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Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

CRRC SH-PDWN-D-000-937 Page 1

Page 1

Mr. President the leader speech during a meeting with members of the party's two
leadership: national and country date _1/7/1990

(Hand written note: and the ministers and members of the general command of the
armed forces on the occasion of the blessed Eid al Adha date 1/7/1990)

—Every year and you are all well
— Sometimes Eid al Fiter occurs before or after one day... and based on that we consider
today a feast as if we forwarded it one day

* Mr. President the leader received well wishers on 9/Thi al hijja/1410H, coinciding
1/7/1990 AC



Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

CRRC SH-PDWN-D-000-937 Page 2

Page 2

Comrade Taha Yaseen Ramdan ..... When members of the leadership wanted to wish
someone something good, they would say to him jokingly: we wish you will be married
next Eid, but today they are afraid .... They even do not say this word

Mr. President the leader:

Yes ... they don't say it because in the past it is was contrary to the common
understanding, but now it seems it has become more dangerous.... So they don't say it...
and especially female comrades.



Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

CRRC SH-PDWN-D-000-937 Page 3

Page 3
Comrade Abdul Majeed Al Rifaii: women Union is objecting

Mr. President the leader:

The women union is objecting .... a front was established, but it seems that it failed

later... and a strong front was established.... When comrade Taha was married... [zzet
issue was lost between his wife's illness ... and that it is a new situation that could not
have happened if it did not have legal justifications.... But the news started to come in...
from the head of the Diwan (presidency office)



Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

CRRC SH-PDWN-D-000-937 Page 4

Page 4

(Saddam H. continues)

And the minister of agriculture, the minister of endowment, then Taha issue came
about... so they said it is near

Comrade Abdul Majeed: up
Comrade Taha Yaseen Ramadan: a joint meeting was held

Mr. President the leader:

A joint meeting for the women union, the country party women members at Saddam
Hussain's house, I think

One of the present comrades: we never had this information.... We recently found out



Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

CRRC SH-PDWN-D-000-937 Page 5

Page 5

Mr. President the leader:

The meeting was held on Taha's wedding night... and telephone communication
continued between Baghdad and Nineveh, and we don't know how he spent that night

Comrade Taha Yaseen Ramadan: Mr. President, I cut offal! telephone lines in the house
... [ told them to cut it off upon my arrival

Mr. President the leader:
The meeting was held resulting with a signed proceeding

Mr. Deputy: and signatures.... Not only one signature



Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

CRRC SH-PDWN-D-000-937 Page 6

Page 6

Mr. President the leader:

Yes... with a meeting proceeding and signatures of all the attendees

Comrade Tariq Aziz: suggestions were very harsh

Comrade Mizban Khether Hadi: my sir, they came to me and asked me to join them in a
demonstration

Mr. President the leader:

I told them (addressing women) I am a democratic man and will convey whatever you
want to the leadership... if you wanted to go out on a demonstration, there is no
objection... we do not object to peaceful demonstration, there is nothing to it
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(Saddam H. continues)

And they said: we wrote a petition, would you accept it? I said: we will immediately, and
you have to send it promptly ... and they did and I forwarded to all members of the
country leadership... afterwards they neither asked about anything nor about the result

Comrade Taha Yaseen Ramadan: a counter attack took place

Mr. President the leader:
So now they don't say (every year and you are a groom), in the past they used to use it
for humor but now they don't use it because now it has become more serious... they
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Page 8
(Saddam H. continues)

Started to compensate it with wishes for Hajj and weddings..... As the path of the party
has become on the Hajj, continues and precise... and so is marriage.., therefore it is not
used except in its proper situation

Comrade Abdul Majeed: for the single

Mr. President the leader:

Now, marriage is not as it was in the past, and I think it is more sweeter for girls than for
young men... you don't feel that the young man is concerned with marriage as it was in
the past... marriage had its holiness.., as we were
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(Saddam H. continues)
About to become members of the party... and at the oath ceremony that was held back
then; you feel as if you are flying from earth to the sky (outer space)

Comrade Abdul Majeed Al rafi'ii: because he sees that he is completing his religion
when he gets married

Mr. President the leader:

When we transfer from the partisan phase to be members, and they hold an oath
ceremony for us, we feel as if we are leaving the earth to the sky (outer) world... and so
in marriage you feel it has its sacredness, but now and under the
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(Saddam H continues)

The Social openness... I don't think young men at the modern age are concerned about
marriage as before... these are my impressions from what I see.

