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Zaznam
o rozhovoru se s. Severo Aguirre, ¢lenem PB UV Lidové soc. strany Kuby

Soudruh Aguirre informoval o situaci na Kubé a praci Lidové socialistické strany Kuby.

Uvedl, Ze partyzanské hnuti na Kubé, které plvodné pocalo Jako izolované ozbrojené
akce maloburzoaznich demokratll, se postupné preménilo v masové hnuti
ozbrojenych délnikd a rolnikd, ktefi tvori 90 % revolué¢ni armady. Zna¢nou zasluhu na
tomto vyvoji ma komunisticka strana, kterd dlouhd léta vedla masy bezzemk( a
drobnych rolnikd k boji za pozemkovou reformu: povstalecky vidce Fidél Castro se po
nelspésich taktiky ojedinélych teroristickych akci proti Batistové diktature pocal
opirat o masy rolnikd, které jej podporily tehdy, kdy prejal komunistické heslo
demokratické pozemkové reformy.

UV LSS Kuby ovyslal v r.1958 do $tadbu povstaleckého hnuti ¢lena PB soudruha
Rodrigueze. Strana dala pokyn k vSestranné podpore povstaleckého hnuti a ziskala v
ném silné pozice. Radu vyznamnych velitelskych mist zastdvali a zastavaji komunisté.
Fidel Castro, ktery jeSté polatkem r.1957 podléhal protikomunistickym naladdm v
domnéni, ze snad komunisté hodlaji jeho osoby "zneuzit" pro své cile, se postupné
zbavoval protikomunistickych predsudkd. Znac¢ny podil na jeho kladném politickém
vyvoji mél sém americky imperialismus, ktery na jedné strané s Castrovym hnutim
koketoval a predstiral k nému sympatie, na druhé strané vSak zahrnoval fasistického
diktatora Batistu vSestrannou vojenskou pomoci.

Castro je podle nazoru kubanskych soudruhd citlivy k poZzadavkim mas. Komunisté
Castra v minulosti ¢asto kritizovali, a to i verejné, za nespravny postup, ktery svédcil
o maloburzoazni mentalité povstaleckych vidcd. Napr. na jare lonského roku byla
vydana vyzva vojaklim Batistovy armady ke vzpoure spolu s pohrlizkou, Ze v pripadé
neuposlechnuti pokynu povstaleckého
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vedeni budou zastreleni. Tim se na ¢as sblizili ¢estnéjsi prislusnici vladni armady s
fasistickymi zlocinci.

Fidél Castro patfi k levé skupiné "hnuti 26.Cervence", k némuz nalezi i jeho mladsi,
politicky vsak vyspélejsi bratr Raul (nynéjsi vrchni velitel brannych sil). Ve vladé se
Fidél Castro obklopil ¢estnymi, nezkorumpovanymi politiky, ktefi se ¢aste¢né obavaji
siliciho tlaku amerického imperialismu. LSS Kuby usiluje o spolupréaci nejen s levici

vvvvv

strana usiluje o neutralizaci pravice "hnuti 26.¢ervence".

Strana doséahla zna¢nych Gspéchl pri reorganizaci délnickych odbor{, musi vsak
prekondavat sabotaz pravého kridla "hnuti 26.¢ervence", které se stavi proti disledné
demokratizaci odborl a nechce spolupracovat s komunisty. Na venkové komunisté
pracuji ve 300 mistnich rolnickych svazech. Strana podporuje dil¢i pozemkovou
reformu, kterd byla zahdjena jiz na osvobozeném partyzdnském Gzemf a jez dava
bezzemkdm (tzv. precaristas) a drobnym rolniklm zdarma pldu do vyméry 26
hektarl a moznost levného pronajmu pldy do 39 ha.

