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Summary:

Recounts an interview between Dr. Paul F. Langer and General Chiang Ching-kuo,
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qualities and authoritarian nature, predicting his continued influence in Free China.This
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On October 8, 1954, Dr. Paul F. LANGEWtChoo nternAtional 

R 
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elations, University Of Southern Caltlfo
„-
rnia, Los Angeles, wh!tp is cni3O 

gaged (under the auspices 6f7the FordToundation) in a study of the 1 .614:, 
imnact of Communism in. Japan,- had a two-hour interview with GeneralHio. 
,CHIANG Ching-kuo. The first part of the conversation was in Russian, 
which Langer speaks well,-and the remainder in Chinese -- with 
"jimmy" MI (General Iviahager; Broadcasting Corporation of China) aCt:AP: 
ing as interpreter. A summary of.Langerls discussion with General 
Chiang -- insofar as it dealt with political questions and of Langerlb 
reactions to the.Generaltollows. 
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the General explained that at the present time the Chinese C) 
Government "could not tolerate interference with its antl-00mmunist ' i 
struggle.: It is imperative now that all energies be'directed tdwardt' 
the military 'defeat of the Communists'on the mainland. Critioisin (N 
of the government and divisions in political thinking are harmful 0 
because they have a diSruptiVe and Weakening effect 6n the Anti-, 4N,
Communist cause of Free China.'. When the mainland has been retaken 
and more nOrmal Conditions prevail, it'willthen be poSaible to.in-, 
crease the scope of'civil and Pereonal liberties but under prOlent 
conditiona itis-tecessary to subordinate them to the natior, \ti-•,. 
Communist campaign. , 

\ 
, 

Langer remark4A to the General that he had read an '..I ,,-i).f) 

China magazine and had been favorably i0pressed by the .f , 

there werestrictures in thc-4.eviewon certain aspect0H Ise 

it all6Weaiiaatið'al comment about its "actions and also 1 
)4t' Government. He,;thought that it was to the Government'e7 

structive Criticism was desirable for the best functioni.,___ 

government. The.Generalla r5action to Langer's observationsWee 4...Ai. 
negOivpi tthe i latter said. ,,.•,zr 
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On October 8, 1954, Dr. Paul F. LANGERboo • nternational 1 

Relations, University of Southern Caltlfo 
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rnia, Los Angeles, whb is prii,a, 

gaged (under the auspices Of7the Ford Foundation) in a study of the 1:1:, 
impact of Communism in. Japan, had a two-hour interview with General lo. 
,CHIANG Ching-kuo. The first part of the conversation was in Russian, 
which Langer speaks well, and the remainder in Chinese -- with 
"jimmy" WEI (General Mahager; Broadcasting Corporation of China) aCt4): 
ing as interpreter. A summary of.Langer's diecusSion with General Or 
Chiang--- insofar as it dealt with political questions and of Langerlb 
reactions to the-Generaltollows. 	 fJ 
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The General explained that at the present time the Chinese 	C) 
Government "could not tolerate interference with its anti-Communist ' 
struggle.: It is imperative now that all energies be'directed tdwardt' 
the military 'defeat of the Communists on the mainland. Criticism 	(N 
of the government and divisions in political thinking are harmful 
because they have a disruptive and Weakening effect on the anti- 
Communist 	

4N, 

cause of Free China.' When the mainland has been retaken 
and more ndrmal Conditions prevail, it'wilLthen be poSaible to. in-, 
crease the scope of civil and personal liberties but under prOlent 
conditions itis-tecessary to subordinate them to the natioT., 
Communist campaign. 
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Langer remarked to the General that he had read an 
China magazine and had been favorably impressed by the 
there werestrictures in the-.review on certain aspects.; 
Governmept. He ,thought that it was to the Governmentle7 	4.(t 
it allOW6aiiaatid'al comment about its actions and also 1 
structive Criticism was desirable for the best functioni,„ 
government. the.Generalla reaction to Langer's observationse 
negtliivyi tthei

,
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and on, whose informatiop eepel,ndrlio.AP eterrIel AcileFyily have few 

"grass roots" among the: ktnepe peoWeeanðeeeli oi Piper.1(4. for them. 
Amerioan judgments on 0431-7443e*.A.Maikli cat,semoth;srefcriErntitch affected 

by their limited knowledge of actual conditions. Langer said that 
the General seemed to regard these Chinese officials as "compradoresl . 

Langer felt that the General had few intimates and that among 
those with. Western background about the only one was "jimmy" Wei. 

It was Langer's opinirsn that tile General enjoyed "Jimmy's" company 
and consulted him on suCh matters as probable reaction of American 

public opinion to various Chinese meaSures and asked him for in-

formation regarding the United States. Langer did not think, how-
ever, that the General took "jimme Very seriously or would advise 

with him on high policy decisions. 

Langer thought that the General's trip to the United States in 

the fall of 1953 had been worthwhile but he regretted that it had 

not been longer. The General mentioned to Langer that he had found 

the American people more organized and:disciplined than he had ex-

pected and that they were hard-working. Langer remarked to the RO 

that the General seemed to feel that people should be "toilersa and 

that American industriousness had struck him favorably. The General 

said that Hollywood movies give a very misleading picture of 

Americans, who are not as frivolous as represented in the cinema. 

Although the General made no adverse comMent about Americans, Langer 

felt that he did not find them congenial. 

From the General's remarks, Langer deduced that "little love 
was lost" between him and General CHIANG Wei-kuo. He noted that 

"Jimmy" spoke disparagingly of the younger brother in the elder 

brether's presence. 