Comrade Taha Yaseen Ramadan: Your Excellency the president it is correct; therefore
and despite urbanization we see separation ratio during marriage phase very high while
urbanization lead to the contrary

Comrade Abdul Majeed: In America... I read surveys indicating that divorce ratio is
higher even in America ... and in Europe



Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

CRRC SH-PDWN-D-000-937 Page 11

Page 11
Mr. Deputy: divorce ratio is higher....

Mr. President the leader:
It seems that in addition to the positives of every progress phase, there exist some
negatives

And from here, comes the conversation about Haroun al Rasheed period although the
intention is clear .... Haroun al Rrasheed was a Moslem and a believer and he gave
religious matters it worthiness as we know, but the stories that were woven gave it
another form
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Page 12
(Saddam H. continues)

As if impudence (shamelessness) ...etc a characteristic of the age, and the intention was
clear because the Persians wanted to give that period a certain characteristic, but also I
think that a part of what the Persians wanted to portray, it is found in the society...
meaning as long as Baghdad advanced to become the light beacon of the world, there
must be a cultural and social openness ... etc. and from here it bears a price according to
the long known common measures
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(Saddam H. continues)

And this is found in our Iraqi society, which was not found in the past.... And these
social phenomenons were found in the advanced Arab countries in comparison to ours....
limited in Iraq, but now there is a kind of social slipping.., and kind of losses due to the
phase.

Comrade Abdul Majeed Al rafei: Also economic prosperity encourages this... when the
people are economically comfortable
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Comrade Tariq Aziz: The rich society searching for pleasures

Mr. President the leader:

Once I was out with the body guards' children.... When we are outside the official
scope... we walk with the body guards and discuss some matters, they convey to me a lot
of information about the college community and street community.... we used to analyze
the reasons so I said to them.... One of the reasons is the economic leap which was not
matched by the same level of
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(Saddam H. continues)

Intellectual and educational development ... don't you remember the sheep in the good
season (fertilized twice and give birth twice) during fertility..., as the Arabs call it ...
means the good season; spring and harvest ....etc. So I said to them.... You have to
measure according to this situation... and I think that the economic factor has a big role
in this matter and it certainly has.

Comrade Abdul Majeed: the wife is scared when her husband acquires more money
because he will remarry
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Mr. President the leader:

And so as moving from the countryside to the city ... Baghdad was harmed greatly
similar to what Damascus is undergoing now... but immigration to Baghdad happened
during a phase when everybody was jointly poor ... so no class perception ever
happened. Then the revolution happened..

Mr. Deputy: it was small and the revolution erased it

Mr. President the leader:

The revolution came and erased this class perception... which made the losses less but in
Damascus ... they say
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(Saddam H. continues)

That a painful situation happened there due to the people quick movement from the
countryside to Damascus... so it changed the Damascus society

Comrade Taha Yaseen Ramadan: also crippled movements
Mr. President the leader:
The number of people who came from the countryside to the city in Baghdad from 1985

and until now, is equal to three quarters of the existing number of the city original
residents... at least, if nor more. Many of the city's traditions were lost amidst
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Page 18
(Saddam H. continues)

The large number...

For each street, there are traditions and so is for each city, each village, and each tribe....
and this is not wrong, when there was no central authority defining the accepted

kind of public conduct and the accepted kind of general idea; so one accepted these
values and traditions even the bad ones for the sake of the majority and protecting the
people because Iraq was governed by a foreigner or a ruler whom the majority was not
convinced of, so
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(Saddam H. continues)

There is nothing central for them to follow; there is neither an idea nor a conduct to
guarantee unity ... so traditions in the village, in the tribe, in the city, and in the district
were important for the coherence of the society .... Of course despite the well known
negatives that accompanied it, however some aspects are important

The flood that came from the countryside to Baghdad, took only the negative traditions of
Baghdad .... Because there are old traditions in the relationship between people of one
district, or



Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

CRRC SH-PDWN-D-000-937 Page 20

Page 20

(Saddam H. continues)

Neighborhood as it is called in Baghdad .... And within the same area ... from (both
directions) Kharekh and Resafa ... almost all of this dissolved or almost did because the
flood is big, and now it started after collective work ... and the idea that can be adopted is
collectiveness .... And it will be broadcasted live on TV, and on war, awareness, and
conduct ... and this will create some kind of balance

And in respect to woman's freedom and the call to war... this contributes to some
negativity in the Iraqi society
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Page 21

(Saddam H. continues)

Because woman used to inform her parents when she left the house, and where she was
going ... but when she attend the party meetings ..... When she is recruited in the party or
in the women's union, or students and youth union, and in all unions led by the party,

practically the family lost the possibility of checking the accuracy of what the girl or
woman words.

