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Summary:

The despatch examines concerns within the Kuomintang (KMT) about the weakening of
party discipline, driven by ideological shifts questioning the balance between
revolutionary goals and democratic principles. It highlights fears that personal freedom
among members undermines the party's unity and effectiveness, endangering the Five
Power Constitution and anti-communist efforts. The leadership expresses a commitment
to restoring party cohesion through self-examination and renewed adherence to core
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SUBJECT: - Kuomintang Concern over Certaln Tendencles Toward DlS

_Party Discipline,

The Bmbassy transmits a copy in translatlon of an editorial which ap-
peared on March 13, 1958 in the official Kuomintang (KMT)
dih Pao. ,

Summary of Editorisl. The editorial refers to_two earlier periods of disinte~
gration, the first after the 1911 revolution and the second bstween 1947 and
1948, Today =a new stage of disintegration has appsared. This is attributed
to two ideologies which will bring about self-destruction if not recognized.
na is the concept that revolution and democracy are mutually incompatible and
that the practice of democracy has been mistaken as an abandonment of the
revolution. The other is the belief thal the Gonstitutional power is superior
to and separate from the power of a political party., MIf the organization of
the KMT is disintegrated in favor of party msmbers'! psrsonal freedom, the Five
Power System will become a mess and there will be no stability in the politieal-
situation, to say nothing of the anti-Communist and resist Russia campaign as
vell as the counter-attack and national salvation',

COMMENT: This is one of the bluntest KMT statements t¢ date on the
question of weakening Party control over its members., It is added confirmation
of the deep concern of the KMT about certain aspects ¢f Party discipline. The
seriousness with which the view is held is indicated in the final lines of the
editorials ",..we find it difficult to talk with the comrades with sweet words,
The wr"'blng stops here, but the heart remains heavyo"

. The most consplcuous recent :Lnstances of defiance of Party discipline are.
the decision of the Control Yuan to impeach the Premier, the strong pressure
" and criticism of cabinet personalities and policies by the Legislative Yuan,
and the actions by scme local councils in prejecting certain KMT~sponsored

candidates for Cowncil Speakers and deputies. In each case the KMT had a clear
nominal majority in the membership of the bodies concerned. At the same time

- many of the government officials most heavily under fire have been firmly :
established members of the KMT hierarchy. Another irritant has been the recent

. "~ local elections where from many indications the KMI did not make as impressive
a showing as 1t had expscted, . Figally, tbe sru.gigg by She ipdependent press,
part:.cularly Free Chlna. £ortm..gh*b1y; .a.nd:the. ntivKME anii:-@:mmm1sﬁ-press of
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_ theser electlons in order to malntdin® strong Pa.r‘by contral, i

_ this we]l—orgamzud and directed effort has been successful.. Th " ‘

achleved ‘and maintained a large majority in most elected %odies and. offlces. ‘

‘I'he present concern may’ reflect a feeling that in splte of this success there f’

" is a tendency on the part of many KMT members to attach more importance to -

their position in terms of Jocal self-interests rather than the basic revolu—

tionary’ doncepts of the KMT regarding national llberatlon. ‘This editorial -

‘blast by ‘the Chung Yang Jih Pao gives a clear warning ‘that the KMT leadershlp

recognizes that some shift has been taking place and is determined to tr'y to

“*’re-es‘babl.sh party discipline and to maintain the proper revolutionary’ sp:.rit.
At the local levels the XMT has considerable means for accomplishing its pur-

" poses.~ It is already apparent th-t heavy KMT pressures have been brought to'.
(bea.r on those newly elected counciimen who. voted agajns'b KME-sponsored ca.nd:;-
.dates. ‘It is reported that the KMT members of- Taichung Hsien have been care:’

. fully :anestn.gated for the break in ‘party dlscipllne. Other efforts are being
-made to force the withdrawal of certaa,n KMT ‘council speakers who' ere elec'bed
over KMT—sponsored cand:.da*bes. "The KMT can also hand out dlsclplmary

Jpunishment and if need be expel recaleitrants from the Party. Furthermore, : ,

" the KMT can refuse to support d:\.sloyal members when the next election comés up,
\In summary the KMT is unhapoy with party discipline in the lqcal elect:.ve bodies, "
bu’c ha.s th 'capablllty at thJ.s level tor take,measures to remedy ‘this - srbuatn.on.

L At ‘the hlgher levei mvolving the Party members :m the Leglslat:we and
Control Yuans in particular,’ the KMT is faced with a serious dilemmasy -7
Chung Yang Jih Pao bluntly calls on KMT memders who'are publlc officials no
. to. use ‘the Cons’c:.tutn.on as an- al:.bi for defy:mg the Party. The weakness in”
‘'the Party position, howaver, stems; from the fact. that it has no* ei‘fectlve means
‘of pumshment. The mem_bers of the Legisla‘bz.ve a.nd Control Yuans "Were, .elected -
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“Wh:\.le the C ] grat ] :
a.nyfreal dlsmtegratlon of the RMT in the i‘oreseeable by
* The' KT certainly feels pATE ' Hrea ’
th,,re is. ew}'ery 1iXelihood that' ur; 7
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death 'oday 7all<members offﬁe Ghlnese'Kuomlntang shoula selemnl‘
reV1ew thelr shortcomlngs and’ strlve ‘toward the rejuvenation of
the'national revolution.” As we, know; “the anti-Communist and
‘resisting Russia struggle™calls for an, effort to bring about t_e’
unification of men of benevolence and’ persons’ of determintion-

at home and overseas with the revolutlonary masses on the main-""
land. But“the main force which is’ leading the national revolution
sand whlch is dedicated to the national salvationand ‘reconstruction
still lie in us, ‘the Chinese Kuomintang, which, -regardless of all .
hardshlp and all sacrlflce, should’ forclbly push the struggle all
way through. There is no reason whatsoever for we Kuomlntang
comrades. to bb‘content or proud of ourselves‘

