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Summary:

Reports on the detention of Lin Ting-li (spelled here as Lin Tin-lip), Deputy Speaker of
the Provincial Assembly, for alleged illegal flour sales and suspected political activities.
The despatch highlights Lin's past roles in intelligence, his business dealings, and
political ties with figures like Chiang Ching-kuo, Chen Cheng, and K.C. Wu. The detention
was reportedly authorized by President Chiang Kai-shek, following accusations by Vice
President Chen Cheng of Lin's efforts to undermine Kuomintang influence among
Taiwanese. Lin was described as politically influential but indulgent and
self-serving
​
.This document summary was generated by an artificial intelligence language model and
was reviewed by a Wilson Center staff member.
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According to the press the three persons arrested with ,L 4 
'Tin-lip, Deputy. Speaker of the Provincial Assembly, . treported-2t 11 
the telegram under reference) have been released pending trial„,-,/ t• 
Lin is still under detention, but is permitted to have one fatily e 

visitor daily4 , • 
"4r IA 
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A knowledgeable member of a minor political party gave tht 
04. V following information to the reporting officer. During the petiod . 

when Lin was head of the Intelligence Service in Taiwan, ChtenCh'ela,e V 
l..7 r* 

was serving as Governor and later as Prime Minister. The two n 
collaborated closely and harmoniously. Linl in accordance wit 

C) I 

accepted, practice, was permitted to.engage in business specula n tn p 
I 

cp 
and other non-official activities to raise extra funds for hisi '" e 
ficial intelligence operations. Prior knowledge of Government La 
rulings and' activiti facilitated Lin's profit-making specula 1.L. 
It is customary in these activities, to divert some of the profitsTITI
to personal use and Lin retained large sums for his personal expen-6 
ditures. 

When Ch'en Ch'eng became Vice President, Lin established a 
working relationship with Chiang Ching-kuo and continued his collab-
oration with Chiang after he left the Intelligence Service to enter 

politics. Lin, however, began to suppiy Chiang with information 

hurtful to Chlen Chleng, perhaps in return for Chiang's permission 

to establish his own political influence arnong the Taiwanese 

In his own defense Chten finally approached President Chiang 
Kai-shek with evidence to show that Lin had retained to the present 

day a working political relationship with K. C. WU and that he was 

--trying to undermine the infiuence of the Kuomintang among the Tai-

wanese. Apparently, according to this informant? President Chiang 

gave Chten permission to proceed against Lin, which he did on the 

basis of his illegal sales of flour. 
• , 

Seireral non-politicaI but well-to-do Taiwanese told l'ehe71"e-

porting officer that Lin had developed considerable politica:V in-

fluence. They said•Ile4H, gro$$ and selff_ 
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When Chien Ch'eng became Vice. President, Lin established a • 
working relationship with Chiang Ching-kuo and continued his-collab-
oration - with Chiang after he left the Intelligence Service to enter .  
politics. Lin, however, began to supply Chiang with information 
hurtful to Chen Ch'eng, perhaps in return for Chiang's permission 
to establish his own political - influence among the Taiwanese 

In his own defense Chen finally approached President Chiang 
Kai-shek with evidence to show that Lin had retained to the present 
day a working. political relationship with K. C. WU and that he was 

- -trying to undermine the influence of the Kuomintang among the Tai-
wanese. Apparently, according to this informant ?  President - Chiang 
gave Chien permission to proceed against Lin, which he did on the 
basis of his illegal sales of flour. 
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Several non-political but well-to-do TaiwanesetoldAe7.1"e-
porting officer that Lin had developed considerable politica:V in-
fluence. They said
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CON54DENTAL Encl. No. 

...of 
Faxv.,Na 653 

(5-11, 56) 
ikrz 

From Desp. No, 
(cassitkamm _Teinei 

From 

indulgent. .Jrhey said,also thavSin.l.aa.Apterleul 
establishments, having. at 14&-rtio tivie,e4 

He has other expensive tast;s. b/d,,"tAvy.akdbIllik;IA a:larier per-
centage of the profits obtained from the above-Mentioned extra-
official speculations for personalAise than is.generally counten-
anced. 

The Embassy has heard nothing more concerning the rumor that 
Lin had 'some connection with Thomas Liao in Tokyo. 

For the kmbassador: 

Paul W. Meyer ti
Pirst Secretary of Embassy' 

• 

777

60 
• 

••• • • • o• •• • • ••• • 
, • • 

• • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1/•• sr • 

• • 
• 

• 
• 
• . 
• 

••• 
• 
• 

•• 
• 

o• 
• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 

• 
• 

M M . 

-:ckalitlatlia, • •
• 
• a •• • • ••• •• 

Page 	_of 
Encl. No. 	 
Desp. No, 	 
From 

indulgent. They said ,also tha;"1.4n.v.a.Apterleul Vr:1:is:Epmale 

establishments, having at 144Wtio 	tlere.1:45n140ines. 

He has other expensive tast25;nd,,tAvy.ekdb111.1c;IA a:larier per-
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The Embassy has heard nothing more concerning the rumor that 

Lin had some connection with Thomas Liao in Tokyo. 

For the Ambassador: 
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