiilt lllanok beavatkozik a sziget
belligyeibe és csapatokat kiild oda, ,,200.000 gringo fog meghalni". A State
Department azonban lenyelte ezt a nyilatkozatot is. Az amerikai kormany
nyilvdnvaléan nem akar olajat 6nteni a tlizre, hanem - figyelembe véve a sziget
stratégiai helyzetét, amely itt nagyon fontos tényez6 - igyekszik kertlni a surlédasi



feltleteket.

Szerepet jatszik fentiekben az amerikai tékeérdekeit ségek kérdése is, Batista
uralmdnak 6 éve alatt kb, 800 millié dollar értékl téke hatolt be Kubaba, Ennek tobb
mint fele amerikai. Az 6sszes amerikai tékeberuhazdsok 6sszege becslések szerint
meghaladja az 1 millidrd dollart. A legjelentésebb a teljesen amerikai kézben 1évé
Cuban Electric Co., mely 6 ezer mérfold hosszlUsagu vezetékein keresztil az orszag
energiajanak kb, 90 o/o-at szolgaltatja. Az elmult 3 hétben szamos, egymasnak
ellentmondd hir latott napvilagot Amerikaban arra nézve, hogy a kubai vezetés
milyen eljarast kovet majd a kiilféldi beruhdzdsokkal szemben. Ismeretes ugyanis,
hogy 4-5 évvel ezel6tt Castro, alig szabadulva Batista bortonébdl, mexikéi radikalis
elemek hatdsa alatt a kézmuvek, nagyvallalatok, féleg pedig a kulfoldi
tékeberuhazasok allamostitasa mellett foglalt allast. Ezeket az elképzeléseket
azonban Ujabban nem hangoztatja, amely @ konzervativ Irdnyzatd kormanyzat
politikdjdnak az érvényesilését jelenti. Ennek ellenére azonban Washingtonban az
egész kérdést még nagy kérddjelnek tekintik.

Ami a kubai gazdasagi életet jelenti, roviden az aldbbiakat: mint ismeretes, a 6
termék a cukor, amelybdl 1958-ban tobb mint 5,6 millié tonnat termeltek. EbbdI -
dolldrra atszadmitva - kb, 600 millié dollaros bevétel volt, A tonndnkénti atlagar 4,35
dollar, széniben az 1957-es 5,20 dollarral. Kuba f6 cukorvasarldja az Egyesult
Allamok, amely 1958-ban kozel 3,5 millié tonnat vett at. Masodik legfontosabb
termel— vény a dohany, amely 1958-ban kdzel 34 millié dollar bevételt jelentett,
Vannak vas, mangan és krombanyak, ezeknek termelése azonban a harcok miatt egy
ideje megakadt. Hozamuk egyelére nem jelentés. E fémek kozll egyedil az amerikai
korméany kezében lévé Nicaro Nickel Plant mikodik emelked6 termeléssel. Bar Batista
diktatorsdga alatt a gazdasagi helyzet egyes szempontokbdl javuld tendenciat
mutatott, az dllamaddssagok megkodzelitik a 800 millié dollart. A kiilkereskedelem
passziv szintén, és ez f6leg amerikai viszonylatban mutatkozik meg: becslések szerint
1958-ban 60-70 millié dollarral volt magasabb az import mint az export. A gazdasagi
élet rendbezhozasa érdekében a kubai vezetés allitdlag az amerikai New Deal és Fair
Deal alapjan igyekszik elérehaladni,
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A kubai munkdsmozgalom jelenlegi helysetét drgus szemekkel figyelik
Washingtonban, attél tartva, hogy a kommunista part esetleg mint jelentés uj
tényezd fog meg jele mi. Egyel6re Ugy lat szik, hogy a kubai vezet és elhatarolja
magat a kommunistaktol. F érvik az, hogy a kommunista part - bar szemben all
Batistaval és sok komnunista szenvedett a diktatortél - nem mikodott egylitt a
Castro féle "Julius 26-a mozgalomnal". Ebben van igazsag, melynek az oka az, hogy a
kommunistak lathatéan nem biztak a hosszuranyulé és nagy aldozatokkal jaré,
konstruktiv programmal nem rendelkez6, fiatalok atal vezetett és tdmogatott
mozgalomban. Ennek ellenére azonban bizonyosnak latszik, hogy a kommunista part
legdlis szervezetként fég kit miikédni. Neve Népi Szocialista Part.

