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 [Page 2:] 

In the name of God the merciful, the compassionate 

Information index Republic Of Iraq 

Folder number / index Presidency Office 

Serial number (2) Information Secretary 

[TC: top part of Page is illegible] 

File index (1990) 

No Subject , Country Date' 

 

1 Sheik Sayidi Ahmad walid Baba / 

Interior Minister 

Mauritania 30 SEP 1990 

2 Sheik As'ad Bayud al-Tamimi / al- 

Jihad al-Islami Movement Emir 
Bayt al-Muqdas 

[TC: Palestine] 

30 Sep 1990 

3 Mr. Yafghini Primakov Soviet Leadership 

Member 

06 OCT 1990 

4 Colonel Ahmad Bin-Sharif Algeria 06 OCT 1990 
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In the name of God the merciful, the compassionate 

Reception ceremonies of Soviet leadership Council Member, Mr. Yevgeny Primakov by 

Mr. President Saddam Hussein; 

Saturday 06 OCT 1990 at 11:00 AM 

Soviet official attendees Iraqi official attendees 

 

Prime Minister Deputy for Military affairs,

Mr. Igore Bilasov 

Prime Minister's First Deputy, Mr. Taha 

Yasin Ramadan 

Foreign Economic Relations Deputy, Mr. 

Vladimir Mordvinonv 

Secretary of State, Mr. Tariq Aziz 

State Department's Middle East and North

Africa Depaitment Director Mr. Fasili 

Kalutoushs 

Minister of Education and Information Mr.

Latif Nasif Jasim 

Soviet Ambassador in Baghdad, Mr. Victor

Yusavaliuk 

President's Secretary, Mr. Hamid Yusuf 

Hamadi 

 Mr. President's Companion, Mr. Lt. 

Colonel `Abd-Hamid Mahmud 

 Media and Information Secretary, Mr. 

Muhsin Khalil 
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In the name of God the merciful, the compassionate 

After exchanging friendly greetings; 

Mr. Primakov said: 

Before we start any thing, I would like to present you with a letter from comrade 

Gorbachev. 

Mr. President: (reading the written letter) ((attached)) 
Then he said: Welcome, how are things going for you? 

Mr. Primakov said: We are in a difficult stage at this time.. .economic problems are piling 

up, and relations with states are not good either. We are trying to work out the 

difficulties but some of the problems gotten to a critical stage because of time and 
because of some of our mistakes, but we are working to correct these mistakes. 

1 

' As for the international arena, there are some hot issues that make the situation not easy; 

your honor knows more about them than I do. 

Mr. President said: You are an expert in these problems. 
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In the name of God the merciful, the compassionate 

- 2 - 

Mr. Primakov said: 

I am glad to see you in this health and vitality.. .do you have a secret? In spite of the 

tremendous conflicts, your youth is always rejuvenating.. .since I saw you for the first 

time in 1969. 

Mr. President said: 

The problems have been continuous since 1969, and these problems allow nothing but 

youth and strength...and the Americans didn't give us any rest. 

But, there are important issues; whether in economy, political arena, or the military side. 

So we were forced to keep our youth, or hold on to its last strings; if I will. 

Mr. Primakov said: 

Your honor knows me, and knows my personal relation with Iraq...no one can threaten 

Iraq. Iraq is ready to stand up against any attack, and is convinced of its ability to defend 

its interests. If we add the bravery of the Iraqi people to their wisdom; with the help of 

bravery and wisdom, we will be able to come out of this situation. 

Mr. President said: 

Bravery can't have a human role without wisdom, and wisdom is not effective without 

bravery. 
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In the name of God the merciful, the compassionate 

- 3 - 

When all types of opportunities seem to pass by humanity, it is because wisdom was 

missing from bravery; and when disasters overcome humanity, it is because bravery is 

missing from wisdom. Thus, the problem is always contained in the connecting bridge 

between wisdom and bravery, its presence or absence, weakness or strength. 

Mr. Primakov said: 

I am glad to hear these words; I would like to talk to the President about the details of 

Helsinki summit. I attended this convention, except for the face to face meeting between 

Presidents Bush and Gorbachev; I did not attend that meeting. I attended all other 

meetings, and I know the documents pertaining to the convention. 

I think President Gorbachev has an objective, and he was able to accomplish this 

objective. His objective is to have (Bush) work seriously on a political solution; he was 

able to resolve this problem and accomplished the objective. 

The other thing President Gorbachev was able to accomplish is his initiative to tie the 

situation in the Gulf with other issues in the Middle East, starting with the Arab-Israeli 

conflict. 
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In the name of God the merciful, the compassionate 

- 4 - 

Mr. President said: 

(Clarifying with the interpreter) 

Did he initiate that or he actually accomplished it? 