LSS Kuby 7zada zménu Ustavniho zakona o pozemkové reformé, ktery vyzaduje
placeni pGdy predem a v hotovosti. V dalsi etapé boje za pozemkovou reformu bude
Zadat strana konfiskaci pozemkd latifundistd. Do této kategorie patfi americké
spolecnosti, které viastni 66 % zemédélské pldy. Boj za pozemkovou reformu se
prolina takto s bojem proti imperialismu. Fidél Castro v Cele revolu¢ni vlady ucinil
prvni krok k nacionalizaci americkych podnikl verejnych sluzeb tim, ze dosadil statni
kontrolni komisi do spravy americké spolecnosti Tel.& Tel. Comp., ktera udrzuje
nelimeérné vysoké telefonni poplatky spotrebiteld.

Burzoazné demokraticka revoluce na Kubé byla a dosud je z nejvétsi ¢éasti rizena
protiimperialistickou maloburzoazii a stfedni narodni burzoazii, V soucasni dobé vsak
neudavaji hlavni ton predstavitelé demokratické opozice ve vladé, ale maloburzoazni



vladcové revolu¢ni armady (Fidél a Raul Castro,
(p. 2 [f. 70])

E. Guevara), ktefi se opiraji o lidovou armadu. V ni maji velky vliv komunisté a
sympatizujici s nimi. V kubanské revoluci byl kombinovan lidovy partyzansky boj s
akcemi délnické tridy ve méstech, které presly v ozbrojené povstani lidu. Akce
délnické tridy, aktivné organizované predevsim komunisty, prekazily tmysl USA
vymeénit po nevyhnutelném padu Batistovy vlddy reakéni kliku novou figurkou.

V pribéhu pokrokové burzoazné demokratické revoluce byl rozmetén do zna¢né miry
statni burzoazni aparat: v armadé je jen nepatrna Cast nizsich ddstojnikl byvalé
vladni armady (téch, ktefi mohli dokazat, Ze se nezUcastnili vojenskych akci proti
lidu). Byla vyménéna policie a zruseno tzv. "byro pro potirdni komunismu”. Byly
rozpustény politické strany, které se kompromitovaly Gcasti na volebni frasce v
listopadu 1958. Doslo k vyméné osob z organd justice, obecnich rad véetné starostu.
VSech téchto revoluc¢nich akci se aktivné zucastnili ¢lenové LSS Kuby. Kubdnska
burzoazné demokratickd revoluce nebyla zahdjena pod vedenim proletaridtu, avsak
predvoj proletariadtu véas ovliviioval a ovliviiuje jeji pribéh pokrokovymi hesly a
taktikou. Komunisté vytvareji stale lepsi podminky pro prohlubovani napiné
protiimperialistické a protifeudalni revoluce. Sily kontrarevoluce jsou v sou¢asné dobé
dezorganizovédny a omezeny na jednotlivé skupinky reak¢ni burzoazie, izolované od
mas. Soustreduji se postupné znovu, zejména za podpory reakéniho tisku. Tento
proces obnovy jednotné kontrarevolucni fronty burzoazie budou vsak podle nazoru
kubanskych soudruhl trvat jesté urcitou dobu. Proto také americky imperialismus
zatim nemUze prikrocit k oteviené podpore kontrarevolucionard, kteri predstiraji na
oko souhlas s revoluci a razi heslo: "za revoluci, ale pry¢ s komunisty". V této situaci
se obnovuje Lidova socialistickd strana, kterd méla koncem prosince pres 10 000
¢lenl. Pocet ¢lenl patrné od té dobé dosti zna¢né stoupl. Strana vydava denik Hoy
(Dnes), orienta¢ni tydenni bulletin pro funkcionare Carta Semanal (Tydenni dopis) a
pfipravuje opétné vydavani teoretického ¢asopisu Fundamentos (Zaklady). Stranickd
propaganda ma dva dllezité Ukoly: predné
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vysvétlovat masdm, ze se musi stat hlavni silou urlujici dalsi vyvoj na Kubé, a za
druhé paralyzovat Gciny protikomunistické propagandy Sifené predevsim burzoaznim
tiskem, jenz zneuziva "svobody pro vSechny".