A szakszervezetekkel kapcsolatos helyzet még komplikaltabb. Azok ui. - Peronhoz
hasonléan - Batista kezében voltak és vezetdik vagy elmenekiltek, vagy elfogtak
O6ket. Egyel6re Castronak egy baratjat nevezték ki fétitkarra, de eze csak a4t meneti
jellegl. A munkaligyi miniszter éppen a napokban nyilatkozott a kb. 1,6 milli6é tagot
szamlélé szakszervezet helyzetérdl, megéllapitva, hogy a kdzeljovire tervezett
valasztasok soran bizonyara minimalis szdnban fognak csak kommunistakat
valasztani. Itt emlitem még meg a munkalgyi miniszter nyilatkozatanak azt a részét
is, amely szerint a legnagyobb munkatligyi és nemzetgazdasagi problémak kozé
tartozik az altaldban 600 ezer f6 korll mozgd munkanélkiliség tartés csokkentése.

Végul Kuba és a szocialista orszagok kozoétti viszonyrél: eddig nem volt diploméciai
viszony. A tébb mint 6 millié lakossagu szigetorszaggal valé kapcsolatok
megteremtése azonban igen hasznos lenne. A befutott jelentések azt mutatjdk, hogy
a kubai kormdény non kivan - Legaldbbis egyeldére - hivatalos viszonyt teremt mi a
szocialista orszagokkal. Urrutia, az ideiglenes elntk legutébb kifejtette a
diktaturakkal, kozottiik kommunista diktatiradkkal, szembeni kifogasat, és hirek s
szerint célzott arra, hogy a Szovjetuniéval sem kivan diplomaciai kapcsolatot felvenni.



Ezt kdvet6en azonban Vorosilov alairdsdval a Szovjetunié taviratilag elismerte az uj
kubai kormanyt. Javaslatot nem tetta diplomaciai és egyéb jellegli kapcsolatok
felévtelére, az itteni szovjet nagykdvetségtdl nyert értesilésiink szerint azonban
Moszkvaban varjak a kubai valaszt, amely egyeldre késik.

Ami bennlinket illet, véleményiink szerint a leghelyesebb pillanatnyilag varakozé
alldppontra helyezkedni. Amennyiben a Szovjetuniénak a fentebb jelzett 1épése
eredményre vezet, érdemes lenne nekiink is idékéivel megvizsgalni a problémat.
Nemcsak a diploméaciai, hanem egyéb, elsésorban kereskedelmi kapcsolatok
megteremtésére gondolunk. Ha az események ebbdl a szempontbél kedvezden
alakulndnak az elkOvetkezé idészakban, egy esetleges mexikdi ut soran érdemes
lenne esetleg Kubat is utbaejteni. Mindenesetre a kérdést figyelemnél kisérjik és
fogunk tovabbi tajékoztatast nyujtani.

Zador Tibor id Ggyv.
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Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

The events in Cuba and the United States
Washington, 21 January 1959

In this report sent by courier, we gave an account of the relations of the United States
with the countries of Latin America, which - especially recently - are causing more
and more problems for Washington. However, the biggest problem for the US
government right now is the events in Cuba. This can be summed up in the fact that
until March of last year, the American government officially supported the Batista
government, which fell at the beginning of January, with weapons against the
insurgents. Since March, an embargo was formally introduced on arms shipments to
Cuba, but according to local news, shipments continued through Dominica. In
addition, the American ambassador openly interfered in the internal situation in Cuba,
specifically standing up against the insurgents. Add to that the fact that American
business life is completely intertwined With Batista's regime, he supported it, then
there is no reason to be surprised that even in Washington everyone talks openly
about the anti-American sentiments of the Cuban people.

For more than two years, the fight to topple the ruling military dictator has been
raging in the island nation. This shows that - unlike most Latin American revolutions -
it was not a coup d'étatl or a palace revolution, but a broad movement aimed at
overthrowing the government supported by the United States. Since the revolutionary
events in Mexico in 1910, Castro's movement was the first such uprising. However, it
should be added that in Mexico the fronts were much more crystallized and the
struggle of the political right and left led to more radical results than Castro's
movement in Cuba,

In the latter place, in addition to the appearance of the revolutionary branch, one can
expect the emergence of a leadership with a conservative mentality. Until the
Castro-appointed temporary public prosecutor. the president and members of his
government are among the conservative elements of Cuban society. Of course, the
uprising was not carried out or led by these people, but led by Castro, a group of
Cuban youth whose goal was to defeat Batista's rule, from which they expected the
emergence of freedom and democracy. All the signs point to the fact that the leaders
of the uprising, and the entire movement in general, are incapable of developing any
political philosophy and therefore have to reckon with the fact that they have less
and less influence on the direction of events. Castro himself is not a member of the
government, but the head of the army, and if the planned democratic elections are
held within one and a half to two years, then it seems likely that his power will be
greatly reduced in this capacity as well. There are other signs that the 32-year-old
Castro has no dictatorial tendencies.