Mr. Primakov said: 

I will explain that. 
I know that these ideas were presented for the first time in your 12 DEC 1990 initiative, 

and there was a solid connection; that is the initiative that was not accepted in the West. 

Your initiative insisting to link the Gulf crisis resolution to other issues in the region was 

widely embraced by the Arab public opinion, but outside the Arab Nation, it didn't get 

the same support and interest. 

President Gorbachev stressed that resolving the Gulf Crisis will result in a serious effort 

in resolving other conflicts in the region, and will create a new and balanced, and 

peaceful system in the Middle East. 

Of course President Gorbachev's initiative was not immediately met with welcome and 

support; but initiating that is like sowing a seed in the ground, and Bush's latest 

statements suggest that the Americans are starting to express acceptance of this idea*. 

* Could be referring to Bush's speech at the General Assembly. 
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In the name of God the merciful, the compassionate 

- 5 - 

According to the available information, the Americans are gathering all means to carry 

out the attack. Comrade Bilasov is one of the weapon's experts, he believes that there is a 

great and sufficient amassment of forces, and what pushes President Bush to carry out the 

attack is American public opinion; American public opinion polls indicate that 80% of 

the population supports military actions in the region, and there are similar indications in 

Europe, as well as Latin America and some Asian nations. 

We are very interested in not resorting to a military solution for the situation in the 

region. 

Again, I would like to say that we believe that Iraq will defend itself to death; and with 

great pride. Also, considering the international consensus, a military confrontation could 

result in consequences not to be ignored. 

In addition to that, your honor is aware, and should be aware that; in the interest of the 

Soviet Union, I am obligated to relay this to you that a strong Iraq in the region is in the 

interest of the Soviet Union. 

We know that a strong Iraq will help preserve the balance of power in the region; 

especially with the presence of Iran and Israel. 

Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English



CRRC  SH-PDWN-D-000-533 Page 8  

 

    

[Page 9:] 

In the name of God the merciful, the compassionate 

-6- 

We also know as well, that, in light of the fundamentalist's increasing activities, a strong 

Iraq will preserve the balance of power. We are also aware that there are some forces; 

regrettably some are Arab forces, purposely seeking to push Iraq into a confrontation, to 

weaken it. 

In addition to that, we have a position specific to us; the context of this position is to 

attempt to find a political solution. Thus, I am here as a representative of President 

Gorbachev to hear from you, and discuss with you ideas that will allow us to get out of 

the current crisis. 

Mr. President said: 

First, I am glad to meet with Mr. Primakov; I think our last meeting was in 1985, and at 

that time, we were discussing your role in Egypt and your desire for Hosni Mubarak to be 

more independent. I said to Mr. Primakov back then; independence requires desire and 

capability; primarily capability, and now, Hosni Mubarak is the main force behind a 

military campaign. Hosni is not playing an American role; he is playing more of a 

Zionist role than an American role. 
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In the name of God the merciful, the compassionate 

- 7 - 

In any way, to build on foundation we both agree upon, let us say that both Iraq and the 

Soviet Union are interested in peace, not war. But, the Soviet Union has to consider, and 

Iraq also has to consider this subject. 

If you look at the situation from a formal perspective; you could say, how can Iraq be 

seeking peace when Iraq is using military force in Kuwait? 

At the same time, how can the Soviet Union be seeking peace when the Soviet Union is 

stating that a military campaign is the only option left, and is willing to participate if it 

comes from the United Nations? 

What other decisions are left for the United Nations except for this decision? 

Mr. Primakov said: 
Exactly, the logical situation ties these two sides. 

Mr. President said: 

In any way, the Soviet Union has the justifications to explain its decision, and Iraq has 

the justifications to explain its decision. 

Both the Soviet Union and Iraq want friendly relations; in spite of all the obstacles and 

difficulties they endured. 
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In the name of God the merciful, the compassionate 

- 8 - 

I would like to emphasize a fundamental point regarding this subject; I don not want 

Gorbachev and the Russian leadership to think that we had other choices and we chose 

what happened in 02 AUG 1990. That was the only choice we had. 

In our minds and conscious, we are convinced that what we have done was a must; the 

historical backgrounds did not become a political incident till we ended up in this corner, 

when we had to make the decision we made. Even if we did not have a historical 

background with Kuwait, we would have done the same thing because our only choice 

that was presented to us was to collapse, so the Americans and the backward ones can do 

what they wish. Our only choice was to go after the involved circle of conspirators 

tasked with this mission. 

