
Digital Archive
International History Declassified

digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org

1990
Letters from Barzan Al‐Tikriti to Saddam Hussein
about Iraqi Officials in Geneva and Israel trying to

Engage with Iraq

Citation:

"Letters from Barzan Al‐Tikriti to Saddam Hussein about Iraqi Officials in Geneva and
Israel trying to Engage with Iraq", 1990, Wilson Center Digital Archive, Conflict Records
Research Center, National Defense University, SH‐SPPC‐D‐000‐800. Contributed by
Steve Coll. https://digitalarchive.umd.edu/document/301111

Summary:

This file includes handwritten letters by Barzan al-Tikriti to Saddam Hussein during
1989-1991. Subjects include information from al-Tikriti during his work at the Permanent
Legation in Geneva and information on Iraqi official Fadil al-Barrak who was under
suspicion for his international communications and relationships with Iraqi criminals and
former Ba'thists.

Original Language:

Arabic

Contents:

Original Scan
Translation - English

digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org


Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan



Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan



Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan



Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan



Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan



Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan



Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan



Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan



Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan



Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan



CRRC  SH-SPPC-D-000-800 Page 1 

 

 

Page 27-31 

In the name of God, most Gracious, most Merciful 

Republic of Iraq 
Presidency of the Republic 

Secretary 

Dear Mr. President Leader, 

Please review the letter of comrade Barzan Ibrahim al-Tikriti that is attached aside. 

Regards, 
[Signature] 
March 15, 1991 

5

Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English



CRRC  SH-SPPC-D-000-800 Page 2 

 

 

Permanent Mission 
Of the Republic of Iraq 

To Geneva 

The Ambassador 

Top Secret & Personal 

To: Secretary of President Leader 
Dear Mr. Hamed Hammadi 

Greetings and a warm regards and respect to Mr. President Leader 

Dear brother, 
I wanted to make reference in this letter to one aspect of the situation our country 

is experiencing, which is supposed to be clear in all its details, especially the ones of high 
importance. 

I have no doubt you are familiar with the difficulties that the United States of America 
and their allies are facing regarding their special attempts to arrange matters in Iraq in a 
way suitable and satisfying to them. One of the most important difficulties that stand in 
the way of their goal, which they continue to talk about openly is the problem of 
"alternative". They are looking for an alternative with special qualifications that can 
guarantee the national unity of Iraq without any weakness, division, or civil war 
occurrence. 

Based on our review to the Arab newspapers published in Western Europe, especially the 
one on behalf of Saudi Arabia or supported by Saudi Arabia or the Gulf countries, we 
noticed some mentions to Mr. Sa'doun Shaker, commending his professionalism and 
respect when he resigned from his post in the office at the beginning of the events. 
However, these mentions started taking different direction lately. They are now talking 
about "his poise, impartiality, and integrity," and mentioning that despite all these 
qualifications, he was unable to satisfy Saddam Hussein." 

I found it useful to have these matters before our eyes and the center of our attention, 
especially that his behavior, background, and relations with the Saudis and the Gulf 
people, in particular, are known to you. I would also like to mention that those people 
have the impression he is a Sunni from Tikrit. 

The other person that is important to pay attention to under these circumstances is Mr. 
Fadhel al-Barrak; he is also known to you with regard to his behavior, background, and 
relations, especially those that emerged lately, not to mention his humbleness, Party rank, 
and the fact he is from Tikrit and has connections and relations with the army officers' 
circles. 
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Therefore, I would like to emphasize on the necessity to pay close attention to both of 
them. There might be other people since you are more familiar than us with the changes 
that occurred to the mind and spirits of people. I would also like to emphasize on the 
necessity to pay attention to the army and its commanders under these circumstances 
because, as you know, they are the key element in any change. 

It appeared that those people are lucky because Mr. Sa'doun Shaker has lived for those 
five minutes that cost him 25 years, and was pensioned off at the beginning of these bitter 
events because he drove the car of Mr. President when the latter escaped prison, at the 
time where every Iraqi, even the handicapped crawling on his knees, was required to 
make an effort, be persistent and active. And now, he has all his privileges, except for this 
burden and responsibility that falls on every faithful Iraqi and the Command, in 
particular. 