Comrade Taha Yaseen Ramadan: the university also

Mr. President the leader:

We talked about this situation
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Page 22
(Saddam H. continues)
Being liberated must have a price .... Work... universities.... Schools

One of the attendees: Acting and theatre

Mr. President the leader:

Television entering every house... social films entering every house and video

One of the attendees: at the beginning of the revolution, it was difficult to find someone
going into acting ... it was considered shameful to go into television and acting... or even
nursing.... And now it has become normal
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Mr. Deputy: Both acting and nursing

Mr. President the leader:

Very... and what made it normal is the production of films depicting national events ...
as the 20" revolution, 14® of July revolution, 17" of July, 30" of July, and on the war.
You will not find any family not allowing their daughter to act for the party in a struggle
phase because it is considered a patriotic duty

- with god' willing, may all your days be festivities

Attendees: and your day's sir
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Mr. President the leader:

And for the Ba'athist , he feels that all his days are feasts, when he feels that the
population he is leading and which he is part of; is well, happy, and content with
politics, principals, and conduct.

With God's willing we hope to be always part of our people and be closer to them more
and more

XXXXXXXXX

Mr. President the leader:

We want to uncover the British true state of affairs

One of the attendees: Mr. President, it is very difficult for one to uncover the British true
state of affairs .... And your Excellency the president is the best
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Page 25
(One of the attendees continues)

One to know ... it is very difficult to uncover the diver at an early stage .... It needs time,

and they are the British, and you know Aba Naji (an old name given to the British when
they occupied southern Iraq)

Mr. President the leader:
If the floating body was large then the diver appear on top

One of the attendees: He comes up to the top ... but how long will it take?

Mr. President the leader:

It takes patience
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One of the attendees: The patience of Ayoub (a well known popular old proverb related
to Prophet Jacob)

One of the attendees: ... they say ... he crossed Amara on foot... and has so and so
capabilities.., how did he make us reach this stage

: Mr. President the leader:

Weakness

One of the attendees: Your Excellency the president ... he went to Moscow and to
America ... it exists ... and we are speaking in front of you ... he started walking all over
Amara ... vehicles.., no one knows what is going on... we were so behind in this matter
.... Had it not been for your Excellency grace in this matter
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Mr. President the leader:

It is dynamics ..... And daily many different and various issues related to life passes
before me..
And if he did not have the capabilities, he would not parade

So what is new Abu Anmar (the minister of culture and information)?

Mr. Minister of culture and information: your safety

Mr. President the leader:

The Americans and in particular the Zionist are preoccupied with finding out what does
Iraq have ... and what does it need to do ... we said to them ... if you give us nuclear
bombs
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Page 28
(Saddam H. continues)

To balance the Israeli nuclear bombs, either as a loan or as a gift, we will not be upset,
but thankful

- Americans don't like someone joking and neither do I; but at this time I am trying
to joke with them and with westerners in general
I addressed this matter with you... in the year 1972 ... we nationalized the oil ....
Nationalizing the oil was not an easy process... there aren't many experiences on
nationalizing oil ... there is one experience in the third world countries
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Page 29

(Saddam H. continues)

And it failed, and that is Musadeq (Iran PM during the Shah rule) nationalization of oil in
Iran, even the leadership had to be persuaded, and I admitted that to the leadership and
now I admit to you that I persuaded the leadership with some decisions including this ...
the nationalization decision, because several of our comrades were afraid of history
because it was a huge matter, so I told them... let's suggest it as a slogan so the
companies are afraid and consider our demands.... They approved it, but when the
companies became angry; I said, we have to nationalize and they said: how do we
nationalize? I said: Yes.... people
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Page 30

(Saddam H. continues)

Will be angry... they said: we never imagined that things will develop as such....