So, that happened. 
And I know we disagree on many points regarding what had happened, we are not 

bothered by disagreements, but we say; how to resolve the issues? 

On 08 AUG 1990, we did not decide on taking Kuwait, as you call it, or our unity with 

Kuwait, as we see it, until it became clear that the United Nation's resolution would be to 

start with military forces coming to Saudi Arabia under the pretense of confronting the 

Iraqi threat. 
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In the name of God the merciful, the compassionate 

- 9 - 

We had no choice but to tell the Iraqi soldier that; this is your land, just like Baghdad, 

defend it; and to revive the entire historical backgrounds regarding this issue. 

If we did not say that or did not act based on these fundamentals, the Iraqi Army would 

not be able to confront the American Army. 

A five party meeting was to take place on 05 AUG 1990 in Jeddah, it was agreed upon by 

Egypt, Saudi, Yemen, Jordan, and Iraq. 

It was canceled or muddied somehow; we were surprised by the arrival of the American 

forces and the Arab Foreign Ministers meeting which was knowingly set up based on this 

solution. 

Regardless of the legitimacy or illegitimacy of the action; depending on how these and 

those of Arab and international nations see it, the issue is not just an Iraqi symbol limited 

to Iraq and Kuwait any more, it has become an Arab symbol, a symbol of freedom. 

On 12 AUG 1990, we presented a comprehensive deal outlining our vision of possible 

solutions for the region's issues, including what happened after 02 AUG 1190. 

Although we did not impose any conditions to discuss, alter, remove or add to it, no one 

paid any attention to this deal, including Saudi, Egypt, and the United States. 
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In the name of God the merciful, the compassionate 

- 10 - 

Restrictions that have never been imposed before during war time in human history are 

imposed on Iraq. Practically, our position towards those who apply these restrictions 

against us is like we are at war against them. 

On 14 AUG 1990 when the situation got complicated and it became clear to us that we 

are facing a military battle instead of sanctions, we made our decision regarding Iran. 

Practically, what this means is that half of Shat al-`Arab [TC: Arab Coast] which was 

ours, is now Iran's. 

This is a new twist! 

The Iraqi people are under sanctions, and are deprived of food and medicine; there is 

nothing left but to fight. 

This doesn't make things any easier, but to the contrary; any compromise by the Iraqi at 

this stage will be considered fear of military actions, because the United Nations has tried 

every thing but military action. 

On 14 AUG 1990 when the Iraqis asked why this free compromise with Iran? We said; 

because Kuwait is now yours, and its costs are long enough for you; you do not need to 

fight for Saht al-`Arab. 

What do we tell them now? 
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In the name of God the merciful, the compassionate 

Are we going to tell them that we are afraid of the Americans because the came with their 

fleets? 

They will say; didn't you know that the Americans will fight you to defend their strategic 

interests in Kuwait? 

What do we tell them then? 

Are we going to tell them that our assessments were wrong? 

They will say no; your assessment was correct, because we know you evacuated the cities 

of Baghdad, al-Basrah, and Salah al-Din in anticipation of an American nuclear attack; 

your assessment was for a situation that is more difficult than war. 

What would be our answer then? And what would we tell the other Arabs? 

Arabs...Arab people... 

I was thumping through a Jordanian newspaper and I read a couple of its articles. Both of 

them talk about events not related to Iraq or Kuwait. They were about the Arabs 

liberation battle from within, and the battle to free the Arab individual from the Israeli 

occupation. 

These are all new complications added as time goes by, to become as I just described 

them. 

Without delay, let us go back to pre 02 AUG 1990. Before 02 AUG 1190, there were 

mobilizations by the West against us; in conjunction with the Zionist's desires. The 

Zionist's mobilizations in Israel reached the extent of targeting our leadership personally. 
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In the name of God the merciful, the compassionate 

- 12 - 

And for your information, every thing I said is documented. It reached the point of the 

United States cutting off grains and bread, to the extent that some Arab leaders wrote to 

Bush about his hatred towards Iraq, warning him of stepping over the line and targeting 

the leadership personally. 

We told the Americans that we have information that they are targeting our regime. 

Mr. Tariq `Aziz said: 
I did that, and I informed Baker of this in OCT 1989 

Mr. President said: 

So, the issue is not some thing new. Let us say this: we present the facts and what have 

you to a neutral person; he will ask a direct question and say; did Iraq have a choice when 

it chose the military option and entered Kuwait? 

He will ask himself other questions before he answers. 