The current situation on the island is still quite confusing and contradictory
statements
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regarding the policies of the emerging leadership appear almost daily. Therefore, all
incoming news should be received with reservations. Below we try to compare our
information:

According to official reports, the wave of executions of around 220 people continues.
Several people in the American Congress sharply condemned the Castros for this and
proposed the implementation of an economic, tourist and other blockade. However,
the State Department did not accept these voices and is trying to deepen its relations
with the new government. It is known that it recognized the new government within
48 hours, which was considered extremely fast-paced and was meant to make a deep
impression on the current Cuban leaders. However, Castro did not distinguish
between the differing opinions of the American government and the legislature, but
rather caused quite a stir in the American capital, announcing that if the United
States intervened in the internal affairs of the island and sent troops there, "200,000
gringos will die." However, the State Department swallowed this statement as well.
The American government obviously does not want to add fuel to the fire, but -
considering the island's strategic position, which is a very important factor here - tries



to avoid friction surfaces.

The issue of American capital interests also plays a role in the above, during the 6
years of Batista's rule, approximately 800 million dollars worth of capital entered
Cuba, more than half of which was American. Total US capital investments are
estimated to exceed $1 billion. The most significant is Cuban Electric Co., which is
entirely in American hands, and which supplies about 90% of the country's energy
through its 6,000 miles of lines. In the past 3 weeks, a number of conflicting news
have come to light in America regarding what procedure the Cuban leadership will
follow in relation to foreign investments. It is known that 4-5 years ago, barely
released from Batista's prison, Castro, under the influence of Mexican radical
elements, took a stand in favor of the nationalization of public utilities, large
companies, and especially foreign capital investments. However, he has not voiced
these ideas recently, which means the enforcement of the policy of a
conservative-oriented government. Despite this, however, the whole issue is still
considered a big question mark in Washington.

As for Cuban economic life, briefly the following: as you know, the main product is
sugar, of which more than 5.6 million tons were produced in 1958. From this -
converted to dollars - there was an income of about 600 million dollars. The average
price per ton is 4.35 dollars, compared to 5.20 dollars in 1957. The main buyer of
Cuba's sugar is the United States, which received nearly 3.5 million tons in 1958. The
second most important product is tobacco, which generated nearly 34 million dollars
in revenue in 1958. There are iron, manganese and chrome mines, but their
production has stopped for some time due to the fighting. Their yield is not significant
for now. Of these metals, Nicaro Nickel Plant is the only one in the hands of the US
government and operates with increasing production. Although under Batista's
dictatorship the economic situation showed a tendency to improve in some aspects,
the state debts are close to 800 million dollars. Foreign trade is also passive, and this
is especially evident in the American context: according to estimates, in 1958,
imports were 60-70 million dollars higher than exports. In order to put the economic
life in order, the Cuban leadership is said to be trying to move forward based on the
American New Deal and Fair Deal.
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The current situation of the Cuban labor movement is being watched with suspicious
eyes in Washington, fearing that the Communist Party might emerge as a significant
new factor. For now, it seems that the Cuban is leading and distancing itself from the
communists. Their main argument is that the Communist Party - although opposed to
Batista and many communists suffered from the dictator - did not cooperate with
Castro's "July 26 Movement". There is some truth in this, the reason for which is that
the communists apparently did not believe in the long-lasting and high-sacrifice
movement, which had no constructive program and was led and supported by young
people. Despite this, it seems certain that the Communist Party can operate as a
legal organization. Its name is People's Socialist Party.

The situation with trade unions is even more complicated. Those - like Peron - were in
the hands of Batista and their leaders either fled or were captured. For the time
being, a friend of Castro's has been appointed Secretary General, but this is only
temporary. The Minister of Labor recently stated about the situation of the trade
union, which has approx. 1.6 million members, that during the planned in the near
future elections, communists will be elected in minimal numbers. Here | also mention
the part of the Minister of Labor's statement, according to which the biggest labor
and national economic problems include the permanent reduction of unemployment,
which usually hovers around 600,000 people.

Finally, regarding the relationship between Cuba and the socialist countries: until now
there have been no diplomatic relations. However, establishing relations with the
island nation of more than 6 million people would be very useful. Current reports
show that the Cuban government does not wish - at least for now - to establish official
relations with socialist countries. Urrutia, the interim president, recently expressed
his objection to dictatorships, including communist dictatorships, and according to



news, he indicated that he does not want to establish diplomatic relations with the
Soviet Union either. After that, however, with Voroshilov's signature, the Soviet Union
recognized the new Cuban government by telegram. He did not make any proposal
for reviving diplomatic or other relations, but according to the information we
received from the Soviet embassy here, they are waiting for the Cuban response in
Moscow, which is delayed for the time being.

As far as we are concerned, in our opinion, it is best to take a waiting position at the
moment. If the above-mentioned step of the Soviet Union leads to results, it would be
worthwhile for us to examine the problem from time to time. We are thinking of
establishing not only diplomatic, but also other, primarily commercial, relations. If the
events were to develop favorably from this point of view in the coming period, during
a possible trip to Mexico it might be worth visiting Cuba as well. In any case, we are
monitoring the issue and will provide further information.

Tibor Zador
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