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Summary:

Recounts an interview between Dr. Paul F. Langer and General Chiang Ching-kuo,
focusing on the latter's authoritarian approach to governance and anti-Communist
efforts. General Chiang emphasized the necessity of subordinating civil liberties to the
campaign against Communism and criticized the Western-educated Chinese elite for
being out of touch with grassroots realities. Langer observed Chiang's strong leadership
qualities and authoritarian nature, predicting his continued influence in Free China.This
document summary was generated by an artificial intelligence language model and was
reviewed by a Wilson Center staff member.
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susJECT; cHﬂNG Ching-kuo |

On October 8, 1954, Dr, Paul F, IANGERtQQGhOO' nte“national
Relations, University of Southern Ca i&lornia, Los Angeles, whib iz eni
zaged (under the auspices of- the Ford Foundation) in a study of the. rp'

impact of Communism in Japan, had a two-hour interview with General’
_CHIANG Ching-kuo. The first part of the conversation was in huesian,,
.which Langer speaks well, and the remainder in Chinese -- with

"Jimmy" WEI (General Mahager, Broadcasting Corporation of Ohina) act=0
ing as interpreter., A sumary of Langer's discussion with Géneral CN*‘
Chiang =-- ingofar as 1t dealt with political questions and of Langer's'”
reactions to the- General Tollows, )
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The General explained that at the present time the Chinsese .
Government "could not tolerate interference with its antl-Coémmunist
struggles It 1s imperative now that all energies be directed toward
the military defeat of the Commuinists onh the mainland. " Criticism
of the government and divisions in pollticsal thinking are harmful
because they have a disruptive and weakening effect on the anti-
Communist cause of Free China, When the malnland has been rebaken
and more rormal conditions prevail, 1t will. then be possible to in-
crease the Scope of c¢ivil and personal liberties but under preqent
conditions it is nécessary to subordinate them to the natior ti-
Communist cambaign. : s

. Langer remarked to the General that he had read an 1
China magezine and had been favorably impressed by the }
There were strictures in the review on certain aspects |
Government, He thought that 1t was to the Government's-
it allowsd.cfitidal comnent about its actions and also
structive Sriticism was desirable for the best functionie. .. a/
government, The:Goneral’s rsaction to Langer ] obse"vatlons W

~negabive5 §he latten said.

The General said that the Westernueducated, English—speaking
J_with whomhAmerlcan officials assoclate almost exclusmvely
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and on whose information gy d, epgpiqﬁﬁ JEedtrbl aoﬁhe@vily have few
"ovragg roots among t&m @hﬁneﬁe medmie andecan of §pegw for them.

American judgments .on Ohiryge® Afailrd emenﬁhereforv'mubh affected

by their limited kmowledge of actual conditions. Danger sald that
the General seemed to. regaﬂd thess Ghinese gfficlals as ’conpradores"

Langer felt thet the G(neral had few. intimates and that aMONg
those wifth Westerm backgrowid sbout the only one was "Jimmy" Wedl,
It was Langer's opinirn that the General enjoyed "Jimuy's" company
and consulted him on sugh matters as probable reaction of American
publliec opinion to various Chinsse measures and asked him for ine
formation regarding the United States, Langer did not think, how-
ever, that the General took "Jimmy" very seriously or would advise
with him on high policy d60151onsa

Langer thought that the General'ls trip to the Uhited States in
the fall of 1953 had been worthwhile but he regretted that it had
not been longer. The General mentiloned to Langer that he had found
the American people more organized and disciplined than he had ex-
pected and that they were hard-working. Langer remarked to the RO
that the General seemed to feel that people should be "toilers" and
that American industriousness had struck him favorably. The General
gald that Hollywood movies give a very misleading picture of
Americans, who are not as frivolous as reprebented in the cinema,
Although the General made no adverse comient about Americans, Langer
felt that he 41d not find them congenial.

From uhe Generalls pemarks,‘Langer deduced that "1ittle love .
was lost" between him and General CHIANG Wei-kuo. He noted that
" rimmy" spoke disparsgingly of the younger brother in the elder
brother's presence.

Before coming to Talpel, Langer had been given the name of a
member of the Legislative Yuan, Mr. ”WANG Hsin-heng (7. s
as being a close assoclate of General Chiang Ching—kuo. Langer
called on Wang and confirmed this fact. Langer said that Wang had
been a’'fellow student of the General at Sun Yat-sen University,
Moscow, that Wang was able to pick up the telephone and arrange to
see the General and that the latbter frequently consulted with Wang on
important matters. Communist agents in Hong Kong made an atbtempt on
Wang's life there in 1951,

E]

{COMMENT: The DIwbassy'!s bio&raphic data files indicabe that

Wang was born 1908 in CGhekiang, that he is a graduate of Shanghail -
University and that he attended Sun Yat-sen University, Moscow, He
is also listed zs a former supervisor, Political Training Research

. Class, Central Military Academy; Editor, Soviet Russia Crlticism
( )3 departmental chief with the ranit of major general in

he National M3 litary Council; counselor and concurrentiy director,
’ Department Gounselors”.Shanghai MMnicipal.Govennment. l
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‘ Langer is intereéted‘&n &earq1pg the ﬁnﬁﬂuhﬂce-eaucatlon in '
Moscow has had on the 3agfang yijo gthdisd tHefe.: $The Heneral
thoaght that a limiting facter *th RuLSid frhining was that it
was too obviously designed to bend Aslans to Russian purposes and
not to duvelop them for service in their own countries.

Langer observed that he found the General a likeable, disarm- -
ing person and that the latter has a great future, as well as great
present power, in TFree China. Langer Was impressed with his force,
ability and frankness., The Gereral is "authoritarian by naturs"
and not likely to change very much, Langer thought.,

COMMENT ¢ ST |

*”Langer‘s reaction to the General was much like that of most
Americans who have conversed wlith him along political lines: the
General 1is able, agreeable and authoritarilan,

i

A copy mf this despatech has been sent to Hong Kong.J‘
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Dept. pls send copy of _despatch to Hoscow,

Action R@quested:

. Ry

F&r the Ambassadof:

Robert W, Rinden
First Secretary of Embassy
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