He will say this: 
How could Iraq have had a choice when the West is stacked against it, to the extent of 

cutting bread off of it and monitor any technology transfer? The sanctions' list 

forbidding equipment reached (160?) 
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In the name of God the merciful, the compassionate 

- 13 - 

How could Iraq have a choice? 
If the West is directly targeting a head of state, how could he involve himself in Kuwait 

issue if he had other choices that could spare him this dangerous crisis? 

So, its not like we did not thoroughly study the issue like some say. No, we did study the 

situation; we were looking for any hope other than what we concluded. 

Regrettably, all doors were shut in out faces; the last one was the Jeddah meeting 

between the Revolutionary Command Council's Deputy from our side, and Sa'ad al-

`Abdallah; the position of Al Sabah couldn't be resolved. The progress we were seeking 

is practical guarantees that there were no conspiracies by the neighboring countries lead 

by the United States against us. 

Why did they conspire against us before 02 AUG 1990? 
First...because of our position regarding Palestine and Mr. Primakov knows that it has 

not changed, and will not change. 

When we ask for the return of legal rights of the Palestinians, it is not for humane or Pan- 

Arab reasons; it is equally linked to Iraq's security. 
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In the name of God the merciful, the compassionate 

- 14 - 

As long as there is no peace in the region; starting with peace in Palestine, we will not be 

secure. 

Thus, peace for Iraq and the Arabs, regional stability and personal security will not be 

accomplished without peace for Palestine. 

We personally, and our regime were targeted before the issue of Kuwait, the entire region 

is targeted. If the Palestinian issue was not suspended as it is now, none of the rivers of 

blood would have been shed. 

Some say; let us resolve Kuwait issue, and then resolve the other issues. 
We say; what is the guarantee.. .who guarantees that? No one but God if he sends us 

angels, only then we will believe it. Since 1948, not one United Nations' Resolution 

regarding the return of legal rights to the Palestinians was carried out. 

So comrade Primakov, on 12 AUG 1990, we did not just present the essence of a 

comprehensive solution to the entire region's issues tactically, but to show our serious 

and deep desire for peace. 

Without resolving this issue, we don't believe in promises anymore, even promises of our 

safety. 
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In the name of God the merciful, the compassionate 

- 15 - 

We listened to the recorded phone call between Fahad and Qatar's sheik... (Mr. President 

orders a copy of the tape to be given to Mr. Primakov). 

From this tape, you will know why we are despised by those kings. Not because we are 

free Iraqis, but the main reason is because we have a different vision than theirs regarding 

the Palestinian issue. 

From this incident, you will also find out about another side of this conspiracy involving 

Saudi and Kuwait. This tape's date is not to long ago, 09 JUL 1990. 

Let us ask this question 

What would the world loose if comprehensive peace is accomplished throughout the 

region? 

What would the world loose by hurrying up and resolving Kuwait's issue aside from the 

other issues? 

I don't think the world will loose much except the notion of "either resolving Kuwait's 

issue separately, or war." 

This logic, I mean we keep shedding our youth's blood, our safety is threatened, and our 

economy is being depleted. Let us just go to war once and for all, or we surrender, or the 

Arabs will attain their dignity in this war. We will no be responsible for that; it will be 

the United States and those who got her involved. 
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In the name of God the merciful, the compassionate 

- 16 - 

And then, Iraq, Saudi, Israel, and America will pay the price. 
We don't want war; we tried it before, and we tried it for eight years. And on a personal 

level, comrade Primakov is aware that we fought even before we were heads of state, 

there is not an enemy that will target us personally. 

As for sacrifices, we sacrificed a lot in our war with Iran. 

On the economic, technology, and other matters, what is left of it? Oil is cut off, 

commerce is banned, and last but not least, and contrary to what you have promised us, 

the Security Council imposed an air embargo against us. 

Our only option left is agriculture; no one can cut off water or carry the ground on their 

shoulders and take off. 

What is to tell the Iraqi Army in Kuwait? 
Tell them I will give an order to retreat so to be defeated before the battle starts? 

What is to tell the Iraqis? 

Tell them we will withdraw form Kuwait, and you endure the sanctions? 
Let me be honest with you comrade Primakov, you can't left the American sanction 

against Iraq. 

Thus, even a hypothetical promise of withdraw from Kuwait 
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- 17 - 

The sanctions will remain, oil will not be exported, and things will remain the same, 

waiting for another negotiation with the United States just to allow us food or medicine, 

and not knowing where it may lead us. 

This will continue for decays till America crushes the regime, economically and socially. 

Now comrade Primakov, if I give you some flexibility regarding the Kuwait issue, who 

are you going to present this flexibility to, and who is going to listen to you? You, as the 

Soviet Union, are you able to give me some thing, or you are just going to take this 

flexibility around to Bush and Fahad? Israel is waiting in the background for its share as 

well. I mean, are we going to wait to see our destiny regarding the Palestinian issue end 

up like others before us? 

