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In the Name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate
Presidential Eagle

(Top Secret and Confidential)

Republic of Iraq

Presidential Directorate

The Secretary

Number: K14427
Date: 10 Safar 1490 Hejerian
10 September 1989

Comrade, the honorable Dr. Sab'awi Ibrahim
Subject: Opinion

The President Commander has requested your opinion with regard to the main subjects
addressed in Mr. Barzan Ibrahim Al-Tikriti's attached letter which was dated on the 4+ of
September 1989.

Kindly take the necessary action together with our notification accordingly.

With utmost appreciations,

Attachments: letter copy

Signed
Secretary for the President of the Republic
10 September 1989
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Presidential Eagle
Permanent Mission
Republic of Iraq
Geneva

The Ambassador

The honorable, the President, the Commander

Greetings

Sir, I have thought about our situation with the Iranians and some ideas came to my mind,
certainly those ideas are not strange to you, however, you have taught us and encouraged
us to speak our mind and share with you our thoughts. We have always observed your
satisfaction when you hear from us the things that go through our mind, whether it is
public or private.

It seems to me that our conflict with the Iranians is of a long term nature. This belief is
not new and goes back to the first year of the war, when we had a discussion with your
Excellency upon the return of Iraqi weapons carriers through the Arab sea which was
ordered by the Soviet. We have discussed the matter and have concluded the concept of
sovereignty. We agreed that sovereignty has several phases which include the acquisition
of technology to manufacture weapons that will enable us to defend such sovereignty.
Now, thank god, we have achieved a great strides in that regard, however, we still have a
considerable distance to achieve our ambition
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Presidential Eagle
Permanent Mission
Republic of Iraq
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and deter the enemy.

However, I believe that defense is not limited to defending sovereignty; it is not limited
to acquiring weapons. There are also other specific sectors that pertains defending
sovereignty and which complements the acquisition of weapons, and without them,
owning weapons will not be able to achieve our objective, likewise, those sectors will not
be able to achieve anything on their own. Therefore, they are both complimenting one
another.

Some of these sectors are:

The military establishment

The Security establishment

Transportation

Economy

Media

Diplomacy

These sectors are pivotal in war and in peace; therefore, it is befitting to pay attention to
those sectors.

It is benefiting to review the experiences of other nations who have passed through
similar circumstances like ours.
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Presidential Eagle
Permanent Mission
Republic of Iraq
Geneva

The Ambassador

There aren't any countries that have necessarily gone through our same situation, as
others at least had real allies who fought along with them in all fields; however, our
"allies" are [illegible] and greedy, they eye our fortune, they would sell us the moment
they have the opportunity. Our allies are using us politically; they use us as a cover and
will desert us in a heart beat without shame when events get rougher. Their history is full
of such shifts; also it is their interest that made them stand by us. Also, countries that
went through similar situation like ours had institutions and national qualified experts of
high caliber at the time of their conflict. That is why we noticed that during war, a
country institutions and departments gain more power, for example the American
Intelligence has expanded its activities following the Second World War proportionate to
America's expanded involvement in the war itself. Also, its activities
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are varied. First, there was the specialty of gathering military information, and one of the
main sources of such information is to art of deciphering signals of opposing armies and
understanding its contents which includes plans, estimates, directives and orders, as well
as breaking codes. A big department was established for that purpose in the United States
which was later transformed after the war to be the National Security Agency.

Second, there was the specialty of obtaining political information about war direction the
surrounding circumstances. One of the most important offices for such specialty was the
Office for Special Services which was based in Switzerland and under the command of
"Illegible” who later on became Department Chief This department was transformed
after the war to become the American Central Intelligence Agency.

Third, there was the specialty of analyzing available information and reaching its real
contents and meanings as well as future objectives.
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Presidential Eagle
Permanent Mission
Republic of Iraq
Geneva

The Ambassador

After that, it becomes one of the main factors contributing to political decision, otherwise
intelligence work outcomes will be nothing but stories, will be only exciting but non-
effective. During the war itself, this department was able to make good use of expertise of
the best scholars and thinkers in America. Their services in the field of opinion were much
better — a thousand times — than carrying a weapon. Some of those scholars and thinkers
who have offered valuable national services were Henry Kissinger, and Bergenski and
others, they were all working in Intelligence Service in the field of analysis and
studies. After the war, they all became National Security Advisers to American
Presidents, as well as Secretaries of State and senior officials in other depai tments.
Indeed, they have left their mark on the American decision making process

during that period.
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All of this talk made me inquire what are our capability in the security sector in Iraq?
And what are the performance results of that sector? Does the current condition with all
its details match the stage that we are going through now? I can name these old and new
factors, but I will not accept anyone to say that these sectors have achieved considerable
progress in the last years only, because there are several factors that contributed to its
success, some of these factors are:

Public mobilization, and psychological war readiness, your Excellency is aware of the
popular saying [TC: illegible popular proverb]. Some of these departments have brought
the Iraqi people together; it was not the inspection among the fifteen million people
searching for a flaw of sort in order to rectify it. Some of the actions were exaggerated
like deporting Iranians and destroying document that could be used as substitute whether
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inside or outside the party.

These factors and others have contributed to the overcoming of hardships; however, what
remains here is the strength of character and its capability as well as its positive influence
on people and negative effect upon the enemy.

I request your Excellency to assess officials working in this sector, you have the total
freedom to decide the mechanism of your assessment, whether length wise or width [TC:
slang, meaning do it any way you like].

Therefore, if what I have said is true and acceptable, it is inevitable to rebuild such sector
so that it can carryout its responsibilities in this period and to be ready at the same time
for any surprises. What I hope for is that my words will not be misinterpreted in a
personal manner or to be misconstrued as courtesy for stating an opinion, or presenting
suggestions or opinions. What we are seeking here is to rebuild the sector and overcome
difficulties.
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Presidential Eagle
Permanent Mission
Republic of Iraq
Geneva

The Ambassador

The proof for the absence of any personal motive is that my words about other sectors
other than that one is more important to the security sector.

The last thing that I wish to say which is outside the technical aspects and which I have
mentioned previously, is that: we have won our battle against the forces of aggression
with all its Arab and foreign elements, and this, without a doubt, is a fact. However, as
you know, and as we have learned from you that each victory requires enhancements,
otherwise it is subjected to danger. There is a logic that states that we have to enhance the
foundation of victory and not the foundation of failure, because failure or defeat is like an
orphan and victory has thousand fathers, and this is good, because the feelings of
thousands who consider themselves to have contributed to victory will in fact augment
and solidify victory [unintelligible]
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The important aspect here is to ensure that victory is not kidnapped during future periods
of conflict. It is due to this reason that we have to identify the sources of danger. There is
no danger from western Europe now and for many reasons, namely because part of
Europe, we were able to "drag" a portion of its interests to our side like France, so we
have to pay attention to our relation with France and to ensure its continuity, we have to
prevent companies from influencing its political decision center. The other part [TC: of
Europe] is not permitted to interfere in the strategic affairs of the region, especially those
big sharks. So there is no big danger from Europe, however, we can act in an
opportunistic manner economic wise and even politically, taking advantage of Iranian
blackmailing, terrorism and the kidnapping of the hostage of these countries and so forth
from other means
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that make them act negatively.

So the real danger is from the superpowers, the United Stated and the Soviet Union, but
at the same time, there are no major problems with the Soviets as they believe that they
have rights over us, and that is true, as this is fair. This is due to their positive view
toward Arab causes in general and through the bilateral relation with Iraq in particular.
However, I do not know how protective they are with the Communist Iraqi Party, as this
is the most important matter for the Soviets, at least within the period that preceded
Gorbachev.

Therefore, the real danger is the United Stated and its follower Israel.
The Americans want to control the region and we are the only obstacle in front of them.
That is why we have to know
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what their weapons against us are.
First, the Psychological warfare that they wage against us in reality, it is considered the
simplest matter that they wage against us, whether private or public, their attack against
our personalities is a proof of that.

As for their campaign in international circles, unfortunately, it is happening non-stop and
until now. They talk about our Human Rights issues, chemical and biological weapons,
our possession of nuclear arsenal for military purposes, Kurdish rights, sectarian divide
and other allegations that are designed solely for one aim which is to defame Iraq and
dilute the efficacy of our victory, as well as defame the image of the Leader of Iraq.
Switzerland as you know is a neutral country, and distances itself from problems of the
world, that is why it is not possible to have any element that will carryout political
activity. Now we find on the wall
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the Nazi swastika insignia posted on top of your photograph, so what does that mean? We
have no other choice in front of us but to inform and involve the public of what the
leadership is doing. This is because, when the people are involved with what the
Leadership is doing, they will not only protect it, but they will also assist in defending the
leadership views in various arenas and in difficult to reach places. I concentrate on the
masses because they are a much bigger base than the party, moreover, the party in the last
period has lost many of its characteristics that it enjoyed previously.