Soudruh Aguirre zddraznil skute¢nost, Ze revolu¢ni velitelé véetné Fidéla Castre
pocitaji s tim, ze USA v pripadé, Zze by se jimi pripravovany hospodarsky bojkot Kuby
ukazal nelcinny, prikroli po ¢ase k vyprovokovani ozbrojeného boje. V této
souvislosti nabyva na mimoradném vyznamu pomoc socialistickych zemi. Z nich
zvlasté CSR ma na Kubé obzvlasté priznivé podminky k pomoci. Diplomatické styky
mezi obéma zemémi nebyly preruseny (na rozdil od SSSR), ale jen prakticky ustaly v
dUsledku toho, Ze ¢s. chargé d‘affaires byl pred inorem 1948 odvolan z ddvodi
uspornosti. Obchodni spojeni s kubanskymi firmami trvalo i po dobu Batistovy
diktatury.

XXX
V rozhovoru byly nadhozeny tyto konkrétni otazky:

1. Vyslani ¢s. obchodni mise na Kubu. Méla by polooficidlni charakter a prijela by bez
jakékoli publicity. Mise by projednala moznost rozsifeni ¢s. obchodu s Kubou a
zdUraznila prani poskytnout kubanské viadé ekonomickou pomoc na zékladé
vzdjemné dohody. Kubansti soudruzi se zavazuji, ze takové obchodni misi, vybavené
plnymi mocemi a dobre pripravené politicky, zprostredkuji spojeni s hlavnimi
predstaviteli kubanské vlady vcetné Fidéla Castra,

Nyni je vhodny okamzik k takovému kroku. Podle vyjadfeni s. Aguirre m@ze CSR v
Karibské oblasti plsobit jako "ledoborec socialistického tabora". V souvislosti s tim
uvedl, ze by napf. CLR mohla nakupovat kubansky cukr pres CSR (zatim jej kupuje



pres Anglii). Kubansti soudruzi podaji v nejblizsi dobé zpravu, ktery diplomaticky
zastupce Castrovy vlddy by byl nejvhodnéjsi k provedeni prislusné sondaze. Nékteré
podrobné otazky, souvisici s ev. vyslanim neoficidlni ¢s. obchodni mise na Kubu,
projednal s. Aguirre na MZO se s. Hlochem Il.t.m.

(p. 4 [f. 72])

2« Ve véci zadosti kubanskych soudruht z konce r.1958 (dodavky z>rani povstalecké
armadeé (s. Aguirre zdUraznil, Ze se situace zménila rychlou porazkou Batistovy
diktatury. Bylo by vSak spravné, aby v pripadé zadosti kubanské vilady o prodej
vojenské techniky bylo z ¢s. strany vyhovéno. Tento ¢in by podle kubanskych
soudruht mél velmi kladny psychologicky Gcinek nejen v maséach, ale i mezi samymi
vadci "hnuti 26.¢ervence", pro které bylo opatrovani zbrani vzdy nejvétsim
problémem.

3. Soudruh Aguirre dale pozadal o pomoc technickym zafizenim (sazecimi stroji) pro
novou tiskdrnu LSS Kuby. Uvedl, Ze LSS dostane pomoc od KSSS a SED, kterd doda
rotacku. Z nasi strany by bylo mozno dat k dispozici pét Zachovalych linotypd, které
byly dosud v provozu.

XXX

Soudruh Hendrych predbézné vyslovil s ndméty a pozadavky soudruha Aguirre
souhlas s tim, Ze bude informovat vedeni strany.

10. 3. 1959

(p. 5 [f. 731)



Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

Record

about an interview with Comrade Severo Aguirre, a member of the Politburo
of the Central Committee of the People’s Socialist Party of Cuba

Comrade Aguirre reported on the situation in Cuba and the work of the People's
Socialist Party (PSP) of Cuba.

He stated that the guerilla movement in Cuba, which originally began as isolated
armed actions of petty-bourgeois democrats, gradually transformed into a mass
movement of armed workers and peasants, who make up 90% of the revolutionary
army. Considerable credit for this development goes to the Communist Party, which
for many years led the masses of the landless and small peasants to fight for land
reform: the rebel leader Fidél Castro, after the failure of the tactics of isolated
terrorist actions against the Batista dictatorship, began to rely on the masses of
peasants who supported him when adopted the communist slogan of democratic land
reform.