I don't mean to offend the Soviet Union, I understand the circumstances of the Soviet 

Union, so I see the United States is able to impose any resolution it wants on the United 

Nations. 

How many resolutions passed in the last few days? Eight resolutions; we don't care to 

count them anymore. Because when the situation at the Security Council reaches this 

low, it's a different story. In the past, when the Security Council meets, we were like 

politicians, we listen and study its resolutions, but now, we can't even keep up with them 

because there are so many of them. 
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In the name of God the merciful, the compassionate 

- 18 - 

The United States did not even give us an opportunity to think about a common 

difference between us and them, and between us and Fahad, it did not allow an 

opportunity for the Arabs to discuss their issues in depth, in order to resolve them like 

they resolved the Lebanese issue. 

I mean, our only option is to give in to the wishes of the United States or they will launch 

a war against us. 

I swear, if America decided on launching the war, they will do so even if we withdraw 

form Kuwait. 

The American goal was clear in the past; they conspired against us, and conspired to 

assassinate the leadership. What is new that Iraq could loose? There is a possibility they 

might win. 

Indications point to America winning the war; I say Iraq will win the war. Yes, factories 

may be destroyed, let it be, the factories are idle because of the sanctions anyway. 

We say to the Iraqis; this is the way it is. Iraqi public opinion is to die, rather than 

withdraw. 

The only flexibility exists in the minds of the Iraqi leadership, but who would give us an 

opportunity to practice this flexibility? 
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Any retreat will mean a crushing; a despicable defeat on the Iraqi and Arab level. 

Thus, we have to deal with the issues in a way Iraq will not come out defeated. If 

Iraq was a superpower, it would have been easy. 

America is the one that should be flexible; we recognize that America is the number one 

superpower, and the Soviet Union is a close second, but at this time, the Soviet Union is 

tending to their internal problems, and we understand that they need time. God willing, 

after a period of time, the Soviet Union will be able to express their views effectively. 

If we wanted to partially resolve the issues, we would have resolved them with Fahad, 

without the United States, the Soviet Union, and France. 

If we go to Fahad or he comes to us and ask for the borders to be as such, he will 

welcome that and say I am with you, and understand. 

If we go to Jabir and say to him; if you want Kuwait, we will discuss it from its inception. 
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If he says; how is that, it will be too small, we say; what do you want, he says; I want 

such and such. Couldn't we resolve the issue with him? 

But, when the Soviet Union comes seeking a solution, they either offer more than what 

Fahad and Jabir offered, or we devise a solution within the realm of comprehensive 

solution that saves face for America. America doesn't need to save face because 

America is a superpower and could easily say; I am not going to attack Iraq, because Iraq 

is a small nation. 

So, let us resolve the issue and we all come out with a clean face; and things will 

stabilize. 

Resolving the issue in a comprehensive manner; Israel reached the point of encouraging 

the United States to target Saddam Hussein's family; Israel behaves in this despicable 

manner. 

That doesn't worry me; Saddam is not the important, I care about the nation, not just the 

current generation, but the future generations to live with dignity and pride; generation 

after generation. 

The nation is living under humility now, without peace. Ok, what would the Soviet 

Union loose if they work on a strong link between the Gulf Crisis and the Palestinian 

issue? The Soviet Union will not loose; The Soviet Union will have a favorable role 

appreciated by the Arabs and America, especially when this logic of linking the issues is 

gaining popularity on the international arena and in Europe, it is starting to gain 

audiences even in America 
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We looked at the American public opinion polls, but polls are not an indication of the 

truth. We respect the American public opinion polls, but we respect polls pertaining to us 

as Iraqis. In other words, we respect public opinion regarding their rights, and respect 

them regarding our rights. 

Regardless of the number of Arab nations (12) America relies on, they are actually only 

eight, and not twelve because Somali and Djibouti, as you are aware, have a special 

position, Lebanon is like Kuwait, and Kuwait is a regime without a country. 

Even though, we say; who says these rulers completely represent their people in linking 

the issues of Kuwait and Palestine. There is a close to a consensus in the Arab countries 

regarding this linkage. 

Mr. Primakov said: 

Comrade President, what you talked about is very important, I thought of an idea I never 

thought about before talking with you. Before the events of Kuwait, you were sort of 

blockaded within a castle? 

Mr. President said: 

Threatened 

Mr. Primakov said: 

The Israelis have a similar idea; I don't want to compare, I just want to talk about what is 

taking place. 
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Any solution should take in consideration that Iraq is blockaded within a castle; imagine 

this (the pragmatic situation) pertaining to Iraq. 