Second, they also impose an economic war upon us, for example, the price of oil,

national debt, oh by the way, our importation policy without transferring currency is a

grave mistake and we will harm our national economy
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in the short run, as this is a cover to smuggle currency with its high profit margin. I have
previously written to you about this matter, which unfortunately many government
directorates participate in.

Third, the invasion from within, they try to invade us from inside out, however, in my
opinion, they do not stand an opportunity of success, as they have tried this before and
during and even after the war. Despite all this force and terror we will emerge victorious,
God willing.

Fourth, the United States tries for a long time to isolate us particularly from the rest of the
Arab World and generally from the non-aligned entities and other economic organization.
This is a great loss for us and we should not accept it, despite the bitterness that we have
to endure from some Arab Regime, still, the Arab Nation is considered the depth of Iraq,
and the Arab Nation support behind Iraq against our enemy
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is beneficial to us and has positive results. The smart plan to institute Arab Cooperation
Council has hindered American plans; however, I believe it did not destroy them. Also, |
am suspicious of the presence of two well known opportunistic countries known for their
close ties to America and Israel in such Arab Cooperation Council, it makes me wonder
that this council is an American plan aimed at Iraq, but in a new fashion, that is why, I
urge cautious and at the same time and for the purpose of at least benefiting from this
situation, I think it is necessary not to harass those countries, as by doing so, we give
them an excuse to withdraw and retract, on the contrary, we should think about dragging
their interest into our domain, by intertwining their interests with ours, this way they

cannot withdraw.
Fifth, what they have remaining, that is if my words are correct up till
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now, is the assassination weapon, and this is a matter that we have no other course but to
rely on God and take the necessary precautions. Your Excellency knows that if an
assassin is determined on killing someone, even if he sacrifices his life, there isn't any
security procedures that could be taken to prevent him from achieving his objective. The
question here is that it is not possible for someone who is willing to sacrifice his life to be
a mercenary.

I believe that it is difficult for America to find someone who is not for hire, however, we
have to realize that there are a great number of people who have lost their sons and
fathers whether in theatres of battles or perhaps still in captivity in Iran or have lost body
parts, it will be difficult to in my opinion
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to assess their psychological profile and what their reactions will be [illegible]. The
situation will become more complex when prisoners of war return home, moreover, part
of the religious craze is still active — we can safely say that it has diminished, but we
cannot say that it has ended — therefore we have to take it into consideration. There are
still folks out there who have been brain-washed and influenced by such craze to the
extent that they are willing to sacrifice themselves. It is beneficial to mention those
individuals who have detonated their bodies in vehicle borne explosives at some official
sites. After the weapon of assassination, there is the weapon of terrorism, in this regard,
Iran has skillfully championed it.
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With regard to Iran, in my view, I believe that it requires some time to rebuild its forces
in anticipation of the next battle; it also needs time to rebuild its international relations.
Rafsanjani at the moment does not venture into any activity without making certain that
there is a major force supporting him and ensure his victory over us. He [TC: Rafsanjani]
is now adopting a policy of give and take with these super powers, however, the United
States and Israel are the likely countries that will back him up, and that is for several
reasons. Because we know that the traditional relations they have with Iran and they may
want to enhance and expand it in the future.

We have to unite our forces and reorganize our affairs for the sake of elevating our
standard and to be ready in all aspects which include:

The first front that we could be attacked at is our internal front, and in my opinion in the
economic sector



Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

CRRC SH-SPPC-D-000-742 Page 19

[Page 19:]

Presidential Eagle
Permanent Mission
Republic of Iraq
Geneva

The Ambassador

18

that affects people's daily lives. I have given this a noticeable priority during the last
period. When we enter people's homes, we immediately go to their kitchen to verify the
availability of food products... etc. As you know, this matter is of great importance, as it
affects people's endurance level. However, the other factor that links to this point is
economic openness. It is also of great importance, we may have given it the impression
that it is just another new and serious trend. Therefore, we must not kill it, because if we
do, it will be very hard to revive it for a long period and it will require an enormous effort
as confidence has been shaken. In my opinion addressing economic issues through the
use of force is wrong. Addressing such issues through dialogue and behind closed doors is
much better and will produce better results that would satisfy people whether they are
consumers or producers. The media's short sighted view of distorting people's image
without



Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

CRRC SH-SPPC-D-000-742 Page 20

[Page 20:]

Presidential Eagle
Permanent Mission
Republic of Iraq
Geneva

The Ambassador

19

a cause is incorrect and it does not solve the problem but worsens it and complicates the
situation and scares people in a time when they are not the cause of the problem. The
problem is caused by individual vendors who are not benefiting from building a strong
economy. They were the cause of the problem in the past and they are causing the same
problem now. What is needed now is that the country pays attention to the needs of the
two sides, the consumer and producer, it has to do its part in alleviating price increases of
material that is part of manufacturing those goods. Moreover, our performance within the
country must be a model that would comfort the people and regimes of the region; the
economic sector is inseparable from this effort.

Second: With regard to the Military Industry and Nuclear Power, we have to hurry in
order to reach the point through which we can completely achieve the deterrence
objective. Moreover, we have to concentrate on producing weapons according to their
importance
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as identified in the war, because we are at a constant race with Iran and Israel, not only to
reach the final point, which is to achieve the objective that we want, which will in turn
enable us in defending our sovereignty and independence, but it is a race for the purpose
of continuing this program that will enable us to reach that final point before being
attacked or become subjected to a conspiracy that will hinder our pursuit in reaching the
objective, or delay our program and enable others to achieve that goal before us, and at
that time, the balance of power will be shifted against us.

I am not sure it is wise for us to abandon our pursuit of our missile and nuclear program,
therefore I say that if we can continue our program and complete it before we are
subjected to an attack or a conspiracy, that will be solidify our victory.

Third, we have to continue developing our agricultural sector and encourage our farmers in
its development, as well as expand it and secure the necessary material needed for their
farming, as this will achieve two objectives, the first coping with consumption, and the
second is to maintain pricing at a level that is comfortable with consumers and producers.
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And at the same time, defeat greedy individual vendors and prevent them from price
gouging, who usurp people's living, by carrying out these measures, we will be able to
achieve the self sufficiency level or perhaps close to it.

Fourth, we have to be in close contact with all Arab forces whether these forces are
progressive or conservative, for the purpose of forming a popular front that is difficult to
ignore or bypass on the part of Rulers. This front has a position favorable to us as it will
operate within opportunistic regimes, some of those Arab regimes stand by us and hold
our flag, and however, their actions could harm us as their actions are motivated by their
own interest period.

Fifth, we also have to rebuild the Armed Forces according to our battle experience,
starting from the leadership, mobilization, all ranks and enlisted as well as supporting
elements. I know that you have rushed in appointing the current Defense Minister
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Following the demise of the late ~Adnan. I know the reason, and you are right, but I am
sure that you know that the army is not convinced with the new Minister. I believe now
that the reason that to such appointment is on its way of disappearing and we still in a
situation that necessitate the presence of a trustworthy Minister of Defense, faithful to
you and to the nation, as well as one who is known for his military effectiveness and
leadership, even his background in the war itself. But this does not mean that General
“Abd-al-Jabbar is not faithful, on the contrary, he is on the top of the list of the faithful
ones, however the situation requires numerous characteristics one of which is
faithfulness.

Having said that, we need information, and in order to gather information, we need
departments that are capable in gathering information and analyzing them and at the same
time they are capable of preventing internal breaching because there are entities and
elements that still
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exist in many rings of the party, the society and the country, by this I am not asking for a
provocative police department, even though I understand how successful it is, it has to be
connected to the people and gain its respect. I ask from this department that it would be
capable of breaching Iran and Israel and at the same time to operate at a high scientific
standard, capable of deciphering all relevant crypto in the country and its movement.
According to my knowledge the Intelligence Service has achieved great strides in that
direction and in breaching Embassies and companies in Iraq. However, this is not
enough, and it is not up to the desired level. All these areas are to be worked out in the
future, it is possible that the war will quickly impose itself upon us whether with Iran or
with Israel, and I believe
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that Israel wants to drag us out in a war and it [TC: Israel] knows that we are cautious,
however, we could follow a specific route that it makes certain in dragging us to war, as
it could bomb one of our facilities, as it knows that we will not stand idle for its actions.
This time if we did not retaliate, this will weaken us.