In 1958, the Central Committee of the PSP of Cuba sent Comrade Rodriguez, a
member of the Politburo, to the staff of the insurgent movement. The party gave
instructions for all-round support of the insurgent movement and gained strong
positions in it. A number of important command posts were and are held by
communists. Fidel Castro, who was still subject to anti-communist sentiments at the
beginning of 1957 in the belief that perhaps the communists intended to "abuse" him
for their own purposes, gradually got rid of anti-communist prejudices. American
imperialism itself played a significant role in its positive political development, which
on the one hand flirted with the Castro movement and pretended to sympathize with
him, but on the other hand, included the fascist dictator Batista with all-round military
assistance.

According to Cuban comrades, Castro is sensitive to the demands of the masses. In
the past, the Communists often criticized Castro, even publicly, for wrongdoing that
testified to the petty-bourgeois mentality of the rebel leaders. E.g. in the spring of
last year, a call was issued to the soldiers of Batista's army to mutiny, along with the
threat that they would be shot if they disobeyed the instruction of the rebel
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leadership. This temporarily brought the more honest members of the government
army closer to the fascist criminals.

Fidél Castro belongs to the left-wing group "July 26 Movement", to which his younger,
but more politically mature brother Raul (current commander-in-chief of the armed
forces) also belongs. In government, Fidél Castro surrounded himself with honest,
uncorrupted politicians who were partly afraid of the increasing pressure of American
imperialism. Cuban PSP strives for cooperation not only with the left "July 26
movement", but also with its center. As part of the policy of the broadest democratic
front, the party strives to neutralize the right-wing "July 26 movement".

The party has achieved considerable success in the reorganization of labor unions,
but it must overcome the sabotage of the right wing of the "July 26 Movement", which
opposes the consistent democratization of unions and does not want to cooperate
with the communists. In the countryside, communists work in 300 local peasant
unions. The party supports the partial land reform, which was already started in the
liberated guerrilla territory and which gives the landless (the so-called precaristas)
and small farmers free land up to 26 hectares and the possibility of cheaply renting
land up to 39 hectares.

Cuban PSP requests an amendment to the constitutional law on land reform, which
requires payment of land in advance and in cash. In the next stage of the struggle for
land reform, the party will request the confiscation of the lands of latifundists. This
category includes American companies that own 66% of agricultural land. The
struggle for land reform is intertwined in this way with the struggle against
imperialism. Fidél Castro, at the head of the revolutionary government, took the first
step towards the nationalization of American utilities by placing a state control



commission in the administration of the American company Tel.& Tel. Comp. [ITT],
which keeps consumers' phone charges disproportionately high.

The bourgeois-democratic revolution in Cuba was and still is for the most part
controlled by the anti-imperialist petit-bourgeoisie and middle national bourgeoisie.
At the present time, however, the main tone is not set by the representatives of the
democratic opposition in the government, but by the petit-bourgeois leaders of the
revolutionary army (Fidél and Raul Castro,

(p. 2 [f. 70])

E. Guevara), who rely on the people's army. Communists and those who sympathize
with them have great influence in it. In the Cuban Revolution, a popular guerrilla
struggle was combined with the actions of the working class in the cities, which
turned into an armed uprising of the people. The actions of the working class, actively
organized mainly by the communists, thwarted the intention of the USA to replace
the reactionary clique with a new figurehead after the inevitable fall of the Batista
government.