I will not be a friend, or consider my self a pragmatic person if I said that withdrawing 

the forces is not coupled with and end to the imposed sanctions on Iraq. These sanctions 

should cease, and Iraq will be a complete member, enjoying all of its rights in the 

international community, far from these sanctions. 

I don't think you are worried that after resolving the issue, the oil will still be cut off, or 

Iraq will be deprived of a costal port. 

Another thing, Iraq has become one of the leaders in many roles, able to raise the Arab 

world, and I don't agree with some Western and some Arab nations' assessments that 

Saddam is not the ideal leadership for all Arabs. 

Thus, we agree with your point of view. You mentioned that you know struggle very 

well, and even before your position of power, you know the meaning of struggle, and you 

know that politics is the art of possibilities. 

You participated in the elimination of `Abd-al-Karim Qasim, but the result of that 

operation couldn't finish Qasim. 
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You also remember the Kurdish issue; you were the personality that accomplished 

successes in the Kurdish issue in spite of not being the main personality. 

I believe Iraq is lucky, and please forgive me if I said you were supervising the resolution 

of the Kurdish issue, but you weren't the main player; forgive me for my honesty. 

Remember when you told me that the Kurds will start the hostilities, and it is better to 

sign a peace treaty with them, I pointed to you then that if you sign a peace treaty with 

them, and they initiate hostilities, they will be isolated from us, but before a peace treaty, 

they may find some support, you agreed with me that if they initiate a military campaign, 

they will be isolated, because the relation of events some times has a great importance. 

If we discuss the development of the military situation in the region, which we don't 

agree with; we know the consequences of a military solution, it will lead to great 

destruction and many casualties. It's natural that the casualties will not be limited to the 

Iraqi side, but we know that it will affect other nations. And believe me, in this type of 

confrontation, Iraq is more important to me than any thing else. 
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It is true; there might not be spare parts for the factories, and that Iraq will not be able to 

make them work, and since Iraq is an ancient nation and has roots extending to Babil, 

God forbid, if this happens, what efforts, and what means we have to put in place to 

rebuild Iraq? 

There are other geopolitical considerations, there are Iran and Turkey which are not in 

line with Iraq, and there are other countries that could see the situation as this: for the 

sake of justice, a human may sacrifice and die, but according to high standards as yours, 

it is to die, then what is after death? Is this going to mobilize the Palestinian issue, or is it 

only going to change the revolutionary state in the Arab world? 

We, based on our past mistakes, we study the mistake we made in the past without 

considering the world public opinion. 

I remember before the events of black September in 1970, do you remember the 

exemplary Palestinian offices of a Jordanian descent, how they behaved during the 

difficult times; this may lead to a change of position in the region. 
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Of course, when I mention such examples, there is not a historical similarity between the 

two situations, but some events develop in a manner other than we wish. 

The important thing is resolving problems created by groups as leaders. 

You remember the Caribbean Crisis very well; we pulled our missiles from Cuba. 

Mr. President said: 

You are a super power; behaviors of a super power are different from those of a small 

nation. 

Mr. Primakov said: 

But I don't think you are that small of a nation, you were able to establish thirty military 

companies; this is not a small number, Iraq is not weak to this point. 

But, when we pulled our missiles and aircrafts from Cuba, we were considering other 

means of securing Cuba's security. 

At the beginning, the Cuban comrades did not understand us; consequently, the Cuban 

comrades realized that was the best solution 
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Because had we insisted on keeping our missiles and aircrafts, a military confrontation 

with the United States would have been imminent; 

The deceased Kennedy came to our Embassy, it was raining, and he was wearing a 

raincoat; he raised his hat and said to us; I beg you, the President has no choice but war. 

You are now bringing up the issue of Israel, and rightfully so. 

Personally, I don't believe in any peaceful steps with Israel. Of course, I was very 

worried about the news immerging in the American media; news saying that in case of 

war, Israeli forces may enter into Jordan. 

Again, I would like to reiterate that politics is the art of possibilities; and when I repeat 

this phrase, don't think that I doubt Iraq's insistence and steadfastness to defend its 

interests. 

I say this because I have known the Iraqi President for years, I know the fairness 

approach he employs in difficult situations, and I know the fairness approach Mr. 

President utilizes had helped resolve many issue Iraq was striving to accomplish. 
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Now, if we talk about the military side only, the Iraqi President knows more than anyone 

here that during the war with Iran, the international community was on his side, 

supporting him, because the entire world knows who Iran was, in addition to the technical 

superiority enjoyed by the Iraqi forces over Khumayni Guard. 