The thing that I want to end this letter with is that we have to think very well in breaching
/ infiltrating Iran in all aspects and we have to make Iran panic all the time so that it
doesn't have the time that makes it rethink of rebuilding its forces and straighten out its
internal front, as the more time they are given for contemplation and thinking, it is
possible that they sort out their problems with the Kurds, if it wasn't for their hasty
irrational decision in assassinating Dr. [TC: name illegible, appears to be Qasimlaw] they
would have reached a solution with Iranian Kurds. It is possible that they grant them self
rule, and it is possible that they would reach an accommodation with Rajawi and defeat
his weak card [TC: leverage]
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By giving him a Ministerial position at the time when his card is weak, and it even
weakened further when he settled hear in Iraq which has harmed him at the national
aspect.

We go back to the important point which is infiltrating Iran, how do we infiltrate Iran?
And what are the cores that are the target of such infiltration?

First, we infiltrate Iran through the Kurds by supporting them and working with them
seriously in a smart manner and with respect and concentrate on bringing them closer to
the Iranian regime.

Second, we infiltrate Iran through al-Bulushis, we have relation with them, and in my
opinion, Pakistan does not object to that.

Third, we infiltrate Iran through the Azerbaijanis, we have relation with them, and the
Soviets do not object in doing so as they are not comfortable with Iran and its religious
direction in the Soviet Union.
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Fourth, infiltrating Iran through Kurdish personalities that have big and long influence in
Iran, we have previously worked with these personalities and have achieved great
success.

Fifth, infiltrating Iran through Iranian personalities and organization like al-Mujahidins,
the Shah's family, Arushid Zahadi the Iraninan Ambassador in Washington during the
kings regin, and the Shah's son-in-law Ahmad Madani, Bakhtiyar even though he is of
old age, [illegible] and others personalities and organizations inside and outside Iran. We
could use these personalities and organizations as a tool to harm Iran and as a source of
information.

Sixth, infiltrate Iran by targeting the military establishment through military ranks
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that we have lured outside and have set them up through Iranians living outside or
through establishing commercial companies overseas through which we can fish [TC:
recruit or set them up] military officials who are shopping for Iran's army.

Seventh, infiltrate Iran through clergy whose authority has been diminished or those who
have been harassed, and they are plenty. Likewise, infiltrate Iran through Ministers and
politicians who have been expelled by Rafsanjani.

Eighth, infiltrate Iran scientifically, by setting up scientific companies and institutions
based overseas and with the help of friendly and brotherly countries to know the
scientific level of Iran.

Ninth, infiltrate Iran in all aspects, in order to know its intentions and directions.
Now the Gulf is willing to cooperate and [illegible] from it in Pakistan and Afghanistan
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We have to create a wedge between those countries and Iran, whether the Gulf countries
or Pakistan or Afghanistan. It is possible that Gulf countries willingness to cooperate with
us against Iran to be diminished in the future as Iran could normalize relation with those
countries, not to mention that both sides need such normalization. At the same time, we
have a relation with the Pakistani Prime Minister [TC: female] despite the fact that she is a
Shi'ah and her mother is Persian, however, interest supersedes such matters. We have
good relation with elements of Afghani opposition. And according to my estimate, even if
Afghanistan remains to be a Soviet influence center, this is better for us than having good
relation with Iran. These are ideas that I wanted to inform your Excellency with, hoping
that they are beneficial.

Kind regards with utmost appreciations.
Signed

Barzan
4 September 1989
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S4346
The honorable, Mr. President, the Commander

Greetings,

In reference to your directive delivered to us through Mr. Secretary memorandum dated
on the 10= of September 1989, regarding stating our opinion with the main subjects that
was stated in the letter of Comrade (Barzan) which was dated on the 4th of September
1989, I would like to point the following:

1. Security Departments:

a. I have previously discussed with Comrade Hamid Hamadi with regard to the
subject of security departments weak efficiency as well as weak leadership in
many aspects, namely intelligence and personality... etc. My conversation
revolved around Intelligence Service. I truly believe that war is a historical
opportunity as well as valuable experience that could be utilized / invested by
security departments to develop its capability, discover its personal weaknesses
for the sake of improvement and consequently continue to achieve serious
infiltration in direct threat sources: Iran, Syria, Israel, and Turkey.