In the course of the progressive bourgeois-democratic revolution, the state bourgeois
apparatus was dispersed to a large extent: in the army there is only a small part of
the lower officers of the former government army (those who could prove that they
did not take part in military actions against the people). The police were replaced and
the so-called "Bureau for the Suppression of Communism" was abolished. Political
parties that had compromised themselves by participating in the election farce in
November 1958 were dissolved. There was an exchange of people from the judiciary,
municipal councils, including mayors. Members of the Cuban PSP actively participated
in all these revolutionary actions. The Cuban bourgeois-democratic revolution was not
started under the leadership of the proletariat, but the vanguard of the proletariat
influenced its course with progressive slogans and tactics. The communists are
creating increasingly better conditions for the deepening of the anti-imperialist and
anti-feudal revolution. The forces of the counter-revolution are currently disorganized
and limited to the individual groups of the reactionary bourgeoisie, they are gradually
regrouping, especially with the support of the reactionary press. However, in the
opinion of the Cuban comrades, this process of restoring the united front of the
bourgeoisie will take some time. That is why American imperialism cannot yet step
forward to openly support the counter-revolutionaries, who pretend to agree with the
revolution and coin the slogan: "for the revolution, but away with the communists". In
this situation, the People's Socialist Party, which had over 10,000 members at the end
of December, is being renewed. The number of members has probably increased
quite considerably since then. The party publishes Hoy (Today), an orientation weekly
bulletin for functionaries Carta Semanal (Weekly Letter) and is preparing a reissue of
the theoretical journal Fundamentos (Fundamentals). Party propaganda has two
important tasks: firstly,

(p. 3 [f. 71])

to explain to the masses that they must become the main force determining further
development in Cuba, and secondly, to paralyze the effects of anti-communist
propaganda spread mainly by the bourgeois press, which abuses "freedom for all".

Comrade Aguirre emphasized the fact that the revolutionary commanders including
Fidel Castro is counting on the fact that the US, in the event that the economic
boycott of Cuba it is preparing proves to be ineffective, will step forward in time to
provoke an armed struggle. In this context, the aid of socialist countries takes on
extraordinary importance. Of these, Czechoslovakia in particular has particularly
favorable conditions for assistance in Cuba. Diplomatic relations between the two
countries were not interrupted (unlike the USSR), but only practically ceased as a
result of the fact that the Czech Republic the chargé d'affaires was dismissed before
February 1948 for reasons of economy. Business connections with Cuban companies
lasted even during Batista's dictatorship.



XXX
The following specific questions were raised in the interview:

1. Sending Czechoslovak trade mission to Cuba. It would have a semi-official
character and would arrive without any publicity. The mission would discuss the
possibility of expanding the Czech Republic. trade with Cuba and emphasized the
desire to provide economic assistance to the Cuban government on the basis of
mutual agreement. Cuban comrades pledge that such a trade mission, equipped with
full powers and well prepared politically, will facilitate liaison with the principal
representatives of the Cuban government, including Fidel Castro,

Now is an opportune moment to take such a step. According to Comrade Aguirre,
Czechoslovakia can act as an "icebreaker for the socialist camp" in the Caribbean
region. In connection with this, he stated that, for example, the PRC could buy Cuban
sugar through Czechoslovakia (for now, it buys it through England). The Cuban
comrades will report in the near future which diplomatic representative of Castro's
government would be the most suitable to carry out the relevant survey. Some
detailed questions related to ev. by sending an unofficial MS. trade mission to Cuba,
discussed by Comrade Aguirre at the MZO [Ministry of Foreign Trade] with Comrade
Hloch.

(p. 4 [f. 72])

2. Regarding the request of the Cuban comrades from the end of 1958 (supplies to
the rebel army), Aguirre emphasized that the situation changed with the rapid defeat
of the Batista dictatorship. According to the Cuban comrades, this act would have a
very positive psychological effect not only on the masses, but also among the leaders
of the July 26 Movement, for whom the possession of weapons was always the
biggest problem.

3. Comrade Aguirre further requested assistance with technical equipment
(typesetting machines) for the new Cuban PSP printing house. He stated that the PSP
will receive help from the CPSU and the SED, which will supply a rotary machine.
From our side, it would be possible to make available five preserved linotypes that
have been in use until now.

XXX

Comrade Hendrych tentatively agreed with Comrade Aguirre's ideas and demanded
that he would inform the party leadership.

10/3/1959

(p. 5 [f. 73])



