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Summary:

The despatch discusses the anticipated shifts in political influence ahead of the
Kuomintang’s October 10 convention, as analyzed by a Legislative Yuan member. The
informant highlights four major factions within the party—CC Clique, Chen Cheng’s
group, Chiang Ching-kuo’s faction, and independents—predicting Chiang Ching-kuo's
rising dominance, though his influence remains veiled. The despatch also notes
speculation regarding potential changes in the Prime Minister’s

position
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A member of the Legislative Yuan who has been known to the repcrting officerns *’*‘}5{ A
for many years dating back to graduate school at Columbia University, discussed: 1 ol
frankly the present political line up of the Legislative Yuan and the pmspectlve S

© ghift of political power anticipated as a result of the meeting of the delegates to j
the Kuonuntang on October 10, : -

He said that an excellent mdlcatmn of the political strength of i‘act:.ons w:nfch—
in the Kuomintang was provided by thie vote on the Legislative Yuan delegation to “thé
party convention. The Kuomintang membership of the Legislative Yuan was assigned ap
representation of five delegates. The result of the ballobting was a selection of
two members of the CC Clique, one representative of Prime Minister CHEN Cheng, one
representative of General CHIANG Ching-kuc, and one representative of the inde-
pendents within the party. The informanb, who is & member of the latter group,
said that it comprised approximately 100 members of the Legislative Yuan, and that
it was not as yet organized in any formal sense but represented generally those

' who whem placing emphasis on the development of democratic government in China.
He caid that the election of one delegate to the pirty congress represented a sub- i
stantial victory for this wing of the party which hez etofore had not had any =
opportunity to tesb its streng*bh. o ; :
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It should not be assumed, however, that the pro’portions represented in the -
delegation from the Legislative Yuan itould vepresent in any sense the proportion
of the control of the delegates 1o By ‘parby convention. He said you might con=
sider that there were today four distinct groups within the party - 1) the CC
Clique, 2) the Chen Cheng group; 3) the Chiang Ching-kuo group and L) the in-
dependents. He said that the two former cliques within the party bad definitely
given place to ‘the new factions. With respect to the Chiang Ching-kuo faction,
he said it was impossible to estimate its strength at the convention because
Chiang Ching~kuo, Zollowing his Soviet training, operated pretty much in secret.
The chances were, he said, that Chiang Ching-kuo controlled an even greater
proportion of the delegates than he was now credited with cantrollmg and that
by the end of the meetings, he might well be the dominant influence in the party. 5
As such, however, he would certainly act as the right arm of his father and R
would carry out the think:i.ng»and instructions of the Pregident. 8,
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In any event, Chiang Ching-kuc must be regar...l as the pr:mcn.pal r:l.s:.ng star
on the Chinese political horizon, it was’ saids
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‘ It wags also reporbed that the Prime Minister would return to his office at
the beginning of Octobec, defore dhe maris meetingss, buberpmors still persisted
that he would resign. $If Ehe éia vesigy, 3 wassigdichtied, sthe probable
successor would be forgeh Rrime*Minigter,Chand Chin, hi pristnt a specialienvoy
of the President to Japan. He would be & generally popular choice, ths!
informant added. ‘

He did not believe that Chang Chun and Chiang Ching=kuo had anything in
cormonl - it was quite clear to him that if a successor were to be named, he
would be the personal selection of the President.

The informant is a member of the Kuoﬁxim’;ang but active as one of the
leaders of the independent group ‘in thé Legislative Yuan.

Howard P. Jones