But, the current situation is opposite; and we have to take that in consideration. 

Mr. President said: 

We don't disagree in assessing the current situation except in two main points: 
- The Arab people are clearly and firmly with us this time, and willing to sacrifice; 

verses during our war with Iran when more Arab countries were seriously and 

directly against us, such cases as Libya, Syria. Also, Iran was on its territories, 

and we were on our territories during the war. 

But now, America, with its fleets and army, is not on its territories, it is on our 

holy territories. 
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Regardless, even if we could defeat the United States, and without losses; this will not 

tempt us, even one percent to slip into a war. 

But comrade Primakov, if we always consider the situation from one side, there wouldn't 

be any value left on the face of earth, and no one will confront America, and say no, in 

any situation or circumstance. 

Even in our early days, when we were convinced of our role as young men, we did not 

want to die, we wanted to live, but we did not want life for one only person or a group of 

persons, we want life for a greater number. 

Thus, we don't want to commit suicide just to instigate a hurricane of compassion about 

those who committed suicide confronting America; but we say this: 

If we surrender to the United States, we will not be free. 

Mr. Primakov said: 

I did not ask you to be not free. 

Mr. President said: 

I know that it is not the intentions of comrade Primakov to suggest that we be not free, 

but, I must discuss this with him to free him of the super power, and the comparison idea. 
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But, a displaced Iraqi flexibility means total crushing for Iraq and the Arab Nation; where 

a displaced Soviet flexibility doesn't mean total crushing for the Soviet Union, and that 

applies to the United States as well. 

In the Security Council's latest resolutions; passing the resolution to ban cargo 

shipments, and possibly a total air embargo, it is basically confirmation and support for 

al-Ta'if decisions. 

Doesn't comrade Primakov know what al-Ta'if decisions are? 

Also, comrade Primakov is aware that Syrian Forces in Lebanon are not the absolute 

power; they are just one of the forces that have their share of impact, including [illegible] 

`Aun, Amal, Hezbollah, and Janbalat. 

They are one of six or seven forces, but were given preferences. 

But no one negotiates with Iraq; Iraq was just told to withdraw; withdraw to what 

borders? Even the international community doesn't give itself an opportunity to inspect 

this nation's borders, a nation that is asking Iraq to withdraw from its territories. 

The PLO, through Yemen, is asking for a Security Council to hold a meeting just to 

discuss Israeli incursions into occupied land, but for two weeks now, no one is listening. 
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Israel took al-Golan heights and Jerusalem, but it wasn't threatened with armies, 

boycotted, or blockaded. 

There is a feeling in the Arab world that America has exploitive views against them, and 

some are reacting based on these views toward Arab rights. 

As for the issues that are used as a pretense for aggression against Arabs, they are taken 

lightly. 

I want to resolve this peacefully; there is one of two options: 
We start form the 12 AUG 1990 initiative, or facilitate the atmosphere for the Arabs to 

resolve this crisis amongst themselves, because Arabs are more capable of understanding 

the issues than others, just like they did in Lebanon. 

Some say that Arabs are not united; we say yes, but they are not united because of 

America. America is the one that doesn't want Arabs to find an honorable solution 

everyone is comfortable with. 

If the Soviet Union wants to lead an intuitive, I suggest that they study it in depth, and it 

must clarify what are our rights, and what are our obligations. 

But the notion that Iraq just needs to withdraw is unacceptable. 
If the Soviet Union wants to drop the ball by saying; we went to the Iraqis, but we 

couldn't convince them to withdraw; now America has no choice but the military option. 
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Mr. Primakov said: 

I say to you...I am for the Arab solution, and I consider it very seriously, if a resolution is 

found within the Arab family. I consider that very beneficial, if an Arab solution is 

possible. 

Mr. President said: 

The Desert Issue and Lebanon issue were resolved with an Arab solution. 

Why can't we see this issue being resolve amongst Arabs? 

It is true that Arab differences were not as sharp as they are regarding this crisis, but the 

Arabs were not united on the Desert and Lebanon issues to start with. 

Mr. Primakov said: 

There was not this united public opinion, and there was not this type of strong military 

concentrations in Saudi either. 

If we consider a solution, I prefer an Arab solution. The Soviet Union was calling for an 

Arab solution since the beginning, but now, the pressures are mounting on us. 

Mr. President said: 

Then either we pave the way for an Arab solution, or we embark on a comprehensive 

solution to all issues in the region. 
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We don't consider our opinion final, it is debatable, the Soviet Union may crystallize a 

situation linking the issues of Kuwait and Palestine, and clearly identify the duties and 

obligations of Iraq, so a decision could be made. 