: “Sun Yat-sen bequeathed.to Kuomintang
members ‘ask them to.put aside personal freedom and ‘to fight for
he” freedom of the Chlnese people as a whole lt is’ clearly
t ey

'Chlna sea whlch reads

: ’The organlzatlon of Tung-meng-hul (Chlnese Brotherhood . *

- Soctiety or ﬁuomlntang) recruited comrades .under, the principle in
which they were merely required to have a common faith while the”

purity of their quality was neglected. - At that particular time,::

they. were numerous in number and majestic in- 1nfluence, but among
them, oplnlonS‘were<vaxued and ‘a_ unlform.pace was lacking. " The

'splrlt of solldarlty and self-government Was non-ex1stent' the-

f the party were llke puppvts,‘and‘the members were llke
fWhen“assault came from without ;™

1av1sh de31ne for.freedom and‘eQuallty'
that”a :




,Prov131onal Constltutlon.“

, - The tragedy tendlng to party’'disintegration happened for the'
second time between 1947 and 1948, about which a statement is’
unnecessary as the memory is fresh. ‘But the mentlonlng Of‘result
‘.is worthwhile. During the périod between 1950 .and 1951, after . .
.the fall of ‘the’ mainland, our Tsungtsa1 (DlrectorJGeneral),'w1th_
“his determination and’ resolutlon, .began to Peform the party. " He'
- has, reconstructed Taiwan from the stage 'of 'safeguarding TaIwan “
“4nto a base for counterattack and national restoration.

'Today, we have to say that beglnning in the recent year -the
tragedy of,party dlSlntegratlon has come on the stdge for the
third time. "A comprehensmve review of” 1ast year's governmcnt

and party affairs shows that .although‘d ‘danger ‘not’as grlevous
" as that of 1947-h8 this dlSlntegratlon seems to-be surpa351ng

- its predecessor in. queerness.i We should solemnly say. that if:
_within the party, "opinions are wary, unlfonm.pace is lacklng,
the .sprit of solidarity and self-government is: non—ex1stent and "
‘the virtue' of obedience to order and instructions’is absent, “
“‘then the consequence of Mwhen assault come from without, they
- will be 1mmedxately crushed“ is 1nev1tab1e.

‘The ‘tendency toward party dlSlntegratlon orlglnates fromw the
follow1ng two 1deolog1es.ﬁ I the party ‘comrades.who are beguiled
by these two.ideologies” cannot ‘awaken themselves, 1t S”nobless
than, brlnglngeabout their self-destruction = The" t “dé" B




party‘v > t, 7 8
meansythe”loss of Qonstltutlonal freedom,;W1thout know1ng that_
Py i he -

In other words,.the arganlzatlon
and dbtiVltleS of a polltlcal party ‘is’recognized by the Constl'
tutlou, and public functionaries who affiliate to & political
party should not hold ths:Constitution to defy the” commitmernit
of thé party.”‘If the “organization of the’ Kuomintang Party.is
disintegrated in favor of the party members? personal freedom,
‘the’ Five Power System will ‘become a mess, ahd there will be no”
stablllty of political 31tuatlon, leave alone.the antl-Communlsm
‘and - “e“IStlng Russia campaign as well as:'the counterattack and
nat-- 41 salvation,.” If this come true, will not it be’ utmostly,
ag;eeable t6..the, Chlnese'Communlsts”and*the“fellow&travellers

¥ eutrallsts? :

The development of the. disintegration tendency during the
5lasn year has added the greatest shame to the comrades of this .
. party. -The party members pin their faith to. the Three’ People's
Prlnclples and the Five Power Constitution. Durlng the last™:

“eight years, ‘despite theé gravest distress the “nation has ‘expe
_rienced; the Kuomintang has exhausted all’ its .efforts toward
the'. reconstructlon of Taiwan into a’ model province. . Meanwhile;
it has b;_*ed .all~ hardship in preserv1ng “the well founded Five
Power Consn;tutlon. Unexpectedly, ‘the polltlcal developments™:;
in the recent. year have invited” ironlc criticisms from outside
which”even Zmplicate the fundamentals" of’the”[heoryﬂ ' the' s
Flve Power Constitution. ;Thls is ‘a great ‘shame’ fef-thé‘éomrades

3

other than the aforementloned two 1deolog1es'thCh have penetrated;
zlnto the ] L0}




Mo il S
LR e
G SR RS

£
S

W t’“&

RIS

UNCLASSIF

L toeh
Sk

7
et S B
{\ B

ey

U 3y
A i i
hAPTLAY




