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Evaluates the role and reforms of Taiwan's Political Department within the National
Government. It provides insights into changes implemented to reduce political
interference in military operations while enhancing troop morale and administrative
integrity
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‘! With regard to the’ data requevted in the abovélmenQ;oned4 D
nstruction concerning General CHIANG Ching-kuo, elferenpe ig> —T— >
.Mde to the Embassy'!s despatech Uo. 242, Deceﬁber(fl 1951, ‘Wne f,ﬁﬁ//
Political Department of the Ifinis try o; Fational Defense" The *

. tronscripts of conversabtion between General William C. CHASE, TOR
/ " MAAG Chief, and General GChiang, which were enclosed with the o OLI
S ‘* despatch, provided a good deal of information about the latter, y EUR/x
, . With a view to obltaining information wore c]osely responsive to e E e
. - “"Uhe Departmentls requlrementu, Hr, Alfred le Sesne JOEIKINS 'Jw.sﬁ%A
' 1nterv1ewa~ General Chiang and also discussed him with Lieutennml“c+

41

. ant Golonel Charles H, BARBER of MAAG, who has been assigned ’z:o%'H mcf
R work in the Politicel Department at (eneral Chiang's reguest, E
Unfortunately, howsver, because of ir. Jenkins! transfer to §

R the Department on short 1ouloe, he was unable to prepare a -
o report incorporating the foregoing data. e will, therefore, as §
goon &as possible after arrival in Washingbon, prepare such a o

. report, which it is belisved will answer the queries posed in o

. the Department's instruction. "
. . »
P The United States Military Attache at Taipei, Coloncl David £
4 +  D. BARRETT, has submitted to the Defense Department a meport, ij /(>

dated January 22, 1952, and entitled "Brief Inbruduction to the{

§.:

"y Political Department, IMD!, Since the Politlcal Denartment of gk, laer,
the Ministry of Natiomal Defense seems to be so much a creature §FF ¢

of General Chiang's making it is believed that thils report would|] ¢f¢¢”’

be enlightening with respect to his character and activitiles,

1t
Colonel Barrett says the report can be rewdilly obtained trom the i
o Defense Department, Washln"tono

With regard to the Department's A-153, Jenuery 11, 1952,

- and to the general questlon of General Chiang and the Political

| Department, Lt, Col. BRarber made the following comments on
January 26, 1952, to the reporting officer:

. (1) General Chiang's political influence will be what

c President Chiang wishes it to be' he will not subvert hisg
\ © father's pogitior.. He enjoys the President's absgolute éor¢ -
dence ard, through him, sees all state paners.,

! (2) The Politﬁaai’Dbﬁartmbnt'of’ﬁhe'Mini £r
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! Defence insists thif. #38 Pag 1 g™ «is ha Lhdmpgert opency of b
' Hnigtoy, evating y@riéﬁi% Tt eclurlitlyipuboseseans sonarately
from the Political Meptatiertssy ® ® ** *¢ * 0 e .
(3) IMinigtry of Tabtional Dafense Ceneral Order 108, lpovember 3,
1981, formally abolished the system of political nfficers! inter-
fering with militery commanders. Ioreover, in a recent cribilcue,
Puozident Chiang pointed oub that political officers must not inber-
vene: in the military comnand and thebt, if any csase of such _nbterven-~
tion is brought to his abtbentiocn, he will take sprropriate action,
expreseion of intention by President Chianp to pressrve the
integrity of the command should be construed ae a directive,

(4) At the Ministry of National Defense level, General Chiang
fssues no orders without thelr being promulgated by General CHOU
Chiih~jou, Chief of 3tatrf, Barber said thab, while the technical
channel for General OShiang possibly to circuwnvent General Chou sHill
gxiste, he does not lmow to what exbent it is utilized,

(8) 1In the hizher echslons, political officers rank lower than
it comuanders but in the lower echelons (batbalion end company
level) politicel officers and commanding officers cre cugtomarily of
ewulvelent rank, In the navy, however, politicel offlcers tend to
rerde highcn thar in tho othex» ormed servicss and they are less likely
to bes regular naval officers, ) '

Barber remarked that durirg the noet two months when he has
beern working clesely with the Political Deparbtment he has encounb-
ered no concrete examples. of political officers!' interference with
the militery commend, A4b the same time, however, he believes thatb
feer of political officers?! influence does exist srong military
cormanders and that those commanders who eres least competent ave
the most epprshensive of the politicel officers!' reporting and
other activities, In this regard, he saiéd thot in the case of thé
Chineso Air Torce, whose commanding officers generally evoke respect
for their ability, there seems to Le relatively litile concern sboub
politieal officers, ’

(General Chase, Chief of MAAG, concurs in thes foregolng
account,)

4+ The Pao Il Chu is a suvccessor to General Tel LI's inbtelligence
orpenization, The Investigation Bureau of the Minlstry of Interior,
which concerns itself primerily with inberrnal security, 1s somebimes
- referred bto as the Chinese counterpart of the AmericmT.E.I. It may
be remarked that the delirsabion of functions amongs theé various secus
rity and intelligence agencies of the Chinesge Govermment is obscure,
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