The question posed in front of us is: did Intelligence departments particularly the
Intelligence Service excel in their performance, as they are responsible for the
outside like investing the war experience? According to my conviction and
estimate, the answer is ((No)) because I believe that, despite the unavailability of
technical and specialized information on my part as to the extent of infiltration
achieved by Intelligence Service with regard to threat sources. The role of
Intelligence Service in the last few years has weakened. Likewise, after cease fire,
and for the sake of being objective in my evaluation, I believe that there is not any
serious infiltration to the above aforementioned sources of direct threat up till
now.
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This would make the issue of re-evaluating the condition of security departments
more urgent. However the question here is how? The matter requires more in-
depth retrospection more so than what is stated in Comrade (Barzan's) letter.
There is not crisis in establishing plans and strategies in Intelligence Service, the
sources of direct and indirect threats are designated in a clear manner. The
priorities are identified in a clear manner as well, as for the targets and means; it
also became clear and known at the technical specialized level. The real crisis in
the first degree in my opinion is the crisis of leadership followed by availability of
qualified human cadre that is trained, developed and nurtured by this qualified
leadership, so that a proper and correct implementation of mechanisms to those
plans and strategies. All successful Intelligence Service throughout the world has
headed by a qualified efficient leader who was able to develop human cadre and
was able to properly manage executive mechanisms and there are many names
that we can mention in that regard. I believe that Intelligence Service is in need of
a leader who can derive ideas from your Excellency's reservoir in order to rectify
the damage that was done to it, especially after the changes that took place since
1983 till now, and all the changes in leadership as each one had his own interest
and direction.

b. With regard to the Directorate of General Security, we can say that the degree of

failure and diminished role of hostile political movements, specifically sectarian
organizations and the Communist Party is a partial success and not a total one due
to the following reasons:
First, we are dealing with Iraqi organization and human elements in our internal
front, as the country resources from the party and society are abundant and under
the disposal of the Directorate. It has big resources in reality; we cannot consider
them individual capability of General Security.
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Second: the tactic of placing a wide circle of accusation was used before, and
indeed it achieves effective results as it burns everything, the green and the dried
[TC: destroys the effective elements and ineffective ones], however; its social and
political casualties are prohibitively expensive for the party.

Third: The Directorate of General Security has benefited from the strength of the
Commander the Symbol [TC: Saddam Hussein], the state of popular mobilization,
the state of threat against the home land.

Therefore, General Security also requires intrinsic development so that its work
could become technically accurate and able to score a blow against the real
objective without damaging its surrounding and to avoid social and political
losses. Here the role of a leader could not be underestimated. As they say in the
army, the unit is judged by its commander. Security like Intelligence lacks the
intelligent mind.

c. With regard to Directorate of General Military Intelligence, it must place the
experience of the war with all its details and dimensions in its future operation,
this way; it can provide the leadership and army with accurate information about
all targets in threat sources. What is more important than that is to get a real early
warning system that is able to detect any potential aggression from threat sources
and ultimately ends the element of surprise. Despite my lack of knowledge about
Intelligence Service operation, still, I have one measurement which is the
occupation of al-Fao, the intelligence has failed to act as an early warning system
in such critical period.

2. In the area of assassination:
No matter how Comrade (Barzan) possess in terms of capability, it is impossible for
such capability to match your brilliance and your unique planning when it comes to
personal security. And through
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observed events that I witness, I am comfortable with your Excellency personal
security. What needs to be adequately looked at is to pay attention to your Excellency
travel plans, the planned and pre-arranged specific trips like the Supreme
Organization for Arab Cooperative Council, as the enemy has plenty of time to plan
[TC: assassination] operation of high technological advances, especially plans carried
out by Syrian and Iranian Intelligence. We rely on God almighty, who we believe in
and know that he [TC: God] loves this nation, but cautious is a duty. I believe that it is
also important to develop capabilities to provide personal protection against
radiological, poisonous and chemical attacks.

3. In the field of developing strategic capabilities
It seems to me that our interest in developing nuclear advances is less than what was
achieved previously, this is due to two reasons: your Excellency pre-occupation with
the war and concentrating on traditional Military Industry that is required to war
purposes. However, I believe in pursuing an objective that will enable us to reach a
deterrence point against any international threats, unless we realize that Israel with all
its political, military and intelligence institution have decided to leave the West Bank
and Ghaza to Palestine, or a Confederate Palestinian / Jordanian, and even in the
event that the conflict has transformed from a military one to a conflict of civilization,
the deterrence point is still needed because neighboring countries and not Israel per se
may achieve such technology before us.