I said to them: if we don't do this the people will march on to the presidential palace and
the government will collapse so there is no other way but to nationalize.... And so it did
The sales committee said that it held such and such meeting and went to France and told
them based on the relationship between us and your position on the Palestinian issues, we
are ready to guarantee your complete share with some facilitated contracts... The French
agreed ... and



Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

CRRC SH-PDWN-D-000-937 Page 31

Page 31
(Saddam H. continues)

This is almost quarter of the amount..... Things moved along ... such and such a barrel
and such is a ton ... etc. Then the Dutch queen representative came to see us conveying
greetings from his queen and requesting us to exempt their share as we did with the
French... I was uncomfortable and admitted that to the leadership because whenever
something happens to me I inform the leadership.... I tell them ...this negative case
happened to me at this time, or I persuaded you at that time, and the goal was this and
that, with explanation... so I became
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Page 32
(Saddam H. continues)

frustrated with the Dutch and the westerners in general... he speaks with enthusiasm and
tries to select the most affective words with human influence, and on the other hand I am
observing.., meanwhile, images of hungry and barefooted Iraqis passes before me, and
people who approached the British tents... and for us the symbol of evil are the British,
even if the speaker was Dutch or American... how can poor Iraqis or their fathers who
were maybe looking for an empty can so one can play with
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Page 33
(Saddam H. continues)

But the British would kick them out as they kicked dogs ... and these images passed
before me along with images of the enthusiastic Dutch who was looking for words of
hope in this matter

At that time I was smoking (pipe) and so I stood up and walked towards my desk and
filled the pipe with tobacco and smoked three or four times.... And I was thrilled at the
Dutch weakness towards the Iraqi decision... this feeling did not happen before, but this
is one of the cases that happened ... so I said to him ... give my regards to
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Page 34
(Saddam H. continues)

The queen of Holland and tell her .... this matter has become part of the past ... and you
have to talk about the new thing... to corporate with the new thing, in the general
economic life ... and in all spheres including the petroleum sphere

Holland's share has become the Iraqi people share since from the beginning it was never
Holland's share, and you are aware that Iraqi oil has returned to Iraq ... the intention of
this is to connect with the Americans who are searching for nuclear bombs
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Page 35
(Saddam H. continues)

And where did the director of the nuclear energy put it ... they know that the nuclear
bombs if they exist cannot be hidden.... and they ask: are you seeking nuclear
technology... the American lady reporter that I met said: we heard that once you
personally killed a member of the leadership because he opposed your decision ... I said
to her it never happened and the head of a country does not need to kill someone
personally because if there was need for that person to be executed, we send him to trial
... the law is obvious, whomever conspire (the judgment is obvious and so is the case if
one deals with foreigners) it is clear
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Page 36
(Saddam H. continues)

The following sentence is hand written

And I don't know if Latif (the minister of culture and information) showed this
segment or not and if he has a point of view in broadcasting
The attendees: it was not broadcasted

One of the attendees: your Excellency the president, the interview was superb not only on
the foreign level but also on the Arab level for it clarified many issues that they were
unaware off.

Mr. President the leader:
this is our politics...look at where their grudge against us has reached ... although our

dealings with the Americans is very little yet we did not reach the personal grudge
phase... as if there is someone

Hand written corrections
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Page 37
(Saddam H. continues)

living close to them and daily hit their children as they go out to the streets and snatch
and throw away their purchase of goods... and cuts off their daily bread....

It is a personal grudge... we read about it in their newspaper and media, therefore one
should deal with them with humor... and you do the same when you are traveling abroad
... answer them but after agonizing them, even with reporters because they are all
members of this corrupt society that bears a grudge towards the Arabs, and on
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Page 38
(Saddam H. continues)

Progress and patriotism.... They don't want to see honorable men in the world but they
want them all to follow their wishes... and they want freedom of press in countries that
do not pay to the president because he has a lot of money... No payments in petroleum
countries ... so he either frightens him or say: I protect you, but you will collapse when I
back off and these billions will disappear ... they want to rule these billions and to rule
the journalists.... And there are Arab countries that are really ruled through the journalist
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Page 39
(Saddam H. continues)

They are able to implement any politics they wish but they have lost everything and lost
their hopes... with god's willing it will be all for the Arabs and the Iraqis

Wishing you happy returns of days filled with dignity and productive work and your
country in a better situation and your people better every year

XXXXXXXXXXX



