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FROM: Taipei 

TO: Secretary of State 

NO: Unnumbered, March. 24-, 6 p.m. 

DEPT. PASS CSGID FROM ASTARMAT TRIPEX SIGNED BARRETT. 

240230Z. 

Cite Op 74.:, 

For what my opinion may be worth believe eituation here 
definitely improved since my arrival -20 1g5Fuary. .Pielia-

ble reports indicate Chen Cheng trying to avoid miscakes 
which wrecked him in NE. Recent Cabinet appointments 
and removal of-KU Chu-tung giving definite impression 
Generaliasimo trying replace rotten wood with good 
material. Report Sun Li-jen to secome Commander-in-Chief 

Chinese Army may mean'much or little but ititial effect 
good.on civilian and military morale. Concensus informed 
opinion Communists cannot take Taiwan without extensive 
Coviet aid particularly air and good chance holding island 

even in face.such aid. Shakiest area now appears to be 

Nainan. Seems to me greatest need of Chinese Government 
now is money. 
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TO: 	Secretary of State 

NO: 	Unnumbered, March 24, 6 p.m. 
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DEPT. PASS CSGID FROM ASTARMAT TRIPEX SIGNED BARRETT. 	C) 

2402302. 

Cite OP 74 :, 

For what my opinion may be worth believe situation here 
definitely improved since my arrival -20 F'aFuary. 
ble reports indicate Chen Cheig trying to avoid MiSoakGs C) 
which wrecked him in NE. Recent Cabinet appointments 
and removal of 	Chu-tung giving definite impression 
Generalissimo trying replace rotten wood with good 
material. Report Sun Li-jen to necome Commander-in-Chief 
Chinese Army may mean'much or little but initial effect 
good. on civilian and military morale. Concensus informed 
opinion Communists cannot take Taiwan without extensive 
Coviet aid particularly air and good chance holding island 
even in face .such aid. Shakiest area now appears to be 
Nainan. Seems to me greatest need of Chinese Government 
now is money. 
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Wilson Center Digital Archive Transcript - English

[…]
FROM: Taipei
TO: Secretary of State
NO: Unnumbered, March 24, 6 p.m.
DEPT. PASS CSGID FROM ASTARMAT TRIPEX SIGNED BARRETT.
240230Z.
Cite OP 74:
For what my opinion may be worth believe the situation here definitely improved
since my arrival 20 February. Reliable reports indicate Chen Cheng trying to avoid
mistakes which wrecked him in NE. Recent cabinet appointments and removal of Ku
Chu-tung giving definite impression Generalissimo trying replace rotten wood with
good material. Report Sun Li-jen to become Commander-in-Chief Chinese Army may
mean much or little, but initial effect good on civilian and military morale. Consensus
informed opinion Communists cannot take Taiwan without extensive Soviet aid,
particularly air, and good chance holding island even in face such aid. Shakiest area
now appears to be Hainan. Seems to me greatest need of Chinese Government now
is money.
STRONG
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