But, saying either withdraw or face war; that is absolutely unacceptable. 

Mr. Primakov said: 

The position is understood. 

Yesterday, we agreed on evacuating Soviet citizens, but I want Mr. Igor Bilasov to 

discuss this subject. 

(Mr. Primakov expresses his desire to speak with Mr. President privately). 

(Mr. President turns to his comrades and says; please excuse us). 

Mr. Igor Bilasov said: 

I am still under that great impression; when I was tasked by President Gorbachev to 

represent him in celebrating your revolution last year. When I returned to Moscow from 

Iraq, I was full of optimism and determination about developing our relations on all 

levels. 
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Mr. President said: 

I noticed that we did not talk about bilateral relations; because when we are in a difficult 

position, we do not talk about this subject. But you remember how you discussed 

bilateral cooperation; we were in a comfortable position back then. 

Mr. Igor Bilasov said: 

I think there is a reference in President Gorbachev's letter refereeing to his desire to 

develop bilateral relations. 

Mr. President said: 

Of course you say that, we don't say that because we are in a difficult position. But 

comrade Primakov knows that when we are in a difficult position, historical backgrounds 

are enough for us. We were, and still are interested in bilateral relations. 

Mr. Igor Bilasov said: 

I know that... 

We have this issue; please allow me to summarize it in a couple of words: 

We will completely carry out all agreed upon projects in Iraq, and on time. 

Regarding the subject, they said that there are some bureaucratic, not political issues, in 

allowing some experts who wish to return to the Soviet Union. 
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I would like to say that banning air travel is not in the interest of either country, because 

the Soviet aircrafts will not fly to Baghdad; if they did, who are they going to carry? 

Also, there is an impact when we don't allow anyone to leave; more people will express a 

desire to leave. Regrettably, the media, when you don't control it like you do here 

(laughing).. .the Soviet papers create difficulties for us. 

Mr. President said: 

Regardless of the details, we will resolve this immediately. 

Mr. Primakov said: 

Can I state this to TAS's reporter? 

Mr. President said: 

Definitely; but please allow an opportunity to replace some of them, and we will arrange 

for (800) to travel within a month. 

Mr. Igor Bilasov said: 

Those who wish to depart range from (2 — 5) thousand; 

Mr. President said: 

All issues will be resolved; we could arrange for one thousand within a month, the 

remaining will have another schedule, and in a short period of time. 
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They also, will need some time to transport them away from danger. 

Mr. Primakov said: 

Comrade President, let us say (1500) one thousand and five hundred. 

Mr. President said: 

Ok. 

Mr. Primakov said: 

(Laughing) 

I want to be your hostage. 

Mr. Bilasov said: 

The Soviet Union will welcome this step with appreciation. 

Mr. President said: 

This will be history, and one day, we will talk about bilateral relations; the horizons in 

front of us are vast. 

Mr. Primakov said: 

The Soviet aircrafts will increase their trips; there were two a week, we added four more. 

This will have [illegible] on the workers in Iraq. 
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Note:  

Per Mr. Primakov's request to meet with Mr. President without and of the Soviet 

delegation presence, Mr. President resumed this meeting. This session continued from 

(1:40 to 2:15) in the afternoon, and was attended by Mr. Tah Yasin Ramadan, Mr. Tariq 

`Aziz, and Mr. Latif Nasif Jasim from the Iraqi side. 

At the end of the meeting, friendly greetings and wishes were exchanged. 

Signature 
10 OCT 1990 
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Your highness; President Saddam Hussein 

President of the Republic Of Iraq 

Your highness; Mr. President, 

I am very worried about the developments resulting from the crisis in the Gulf Region. 

Thus, I am sending Soviet Union Leadership's member, Yevgeny Primakov as my 

special envoy. 

I think honest exchange of opinions based on our trust with Baghdad will spare the region 

the danger that is threatening it. I am totally convinced that this opportunity will be 

utilized to shift one of the tensest crises that immerged lately, to a political resolution 

path. 

I also would like to point out that we envision this resolution propelling effort to find 

resolutions to other hot issues in the region, starting with the Palestinian issue. 

After overcoming the current crisis in the Gulf Region, the Soviet Union will naturally 

make joint effort with you to strengthen Soviet-Iraqi friendly and historical relationships. 

I am also convinced that you will do whatever is necessary to alleviate the problems 

pertaining to the soviet experts residing in Iraq. 

Respectfully 

Mikhail Gorbachev 

President of the Soviet Union 

02 OCT 1990 
The Kremlin, Moscow 
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