As for Mr. Fadhel al-Barrak, the late Ahmed Hasan al-Bakr was the first one to expose 
the shortcomings of al-Barrak that was expelled that night to Moscow. As for us who 
were not experienced on people and our experience was not complete yet, we nominated 
him to assume the most important and high positions in the state. He was appointed to the 
Public Security Directorate, and then the Intelligence due to other circumstances. God 
gives people time but he does not forget about them. So, 12 years later on the truth about 
him came to light. But he was also lucky where he was pensioned off and was disciplined 
with the minimum punishment he was supposed to get, comparing with the size of his 
mistakes and suspicious international communications that proved he was nationally 
dishonest, while the current circumstances requires him to show a certain amount of 
effort and suffering that is equivalent, at least, to the privileges he was lucky to have and 
made him live like a prince. 

Therefore, the current circumstances and their facts imply the necessity to take both of 
them into consideration. Following the same method used with both Hisham al-Fakhri 
and Maher `Abd-al-Rashid could be one of the suggested solutions, but in a more 
accurate way this time. 

On the other hand, the current demand calls for paying attention to the heads of tribes and 
clans, especially the ones living at the borders with Saudi Arabia, Iran, and Syria. At the 
same time, there is a suggestion to intensify communications with them through 
mobilization and explaining that nationalism has never been provoked throughout the 
political history of Iraq as it is now. 

Please accept my sincere regards, and bring up the issue before the president Leader. 

[Signature] 
Your Brother 

Barzan al-Tikriti 
March 13, 1991 
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Page 32-35 

In the name of God, most Gracious, most Merciful 

Republic of Iraq 
Presidency of the Republic 

Secretary 

Top Secret & Personal 

Dear brother Barzan al-Tikriti 

Brotherly greetings, 

First of all, I would like to express my sincere wishes on the occasion of the 
Lesser Bairam holiday. May God grant you and your family health and power. 

Mr. President Leader read your letter of March 13, 1990 regarding the tenacity of the 
Israelis to find a communication channel with Iraq. 

His Excellency ordered to convey this to you, "Barzan must not listen to anything about 
Israel from any party whatsoever; he must shut the door in their face for good." 

Sincerely 
[Signature] 

Secretary of the President of the Republic 
April 25, 1990 
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Permanent Mission 
Of the Republic of Iraq 

To Geneva 

The Ambassador 

Dear Mr. President Leader, 

Greetings, 

Mr. President, the Israeli individual contacted the same previous person, and told 
him that the answer of Iraq has been conveyed to the Prime Minister who did not have a 
good impression. 

The Israeli said they [the Israelis] were surprised to see Iraq this serious and having this 
reaction toward the initiative of Israel to launch the missile system in few days. In 
addition to their surprise, they still do not understand the goal of this armament program 
of Iraq, he added. 

He also discussed the relation [of Iraq] with Jordan and its development to this level, 
especially in the military field, and added that people turn toward peace, unlike Iraq that 
turns toward war. 

Many regions in the world were in a war or tense situation, but now this war or tension 
has ended and Iraq is the only one that kept enhancing its military readiness. The Israeli 
reiterated that they [the Israelis] do not understand the military program and military 
industry of Iraq, and why Iraq does not exploit these sums in the civilian field. 

He said that when they received the answer to their letter, they were not sure whether 
they understood the answer or not. They had their doubts and believed that the answer did 
not come from the president, but rather from Barzan who is believed to be the one who 
wrote it. 

But, after they listened several times to what the Iraqi president said against Israel, they 
were sure that the excuse was the same one they received as a reply to their initiative. 
They were sure after that the answer came from the Iraqi president. 

They reiterated their willingness to answer any question Iraq has regarding an Israeli 
decision or politics, whether it was specific or general. 

I told the individual who conveyed the talk to me that the previous answer is clear; 
therefore, they [the Israelis] have to consider the matter is over, and that I am not 
authorized to hear anything in the future. 
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Please review with regards. 

[Signature] 

Barzan al-Tikriti 

March 13, 1990 

Opinion: this is a message from the Israelis insinuating threat. 
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