4. In the Economic sector
I believe posing a point of view about the economy in a short letter will not be able to
deal with the matter with its complex issues; however, we can give an opinion about
importation without transferring, as this matter has its positive and negative aspects.
However, its negative aspect is much greater. It has contributed to the devaluation of
the Dinar and has led to an increase in currency smuggling. Also, the offering of

47
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consumer goods at a high price have created a sense of enticement for the citizen.
Citizens of low and medium income cannot cope with such price increase, which is
why social effect is not usually good. If dealing with the issue meant the importation
of productive projects and labs without transferring, then the outcome would have
had a great effect. In my opinion, I suggest that the country would import consumer
goods from cheap sources but of high quality like fore example from: Taiwan,
Thailand, the Philippines, South Korea, Hong Kong and then present them to the
public at a cheaper price for the purpose of competing high prices and establishing
balance in the market.

5. In the area of Threat Sources:
I agree with Comrade (Barzan) that the main and real threat source for Iraq is the
United States and consequently Israel and not Western European nor the Soviet
Union. I find Comrade (Barzan's) letter to be pessimistic in that regard. I believe that
America has no interest to benefit from by having a hostile Iraq, as Iraq has not
threatened its vital interests. At the same time, there are those countries that stand by
Iraq and that America regard those countries as vital to its interest, I mean here, Saudi
Arabia, Egypt, Jordan and some friends throughout the world like France. As for
Israel, I believe that its posture after the war has changed to that of cautious defender
not an attacker. If it had the intention to attack a target or a project in Iraq, I believe it
is for a specific purpose to hinder such project and avoid danger for a longer period
and not necessarily to change regime. However, we have to be very cautious to
prevent breaching / infiltration in our institutions achieved by Israel through its
advance means, which could be an assassination mission.

6. The Armed Forces:
The mission of upgrading the Armed Forces after the war is an urgent one, and your
Excellency knows that. This requires a Minister of Defense who is of high efficiency
that he will be able to invest the war result and confront
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The issue of mobilization, weaponry, training, Administration, and future
preparedness to cope with threat sources as well as interpreting the rich war
experience to practical lessons. In this last aspect, I believe that we will face a
conundrum in interpreting war experience to practical lessons instead of keeping
them in the minds of those who lived through it. Due to my great respect to General
*Abd-al-Jabbar Shanshal, as he possesses technical military capabilities, however, he
lacks in decision capabilities, in my view, I reccommend that he remains in his
position as the Country Minister, and that your Excellency to carryout the actual
duties of Minister of Defense until we sign peace agreement with the Iranians, I pay
my respects to all commanders, except I think that the matter is greater than that.

7. Final Comment:

I think that when a person lives overseas, he is somewhat distanced from the
intricacies of what goes on inside the country, he is somewhat influenced by objective
effects of media, diplomatic, news correspondents, and other social circles, perhaps
what was stated in Comrade Barzan's letter with regard of forming a popular front
that would be difficult to break or bypass by Rulers, falls under that category. We do
not really need to rattle the subject of Arab Rulers and that we have to remain within
Arab Solidarity because it is more beneficial to our national security than establishing
popular front that was previously proven to be a failure, as they were incapable of
confronting major issues, especially your Excellency have repeated time and again for
not to interfere in the internal affairs of other countries. According to my knowledge,
Comrade (Barzan) has a friendship relation with some Arab authors, like Muhammad
Hassanayn Haykal and Fu'ad Mattar. Those are not Iraqis or Ba'thists, they do not
live in Iraq and certainly they have their special opinion and certainly they offer their
opinion in general or private matters which
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have a relation with Arab Countries generally and with Iraq in particular. I do not
exclude that Comrade (Barzan) was influenced with these suggestions. I noticed that
myself to some extent when I met with him lately.

For your Excellency review and the final say is for you Sir, Mr. President, the
Commander

With utmost appreciations and respect,

Signed

Sab'awi Ibrahim al-Hasan

Director or Political Affairs Directorate
24 September 1989

Was read,
Signed
8/11/1989