Before coming to Taipei, Langer had been given the name of'a 

member of the Legislative Yuan, Mr.-WANG Hsin-heng a- ), 

as being a close associate of General Chiang Ching-kuo. Langer 

called on Wang and confirmed this fact. Langer said that Wang'had 

been a'fellaw student of the General at Sun Yat-sen University, 

Moscow, that Wang was able to pick up tho telephone and arrange to 

see the General and that the latter frequently consulted with Wang on 

important matters. Communist agonts in Hong Kong made an attempt on 

Wang's life there in 1951. 

(COMMENT; The Embassy's biographic data files indicate that 

Wang was born 1908 in Chekiang, that he is a graduate of Shanghai 

University and that he attended Sun Yat-sen University, IJloscow. He 

is also listed as a former supervisor, Political Training Research 

Class, Central. Military Academy; Editor, Soviet Russia Criticism 

(' ' 7  ); departmental chief with the rank of major general in 

the National IQilitary Council; counselor and concurrentZy director, 

Department Counselormil ahanghal Vunialpal.Govenumeut. 
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and on whose informatiop epel,PW-14r1i0AP Aereel AcileFtily have few 
p "grass roots" among the: 44tnepe eoWeeandeeeli oi iper.11 for them. 

American judgments on 0431-7443e*.A.Maikli cat,emoth;erefcriErmttch affected 
by their limited knowledge of actual conditions. Langer said that 
the General seemed to regard these Chinese officials as "compradores l . 

Langer felt that the General had few intimates and that among 
those with Western background about the only one was "jimmy" Wei. 
It was Langer's opinirsn that the General enjoyed "Jimmy's" company 
and consulted him on such matters as probable reaction of American 
public opinion to various Chinese measures and asked him for in-
formation regarding the United States. Langer did not think, how-
ever, that the General took "jimmy" Very seriously or would advise 
with him on high policy decisions. 

Langer thought that the General's trip to the United States in 
the fall of 1953 had been worthwhile but he regretted that it had 
not been longer. The General mentioned to Langer that he had found 
the American people more organized and:disciplined than he had ex-
pected and that they were hard-working. Langer remarked to the RO 
that the General seemed to feel that people should be "toilers'' and 
that American industriousness had struck him favorably. The General 
said that Hollywood movies give a very misleading picture of 
Americans, who are not as frivolous as represented in the cinema. 
Although the General made no adverse comMent about Americans, Langer 
felt that he did not find them congenial. 

From the General's remarks, Langer deduced that "little love 
was lost" between him and General CHIANG Wei-kuo. He noted that 
"Jimmy" spoke disparagingly of the younger brother in the elder 
brother's presence. 

Before coming to Taipei, Langer had been given the name of'a 
member of the Legislative Yuan, Mr.-WANG Hsin-heng 	a- 	), 
as being a close associate of General Chiang Ching-kuo. Langer 
called on Wang and confirmed this fact. Langer said that Wang 'had 
been a'fellow student of the General at Sun Yat-sen. University, 
Moscow, that Wang was able to pick up tho telephone and arrange to 
see the General and that the latter frequently consulted with Wang on 
important matters. Communist agents in Hong Kong made an attempt on 
Wang's life there in 1951. 

(COMMENT; The Embassy's biographic data files indicate that 
Wang was born 1908 in Chekiang, that he is a graduate of Shanghai 
University and that he attended Sun Yat-sen University, Moscow. He 
is also listed as a former supervisor, Political Training Research 
Class, Central Military Academy; Editor, Soviet Russia Criticism 
( 	7 ' ); departmental chief with the rank of major general in 
the National Military Council; counselor and concurrently director, 
Department Counselormil ahanghal VunialpaleGovenumeut. • • 	• • 	• • • 	• 	• • 	• • • 	0 • • 
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Langer is interešta4:1I'Ziarllpg: 
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thQ 2nrautdee:eaupation in 
MnscoW has had on theiAilian4 rip 4tUdibd 

thpaght that a limiting gatterstft'llUdšia tr'aining was that it 
was top obviously designed to bend. Asians to Russian purposes and 

not todovelop them for service in, their own countries. 

Langer observed that he found the General a likeable, disarm.-- 

ing person and that the latter,has a great future, as well as great 
preSent power, in Free China. I.Janger was impressed with his force, 
ability and frankness. The Generalis "authoritarian by nature" 

and not likely to change very much, Langer thought. 

C0M/ENT: 

Langer's reaction t0 the General was much like that of most 
American's who have conversed with him along fiolitical lines: the 

General is able', agreeable and authoritarian. 

A copy cf this despatch has been sent to Hong Kong.-

Actioh Requested: Dept. pls send copy of despatch to MOSCOW. 

-AvTmOOre,P4M70.:- *- ' 

FOr the AmbaSsador1 

00."`""'••••••••••••••• 

Robert Vtl. Rinden 
First Secretary of Embassy 
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Langer Is intere4te4"1/ea4arlarg. thg 2nraubdee:eaucation in 
Moscow has had on the:AWn4 rio 4tudibd Lnet.e.: :TVELtreneral 
thpaght that a limitiAg gatteratft•RUd8i4A training was that it ' 
was top obviously designed to bend. Asians to Russian purposes and 
not to dovelop them for service in,their own countries. 

Langer observed that he found the General a likeable, disarm-
ing person and that the latter,has a great future, as well as great 
preSent power, in Free China. Langer was impressed with his force, 
ability and frankness. The General is "Authoritarian by nature" 
and not likely to change very much, Langer thought. 

COMYENT: 

Langer's reaction to the General was much like that of most 
Americans who have conversed with him along fiolitical lines: the 
General is able', agreeable and authoritarian. 

A copy of this despatch has been sent to Hong Kong.-. 

Action Requested: Dept. pls send copy of despatch to Moscow. 
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