
Digital Archive
International History Declassified

digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org

August 12, 1990
Saddam Hussein speech about the Gulf War and his

attack on Kuwait in 1990

Citation:

"Saddam Hussein speech about the Gulf War and his attack on Kuwait in 1990", August
12, 1990, Wilson Center Digital Archive, Conflict Records Research Center, National
Defense University, SH‐PDWN-D-000-457. Contributed by Steve Coll.
https://digitalarchive.umd.edu/document/301128

Summary:

Official speech in connection with his attack on Kuwait, including information on political
issues that emerged from the Gulf War. The speech contains Saddam's accusation of
American betrayal and being biased towards Israel politically, including his suggestions
for the withdrawal of Iraqi forces from Kuwait, which was requested by the international
community. The speech also includes information on the relationship between the Arab
countries and the coalition forces.

Original Language:

Arabic

Contents:

Original Scan
Translation - English

digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org


Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan



Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan



Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan



Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan



Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan



Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan



Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan



Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan



Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan



CRRC  SH-PDWN-D-000-457 Page 1 

 

 

Translator's Notes 

Italics Handwriting 

[ 1 Translator's comments 

 

 

1

Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English



CRRC  SH-PDWN-D-000-457 Page 2 

 

 [Page 1] 
In the name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful 

In an effort to create an atmosphere of real peace in the region, and to facilitate setting the 

region in a state of stability, and in an effort to reveal the falseness of America and her 

allies, the monstrosity, Israel, and to expose its servile clients and its crimes against the 

nation, namely , and to assert truth from the position 

of power of someone who believes in God, the people, and the nation, 

We have decided to take the following initiative: 

The United States of America has tried to obscure its activities that are hostile to 

humanity and to the people of the region under the pretext of the resolutions of the 

economic boycott of Iraq. This is a protest against Iraq's aid to the people of Kuwait /for 

the 
those who rescued themselves 

1 \   

purpose of them rescuing themselves from the rule of the Sabah family. Furthermore, 

this became more appropriate when the Kuwaitis and the Iraqis resolved to reunite... 

[Written on the side of the page] 

To be broadcast and published. 

A copy should be submitted to the United Nations and the Security Council. It should be 

distributed to all countries of the world. The concerned organizations, associations, and 

consortiums should distribute it to their peer organizations as widely as possible. The 

party should be active in every branch with the same directive. 

[Signature] 
8/12/1990 
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[Page 2] 

In the name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful 

In an effort to create an atmosphere of real peace in the region, and to facilitate setting the 

region in a state of stability, and in an effort to reveal the falseness of America and her 

ally, the monstrosity, Israel, and to expose its servile clients and its crimes against the 

nation, and to assert truth from the position of power of someone who believes in God, 

the people, and the nation, 

We have decided to take the following initiative: 

The United States of America has tried to obscure its activities that are hostile to 

humanity and the peoples of the region under the pretext of the resolutions of the 

economic boycott of Iraq. It is a protest against Iraq's aid to the people of Kuwait 
rescued themselves from the rule of the Sabah family 

who rescued themselves from the rule of the Sabah family. Furthermore, this became 

more appropriate when the Kuwaitis and the Iraqis resolved to reunite... 
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 [Page 3] 

...what English colonialism had severed between them after Kuwait had been a part of 

Iraq until the First World War. Iraq has not recognized the crimes that colonialism has 

embarked on until the present time. Furthermore, America has been mobilizing war fleets 

and squadrons of planes and has been beating the war drums against Iraq under the 

pretext of confronting the Iraqi threat to Saudi Arabia. If the spark of war starts, it will 

burn many and will be the cause of great woes for those who are involved. In an effort to 

state the facts correctly for the sake of confronting public opinion, especially the 

Western opinion, and in an effort to reveal the falseness of America's claims to advocate 

the causes and rights of nations... 
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 [Page 4] 

..., while it only works for the preservation of the security and the interests of the West. 

Thus, I propose that all cases of occupation or all of the cases that have been conceived as 

occupation in the region to be resolved according to one set of foundations and 

principles, according to the view points of the Security Council, and according to the 

following: 

(1) Making arrangements for the withdrawal according to one set of principles, for the 

immediate and unconditional withdrawal of Israel from the occupied Arab territories in 

Palestine, Syria and Lebanon, the withdrawal of Syria from Lebanon, and withdrawal 

between Iran and Iraq. Put in place arrangements for Kuwait. Additionally, military 

arrangements, and whatever political arrangements may be connected to them, withdraw 

according to their timetables... 
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[Page 5] 

...in all cases and according to the same sanctioned foundations, principles and view 

points, taking in consideration the historical rights of Iraq in its land and the choice of the 

people of Kuwait. The program should begin from the point prior to the occupation or 

what has been called an occupation, starting with applying the resolutions issued by the 

Security Council and the United Nations to all cases, in this manner, the most recent case 

among them should be reached. The same measures that the Security Council has taken 

with regard to Iraq should be applied toward those who do not commit to this 

arrangement or who are not in its favor. 

2. Having the intention to show the matters as they truly are before the world public 

opinion that it may judge according to objective conditions far removed from the 

American desire and the pressure of America. We believe that the American forces and 

the other forces.... 
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[Page 6] 

....that have collaborated on its conspiracy, should withdraw immediately from Saudi 

Arabia. We believe that Arab forces should take their place. The size, nationality, duties 

and locations of these forces and where they are present is to be determined by the 

Security Council, aided by the Secretary General of the United Nations. Additionally, 

there should be an agreement on the nationalities of the military forces between Iraq and 

Saudi Arabia. Forces from the government of Egypt, which America has adopted as a 

prop in its conspiracy against the Arab nation, should be excluded. 

3. All resolutions of the boycott and sanctions against Iraq should be frozen immediately 

and matters should return to their natural course in scientific, political and economic 

interaction between Iraq and the countries of the world. These resolutions should not be 

discussed and applied again except concerning those for whom they are applicable in 

case of their breach of what was previously mentioned in 1, 2 and 3 above. 
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[Page 7] 

In all cases, and if America and her allies, and the servile among her clients, do not 

respond favorably to our initiative, we and the good people among the sons of the Arab 

nation and the great people of Iraq, will resist by force its evil attitude and hostile plans. 

We will be victorious with the help of God, and the evildoers shall regret for their action 

after departing the region, ostracized, cursed, and dragging their tail between their legs.... 

God is great! Truly, let the contemptible be driven away! 

Saddam Hussein 

8/12/1990 
Muharram 21, 1411 H. 
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